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Alaska Forestry/Environmental History Perspectives 
A Joint  NMFSH and SAF Initiative  

U. S. Forest Service ranger boat at Old Kasaan on Skowl Arm 
and Killer Whale totem, Alaska, 1941  U.S. Forest Service photo by Joseph Yolo  

 See Alaska, page 3 

By John Sandor 
John is a long-serving museum Board member.  He worked 
for the U.S. Forest Service for 39 years in a variety of posi-
tions, including staff assistant to Chief Edward Cliff; assistant 
regional forester in Atlanta, Georgia; deputy regional forester 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and Alaska regional forester. After 
retiring from the agency, he became executive director of the 
Alliance for Juneau's Future and was one of the founders of 
the Juneau Gold Rush Commission, Inc. John was appointed 
as commissioner of Alaska's Department of Environmental 
Conservation from 1990 to 1994, during which time he also 
was a member of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. 
John received the Society of American Foresters Gifford Pin-
chot Medal in 2007. Sandor now lives in Juneau, AK. 

 

T here are many lessons to be learned from a 
review of the historic use and management 

of public lands. These lessons can be helpful in de-
veloping strategies for the management of public 
lands and natural resources on which present and 
future generations depend.  

In 1867, the United States signed an agreement 
with the Russian Minister to the United States, ced-
ing possession of Alaska (586,000 square miles of 
land) to the United States for the sum of $7.2 mil-
lion dollars. At this time, and throughout the latter 
part of the 19th century, increasing concerns were 
expressed about the potential problems of deforesta-
tion, erosion, flood and drought. Congress and 
President Benjamin Harrison enacted the Forest 
Reserve Act in 1891. The Organic Act of 1897 fol-
lowed. President Theodore Roosevelt continued to 
expand the number of forest reserves including two 
in Alaska, which were to become the Tongass and 
Chugach National Forests. Roosevelt also estab-
lished a number of National Park Service and Fish 
and Wildlife Service management areas within 
Alaska.  

This Alaska Forestry / Environmental History 

Initiative will describe the evolution of Alaska's public do-
main lands purchased from Russia in 1867 through the es-
tablishment of the various federal land management agen-
cies and Alaska's achievement of statehood by President 
Dwight Eisenhower's official declaration on January 3, 
1959. The initial years of public land and forest manage-
ment were basically focused on inventories and potential 
uses of various resources and the assurance they would be 
protected for the benefit of present and future generations.  

This History Initiative will also include descriptions and 
perspectives of the increasing competition among different 
interests and user groups that evolved throughout the 20th 
century and continue today. Following World War II and 
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We are proud of our role in preserving the traditions and history of the  U. S. 
Forest Service.  In the past year we have accomplished important projects 
that position the Museum toward the future. 

1. Donations passed the $1 million mark toward our capital campaign goal of 
$6 million. 

2. Completed construction of the water and sewer infrastructure at the 
Museum site. 

3. Completing a conceptual exhibit interpretive plan. 
4. Hired OZ Architects to design the museum building. 
5. Cataloged more than 19,000 historical items to date using a museum 

software database. 
6. Received a favorable report from independent auditors following audit of 

Museum’s financial records. 
Total museum revenue in 2006 was $567,313 with expenses of $81,597.  Major 
operating income was received as Dues $25,760 and Unrestricted Donations 
$15,982.  A majority of our expenses (85%) occurred in three categories:    

A)  $31,506 for cataloging historic items in the repository.  Wages for the 
curator was the bulk of this expense; B) $16,479 to maintain membership 
records and accounting which includes wages for a part-time accountant and 
the independent, formal audit; and C) $9,473 for Office & Repository which 
includes office supplies, postage and utilities . In addition, the value of vol-
unteer labor to the museum was over $100,000. 

The Annual Report is available on the museum webpage www.nmfs-history.net 
by clicking on Annual Reports on the home page and then click on 2007 Annual 
Report. 

If you have not made a contribution to support the normal museum expenses or 
the Capital Campaign, please consider making a tax-deductible donation before 
the end of December.   

Best Wishes 

Gray Reynolds, President, NMFSH 

Consider A Gift of a 
IRA Charitable Rollover 

 

If you are 70 1/2 years of age or older, you may  rollover from 
an IRA to a charity without claiming any increased income or 
paying additional taxes.  This rollover will count toward a per-
son’s mandatory annual IRA distribution.  This opportunity will 
expire on December 31, 2007, unless extended.  CONTACT THE 
MUSEUM OFFICE FOR DETAILS: 406-541-6374. 

