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The Forest Service Museum Honor Roll recognizes 
those who have contributed to the mission of the Forest 
Service. Anyone is eligible, including current, former 
and retired employees of the Forest Service, and people 
or groups whose work has supported the Forest Service 
mission. The Honor Roll can also commemorate special 
events in U.S. Forest Service history.

A Memorial Grove on the National Conservation Legacy 
and Education Center grounds in Missoula, will honor 
everyone who has contributed to the mission of the 
Forest Service – past, present and future.

A book of all Honor Roll Members, along with their 
biographies, will be on exhibit for public viewing in the 
National Conservation Legacy and Education Center.

Honor Roll 
Program



 

  

                                                                   Daniel B. Abraham 
                                                                                              1923-2013 
 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 

 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1942 Region 6  Seasonal Employee 
1943-1946 Army Air Corps  
1946-1950 Various Forests, Region 6 Seasonal Employee 
1950-1956 Various Forests, Region 6 Forester 

1956-1961 Siskiyou N.F. Gold Beach, OR    Forester, District Ranger 
1961-1965 Winema N.F. Klamath N.F. Klamath Falls, OR  Staff Officer 
1965-1967 Portland, OR      JCCC Center Director 
1967-1969 Regional Office R5, San Francisco, CA   Regional Staff Officer 
1969-1970 Shasta Trinity N.F. Redding CA     Deputy Forest Supervisor 
1970-1978 Klamath N.F. Yreka, CA     Forest Supervisor 
1978  Retired  
 
 
Biography 
 

Dan was born May 19, 1923 on a farm in western Oregon. In 1942 he worked as a 
season employee for the Forest Service, and joined the Army Air Corps in 1943, 
serving until 1946.  He graduated from Oregon State School of Forestry in 1950, 
and resumed his career with the Forest Service as a forester in Region 6. 
 
He served on nine national forests in Oregon, Washington and California, and 
region offices in Oregon and California.  He retired as Forest Supervisor of the 
Klamath National Forest in Yreka, CA.  
 
Upon his retirement in 1978, Dan and his wife Sue remained in San Rafael, CA 
where he did volunteer work for the Marin County Open Space District for more 
than 20 years, with emphasis on the Sun Valley Area, where he hiked daily.  
 
 



 

  

                                                                       Gene Alden 
                                                                       1927- 
 

 
 

 
Forest Service Employee 

 
Places, units or projects where person served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1961 - 1967 Clearwater N.F. Orofino, ID Administrative Assistant first year, 

Budget & Accounting Analyst 
1967 - 1970 Kaniksu N.F. Sandpoint, ID Budget & Accounting Analyst 
1970 - 1975 Helena N.F. Helena, MT Administrative Officer 
1976 – 1988 Deerlodge N.F. Butte, MT Administrative Officer 

 
 
Biography 

 
Gene Alden was born on January 6, 1927. 
On the Helena National Forest, Gene served as Administrative Officer for support 
services in Budget & Accounting, Personnel Mgt, Procurement, Resources 
Accounting, Office Services, and Law Enforcement.  In 1976, the Deerlodge 
National Forest started a two-year experiment to centralize business management 
activities of four forests.  After the trial period, the three other Administrative 
Officers positions were reestablished.  
As the Deerlodge National Forest Administrative Officer from 1978 until January 
1988, Gene provided support services for the Anaconda Job Corps Center with 
staff assistants and 20 clerical persons.  At that time the total forest budget was 
$10 million annually.  
From 1976 through 1982 he served as a co administrator with a Department of 
Interior representative for the Youth Conservation Corps grant program in Montana. 
This was an environmental education summer program for 15 to 19 year olds.  

The Administrative Officer position was one of six staff officers to the Forest Supervisor.  The other five staff 
officers were the Timber, Recreation, Resources, Forest Planner and Forest Engineer. 

Gene Alden 2006 



 

  

                                                                Norman Allison 
                                                                         1920-1993 
   

 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 

 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1950s - 1960s Clearwater N.F. Idaho               Engineer  
 Kaniksu N.F. Sandpoint, ID               Engineer 
 Custer N.F. North Dakota               Engineer 

 
 
Biography 
 

Norm Allison was an engineer on the Clearwater NF in the 1950s and 1960s.  For a period of time he worked 
supervising field survey and design crews for Forest Service system road construction.  The forest road 
program was sizable during this period.  Some years later Norm worked in similar road projects on the 
Kaniksu NF out of Sandpoint, ID. He also worked on the Custer NF in western North Dakota.  After 
retirement he lived in Victor MT.   



