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Annual Membership Meeting 
ARCHITECTURAL AND EXHIBIT PLANS UNVEILED  

See Meeting, page 2 

N ational Museum of Forest 
Service History unveiled its 

architectural and exhibit concept plans 
for its permanent home in Missoula at 
its Annual Members’ Meeting on the 
evening of September 8, 2009. The 
meeting, attended by over 300 persons, 
was held in conjunction with the Forest 
Service Reunion in Missoula, MT. The 
$12.7 million, 30,000-square-foot 
building plans were also presented to 
members, media and invited commu-
nity leaders at a September 8 noon 
luncheon at the building site.  Architect 
Stan Zimet discussed  design considera-
tions for the building at the September 
9th  Reunion banquet.  

The plans envisions a building 
strengthened by tall timbers of 24 tree 
species, each with a story to tell.  A 
facility constructed as a model of en-
ergy efficiency and LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design) 
certified.  A dynamic theater and inter-
active exhibits tell the story of the For-
est Service and its partners, engaging 
you from the moment you step inside.  

Bill Shenk (left) presents the Old 
Smokey’s building fund donation to 
President Gray Reynolds. 

Tom Tidwell, Chief, and Gray Rey-
nolds, Museum President at  noon 
luncheon, September 8, 2009. 

S tan Zimet, OZ Architects, said 
for every gift and pledge that 

we receive during the Forest Service 
Reunion week, OZ Architects will 
match them dollar for dollar up to 
$50,000.  Board Member Lynn Sprague 
issued the challenge during the Annual 
Members’ Meeting.  Board Member 
Doug Leisz led the effort to buttonhole 

members during the week.  Board Mem-
ber Dave Scott worked with the Old 
Smokey’s Board to arrange a  $5,000 
donation.   

The challenge resulted in $77,000 in 
donations and another $9,000 pledged, 
to more than match the $50,000 from 
OZ Architects.  

OZ Fundraising Challenge Successful  

Gallery areas are dedicated to traveling 
and temporary exhibits.  There are 
classrooms, meeting rooms, and a place 
for volunteers inside and out. 

“Over the course of the Forest Ser-
vice’s first century, there has never 
been one central repository where arti-
facts could be stored, preserved and 
displayed. The National Museum of 
Forest Service History is that place,” 
said Gray Reynolds, President, Na-
tional Museum of Forest Service His-
tory. 

“The Forest Service is proud of our 
rich history and we are eager to share 
this history with the public.  The les-
sons we have learned since our incep-
tion in 1905 will help our nation tackle 
current and future challenges such as 
climate change, land restoration and 
water conservation.  The National Mu-
seum of Forest Service History will be 
a wonderful repository of the Forest 
Service’s rich history and commitment 
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The President’s Report 
By Gray Reynolds 

The Annual Membership meeting and Forest Service Reunion, September 7 -11, in 
Missoula was an outstanding success.  Thanks to everyone who attended.  Thanks also to 
the members who made or pledged generous contributions to the Building Fund, Unre-
stricted Funds, Forest Service History Memorials, or the Live Auction during the week.  
These donations signify the commitment of current and former Forest Service employees 
to establish a national museum to preserve Forest Service history.  This support will im-
press private donors we will be contacting.   

Our Capital Campaign has reached $3.2 million in donations, pledges and in-kind sup-
port toward our $12.7 million goal.  The board is working 

to managing our nation’s precious natural re-
sources,” said Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell. 

As a showcase for its collection of more than 
40,000 objects, the Center will encourage visitors 
to explore the cultural, ecological, economic, po-
litical, and social history of the lands and people 
that have defined the nation and given meaning to 
the term conservation. 

“The best museums of history--through their 
artifacts and displays—are able to transport us to 
another time and place. They are designed to help 
us better understand the people and events that 
have shaped different aspects of our history and 
culture. The National Museum of Forest Service 
History has the potential to become one of those 
exemplary institutions,” said James Deutsch, Pro-
gram Curator, Center for Folklife and Cultural 
Heritage, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
DC. 

