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Columbia Space Shuttle Recovery

By Dave Jolly

Dave Jolly began his Forest Service career in 1961 on the
Francis Marion National Forest on the coast of South Carolina.
He retired in 1995 as Regional Forester in Region I at Missoula,
Montana, with several stops elsewhere in Regions 3, 8, and 9 and
the Washington Office. The Jolly’s live on Lake Martin near
Montgomery, Alabama. Dave is currently serving the NMFSH as
Regional Director in the South and as a member of the Capital
Campaign Committee.

11 of us remember that fateful morning, February 1, 2003,

when, glued to our TV’s, we watched as the space shuttle
Columbia broke up over east Texas and western Louisiana, just 16
minutes from touchdown in Florida. Most will long remember
exactly where they were when they learned of this terrible tragedy.
Our thoughts were first for the families of the astronauts and then
for our country. Thus began the gargantuan task of finding our
astronauts and as much of Columbia as possible.

District Ranger Marcus Beard

Within four hours of the break-up of Columbia, Sabine District,
National Forests of Texas, Ranger Marcus Beard organized 80
searchers including 22 people from his 31 employee district. As
might be expected, Marcus was concerned about safety and, above
all, finding the astronauts. Marcus said, “We told everyone not to
touch the shuttle material as it could be hazardous.” The job was to
flag and GPS all shuttle fragments for later recovery after people
had been made aware of the dangers involved with the hazardous
materials aboard the shuttle.

Initially the search was done with volunteers supervised by
employees of the U.S. Forest Service and Texas Forest Service. In
their first steps off the road they found human remains, and, by the
eleventh day, all seven of the fallen astronauts had been found.
Every time human remains were discovered, a special “Evidence

Response Team” was summoned. Reverend Fred Raney, Pastor of

Hemphill, Texas’ First Baptist Church accompanied the team. “My
main purpose was to let the families know that we were there for
the people they loved, and that we remembered them and honored
them,” said Raney. He led these on-the-spot memorial services, in
the woodlands and pastureland, wherever the astronauts were
found, before their remains were removed. “The people on these
volunteer teams were always extremely professional in how they
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Museum News
By Gray Reynolds, President

Congratulations to the members of the 2012 Forest Service Reunion organizing
committee for making last year's Reunion, Rendezvous in the Rockies, in Vail, Colo-
rado, a huge success. Tom Thompson and the Reunion Committee did an outstanding
job of planning and coordinating this event. The Reunion Committee donated $30,000
in net proceeds to the National Museum of Forest Service History. These critical funds
will support the ongoing capital campaign and current Museum operations. The Board
of Directors thanks the Reunion Committee for making this very generous donation.
Thanks also to Ellen Hodges, the Reunion financial coordinator, who provided com-
plete and timely reporting to the Museum in order to ensure that the donations received
by the Reunion qualified as charitable deductions.

Several other important accomplishments occurred in 2012:

Forest Service Repository Planned -- Chief Tom Tidwell committed the Forest
Service to providing for the proper protection and management of artifacts currently
maintained by the Museum on behalf of the Forest Service. The Forest Service will
program funds to establish a repository for storage and curation of Forest Service
owned artifacts in Missoula. The repository will contain archival materials and arti-
facts for use by the Museum, and the agency’s history program.

Donation Received to Support the Museum's Repository -- In November the
Museum received a $5,000 bequest from the estate of Charles E. "Mike” Hardy who
passed away in 2012. Mike, a career fire researcher at the Missoula Fire Sciences
Laboratory, was a former member of the Board of Directors and volunteered his time
in the Museum's repository program. Several years ago Mike contacted Dave Stack
prior to including a Planned Gift in his will to benefit the Museum's repository pro-
gram. Thanks to his thoughtful inclusion of the Museum in his will, we were able to
purchase large archival storage boxes to store clothing. These storage boxes, each
costing about $60, would not have been possible without Mike's generous gift.

Richard B. Anderson Estate Bequest Received -- Notification of a bequest on
behalf of the Richard B. Anderson Estate was received in November. Richard Ander-
son was a smokejumper, a timber sales administrator on the Bridger Teton National
Forest in Pinedale, Wyoming and finally a District Ranger on the Sawtooth National
Recreation Area in Hailey, Idaho. Anderson generously gifted half interest in his resi-
dence in Hailey, Idaho to the Museum in his will.