 
 

 

  

                                                           Clarence E. Almen 
                                                                    1931-2013 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1950 Cabinet National Forest, ID  
1950-1953 Rocky Mt. Ranger District, Musselshell Summer work 
1956-57 Lewis and Clark NF  
1957-1958 Stanford  
1958-1960 Lewistown  
1960-1967 Custer NF  
1967-1973 Colville NF  
1973-1975 Wallowa Whitman NF  
1975-1982 Pacific NW Regional Headquarters 

Portland 
 

 
Biography 
 

Clarence E. Almen, 81, a longtime resident of Missoula, passed away 
June 27, 2013, at Dayspring Adult Care Home in Vancouver, Wash. 

He was born Aug. 2, 1931, in Hettinger, N.D., to George and Luella 
(Bingaman) Almen. Clarence graduated as the valedictorian from 
Hettinger High School with the class of 1949. 

After high school, he graduated from Montana State University (now the 
University of Montana) in the class of 1953 with a degree in forestry 
specializing in range management and an ROTC commission in the 
United States Air Force. He trained in T-6 Texans and flew multi-engine 
planes (C-119s and B-25s) in Germany and France from 1953 to 1956 
for the 12th Troop Carrier Squadron. He was known by fellow officers as 
a quiet, calm and capable pilot. 

On Aug. 26, 1963, he married Martha Luse in Billings. Before moving to 
Missoula in 1982, he, his wife and his two children, Joanie and Scott, 

lived in Colville, Wash.; Baker, Ore.; and Sherwood, Ore. 

In 1987 Clarence retired from the United States Forest Service as a grazing administration specialist in the 
USDA Forest Northern Region headquarters in Missoula, after 34 years of federal service. He started work in 
1950 in the Cabinet National Forest. In the summers, 1950-’53, he worked on the Rocky Mountain Ranger 
District, Augusta, Lewis and Clark National Forest, Bureau of Land Management in Wyoming and the 
Musselshell Ranger District, Martinsdale. 



Subsequent assignments with the Forest Service were in the Lewis and Clark National Forest at Great Falls 
(1956-’57), Stanford (1957-’58) and Lewistown (1958-’60). From 1960-’67 he was assigned to the Custer 
National Forest headquarters, Billings. He served on the Colville National Forest (1967-’73), Wallowa-
Whitman National Forest (1973-’75) and the Pacific Northwest regional headquarters in Portland, Ore. (1975-
’82). 

Clarence enjoyed more than 25 years of retirement activities including traveling, visiting family, shooting, 
hunting birds and prairie dogs, and flying radio-controlled planes and helicopters. 

Survivors include his children, Joanie (Ken) Peckels of Vancouver and Scott Almen of Gilbert, Ariz.; and two 
brothers, Don (Belva) Almen of Albany, Ore., and Jerry Almen of Richardson, Texas; and two grandchildren, 
Cassie and Philip Peckels of Vancouver. 
  



 

  

                                               Albert W. “Andy” Anderson 
                                               1911-1956 

 

 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1932 - 1956          Shasta National Forest, California          Timber Management 
 
 
 
Biography 
Albert William" Andy" Anderson was born September 18, 1911 at Pullman, Washington. Albert died 
November 25, 1956 on the Inaja Fire, within the Palomar Ranger District, Cleveland National Forest, about 
10 miles southwest of Julian, San Diego County, California.  

Albert W. was one of the many Andersons who were always known as Andy - many of his workmates 
probably did not know that his name was actually Albert W. So, for the remainder of this document he will be 
referred to as Andy.  

Andy was one of three sons born to his parents. This Anderson family moved to Mt. Shasta, Siskiyou 
County, California in 1921, when Andy was ten years old. He attended elementary and high school in Mt. 
Shasta and was well known and respected throughout the community.  