Reunion tour members on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 8, and the general public on Friday, viewed 
completed site improvements and posters and 
architectural drawings of the planned building. 
Board members were on hand to discuss the plans 
and answer questions.  A temporary exhibit in the 
Bungalow Ranger Station cabin at the museum 
site was open to visitors. 

Missoula Mayor John Engen, spoke 
at both events. 

Jim Webb and Andrew Cainion 
meet during the reception. 

Dick Bacon, Board Member, talks 
with tour group at building site. 

James Deutsch, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, and Dave Wanzenried, Mon-
tana State Senator, speakers at 
noon luncheon and Annual Meeting. 

Meeting, continued from page 1 

 See Report, page 7 
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By  J. Terry Moore  
Moore  is  a  1958  graduate  of  Michigan  Technological 
University, B. S. degree in Forest Management.  He held 
timber management positions on the Ottawa, Nicolet and 
Superior National Forests in Region 9.  He also worked as a 
programs officer at the Poplar Bluff Job Corps Center, Clark 
National Forest, Missouri; District Ranger on three National 
Forests:  Hoosier;  Nez  Perce,  and  Kootenai.   His  final 
assignment before retirement, in 1992, was as the Land and 
Resource  Management  Planner  on  the  Nicolet  National 
Forest  in  Wisconsin.    Moore  owned  and  operated  a 
consulting forester business until 2008. 

“National Forests exist today because the people 
want them. To make them accomplish the most good the 
people themselves must make clear how they want 
them run.” 

Gifford Pinchot  
“Use of the National Forests” 
 May 1907  

 

T he birth of Wisconsin's first national forest was no 
easy task.  The process required a lengthy series of 

approvals at the federal, state, and local levels before the 
purchase of land could even begin.  One rejection could have 
derailed the process.   

This paper focuses on the events leading to the 
establishment of the original purchase unit that eventually 
became the Nicolet National Forest with some attention 
given to the people who made things happen.  The time 
covered is from summer 1927 through the end of 1928.  The 
sources of information are the files of The Rhinelander 
Daily News, The Forest County Republican, The Vilas 
County News Review, the records of Forest, Oneida, and 
Vilas counties, the Forest Service, and the Marathon County 
Historical Society, curator of the personal papers of J. D. 
Mylrea, President of the Thunder Lake Lumber Company. 

Authority for establishing National Forests by purchase 
of land comes from the Act of March 1, 1911, commonly 
known as the Weeks Act.  When passed, the Act stated that 
no land could be purchased “until the legislature of the State 
in which the land lies shall have consented to the acquisition 
of such land by the United States for the purpose of 
preserving the navigability of navigable streams.”  This was 
known as enabling legislation and gave the states latitude to 
set conditions on the size or approval process for purchase 
areas.  The Weeks Act was later modified by the passage of 
the Clarke-McNary Act (June 7, 1924), which authorized 
purchase of land for National Forests when such lands would 
promote a future timber supply.   

Citing the Clarke-McNary authority, the Wisconsin 

State Authorization Process for the Nicolet Forest  
The Weeks & Clarke-McNary Acts 

legislature enacted legislation on June 26, 1925, empowering 
the United States to acquire land not exceeding 100,000 
acres, for the establishment of a National Forest. The 
legislation required "that any tract or tracts so selected shall 
be first approved by the governor, the commissioners of 
public lands, and the conservation commissioner.  In June of 
1927 the state's legislation was amended authorizing an 
additional 400,000 acres of purchase bringing the total to 
500,000 acres.   

Two additional changes were made. The original 
language requiring approval of each tract was changed by 
substituting the words "boundaries of any area so selected" 
for the statement "any tract or tracts so selected".  A new 
requirement that any “areas so selected be approved by the 
county boards of each of the counties in which lands were to 
be purchased", was added.  

The Legislative actions by the Federal and State 
governments set the stage for the Forest Service to advance a 
proposal to establish a “purchase unit", the term applied to 
the areas selected and approved per the enabling legislation.  
According to an article in The Rhinelander Daily News, 
November 10, 1927, Colonel W.B. Greeley, then Chief of 
the Forest Service, was in Madison, Wisconsin  to confer 
with L. Nagler, Wisconsin Conservation Director, on the 
proposal to establish a 500,000 acre purchase area in 
Forest, Oneida, and Vilas counties.  The article also stated 
that representatives of the Forest Service would be 
contacting the three county boards to determine their 
position on the proposed purchase unit.  

