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Outdoor Amphitheater 

Coming Soon to the Museum Campus!

The Museum campus is growing and so are our many programs!  Last year the Museum 

hosted several events and one thing became very evident- people are responding to our 

mission. Thanks to our support-

ers and members like you, we 

were able to raise the necessary 

funds to open the Museum cam-

pus to the public for the first time 
in Summer 2017. 

This year, we have the 

opportunity to add another phase 

to the Museum site: a Stage  and 

amphitheater, to host lectures, 

oral histories and stories, cater 

to field trips, and serve as a 
community resource for other 

Museum cultural events.

The design of this stage will 

also provide an opportunity to 

These photos, courtesy of Wisconsin 

DNR (Mirror Lake Amphitheater 

Stage in Baraboo, WI), represent an 

example of the proposed stage design.

...With a little help from our friends

exhibit the skills and experience of 

the timber framers,by employing the 

art of historic joinery that exemplifies 
the highest use of the these timber 

products. 

A generous donor has made a $30,000 

gift to start this project, and we are 

very excited to bring this new addition 

to life in 2018.
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However, we need additional funding to complete our project including:

  Interpretive signage around the Stage

  An extension of our Forest Discovery Trail to bring visitors  

  to the area

  ADA accessibility ramps to the stage, designed to   

  complement the overall project design 

  Sound, Lighting, computers and other technology   

  components

  Landscaping

  Seating

Will you help match our donor’s generous gift with your donation today? 

Your gift will be recognized on our Donor Recognition Wall as well as in 

our Annual Report and other publications.  Donations of $250 or more will 

receive a plaque on our bench seating.  Donations of $1,000 or more will 

receive a full bench sponsorship with recognition on bench ends and backs.

The Museum would like to thank our team on this project  Jamie Hoffman, 
Architect; Jennifer Anthony -Fearless Engineers PLLC,Structural 

Engineer; Brian Leisz Fall Creek Timber Frames, Inc.; Paul Druyestein, 
DJ and A Engineers; Bo Neilsen, Landscape Architect

THANK YOU!

 First Annual “Old Fashioned Forest Service Christmas”

Photos from our first 
annual Old Fashioned 

Forest Service 

Christmas

THANK YOU! 
to our wonderful 

volunteers who helped 

make this event 

happen!

Thanks to the support of our members, the Museum was able to open to the 

public last year. The historic Ranger’s Cabin hosted our Visitor’s Center, 
with interactive exhibits; our Forest Discovery Trail engaged viewers 

with educational interpretive signage; and the Museum sponsored very 

successful community events including “An Old-Fashioned Forest Service 

Christmas” complete with Santa and his Pack Team.(photos below).
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  AWARDS

The National Museum of Forest Service History 

invites you to Honor Those Who Make a 

Difference.

The National Museum of Forest Service History 

recognizes conservation and historical 

preservation efforts through the following 

award programs:

Historical Restoration Award

Recognizes entities that have affected the restoration of sites, structures, facilities or other features of significance 
to the history of the Forest Service.

Conservation Legacy Award

This award recognizes an organization, company, or individual that demonstrates an exceptional commitment to 

advancing the legacy of conservation of our National Forests and Grasslands. This prestigious award is intended 

to recognize significant accomplishments that are significantly unique or have national or regional influence.

Curator’s Award

The Curator’s Award recognizes an organization, company, or individual that adds by donation a significant 
contribution to the collection of Museum artifacts. All types of artifacts donated and accepted by the Museum 

Curator are eligible for consideration to receive this award. The artifacts must be unique and represent a significant 
new addition to the collection of artifacts managed by the Museum.

Gary G. Brown Founder’s Award
Numerous people have provided significant contributions to the establishment, organization and operations of 
the National Museum of Forest Service History. They have worked tirelessly to ensure the history of the United 

States Forest Service is preserved, developed and displayed for current and future generations. These individuals 

have dedicated their service to the Museum by their generous contributions of time, efforts or financial resources. 
All have served in the classic tradition of dedicated volunteerism. The Board of Directors has established this 

award to honor individuals who have made significant contributions to achieving the mission of the Museum.

To Make a Nomination, or for more information go to:

www.forestservicemuseum.org/awards/
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  MEET OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Michelle Pearson

Michelle is presently a course instructor for the teaching of Library of Congress 
as Primary Source Documents and makes her home in Denver.  She is a historic 

preservationist and educator. She has a BA in History, Geography, and Education; 

Liberal arts coursework, University of Mary Washington 1992 and a MS, Technology 

Integration and Learning Walden University Leadership Scholar, 2015.

Michelle was one of the primary instructors at the Museum’s very successful Library 

of Congress Teachers Workshop in May, 2017 in Emigrant, MT.  She brings great 
expertise in education, technology, grant writing, and a passion for using history in 

education.  She has a strong connection to the Forest Service and once did contract 

work for the Forest Service. 