Progress Report 
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Alaska, continued from page 1 

New Forest Service History  
Memorials—Since February 2007 

  In Honor of  
Nancy D. Doll 
Max Green 
William D. Hagenstein 
Rex Hartgraves 
Senator Zell Miller 

 

  Memorials for  
Joe Ely 
Lorin Hearst  
Walt Kirchner  
Howard Rondthaler 
Al Mullen 
Doris Wilson 

 

into the 1990s, an integrated forest product industry devel-
oped with more than seventy logging camps, sawmills and 
other forest product plants with two pulp mills processing 
lower quality logs. Today, Southeast Alaska no longer has 
an integrated forest product industry and continuing litiga-
tion has precluded the development of new forest access 
roads and timber sales.  

 
The Alaska Society of American Foresters - at its April 

2007 Annual Meeting - approved an Alaska Forestry His-
tory Initiative, in partnership with the National Museum of 
Forest Service History; University of Alaska; author-
historian Jim Fickle of Memphis State and Yale Universi-
ties; the Forest History Society and others.  The objective is 
to compile Alaska Forestry / Environmental History Per-
spectives from Alaska Society of American Foresters’ mem-
bers, partners and other associates who have been managing 
or are dependent on Alaska's resources to sustain healthy 
ecosystems and prosperous homes and communities.  

Prospective subjects and contributors are, as of October 
2007, listed below.  Because of the enthusiastic response to 
this History Initiative, consideration is being given to pre-
paring a variety of presentations in printed, electronic and 
oral history format.  

ALASKA FORESTRY / ENVIRONMENTAL 
HISTORY PERSPECTIVES OUTLINE 

Introduction: Managing Alaska's Resources to Sustain 
Healthy Ecosystems and Prosperous Communities by John 
Sandor - adapted from a 2003 Northern Polar Regional Con-
ference presentation. 

Discovery, mapping and inventories of Alaska's diverse 
ecosystems; Literature Search by Jim LaBau and others.  

Climate changes and influence on Alaska's ecosystems 
and Russian Forestry Practices 1830-1870 by University of 
Alaska Forestry Professor Glenn Juday.  

Evolution of Transportation Systems in Alaska by repre-
sentatives of land, sea and air transportation entities.  

Theodore Roosevelt's Public Land Proclamations in 
Alaska and conservation through wise use and preservation 
by Dick Coose, Wayne Nicolls and others.  

Evolution of Public Domain Lands in Alaska; The 
BLM's Alaska History; The BIA's Alaska History by Jim 
Richardson, Carl Jeglum and Curt McVee; and Gene Long.  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Parks and 
Monuments in Alaska by Helen Clougb and a National Park 
representative.  

Alaska Native Use of Southeast Alaska Natural Re-
sources and Alaska Native Regional Corporation Forestry 
by Randy Wanamaker and Ron Wolfe.  

U.S. Forest Service National Forest and State and Pri-
vate Forestry Programs in Alaska by Dennis Bschor  

Evolution of Long-Term Silvicultural Research in 
Southeast Alaska by Michael McClellan.  

Tongass National Forest 1940's - 2005 by Steve Brink 
(draft manuscript completed).  

Evolution of Litigation Challenging Forest Access, tim-
ber, mining and other projects by one or more attorneys 
engaged in resource-based litigation.  

Forest Products Industry in Alaska and the Rise and Fall 
of Southeast Alaska's Timber Industry by Owen Graham, 
George Woodbury and others.  

Evolution of Mining on Alaska's Public Lands; Chal-
lenges and Opportunities for the Future by John Kato.  

Evolution of Tourism, Alaska: always an exciting desti-
nation with an extraordinarily bright future by a Cruise Ship 
and Air Transportation Industry representative(s).  

University of Alaska academic, research and extension 
programs by Steve Jones, John Fox, Tony Gasbarro, Bob 
Wheeler and others.  

Alaska Forest Practices Act and Management of State 
Forests and University and Mental Health Lands by Chris 
Maisch, Les Fortune, Tom Boutin and others.   In 1956, the 
U.S. Congress granted to the then Territory of Alaska, the 
right of the Territory to select one million acres of the best 
available land in Alaska for a trust to be used "first for the 
necessary expenses of Alaska's mental health program."  

Municipal and Community Forests; Urban / Rural Inter-
face Challenges by Susanne Barkwood.  

Opportunities in the Future: Forests and Related Natural 
Resources for Whom?  From various perspectives by some 
contributors listed above and others. 

 Historical pictures for use throughout the manuscript 
by Arland Harris; Wayne Nicolls with Forest Service 
staff and Paul McIntosh's Ranger Fleet pictures. 