CCC Enrollees Planting Spruce 1939 
Hiawatha National Forest, Michigan 

Much of the purchased lands were clear-cut or abandoned 
agricultural lands. 

Forest Service, Eastern Region photograph courtesy of the Forest History Society, Durham, N.C.  

See Nicolet, page 4 
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The November 11, 1927 issue of The Rhinelander 
Daily News contained an editorial reporting that the 
proposed purchase unit had received the full support of 
the Forest Service, the State Conservation Commission, 
and the Governor of Wisconsin.  The editorial supported 
the proposal and urged the three county boards to 
approve the action during their annual meetings 
scheduled for the next week  

If approved by the county boards, the action will 
be a long step forward in the reforestation 
program. The Federal government will buy 
worthless land, good only for forestry, from the 
present owners. When merchantable timber is 
produced, it will be cut and sold and a large part of 
the proceeds will be turned back to the town in 
which the land is located.  

The editorial recognized one negative factor, that the land 
would not produce income while the forest was being 
restored but The Rhinelander Daily News did not view 
this as a valid objection, however, because the cut-over lands 
were going tax delinquent and the counties would lose 
revenue in either case.  

On November 16, 1927, E. W. Tinker, who was then a 
Forest Service lands assistant in the Denver, Region 2, office 
and Crosby Hoar, of the Superior National Forest, in Duluth, 
Minnesota, arrived in Rhinelander to discuss the proposal 
with the Forest, Oneida, and Vilas County boards during 
their annual meetings.  Tinker and Hoar appeared before the 
Oneida board in the morning and the Vilas board the 
afternoon of the same day.  Their reception was enthusiastic, 
and both boards quickly passed resolutions approving the 
purchase unit under a suspension of normal rules of 
procedure.  Later in the week, Tinker and Hoar addressed 
Forest County Board, but were not successful, as the Forest 
County Board tabled the motion for further consideration.  

An editorial in the November 27, 1928, issue of The 
Rhinelander Daily News reported that Forest County 
withheld action on the proposed forest reserve on the advice 
of C. L. Harrington, Superintendent of Forestry of the State 
Conservation Commission. Harrington advised the board that 
approval of the federal proposal would remove lands from 
the tax base forever because the federal government had no 
funds to implement management on the acquired lands.  Mr. 
Harrington objected to the action on the basis that it would 
delegate to the federal government a program which 
belonged properly to the state. The editorial agreed in part 
that there would be a period of loss of income while the 
lands were restored, but strongly supported the action taken 
by the Oneida County Board.  The editorial concluded with a 
request to Mr. Harrington "to refrain from misleading the 
people of northern Wisconsin who have an opportunity to get 
the cut-over lands back into their best use - forestry."  

75-Year-Old Red Pine Plantation 
Eastern National Forests have been restored through careful 
stewardship by the Forest Service.  The land in the photo was 
planted by the CCC’s in 1934.  There are approximately 
60,000 acres of red pine plantation on the Nicolet National 
Forest.  

Photo by J. Terry Moore 

An editorial in the November 29, 1927 issue of The 
Rhinelander Daily News states that the paper had received 
dispatches from Madison to the effect that the State 
Conservation Commission was heartily in favor of the 
proposed forest reserve.  The editorial said that the 
messages from Madison could "be interpreted in no other 
fashion than that which indicates the commission's 
displeasure with the activities of C. L. Harrington in 
appearing before the Forest County Board." The Daily 
News editorial also cited an editorial from the Antigo 
Journal which states:  

The Antigo Journal urges Forest County to 
convene in special session and cancel their former 
action and to act favorably on the matter. Langlade 
County will join in on the forest project when they 
are asked, but Langlade County had not been 
contacted by the forest service. The Journal supports 
the proposed forest based on future values of the land 
25 to 30 years hence.  