She has been recognized with many awards including: VOYA National STEM 

Fellowship, 2017; NEA Foundation Award for Teaching Excellence, 2012; Co-Recipient of Colorado Governor’s 
Award for Historic Preservation, 2011; Colorado State Teacher of the Year, November, 2010; Elgin Heinz Outstanding 
Teacher of Humanities Award, 2008; Colorado Technology Teacher of the Year Award, 2007.

Zane Smith Jr.

A third-generation career Forest Service career officer, Zane G. Smith, Jr. served 34 years in three Regions and the 
Chief’s Office at every level in the National Forest System.  Following graduation from the University of Montana, 

he and his wife, Betty, moved to the Pacific Northwest Region where he served 
in a variety of field positions, including District Ranger and Job Corps Center 
Director. 

While in the Chief’s Office, the first time, serving on the Job Corps staff, he was 
selected as a National Institute of Public Affairs Fellow and Zane and Betty spent 
a year at Cornell University, along with their children, Tim and Kelley.

In 1968 he was assigned Deputy Forest Supervisor of the Sierra and then 

Supervisor.  During this time, the Sierra became a leader in environmental reform 

and human development programs. This led to promotion to Supervisor of the 

Willamette NF during a period of 1 Billion Board Feet timber programs.  Amid 

considerable controversy, he led the Forest to a stable and sustainable timber 

management program.  

Those same skills resulted in promotion to Director of Recreation and Wilderness 

Management in the Washington D.C. Office. There he led the second Roadless Review process and interacted with the 
Congress in considerable Wilderness designations.  

Zane completed his career in San Francisco as Regional Forester for California, Hawaii, and Micronesia.  Significant 
achievements were made in Civil Rights, sustainable timber programs, and recreation management.  After retirement 
in 1988, he spent a decade applying Forest Service management principles to the emerging free market entities of the 

former Soviet Union, working with their natural resource organizations.
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  MEET OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Onno Wieringa

Onno Wieringa retired in early 2017 as the General Manager of the Alta 

Ski Area in Utah.  He now lives in Missoula and Hungry Horse, MT.   He 

is an avid skier, outdoorsman, and has great respect for the Forest Service 

and the Nation’s public lands.  

In 1972, after graduating from Montana State University, Onno arrived in 

Utah’s Little Cottonwood Canyon. At 23, he landed a job as a ski patroller 
at Alta and slung drinks at the Rustler Lodge. He continued patrolling, 

eventually becoming snow-safety director. In 1988, he was named Alta’s general manager. A hands-on boss (he 

oversaw all operations, even picking up trash in the parking lot), his favorite morning ritual was firing the fixed 
105-millimeter recoilless rifle for avalanche control. 

Onno participated in the Museum’s first Conservation Legacy Campfire in September and has a very solid understanding 
and appreciation for our Mission.  He is respected for his passion, values, personality, and experience.  He knows not 

only the ski industry, but the importance of the public lands and conservation.   As Onno has gotten older his interest 

in history has grown. 

John Steffenson 

John Steffenson is an Environmental Studies and Geography graduate of the University 
of Oregon and has a distinguished career working in the field of geographic information 
systems.  He worked for the Forest Service from 1978 until 1995, primarily in the Pacific 
Northwest. He worked on the Northwest Forest Plan, the Columbia Basin Ecosystem 
Management Project, the Scientific Analysis Team, the Gang of Four and the Region 6 
Old Growth Inventory.  

In 1995 John left the Forest Service and began his career with Esri, an International supplier 

of geographic information stsyem (GIS) software.  For ten years John was manager of 

the Land and Natural Resources team overseeing accounts with the USDA, DOI and 

Tribes.  In 2005 he became Director of the business development team responsible for all civilian federal government 

business.  He is now Director of Global Business Development - Natural Resources for Esri.

John is a lifetime member of the National Museum of Forest Service History and a member of the Society of American 

Foresters and the 1900 Founder’s Circle.  He is highly respected in the field of geographic information systems and 
has a long-time passion for the history, development and conservation of our nation’s natural resources.

Get Involved!

The Museum is always looking for volunteers!  Would you like to help on a committee, 

with an event, or by welcoming visitors at the Museum’s Visitor Center this summer?   
Yes!  Please call or email our office to talk about great opportunities to get involved!



  Header                                     
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  MEET OUR AFFILIATE MEMBER - FRIENDS OF NINEMILE

Friends of Ninemile (FON) is an Affiliate Member of the National Museum of Forest Service History that is dedicated 
to preserving the history of the Ninemile Ranger Station and Remount Depot, located in Huson, Montana.  The 

mission of  FON is to promote local history of the Ninemile.  In cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service, FON 

provides interpretive, education and informational materials as well as maintenance and restoration services that add 

to the visitors’ enjoyment and understanding of the natural, cultural, historic and recreational resources.  

Friends of Ninemile was formed when a group of packers, outfitters, and USFS retirees saw the need to help protect 
and promote Ninemile.  Ninemile was started in 1930 as a central depot to supply pack stock, serve as a training base 

for packers and to standardize packing practices.  The Ninemile Civilian Conservation Corps camp was organized 
in 1933, giving work to 600 men who built the buildings, fences, pastures, roads, irrigation systems and served 

as firefighting crews in the National Forests. The original Remount Depot buildings were designed to resemble a 
prosperous eastern horse farm, and operation of the Remount Depot was modeled after the cavalry; saddle horses and 

mules were bred here for Forest Rangers.  