Andy went to work for the Shasta National Forest at Mt. Shasta in 1932 and spent almost his entire career 
until his death working in various aspects of the timber management program, mostly on the Shasta National 
Forest but occasionally on short details to other units. Although he was not a graduate forester, he was 
thoroughly skilled in all aspects of timber management in the inland Northern California ecosystems.  Andy 
was so knowledgeable in timber management that he repeatedly served as a mentor to many young 
graduate foresters who had not yet become skilled in forestry.  Aside from Andy's very considerable technical 
skills he was both well known and well liked and highly respected both within the community and by loggers, 
foresters, and others he worked with.  

During the years of Andy's Forest Service career all able-bodied employees were required to serve as 
needed on forest and brush fires.  Although Andy's primary duty was timber management, Andy served 
willingly on many, many fires and often said that he had more fire time than many of the so-called firemen.  
With his timber background he was often assigned as tractor boss, supervising the bulldozer construction of 
fire lines.  At the time of his death he was serving as night sector boss supervising hand crews (one of which 
was a San Diego County Viejas Honor Camp prison crew) on the northeast comer of the Inaja Fire, which 
was a Santa Ana wind-driven fire that eventually burned about 43,000 acres mostly within the Cleveland NF 
in San Diego County.  

About 8 pm Sunday November 25, 1956 Andy's prison crew was building hand fire line downhill through 



brush cover westerly toward the dry San Diego River bed. The fire overran the crew and eleven men were 
burned to death.  In addition to Andy, two other Forest Service employees, a prison correctional officer, and 
seven prison inmates died.  

The Chief of the Forest Service, Richard E. McArdle, immediately assigned an investigative team, which 
thoroughly investigated this tragedy.  The findings of this investigative team led to several follow on study 
teams, who in turn made specific recommendations for improvements. Thus, it might be said that 
considerable good eventually came from this tragedy, including the Ten Standard Firefighting Orders, greatly 
improved fire training, protective equipment including the fIre shelter, fire-resistant clothing, and several other 
safety developments, which in turn saved other lives later.  

His wife Frances in Mt. Shasta, his daughter Mrs. Carol Austin of South Carolina, and a granddaughter 
survived Andy. Andy's brother Elvin was killed in World War II and his other brother Avery died of a heart 
attack while hunting a few years before Andy's death.  Andy's funeral was held Saturday December 1, 1956 
at Noble's funeral home in Mt. Shasta, jointly with the funeral of Forrest B. Maxwell, another of the Forest 
Service employees who died with Andy.   

 

 



 

  

Jerry Anderson 
February 11, 1933 

 

 

Dedicated to preserving the history of the USDA Forest Service and forest conservation 

   
Gerald (Jerry) Anderson 
 
Date of Birth February 11, 1933  
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places and/or units or projects where person served 
 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
   
1960 - 1962 Regional Office, Pacific Southwest Region 5,  Regional Soil Survey Party  
 Watershed Management, San Francisco, CA Team Member 
 
1963 - 1967  

 
Cleveland National Forest, Watershed Mgt 
San Diego, CA 

 
Cooperative Soils Survey Team  
San Diego County 

 
1967 - 1974 

 
Eldorado National Forest, Watershed Mgt 
Placerville, CA 

 
Soil Survey Team Member  and 
Forest Watershed Staff  

 
1975 – 1980 
 
 
1980 – 1990 
 
 
1991 

 
Reginal Office, Pacific Southwest Region 5 
Watershed Management, San Francisco, CA 
 
Shasta-Trinity National Forest, Watershed Mgt 
Redding, CA 
 
Retired 
 

 
Regional Soil Scientist 
 
 
Forest Watershed Management 
Staff Officer 

 
Biography  
 
Jerry was born in Kirksville, MO. His early grade school years, during WW-II, were spent in 
Montana, Missouri, and in Sonoma, CA, where his father was stationed as a doctor at the Mare 
Island Naval Shipyard.  After the war his family relocated to Carthage, IL where he graduated 
from Carthage high school. He attended Iowa State College one year, and spent two years in 
the US Navy, serving as a Hospital Corpsman at the U.S. Naval Hospital in Philadelphia.  

In 1960, Jerry graduated from University of California-Berkeley, receiving a BS in Forest Soil 
Science.  He began his career with the Forest Service in 1960 as part of the Regional Soil 
Survey Team, Pacific Southwest Region 5, Watershed Management Staff. He mapped soils on 
the Groveland Ranger District, Stanislaus Nation Forest and on the Orleans Ranger District, Six 
Rivers National Forest.  
 