In tabling the issue of a federal forest, the Forest County 
Board did not dismiss the idea out of hand.  In later meetings 
they agreed to discuss the matter at the February 1928 board 
meeting. That discussion resulted in two significant actions.  
First that the question of a federal forest would be put to a 
county wide referendum at the spring elections scheduled for 
April 3, 1928; and second the county board would sponsor a 
public information meeting on the issue the election.  

The March 15, 1928 edition of The Forest County 
Republican reported substance of the public meeting held 

Nicolet, continued from page 3 

See Nicolet, page 5 
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March 14, 1928, at the Court House in Crandon, 
Wisconsin. Representing the Forest Service were L. A. 
Kneipp, Assistant Chief Forester from Washington, D. 
C., and E. W. Tinker from the Denver Colorado Region 
2, office, that at that time, had responsibility for Forest 
Service activities in the Lakes States area. The State of 
Wisconsin was represented by O. C. Lemke, Wausau, 
Wisconsin, a member of the Wisconsin Conservation 
Commission; Col. L. B. Nagler, Conservation Director, 
Madison, Wisconsin, and C. L. Harrington, Wisconsin 
Chief Forester, Madison, Wisconsin.  Numerous county 
board officials were present as well as citizens from 
Antigo, Rhinelander, and Park Falls Wisconsin. The 
article specifically notes that the representatives from 
Park Falls were present as part "of a move to get this 
proposed national forest established in Price County, in 
case the voters of Forest County turned down the 
proposition.  

At the completion of the public meeting the fate of the 
future Nicolet National Forest rested with the voters of 
Forest County.  This position was highlighted in an 
editorial in The Forest Republican, March 29, 1928.  

There are several counties in the state who only wish 
that the voters of Forest county will turn down the 
proposed proposition so that the will get a chance to 
secure this forest reserve for their county. The Forest 
Republican believes that if we turn it down and the 
reserve goes to some other county, we will regret it later 
when the benefit begin to accrue to the counties 
entertaining it.   

On April 3, 1928, the voters of Forest County 
approved the establishment of a purchase unit in Forest 
County.  The referendum passed in all precincts in the 
county with the exception of the town of Alvin.  At the 
May 2, 1928 county board meeting, the Forest County 
Board voted unanimously to approve the federal reserve. 
The board approved a purchase unit as proposed, except it 
did not include any of the proposed purchase area within 
the town of Alvin. Forest County action led to 
establishment of a three county purchase unit 
encompassing approximately 148,480 acres within the 
boundary proposed by the Forest Service.  

While Forest County action appeared to be the last 
approval required to advance the proposal to the National 
Forest Reservation Commission in Washington, D. C., for 
final approval, one more hurdle appeared at the last 
moment.  The state's legislation authorized the State Land 
Commission, composed of the treasurer, secretary of 
state, and attorney general, to "sell and convey for fair 
consideration to the United States any state lands 
included within such areas. (i.e. State School Trust 

Nicolet, continued from page 4 

Lands).” 

An article in the May 17, 1928, Rhinelander Daily 
News reported that the State Land Commission had refused 
to approve the plan for national forest lands in Wisconsin.  
The article reported that the objection was based on a 
concern that some of the state lands secured loans to school 
districts in each of the counties.  While the objection of the 
land commission was not reported as final, the delay was 
enough to prevent the proposed purchase unit from coming 
before the National Forest Reservation Commission's May 
meeting. Since the National Forest Reservation 
Commission met only twice per year, May and December, 
the last minute objection effectively delayed the proposal. 

 Six days later, The Rhinelander Daily News reported 
that the State Commission approved federal forest areas in 
Bayfield, Forest, Oneida, Price, and Vilas counties.  The 
Land Commission adopted a position accepting the plan for 
federal forests, but specified that lands securing school 
loans in the forest area would not be included in the transfer 
to the federal government. The Daily News report 
concluded with the statement that Colonel Nagler, director 
of conservation, telegraphed to the federal forest body that 
the land commission had approved the transfer.  

