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Awards

The National Museum of Forest 

Service History recognizes 

conservation and historical 

preservation efforts through the 
following award programs:

Historical Restoration Award

Conservation Legacy Award

Curator’s Award

Gary G. Brown Founder’s Award

Leisz Leadership Award 
(Presented jointly with NAFSR)

There were many excellent nominations this year, making the decisions tough for 

the Awards Committee. The 2018 Awards were presented in Asheville, 

North Carolina on September 25th to the following nominees:

Gary G. Brown Founders Award
Recognizes individuals who have worked tirelessly to ensure the history 

of the USFS is preserved, developed and displayed for current and 

future generations. All have served in the classic tradition of dedicated 

volunteerism.  The Board of Directors established this award to honor 

individuals who have made significant contributions to achieving the 
mission of the Museum.

Dave Stack

In recognition for years of dedicated 

service to the Museum’s Archives, 

Collections, Board of Directors, and 

Operations. Dave”s commitment to 

the success of the National Museum 

of Forest Service History is an 

inspiration to all.

Dave Stack receiving the Gary G. 

Brown Founders Award & working 

hard in the office
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Elizabeth Agpaoa

Phil Aune

Richard Bacon

Dale Bosworth

John Drake

Larry Gadt

Nancy Gibson

Jim LaBau

Patricia Limerick

Pat Lynch

Andy Mason

Michelle Pearson

Tom Pettigrew

Jimmy Reaves

Mark Rey

Tony Schoonen

John Steffenson
Zane Smith Jr.

Lynn Sprague

Richard Stem

Onno Wieringa

Tracy Hancock, Ex-officio
Brandon Smith, Ex-officio
Max Peterson- Emeritus

Grey Reynolds-Emeritus

Doug Leisz-Emeritus

Dave Scott-Emeritus

NEWSLETTER
Lisa Tate, Editor & Executive Director

The NEWSLETTER is published 

quarterly for members and supporters 

of the National Museum of Forest 

Service History, a nonprofit corporation 
dedicated to sharing the rich history 

and story of America’s Conservation 

Legacy.
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Curator’s Award 
Recognizes an organization, company, or individual that adds 

by donation a significant contribution to the collection of 
Museum artifacts.

Historical Restoration Award
To recognize entities that have affected the restoration of sites, 
structures, facilities or other features of significance to the 
history of the U.S. Forest Service. Competition for this award 

was so strong, the committee’s vote resulted in a three way tie.

Gary N. Rahm 
 

In recognition of his work to 

assemble and annotate the 

professional papers of Neal N. 

Rahm’s Forest Service career, 

1932-1971 before donating the 

Neal M. Rahm Collection to 

the National Museum of Forest 

Service History.

McKenzie River District & Friends of Fish Lake

In recognition of an amazing multi-year, cooperative project 

of restoring, preserving and 

interpreting the history of the 

Fish Lake Historic Site on the 

Willamette National Forest which 

serves the public and contributes 

to the legacy of the U.S. Forest 

Service.

Mike Ash accepts the Historical Restoration 

Award on behalf of McKenzie River District 

& Friends of Fish Lake

Phil Aune accepts the Curator’s 

Award on behalf of Gary N. Rahm
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  Awards (continued)

Friends of Upper Rock Creek

In recognition of restoration and maintenance of the 

historic Rock Creek Cabin, Hogback Cabin, and Morgan-

Case Homestead on the Missoula 

Ranger District, Lolo National 

Forest which has preserved the 

history of this area and legacy of 

the U.S. Forest Service.

Historical Restoration Award

National Smokejumper Association - Trails Restoration & 

Maintenance Project Specialists (TRAMPS)

In recognition and appreciation for over 19 years of restoration and 
preservation of nearly 50 historic Forest 

Service cabins, lookouts, ranger stations, 

corrals, trails and other facilities on 

several National Forests resulting in the 

continuation of the history and legacy of 

the U.S. Forest Service.