Opportunities for oral history interviews. 
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Julie Allen 
Lisa Allen 

Pete Anderson 
Raymond G. Aslin 

George Bacon 
Everard Baker 

James S. Barresi 
Butch Blaze 

Marvin D. Brown 
Philip Bryce 
Dick Buehler 

John C. Burwell 
Linda Casey 

Vicki Christiansen 
Paul J. Corny 
Bill Crapser 

Robert K. Davies 
Paul DeLong 

Robert Dettmann 
Dan Devlin 

James DiMaio 
C. Randall Dye 
Dave Epperly 

Christie Fairchild 
Robert K. Farris 

Curtis & Sandra French 
Paul D. Frey 

Carol Funking 
Carl E. Garrison, III 

Alec Giffen 
Edgardo Gonzalez 

Ruben Grijalva 

Bill Hagenstein 
Bob Harrington 
James B. Hull 
Jeff Jahnke 
Cris Jensen 
Ed Johnson 
Scott Josiah 

Steven W. Koehn 
Larry A. Kotchman 

Donna LaCourt 
Mike Long 

J. David Lytle 
Leah W. Mac Swords 

Chris Maisch 
Albert Martinez 

Mike Mason 

Wib Owen 
Kirk Rowdabaugh 
Bob Schowalter 

Steven Scott 
John Seifert 

John T. Shannon 
E. Austin Short, III 
Steven J. Sinclair 
Donald H. Smith 

Ray Sowers 
Cathy Sparks 

Robert Swinford 
Paul Tauke 

Becky Timmons 
Robert Van Aken 
Steve Williams 

Julie Allen 
R.B. Anderson 
Richard Bacon 

Chester A. Bennett 
Mary Ellen Bosworth 

Larry Brown 
Richard E. Burns 

John Case 
Kenneth Cochran 

Tom Coston 
John Emerson 
Bill C. Fischer 
Carol Funking 

Dorothy C. Hofferber 
Ralph Jaszkowski 

Douglas Leisz 
Greg Margason 
David K. Nelson 

Harold Nygren 
James Payne 
Robert Perske 

Delmar L. Radtke 
John Sandor 

Andrew & Barbara Schmidt 
Larry Schmidt 

Dave Scott 
Raymond C. Shearer 

William Shirley 
Robert P. Spivey 

Tom L. Thompson 
Jim Trenholm 

Jerry & Sandra Wooten 
Steve Williams 

Cris Jensen, Msla Airport 

 

R.B. Anderson 
Roger R. Bay 
John Benzie 
D.H. Boelter 

Homer Bowles 
Gary G. Brown 

Robert Buckman 
Richard Bury 

Richard F. Buscher 
John Case 

Gerald J. Coutant 
Jack Fisher 

Max C. Green 
Harold L. Greer 

John Gwaltney¸ Forestry 
Suppliers, Inc 
Mike Kerrick 

Ted Koskella 
Chuck & Karin Lowrie 

Allen Lundgren 
Robert W. Merz 
James OKeefe 
Duane Packer 
Don Pederson 

Delmar L. Radtke 
Gray F. Reynolds 

Ronald A. Schaufler 
Robert P. Spivey 

Lynn Sprague 
John Zasada 
OZ Architects 

DJ&A Engineering 
 

Welcome New Members—8/11/07 to 11/09/07 

Unrestricted Donations—8/11/07 to 11/09/07 

Capital Campaign Donations—8/11/07 to 11/09/07 

Memory of Lorin Hearst—8/11/07 to 11/09/07 
John & Shannon Abernathy 
Alvin & Grace Amundson 