On December 12, 1928, the National Forest Reservation 
Commission approved the establishment of the Oneida 
Purchase Unit, consisting of approximately 148,480 acres, 
(or 232 square miles) in Forest, Oneida, and Vilas counties 
under authority Section 6 of the Clarke-McNary Act.  The 
reasons for acquisition were stated as "(a) Timber 
production; (b) determination and demonstration of best 
principles of forest management in the region; (c) 
stabilization of waterflow."  

My conclusions drawn from this history are that the 
Nicolet and Chequamegon National Forests exist in 
Wisconsin today because of the support of the people in the 
counties where the forests are located.   Three factors 
influenced my findings: (1) The process for approval of the 
original purchase units placed the ultimate approval 
authority in the hands of local officials, i.e. the county 
boards; (2) While there was some opposition at the 
loca11evel, the majority opinion not only endorsed the idea 
of national forests, but had counties actively competing for 
the opportunity to have portions of the authorized 500,000 
acres of forest purchase located within their counties; (3) 
Local supporters were motivated by the belief that the long 
term economic gains that would result from the federal 
government’s acquisition, restoration, and management of 
the "cut-over" lands would exceed the short term losses of a 
reduced county tax base, or any of the alternative 
management strategies then proposed for the cut-over lands.  
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Dean McCraw, Jr. 
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Dan Nolan 
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Dave & Marlene Radloff 
Michael J. Rogers 
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Welcome New Members —- 8/01/2009 to 11/06/2009 

 * * Memorial Donations 

In-Kind Donations 
Dennis Dunn 
Hayden Lambson 
Pat & Patty Lynch  
OZ Architects, Stan Zimet     

Forest Service History Memorials 
 Memorials established to HONOR current and former employees, partners and groups 
since the last newsletter: 

Andrew Cainion — nominated by John Sandor 
David Faletti — nominated by Larry Schmidt  
Edward Noble — nominated by Larry Schmidt  
Ken “Moose” Salyer—nominated by Lynn Sprague 
Couer d’Alene Mines Corporation, executives Dennis Wheeler and Rick Richins nomi-

nated by John Sandor  
Forest Service History Memorials honor the living or memorialize deceased persons  who worked for 
or were a cooperator /partner for the Forest Service. For a minimum $100 donation, we will format 
the biography and a photo submitted and maintain a record in our Forest Service History Memorial 
Book and on our web site.  

New LIFE Members —- 8/01/2009 to 11/06/2009 

Capital Campaign Donations —- 8/01/2009 to 11/06/2009 

Keith A. Argow 
Philip Aune 
Richard M. Bacon 
Bill Bailey 
Jack Blackwell 
Dale Bosworth 
Glenn S. Bradley 
John F. Butruille 

Arthur J. Carroll 
Gilbert Churchill 
Fred & Cherie Cooper 
Edsel L. Corpe 
Barney A. Coster 
John Emerson 
Stephen Fitch 
Alice & Bob Forbes 

Jerry Gause 
Fred Haeussler 
Thomas Hamilton 
Tammy & Jim Hanan 
David & Elva Jay 
Lillian I. Johnston 
David Jolly 
Anne D. Jones 

Fred & Martha Kaiser 
Lyle Laverty 
Pat & Patty Lynch 
David K. Nelson 
John H. Poppino 
Dave & Marlene Radloff 
Robert & Joyce Rehfeld 
Michael J. Rogers 

Eldon W. Ross 
Al Schacht 
Ted C. Stubblefield 
Arnold F. Swanberg 
Tom Thompson 
Jack Troyer 
Douglas G. Turner 
 

Keith A. Argow 
Mike Ash 
Philip Aune 
Richard M. Bacon 
Bill Bailey 
J. Lamar Beasley 
Joan Biddison 
Lynn R. Biddison 
Jack Blackwell 
Dale Bosworth 
Robert Bosworth 
Glenn S. Bradley 
Chris C. Brown 
John F. Butruille 
Arthur J. Carroll 
James Caswell 
Henry P. Chrostowski 
Gilbert Churchill 

John A. Combes 
Ray & Maxine Connelly 
Fred & Cherie Cooper 
William Covey 
Dan Cramsey 
Steve & Ann Dunsky 
Carol J. Ede 
John Emerson 
Stephen Fitch 
Alice & Bob Forbes 
Larry O. Gadt 
Jerry Gause 
David A. Graham 
Max Green 
Frank E. Hagan 
James L. Hagemeier 
Sam Halverson 
Thomas Hamilton 