Fred Cooper accepts the Historical Restoration 

Award on behaf of TRAMPS

2018 Award Honorable Mentions

• Grand County Historical Association

• Back Country Horsemen,  Treasure Valley Chapter

• Horseshoe Ranger Station Restoration Project

• Dr. Robert Reyes

• Tyler Bormann
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 Awards (continued)

The Leisz Leadership Award recognizes an individual who has demonstrated outstanding and 

distinguished leadership of and for the USFS as both an employee and a volunteer.

In order to be considered for this Award, the selected individual must:

• Have been recognized as an distinguished career leader in the USFS.

• Have continued to demonstrate outstanding leadership as a volunteer in the National 

Association of Forest Service Retirees or the National Museum of Forest Service History.

The National Association of Forest Service Retirees and the National Museum of Forest Service 

History have jointly presented a founding award for sustained Forest Service leadership to former 

Associate Chief Douglas R. Leisz. The award is called the Leisz Leadership Award. Consideration 

will be given to presenting it in the future every three years at the National Forest Service Reunion 

if a deserving candidate is identified.

Leisz Leadership Award

The award was presented to Doug at the Eldorado National Forest headquarters in Placerville, 

CA on August 14 by Tom Thompson, President of the National Museum of Forest Service 

History, and Al West, representing the National Association of Forest Service Retirees. A group 

of friends were on hand to help congratulate Doug on this special recognition. 
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    Museum Campus News: Construction Starts on the James B. Yule Pavilion

THANK  YOU!! 

Thank you all for your help and support in 

bringing this new addition to the Museum! 

Construction has started on our new amphitheater and 

stage!  We plan to unveil this wonderful new addition 

next Spring!

 Annual Appeal  Eagle Scout Award

Hans Skovlin

 received his Eagle Scout 

Award on October 7, 

2018.  Han’s Eagle Scout 

project involved creating 

new tree identification 
signage for the 

Missoula campus 

Forest Discovery trail.  

Thank you Hans!

Western Larch
� Western Larch grows from the Northwestern 

United States into southern Canada.

� The largest Western Larch tree is 153 feet tall 
and is found near Seeley Lake, Montana.

� This tree is very commonly used to make 
fencing around homes, as well as being 
used for building material, pulpwood, and 
boatbuilding.

� Western Larch is excellent for fi rewood. 
However, the mature trees are the most fi re 
resistant tree in the habitat Larch inhabit.

Larix occidentalis

Dear Friends,

As you can see by our newsletters, your Museum is 

incredibly active.  We are expanding our collection and 

adding more entries online regularly for all to see, learn 

from, and enjoy.  We are expanding our Missoula campus 

with additional trails, a new stage and even more exhibits 

next year.  Our education programming has a national 

reach as do our exhibits and presentations.  We are getting 

A LOT done!  This mission driven work is all being done 

while we continue to raise money to build our National 

Conservation Legacy and Education Center. Without 

donations from members like you, the Museum would 

not be able to continue our efforts to showcase the history 
of the USFS and America’s conservation legacy.  

I am asking you to please consider the Museum in your 

year-end charitable giving.  Your annual donation helps 

us continue to grow and thrive, and truly, we could not 

do this important work without your help!  Placed in 

this newsletter is gift form that I hope you will read and 

consider.  We are also striving to reach 1000 members by 

December 31st- A membership to the Museum is always 

a great gift!

Thank you again!
Lisa Tate



  2018 Annual Meeting and Forest Service Retirees National Reunion
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This year, the Museum held our Annual Membership Meeting in Asheville, North Carolina.  We met on September 
24th, just prior to the Forest Service Retiree 2018 National Reunion which was hosted by the Southern Forest 
Service Retirees Association (SFSRA).

Approximately 100 members attended the meeting which included an overview of the Museum’s extensive 
collection and a visit from U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Under Secretary for Natural Resources and 
Environment, Jim Hubbard.  The Museum also gave a presentation to the National Reunion Opening Assembly and 
had an informational booth at the convention center.  The Reunion was held in part as a fund raiser for the Museum 
and through the hard work of the SFSRA volunteers, over $20,000 was raised to support the Museum’s important 
work!  Thanks to all who attended and who made this donation possible!