Timothy & Elizabeth Baker 
William Beaman 

Mitzi Bertane 
Arthur Bick 

Elizabeth Black 
Betty Boehler 
Donna Booth 
Joanne Booth 

Marion Bradley-Cook 
Judy & Bill Brodsky 

Millar Bryce 
Rosemary Calveri 
Charles Chambers 

Vern & Jessie Clapp 
Lana & Frank Clark 

John & Nancy Coffee 

Pat & Shirley Colyer 
Donna & Daniel Conway 
William and Ruby Covey 

Arlene Dickinson 
John Emerson 
Eldon M. Estep 

H. William Gabriel 
Eva Goodrich 

O. Dean Goodrich 
Donna Goodwin 
Barbara Gorsh 
Robert Gorsuch 
David Graham 
Maurice Guay 

Glenn & Donna Hadley 
Philip & Lillian Hagen 
Gay Anne Hainline 

Rita Hall 

Mike Hardy 
Dolores Harrison 

Alfred Haugh 
Kris & Dean Hearst 

Nita Hearst 
Ella Howell 

Dorothy Howey 
April Johnson 

Christina & Randall Kappes 
Anthony Keast 

Denis Keast 
Embree Kennedy 

Donna Kouns 
David & Michele Kratz 
Ed & Nancy La Voie 

Tom Lennon 
Mary Lesar 

David Lowery 

Donald & Edwina Lynch 
Nancy Markins 

Marvin McMichael 
Marcia Montgomery 
Eileen Munshower 

Donald W. Nelson Jr. 
Laura Osterwyk 

Florence Ottenbacher 
Phyllis & Ben Ouellette 

Bernice Patterson 
Marjorie Pettinato 

James & Lonna Poling 
John Puckett 

Lillian & Robert Quinn 
C.L. Reiner 

Dorothy Roseleip 
C. Russell Royter 
Earl Salmonson 

See Hearst, continued page 8 
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Capital Campaign Donation and Pledge Card  
National Museum of Forest Service History, P.O. Box 2772 

Missoula, MT 59806-2772  
 
Donor Name(s):________________________ Address _______________________________  
 
City: ______________________ State: ____ Zip: _______ Daytime Ph.: ______________ 
 

  I / We enclose a gift of   $______ 

  I / We pledge a total gift of  $______ 

  Pledge Payment Schedule: 
 
1) Date ___________ $ _________ 3) Date ____________ $ _________ 
         
2) Date ___________ $ _________ 4) Date ___________ $ _________ 

Please pay pledges by December 31, 2008 
Gifts and pledges may be paid by cash/check or by gifting securities (stocks and bonds).  For securities, please call 
the Museum Office (406 541-6374) or write the Museum Office for transfer instructions.  In accordance with IRS 
regulations, your gift is fully tax-deductible. 
 
All donators will be recognized in a commemorative booklet available at the Museum. Donors giving $1,000 or 
more will be recognized on the Wall of Honor in the Museum lobby.   

Capital Campaign 
Gifts 

As of 10/31/2007 

 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1  

Capital Campaign 
Thermometer 

$6 Million Goal CATEGORY  AMOUNT 

Members & Friends   $  296,220 

Pledge Balance   88,926 

Organizations  103,400 

Foundations  20,000 

Government  525,000  

In-Kind Gifts  11,333 

Endowments  17,034 

  TOTAL   $  1,061,913 

Campaign News 
Lynn Sprague and Dave Stack met with the Board of the Northwest Mining Asso-
ciation in Spokane, WA.   They discussed the historical partnership between the 
Forest Service and the mining industry and how the museum will interpret multi-
ple use history.  Lynn will attended the December convention and meet individu-
ally with several companies.   Lynn also met with representatives of J. R. Simplot 
in Boise. 
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P.O. Box 2772 
Missoula, MT 59806-2772 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 569 
Missoula, MT 

59806 

Note: Your mailing label shows the date your membership expires.  Please 
mail dues payment, 1 month prior to the date listed above. This space is 
blank on complementary issues of the newsletter.   Please renew EXPIRED 
memberships as soon as possible to continue support of the Museum pro-
gram. 

Michael Barton 
Joy Churchill 
John Drake 

Fred Haeussler 
Carolyn Rondthaler 

John Sandor 

Forest Service History Memorial 
Donations 

Memory of Lorin Hearst  (continued from page 6) 

Mary Ann Schipf 
Cleo & Nadean Schroeder 

May Sentman 
Mollie Simon 
Helen Smith 

Eleanor Snyder 
Dave Stack 

J.R. & V. Stephenson 
Dorothy Stergios 

Ina & Gordon Swanson 
John Swanson 

Norman & Jean Swanson 
Charles P. Teague, Jr. 

Alexandra Teper 
Freddi & Richard Thompson 

Vern Thompson 
Betty & Stan Thomson 

Eleanor Topel 

Alice Townsend 
Robert Tutsky 

Mary Ann Valgenti 
Robert & Eleanor Weidman 

Lillian Wenger 
Ralph & Jean Williams 
Gordon & Lavon Wilson 

Beverly Yelczyn 

Coming Events 
  

Forest Service Reunion 2009 
   September 7-11, 2009, Missoula, MT 

Cosponsored by the National Smokejumper 
Association, Northern Rocky Mountain Retir-
ees Association & the Museum. 

 
February 2008 Newsletter 
 Technology & Development  Program 

8 


	Please pay pledges by December 31, 2008
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