Tammy & Jim Hanan 
Annie Hanshew 
Ed Heilman 
Reid Jackson 
David & Elva Jay 
Lillian I. Johnston 
David Jolly 
Anne D. Jones 
Fred & Martha Kaiser 
Kermit N. Larson 
Lyle Laverty 
Douglas R. Leisz 
Pat & Patty Lynch 
John Marker 
Ronald J. McCormick 
Don Nelson Jr. 
Robert G. Nesbitt 
Neil Opsal 

Max Peterson 
Tom Pettigrew 
Dick Pfilf 
John H. Poppino 
Dave & Marlene Radloff 
Del Radtke 
Robert & Joyce Rehfeld 
Earl & Anne Reinsel 
F. Dale Robertson 
Michael J. Rogers 
Eldon W. Ross 
Darlene Sanderson 
John Sandor 
Al Schacht 
Tom Schenarts 
David W. Scott 
Pat Shields 
William J. Shirley 

H. B. Smith 
Robert P. Spivey 
Lynn Sprague 
David M. Stack 
Ted C. Stubblefield 
Arnold F. Swanberg 
Tom Thompson 
Diane Thompson 
Stan Tixier 
Jack Troyer 
Douglas G. Turner 
Allan & Joyce West 
Jane Westenberger 
W. D. Williams 
John O. Wilson 
Nat’l Ski Area Assoc. 
Pacific NW F.S. Assoc 
Pacific SW Club 

Ann S. Belau 
Mary Ellen Bosworth 
Wayne Bousfield 
Wayne Bousfield * * 
Gary G. Brown 
Bill Bustin 

Tom Coston 
Chris Dunbar 
John Emerson 
Dale L. Farley 
James E. Fickle 
Stephen Fitch 

Dick Flannelly 
Jeanne Higgins 
Dorothy C. Hofferber 
Terry Hoffman 
George Leighton 
Kent A. McDonald 

James O'Keefe 
James W. Payne 
Del Radtke 
Walt Rogers 
Emil Sabol 
John Sandor * * 

Larry J. Schmidt * * 
Charles W. Smay 
Archer W. Wirth 
 
 

Unrestricted —- 8/01/2009 to 11/06/2009 
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T his video documentary 
describes the establish-

ment and early years of the na-
tional forest system through the 
life and remarkable photographs 
of K. D. Swan.  From 1911-1947, 
this forester-artist recorded the 
beauty and value of public lands 
in the Northern Region. 

The story is told by historians 
Dr. Char Miller and Dr. Mary 
Murphy, Forest Service retiree 
Bud Moore and Swan’s daughter 
Helen Bolle.  The video was an 
official selection at the Montana 
CINE film festival. 

You can order the 23-minute 
DVD from:  Hogan Facilitation 
Services, 301 Keith Ave., Mis-
soula, MT  59801 

 

The World of K. D. Swan: 
Early 20th Century Photographer and Conservationist 

by Marcia Hogan and Libby Langston 

K.D. Swan, 1923 photograph 
Spring Gulch near St. Regis, MT, now Lolo National Forest 

Forest Service Photograph  
 

Cost: $15.00 each + $5.00 shipping/handling.   Address check to Hogan 
Facilitation Services.  20%  of proceeds go to the NMFSH. Email questions 
to     marcialhogan@aol.com 

 

This fall the National Museum of Forest Service His-
tory gave our website a fresh look.  

Visit www.nmfs-history.net to see what’s new. 
Are you shopping for a unique holiday gift for some-

one special? Visit our Gift Shop online and browse our 
selection of merchandise, which is growing all the time. 

Want to make a donation to the Museum or renew your 
membership through our website? Now you can. The Mu-
seum provides secure credit card processing merchandise 
sales through our merchant partner, Western Heritage 
Company.  Donations to the Museum and membership 
payments can now also be paid by credit card through our 
vendor “Network For Good”.  