Green Hornet Fire Engine MOU Signed -- The Southern California Mountains
Foundation (formerly the Friends of the San Bernardino National Forest) has agreed to
help the Museum restore and care for the Green Hornet Fire Engine, a 1951 Ford,
Cleveland National Forest fire engine. The engine will be used in local parades and
other Forest Service events in southern California. Our thanks to Dan Gosnell, who
will continue the lead the Museum's restoration and Gene Zimmerman who helped
arrange the Memorandum Of Understanding. The truck is in running condition and
volunteers continue to restore the body and parts to their original polish.

Museum Partners with Forest Service on Webinar Presentation -- The Mu-
seum organized a speakers panel for a webinar entitled, "Preparing Forest Service Em-
ployees For Career Advancement," held on December 12. This one hour webinar was
a Forest Service training opportunity open to any employee, and more than 120 current
employees attended. Panel members included Dave Stack and Lynn Sprague from the
Museum; Pete Griffin, retired ranger in Alaska and Jane Cottrell, Deputy Regional
Forester in Missoula. The panel covered topics from “Adapting to new communities”
and “Preparing for new responsibilities” to “Appreciating the role of families: and the
“Value of employee mobility within the Forest Service.” At the end of the program,
employees learned about the Museum’s mission, vision and current programs.
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handled these situations”. But, there’s absolutely no
way anyone can be prepared for this. So “Critical
Incident Debriefing Teams were brought in and made
mandatory for all people,” said Ranger Beard.

To organize the search Greg Cohrs, Sabine Ranger
District Timber Sale Forester, gathered information
and data from the ground search teams, and, using
GPS, established a “debris line” to help pinpoint the
next day’s search grids. During the first critical seven
days, Greg single-handedly planned each day’s
operation. After 11 days, a NASA team of “rocket
scientists” established their own daily search grids,
using hundreds of GPS points. It turned out that, with
few exceptions, their data mirrored Greg’s
calculations. Do you suppose that Greg, in his wildest
dreams, ever thought he would find himself attached
to such a major historical event, playing such a
significant role and, doing it so well?

Rough Search Conditions

So, what were the searchers up against? Most of
you who have worked across the deep South from east
Texas to southern Virginia, in the coastal plain and
lower Piedmont country, will have a good feel for
what faced the men and women who were in the field
looking for our astronauts and pieces of the shuttle.
Gary McKee, a Hemphill volunteer searcher,
described it well.

“Teams averaging 20 people lined up 20 feet apart
and on command began their journey through the
woods. People were walking straight into eight-foot
high briar patches, brush with visibility of six feet,
crisscrossing creeks and occasionally having a nice
stroll in the woods. One person might be in the open
while only 20 feet away the next team member is
enmeshed in a briar tangle. Their job was to forge
through without help as that would destroy the line.
Team leaders, a U.S. Forest Service employee and a
Jasper County Sheriff, always kept us in line and
moving forward.”

Adding to it all, there was cold rain, very sticky
mud, ornery cattle, wild hogs, poison ivy, barbed wire
fences and sometimes bank-full creeks. Then, when
the weather warmed, they were confronted with
snakes, mosquitoes, chiggers and tornadoes. And
finally, a race against time to beat the “green-up”
which would make an already difficult job next to
impossible.

After several days searching with volunteers,
FEMA and NASA decided to bring in Incident
Management Teams. At this time federal firefighting
crews were dispatched from all across the country and
began to replace the volunteer search effort.

Something is always special about volunteers coming to a
situation like this and giving of themselves, doing all
manner of things to help. This case was certainly no
exception. There were over 2,000 volunteers and many
beat themselves up pretty badly getting through the brush
and contending with all the other elements.

The local people were fantastic. Among a myriad of
things, they let searchers tramp across their land and climb
on their fences. They volunteered their bedrooms so that
some of the searchers would have a place to stay, and
astoundingly, before the caterers arrived, a handful of
Hemphill, Texas volunteers served some 32,000 meals at
no charge to anyone. “We estimated they provided us
$620,000 in services for free!” marveled Ranger Beard.