Jerry moved to the Cleveland National Forest in 1963 where he was the Forest Service Soil Scientist  
representative on the USDA SCS-FS Cooperative Soil Survey team mapping San Diego County. 
 

 



In 1967, Jerry moved to the Eldorado National Forest where he was the USFS member of an  
Interagency Cooperative Soil Survey team mapping the Lake Tahoe Basin.  After that survey was  
complete he became the Eldorado National Forest Soil Scientist. His duties included managing the  
Watershed program and Forest Soil Resource Inventory.  

Jerry moved to the Regional Office in 1975 to take on the duties of the Regional Soil Scientist of the  
Pacific Southwest Region 5, directing Soil Resource Inventories on the eleven National Forests in  
California.  

In 1980 he moved to the Shasta-Trinity National Forest where he became the Forest Watershed  
Management Officer. His responsibilities included managing and overseeing the Forest's Soil Resource  
Inventory, Emergency Burned Area Rehabilitation, Environmental Geology, Ecological Inventory, Water  
Rights, Watershed restoration and erosion control, providing interdisciplinary team planning support,  
and Range Management.  

Jerry retired in 1991 and lives with his wife Marilyn in Redding, CA.  
 



 

  

                                               Richard Brooks Anderson 
                                                      1923 –2010 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1943 - U.S. Air Force Tail-gunner 
 Missoula, Montana Smokejumper 
1955 – 1965 Alta, Utah Snow Ranger 
 Bridger-Teton National Forest Timber sales administrator 
1965 - 1980 Sawtooth National Recreation Area, Idaho District Ranger 
 
Biography 
 
After a full and productive life of adventure and accomplishments, Richard Brooks Anderson died at home on 
October 18, 2010, at the age of 87. This strong, independent, industrious retired forester was a voracious 
reader well-versed in many subjects and a great storyteller with a razor-sharp mind. He lived a rich life, 
refusing to let age or prostate cancer slow him down.  
Richard was born in Detroit, Michigan on October 18, 1923 to Earle O. Anderson and Helen W. Hill. His 
family moved to Long Beach, California, and he graduated from Woodrow Wilson High School in 1942, 
studied math, physics and engineering at Long Beach City College, and in 1943 entered the Air Force at the 
age of 19.  
Dick was a 15th Air Force B-24 tail-gunner in Italy, where he was credited with more than 50 missions 
targeting refineries and marshaling yards in southern Europe. He parachuted to safety after his plane was 
shot down in northern Yugoslavia. He returned to the skies for future missions over Austria, France, Italy, 
Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Romania and Poland.  
After his honorable discharge, he attended the University of Idaho, earning a B.S. degree in forest 
management in 1949. He then logged with his brother, Bob, for two years in McCall, Idaho, and was a 
smokejumper based out of Missoula, Montana. 
In 1953 he earned his master's degree in forestry and bought his well-loved 1946 Taylorcraft airplane. From 
1955 to 1965, Richard was snow ranger at Alta, Utah, where he met his wife, Mary, after handing her the 
glove she had dropped at the top of the ski lift. They began their life together skiing the powder before the 
slopes opened each day.  
Dick spent many summers building timber-access roads in Bridger Teton National Forest in Pinedale, 
Wyoming and working as a timber sales administrator in roadless areas. From 1965 to 1980, Dick was a 
forest ranger in Hailey, the Sawtooth National Recreation Area, Heise and Shelley, Idaho. He retired at the 
age of 65 and started a five-year project of love—building from scratch a 50,000-board-feet, classic, 
character-charged home in Hailey.   
Dick loved attacking problems that took patience, ingenuity, perseverance, tenacity and a creative mind. 
Because of his calm, generous and kind spirit, young people gravitated to his side to work and learn valuable 
life skills.  
 



 

  

                                                   William “Andy” Anderson 
                                                                         Unknown 

 
 

Forest Service Employee  

Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
 

Previous    Los Padres N.F.  
1950-1962    Upper Lake, CA          District Ranger 
1962-1970   Willows, CA Mendocino N.F.         Lands and Recreation Officer 
 
 
Biography 
 
“Andy” graduated from New York at Syracuse, and began his career with the CCC. Andy was an 
outstanding Ranger, he was knowledgeable in managing the district’s natural resources, and was 
particularly diligent in processing timber trespass. He was an excellent personnel manager and trained 
many of his employees for more responsible positions. 
 