Want to keep up with the latest Gift Shop offers and 
Museum news online? Sign up for Museum e-updates 
through the website and receive brief monthly e-mails that 
supplement your membership newsletter. 

The Museum will continue to develop online tools to 
share our collection and our programs with the public 
through our website. Thanks to you, our members, for 
making this possible. 

Visit Our New Website 
Shop and Donate Online 

with our campaign consultants, Liz Madison and Jen-
nifer Flaster, to finish the last of the campaign docu-
ments and plans.  In 2010 we will be contacting poten-
tial major donors and submitting grant applications. 

The unrestricted donations that support the basic 
operations of the museum organization were below 
expectations in 2009.  The Board of Directors decided 
to reduce operating costs and focus funds on activities 
that support the capital campaign.  As a result of this 
decision Curator Beth Humble was laid off effective 
November 1.  Care of the collection continues.  Dona-
tions of historic items are still being accepted.  All 
donations received will be recorded and promptly 
acknowledged in writing.  

If you have not made a gift to the Museum in 
2009, please consider making an unrestricted donation 
to support on-going organization needs or the Capital 
Campaign Building Fund.   

Report, continued from page 2 
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P.O. Box 2772 
Missoula, MT 59806-2772 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 569 
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59808 

Note: Your mailing label shows the date your membership expires.  Please mail 
dues payment, 1 month prior to the date listed above.  This space is blank for 
complimentary copies of the newsletter.  Please renew EXPIRED memberships 
as soon as possible to continue support of the Museum program. 

The Big Burn by Timothy Egan  
Reading & Book Signing  Fact & Fiction Book Store, Missoula  

Co-Sponsored by the Museum 

Egan narrates the struggles of the 
overmatched rangers against the impla-
cable fire of 1910 through the eyes of 
the people who lived it. Equally dra-
matic is the larger story he tells of  
president Teddy Roosevelt and his 
chief forester Gifford Pinchot. Pioneer-
ing the notion of conservation, Roose-
velt and Pinchot did nothing less than 
create the idea of public land as our 
national treasure, owned by every citi-
zen. The robber barons fought him and 
the rangers charged with protecting the 
reserves, but even as TR's national for-
ests were smoldering they were saved.   

The heroism shown by those same 
rangers turned public opinion perma-
nently in favor of the forests, it changed 
the mission of the forest service with 

consequences felt in the fires of today. 

The experiences of District One 
Forester Bill Greeley, Forest Supervi-
sors William Weigle, Coeur d’Alene 
Forest and Elers Koch, Lolo Forest and 
Rangers Ed Pulaski, and Joe Halm are a 
central to the story of the Big Burn. 

The book signing event was held 
November 18, 2009 and was very suc-
cessful. 

Signed copies of “The Big 
Burn” (as long as supply lasts) are 
available for $27.00 (plus $5 shipping).  
Phone 800-769-7323 or 406-721-2881 
and ask for Barbara or David. 

The Museum will receive $2 for 
each book sold in November. 
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	Annual Membership Meeting
	Bill Shenk (left) presents the Old Smokey’s building fund donation to President Gray Reynolds.
	Tom Tidwell, Chief, and Gray Reynolds, Museum President at  noon luncheon, September 8, 2009.
	OZ Fundraising Challenge Successful 
	“National Forests exist today because the people want them. To make them accomplish the most good the people themselves must make clear how they want them run.”
	Gifford Pinchot 
	“Use of the National Forests”
	 May 1907 
	CCC Enrollees Planting Spruce 1939
	Hiawatha National Forest, Michigan
	Much of the purchased lands were clear-cut or abandoned agricultural lands.
	Forest Service, Eastern Region photograph courtesy of the Forest History Society, Durham, N.C. 
	75-Year-Old Red Pine Plantation
	Eastern National Forests have been restored through careful stewardship by the Forest Service.  The land in the photo was planted by the CCC’s in 1934.  There are approximately 60,000 acres of red pine plantation on the Nicolet National Forest. 
	Photo by J. Terry Moore
	K.D. Swan, 1923 photograph
	Spring Gulch near St. Regis, MT, now Lolo National Forest
	Forest Service Photograph 
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