Firefighter Crews

By February 12", the Forest Service, Bureau of Indian
Affairs, Bureau of Land Management, National Park
Service, Fish and Wildlife Service and State Forestry
organizations were called on to bring the Incident
Command System and their wildland firefighters to finish
the job. Many don’t realize that, aside from their role in
fire suppression, these federal firefighting teams, using the
Incident Command System, are also called on to help with
everything from hurricane disasters and the World Trade
Center terrorist attack aftermath, to the recent outbreak of
the fatal virus, Exotic Newcastle Disease, that effects all
bird species and is the world’s most infectious poultry
disease. It was the first time FEMA requested an Incident
Management Team to be used in an operational mode,
rather than solely for logistical support purposes.

This mid-February blitzkrieg arrival of Incident
Management Teams and fire fighting crews propelled and
improved the ongoing search efforts. Just as if it were a
wildland fire these people rotating in and out by the
hundreds, from February through April, heeded their
country’s call. They responded to this non- fire event
from practically every state in the Union. They are the
men and women who staff the all-important Incident
Command System (ICS) positions. They are experts in
logistics, operations, fiscal management, planning and
safety and finally, they brought with them the 20-person
wildland fire suppression crews who quickly became
highly competent space shuttle searchers.

Commitment to Complete the Job

Astronaut “Dom” Gorie said that in those first days,
after the accident, his NASA team drew a line four miles
wide and 240-miles long. “We thought we could ground
search it. It was audacious. It was crazy. But the Forest
Service signed up for it. They went out and got it started
and never thought twice about it.” Wayne Farley,
FEMA’s Chief of Operations on the Columbia recovery

See Space, page 4
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incident, reinforced this when he said, “When we asked the
forest guys, the Texas Forest Service and the US Forest
Service, if they thought they could do this, it wasn’t a ‘we
think we can’, it was a definite ‘yes’. That showed the
dedication and attitude of those people. And the success of
our search just mushroomed from there.”

Before it was over, more than 130 federal, state and
local agencies and 270 volunteer groups and private
organizations joined forces to help in this unparalleled
national undertaking. More than 22,000 people spent 1.5
million hours on the search. They found more than 82,500
pieces of the Columbia Space Shuttle, weighing some
84,000 pounds — almost forty percent of the shuttle’s dry
weight. This astounding total is more than three times
what the professionals predicted could be recovered. The
mission was the largest search effort ever carried out in the
United States and is the country’s first “National Homeland
Security” incident. Of the 167 potential hazardous material
finds, only 50 were actually hazardous. It’s a credit to the
incident’s precautions, training and protocol that no one
was ever exposed to or injured by hazardous material. It is
a tribute to the Forest Service and the other people who
pioneered and developed the Incident Command System.

Heroic Efforts

Much more could be said about the heroic efforts of all
the people who worked so hard for the success of this
mission. As with anything like this, there are many
stories to tell. The Forest Service has published a
documentary, which captures many of those stories and
provides a great deal more detailed information about all
aspects of the mission. If you are a Forest Service
retiree you cannot help but have a feeling of pride in the
way “our” people turned out and did their job. They
brought recognition and great credit to the agency.
Great respect is also due all the people who were there
for the way they worked together to achieve success.
Certainly, the seven astronauts who gave their lives for
their country would say, “Well done!”

February 2013 is the 10th Anniversary of the
Columbia Space Shuttle crash. It is appropriate to
reprint this article which was originally published in
2004 in the Southern Region Retiree Association
Newsletter, Dixie Ranger.
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Eulogy for Flo Flock

By K. D. Flock bosses of all high ranks- a governor or two- some Con-
In 1929 a young graduate forester proposed mar- gressmen and women who came to look at the National
Forest properties.

riage, in spite of the "big depression".
Unlike many devoted wives, Flo looked forward to

He promised her she might have to start out in a log :
the moves and transfers. She never shed a tear---just

cabin, far from a town-no running water-outdoor plumb-
ing-wood stoves and no sink. To his surprise she ac-
cepted. Thus started 35 years of devotion to public ser-
vice in Forest Conservation.

place we would have built-in friends, since conservation
devotees are just that way.

If military career gals were often called "Army
brats", then Flo was very much a "Forest Service brat"
and loved it.