 Andy was one of the best. 



  

  

                                                                    Don Arundell 
                                                                              1931-2014 

 
 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1950-1951 Los Padres National Forest Fire Crew, Fire Control 
1954-1955 Las Padres National Forest Patrolman 
1958-1959 Klamath National Forest R5 Callahan RD Fire Crew Foreman 

1960-1961 Los Padres National Forest San Luis 
Obispo RD 

Forester 
 

1961-1964 Eldorado National Forest R5 Pacific RD Asst. District Ranger 
1964-1971 Los Padres National Forest San Luis 

Obispo RD 
District Ranger 
 

1971-1978 El Dorado National Forest Placerville, SO Fire Management, Lands Officer 
1978-1990 Region 5, RO, San Francisco,  Lands and Minerals Staff 

 

Biography 

Don Started with the Forest Service on fire crew on the Los Padres.  During one fire season on the Ojai R.D. 
working for FMO Phil Cook, he met Peggy Cook, Phil's Daughter. Don and Peg married in December 1954. 
 
After two years in the Army, he returned to college for his degree in Forestry, graduating from Oregon State, 
and then started as a Junior Forester on the Los Padres in 1960. 
 
He served on the Eldorado and Los Padres in various jobs, and then joined the Lands and Minerals staff in 
the R5 Regional Office.   
 
Don retired in September 1990, after a 39-year career.  He and Peg moved to Clayton in 1979. 
 



 

  

                                                                 David C. Bacon 
                                                                          1944 - 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1963 - 1967 Mill Creek and Arrowhead Districts, San Bernardino 

NF Fire Fighter 

1968 - 1969 US Army Fire Chief 
1970 – 1971 Mill Creek and Arrowhead Ranger Districts, San 

Bernardino NF 
Fire 

1972 – 1976 Payson District, Tonto NF, AZ Fire Management Officer 
1976 – 1977 Gila NF, NM  
1978 Regional Office R-3, Albuquerque, NM Dispatcher 
1979 - 1982 Hay Fork District on the Shasta-Trinity Fire Management Officer 
1982 - 1992 Supervisors Office Klamath NF, Yerka, CA Assistant Forest Fire Management 

Officer 
1993 - 1999 Supervisors Office Cleveland NF, San Diego, CA Forest Fire Management Officer 
 
Biography 
 

David Bacon began his Forest Service career as a seasonal on a fire 
crew, then moved to a helitack crew and eventually crew foreman.  He 
was involved in fire prevention work on the BDF (unknown reference).  
After military service in Vietnam 1968 – 1969, David returned to the 
helitack crew.  He then transferred to Region 3 as a District Fire 
Management Officer on the Payson Ranger District, Tonto National 
Forest.  His next assignment was to the Gila National Forest in Silver 
City New Mexico as Assistant Forest Fire Management Officer.   After a 
year as Region 3 Fire Dispatcher he moved to the position of District 
Fire Management Officer on the Hay Fork District on the Shasta-Trinity 
National Forest in California.  David’s next moved to the Klamath 
National Forest as Assistant Forest Fire Management Officer and then 

to the Cleveland National Forest in the same position. Later be came the Fire Management Officer on the 
Cleveland National Forest located in San Diego, California. 

David retired from the Forest Service in 1999.  He has continued working in various aviation support 
positions on fires following retirement.  In 2005, David is employed as a consultant by Firewise 2000, INC. 



 

  

                                                                        C. Bradley Baker 
                                                               Carrie Baker         
  
 
 

 

 

 

 
Forest Service Employee                                       
 
Places, units or projects served 
 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1918 Blackfeet National Forest, Kalispell, MT Forest Examiner 
                            Residences in Kalispell, Libby and Missoula, MT  
 
 
Biography 

C. Bradley Baker graduated in 1912 from the Michigan Agriculture College 
(now Michigan State) in forestry.  Baker joined the Forest Service probably 
soon after graduating in 1912 and resigned late 1919 to return to Michigan 
to his family's homestead.. 
In 2003, Doris Baker wrote about the stories her parents told about 
Christmas 1916 in a Forest Service cabin in Montana: 
 
A gilded pine cone on a twig that looks like a pipe has a lot to do with my life. 
It always hangs on my Christmas trees, but it has meaning far beyond the 
holiday season.  