During the Remount era, 35 packers were busy fixing fences, working at the forges, maintaining barns and shoeing 
stock when they weren’t on the trail supplying fire crews.   In the 1940’s the first smoke jumper base was developed 
at Camp Menard, just above the Ninemile station.  The history of the original Remount Depot continue with the 
Northern Rockies Pack Trail and through the Ninemile Wildlands Center, teaching and displaying traditional packing 
skills and assisting with many back country projects.  Funding and volunteer labor from FON helps keep that history 

alive.

Front Row:  Shiffy Welborn (FS); Laura Johnson (FS); Maureen Allenstein; Mary Gant
Middle Row:  Stan Murphy; Jack Atkins; Jeanne Atkins; Kathy Wolf; Donna Szuhy; Karen Borchers: Lynette Lame
Back Row:  John McElligott; Debbie McElligott: Jeff Wolf; Rick Gant;  Dave Borchers; Bob Lame
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Visitor information and educational services at Ninemile are sponsored in part by FON.  The group provides a full 

range of books, educational and theme-related materials for sale at the Visitor Center.  Including local history and 
nature books, historical postcards, bumper stickers, clothing, toys, pins and cookbooks.  FON provides support 

funding for the Visitor Center volunteers and also funds the update of the reader board at the Visitor Center. A grant 
from the Missoula County Historic Preservation Committee enabled FON to reprint the historical booklet about the 
Remount Depot, “32 Years in the Mule Business.”

Funds generated from sales along with donations and FON memberships are put to work at Ninemile.   Besides 

supporting the  Visitor Center, the funding and volunteer’s provided by FON have been instrumental in preservation 
and restoration work.  

Completed projects include reconstruction of the loading 
chutes, replacements of the compound’s wood fence, 

improvement of the hitching rail at the blacksmith shop, 

repair of the scales, installation of an updated entrance 

sign, painting and maintenance of buildings, roof and porch 

replacements, and general ground maintenance.  

FON also worked with Road Scholar volunteers to complete 

restoration of the associated facilities at Clear Water Crossing.  
Clear Water Crossing is an important site to managing the 
Great Burn recommended wilderness, housing pack stock 

and serving as a base for Ninemile Wildlands Center Training 
classes.  Unfortunately, the restored bunkhouse, tool and hay 

sheds were lost during the West Fork Fish Creek fire in 2015.  
The Forest is currently rebuilding the bunkhouse and the 

Friends of Ninemile contributed more than $2,000 to assist 

in these efforts.

Entering their 10th year as a volunteer organization, FON wants to move forward on one of their more challenging 

projects, the restoration of the original 1936 mule hauling truck.  Kenworth Truck Company built the truck to Forest 
Service engineers specifications using a Greyhound bus chassis.  The dual axle, 10 wheel, cab-over was designed 
to haul nine mules and packer’s riding horses, all the pack saddles and riding saddles and a complete 25-man crew 

pack outfit.   The truck was rescued from a rancher’s field where it sat for 25 years.  After getting the truck to 
Ninemile and acquiring replacement tires and rims, the group is seeking funding assistance and grants to restore 

this valuable piece of Forest Service history.

Managed  by a volunteer committee made up of retired Forest Rangers, fire staff, historians, outfitters, packers and 
backcountry enthusiasts, FON is an affiliate organization of the National Museum of Forest Service History.  FON 
depends on memberships, volunteers and sales at the Visitor Center to continue their work.   If you would like more 
information about the Friends of Ninemile,  please email: friendsofninemile@gmail.com.  

  MEET OUR AFFILIATE MEMBER - FRIENDS OF NINEMILE

1936 Mule Hauler 

Restoration Project
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Become a member of the National Museum of Forest Service History and help us preserve America’s 

conservation legacy.  To become a member, complete and mail this form, along with payment to:  

NMFSH, P.O. Box 2772, Missoula, MT 59806-2772

YES- SEND THE NEWSLETTER TO MY EMAIL NEW RENEWAL GIFT

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City________________________________ State:____________ Zip:_____________

Phone:__________________________ Email:________________________________

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES & ANNUAL DUES

Student $15

Individual            $30

Family $55

Contributing      $150

Sustaining         $300

Organization     $100

Lifetime $1000

I would like to make an 

additional donation of:

$_______

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Check enclosed 

Please charge my credit card 

Card number:_____________________________________

Exp:__________CVV___________

National Museum of 

Forest Service History
P.O. Box 2772

Missoula, MT 59806-2772

Non-Profit 
Organization

U.S. Postage

PAID

Permit No. 569

Missoula, MT

59808

NOTE: Your mailing label shows the date your membership expires.  Please mail dues payment 1-month prior to the date 

listed.  This space is blank for complementary copies of the newsletter. Please renew EXPIRED memberships as soon as 

possible to continue supporting the Museum.