Her start was truly in a log cabin-no sink-water from
the creek, and a john out back.

Thru Flo's devotion, stamina, happy outlook, and
love for her hero, came a career that entailed nine offi-
cial transfers, with promotions-nine bought and sold
homes from Montana to New Mexico to Washington
D.C., from administration of a few acres of Forest to
over three million-from two temporary employees to a
couple of hundred:

The very lucky young man, way back then who car-
ried her over the threshold of that log cabin door has
been the happiest and luckiest man in the world for 62
great years.

K. D. Flock wrote this eulogy to his wife in 1990

. _ _ to acknowledge and thank her for her unpaid service
People were Flo's passion and satisfaction. She fed 4o the Forest Service. Flock was one of the creators
half-frozen sheep herders, lost hunters, and passers-by. ¢ Smokey Bear. He died in 1996.

Then as her man's responsibilities increased she fed NMFSH 2002.3.253

Donations to the Repository

Section of Timber Removed in 1927 from the
White House After 112 Years of Service

Wood sample is from the National Lumber Manufac- .
turers Association. Paper label attached to the wood with Homemade Huckleberry Picker, ca. 1920

information on the history of the sample. Donated by Made by Dorr Skeels, a 1910 Forest Supervisor
John Morrison Jt. of the Kootenai National Forest in Montana and in

1914 became the first Dean of the University of
Montana School of Forestry. In 1936 Dorr returned
to the Forest Service. Donated by Tom Finch.

The timber ..."was removed at the time of remodel-
ing the White House in 1927, and was found to be in
perfect condition. It was originally built into the Man-

sion during the residence of President James Madison in Hugkleberry picking was an important family
1815, following its burning by the British. project in Montana in 1910 and today.
NMEFSH 2005.200.5 NMFSH 2013.8.3



Rolf Anderson
William Cannon
James G. Gerber

Ed & Donna Heilman
Andy Leven

James Perry

John & Jackie Twiss
Peter Avers

Wally & Shirley Gallaher

Capital Campaign Donations
11/16/2012 To 02/14/13

Robert Gorsuch
Jeffrey Miller
Del Radtke
Max & Betty Swanson Foundation
Northern Rocky Mountain

Retirees Association
Rendezvous in the Rockies Reunion
Southern Forest Service

Retirees Association

Anonymous

John Barrington

Deen Boe

Claudia Brown
Charles W. Burk

Dick & Carole Carson
Joseph Church

Ray & Maxine Connelly
Blaine & Greta Cornell
Larry Cron

Tony Dorrell

John Drake

Rita J. Glazebrook
Margaret Greenwood
Rick Hafenfeld

Sam Halverson

Unrestricted Donations
11/16/2012 To 02/15/13

Donna M. Hanson
Dee & Mike Hathaway
John R. Hook

Pat House
William Jones

W. David Kolb
Lorraine Macebo
Victoria Maclean
William McCleese
Marjory McGuire
Don Meyer

Grant Morse
Anna Parker
Brian Payne
Susan Pifer

Del Radtke

Ted Rieger
Ronald A. Schaufler
Warren Schlapfer
David Smith
La Rose Spencer
David M. Stack
Peter F. Stickney
Alan R. Taylor
James Torrence
Everett Towle
Greg & Lisa Webster
Barbara P. Wolfe
Rodney F. Young
Pacific Southwest FSX Club
Rendezvous in the
Rockies Reunion

New Members
11/16/2012 To 02/14/13

David Hammond

Gene Persha

New Life Member
11/16/2012 To 02/14/13

Jeffrey Miller

Donations in Honor
11/16/2012 To 02/14/13

Carl Hickerson

Gabriel and Megan Miller

Ross McPherson

Donations in Memory
11/16/2012 To 02/14/13

Gary G. Brown
Ted Hatzimanolis
Gerry House
Richard R. Millar
Drucie Otterson



Yale University Library Collection of Fire Prevention Posters

Allison Bryant, a Yale University student and Museum volunteer from Boise, Idaho, found several interest-
ing private Fire Prevention posters on glass lantern slides created by the Enterprise Slide Company, Portland
Oregon. The collection of fire prevention posters are from the early 1900s to just after World War II.
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