Executive Director Lisa Tate presents the work 

and mission of the National Museum of Forest 

Service History to the General Assembly

Museum President Tom Thompson speaks to members attending the 

Annual membership Meeting

Museum President Tom Thompson and Board Member John Drake 

present a bronze sculpture of The Ranger in appreciation to Museum 

supporter Bob Spivey

Museum artifacts on display at the USFS Southern 

Research Station- a curated exhibit on loan until 

Spring 2019

Museum Board member Nancy Gibson recruiting 

volunteers for the 2021 Reunion which will be 

held in Lake Tahoe

Thank You!

To the Southern 
Forest Service Retirees 

Association, our 
members, and everyone 

who made this event such 
a success!
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  A New Museum Event:  An Evening With Teddy- Roosevelt Comes Alive!

The Museum recently held our first in a series of new mission driven events- An Evening With Teddy- Roosevelt 

Comes Alive!  The inaugural event was held on Friday, November 2nd in Missoula, Montana. Seating was limited 

to 210 and the event sold out quickly.

The lobby was turned into a “National Forest” by placing more 

than 30 trees to create a forest path to take guests from the door 

to the registration table, and then on to receive a Museum gift 

bag table, before entering the event. Woodsy Owl and Smokey 

Bear were on hand to greet guests as they arrived.

The adventure began by exploring the history of the USFS and 

America’s Conservation Legacy, winding down the trail of 

themed stations.  These stations with props depicted images from 

USFS history, as-well-as silent auction items, and appetizers.  The three themed stations were: Rangers and their 

Rides depicting the early Ranger and pack teams; This Land Is your Land depicting the history of recreation, 

hunting, fishing and logging on National Forests; Fire In The Mountains, depicting a lookout, smokejumper, and 
a fire projected onto the entire back wall.  

Each station had a live person interaction: In 

Rangers and Their Rides, National Council 

member Smoke Elser showed how to tie pack 

knots; In This Land Is Your Land a fly fishing 
guide tied flies; and in Fire on the Mountain 
a local smokejumper told about the history 

of 1930’s smoke jumping gear which we had 

on display under a 1930’s parachute hanging 

from the ceiling.

When bidding closed on the silent auction, guests hit the trail to find a seat at a table in 
the theater hall. After a brief live auction, coffee and dessert were served, then came the 
wonderful presentation of Teddy Roosevelt’s life by Illustorian, Steve Stark.  Steve portrayed Teddy Roosevelt 

while drawing a large mural of his life.  An amazing, unique, and engaging way to share this important story. Steve 

Stark received a standing ovation at the end of his presentation.

In addition to the fundraising event, Mr. Stark also visited a local high school on 

Thursday, November 1st and gave a presentation to students there.  The students plan 

to frame his mural and hang it in their new library.

The Museum hopes to take this event to 

different cities in the U.S.and our next Evening 
With Teddy event will be in Scottsdale, 

Arizona on April 12, 2019. If you would 

like to help bring An Evening With Teddy- 

Roosevelt Comes Alive! to your area, please 

call the office at (406) 541-6374 or email us at 
office@forestservicemuseum.org



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Become a member of the National Museum of Forest Service History and help us preserve America’s conservation 

legacy.  To become a member, complete and mail this form, along with payment to:  NMFSH, P.O. Box 2772, 

Missoula, MT 59806-2772.  You may also join online by visiting www.forestservicemuseum.org

YES- SEND THE NEWSLETTER TO MY EMAIL NEW RENEWAL GIFT

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City________________________________ State:____________ Zip:_____________

Phone:__________________________ Email:________________________________

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES & ANNUAL DUES

Individual            $30

Family $55

Contributing      $150

Sustaining         $300

Organization     $100

Lifetime $1000

I would like to make an additional donation of:

$_______

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Check enclosed 

Please charge my credit card 

Card number:_____________________________________

Exp:__________CVV___________

National Museum of 

Forest Service History
P.O. Box 2772

Missoula, MT 59806-2772

Non-Profit 
Organization

U.S. Postage

PAID

Permit No. 569

Missoula, MT

59808

NOTE: Your mailing label shows the date your membership expires.  Please mail dues payment 1-month prior to the date 

listed.  This space is blank for complimentary copies of the newsletter. Please renew EXPIRED memberships as soon as 

possible to continue supporting the Museum.