 
In late December 1916, my parents-to-be, Bradley and Carrie Baker, and 
another couple climbed off a train at night in the middle of the forests of 
Northwestern Montana. A bonfire blazed near the tracks to mark the train's 
stopping point for the engineer. As they piled off the train, knee deep in 

snow, their friends, Wally Weber and his wife, Gertrude, stepped out of the circle of firelight. They stacked 
baggage on a sledge and started a mile-long hike down a trail to the Weber's cabin. The stars were so bright 
they seemed to be shining just above the treetops.  

 
The men were in the United States Forest Service during its early years and Wally, called Ducky by his 
buddies, with his wife, Gertrude, was spending a year in the Kootenai National Forest scaling trees for a 
government timber sale. Provisions and mail were dropped off the train every month for them and aside from 
a telephone to the nearest ranger station, Wally and Gertrude had no other contact with the outside world.  

 
For months the Weber's had been looking forward to their friends' Christmas visit and Gertrude had tried to 
think what she could make for presents out of materials at hand in their wilderness home. One day as she 
walked through the woods a pine cone still on its stem caught her eye. The shape reminded her of her 
husband's pipe. My father never smoked anything so she thought it would be a good joke to paint the pine 
cone gold for his Christmas gift, and she fastened it to a gold string to hang on the tree.  
 



My father left the Forest Service to rescue his grandfather's homestead farm in Michigan just before the 
Great Depression began. During hard times on the farm, I grew up on wistful stories of my mother and 
father's early married years in Montana. Christmas in the woods was a favorite often repeated--how many 
pounds of meat, candy, potatoes and canned goods 'the six friends consumed in one week; how it took the 
women all day to decide which Christmas tree they wanted from the thousands around the cabin; how Ducky 

Weber fell on a rock one day when they were skiing and 
bit his pipe in two; and I was always shown a photo of 
my mother coming down a hill with her skis too far apart. 
The caption said, "Bradley! Stop me!" They always 
finished the stories with a special smile for Christmas 
Eve. There was no room in the small cabin for six people 
so my parents slept in a tent with a wooden floor and a 
stove. After the fire went out, their breath frosted the 
covers with ice so thick they had to keep pulling the 
blankets up under their chins and folding the top one 
back. Christmas morning the thermometer read 420 
below zero.  

 
The stories and the little gold pipe gained new significance when, in late life, I realized that exactly nine 
months after that Christmas day in the Kootenai Forest, on September 25th 1917, I was born in Kalispell, 
Montana. The pipe is still shiny and the original gold thread still holds it on a branch of my Christmas 
trees. Will the thread break some Christmas day and will that be my last Christmas? It would be a good 
ending for all the stories.  
 



 

  

                                                                            Joy Ann Baker 
                                                                           1930-2016 
 

 
 
 
 
Biography 
 

 
Joy was born on Feb. 12, 1930, in Shelby to Robert and Emma 
Rathbun. Joy, the youngest of three children, grew up in Sunburst 
where her father worked as a geologist for the petroleum refinery. Living 
on the family farm, she developed the self-confidence and determination 
she displayed throughout her long and interesting life. Joy graduated 
from Sunburst High School and later from Rocky Mountain College in 
Billings with a bachelor of arts in secondary education. 
 
Teaching a high school business curriculum, including typing and 
shorthand, allowed her to live and teach in Nevada, Washington, 
Alaska, Japan, Belfry and Anaconda. It was in Anaconda where Joy met 
Charles Baker and they married on June 6, 1959. In 1963 the couple 
transferred with the Anaconda Company/Champion International to 
make Missoula their permanent home. 
 
After moving to Missoula, Joy chose to raise a family first. In 1974, Joy 
joined the Missoula YWCA as activity director. Seeing a great need in 
the community, Joy was instrumental in the formation of the Missoula 
YWCA Battered Women’s Shelter. 

 
Joy made friends easily and was very active in the Missoula community. She played in three bridge clubs 
and participated in TOPS weekly. She always was a teacher, a leader and a dear friend. She was an 
inspiration to so many. Joy enjoyed gardening, canning, cooking and especially baking. No apple pie will 
ever taste as good as those made by Joy. 
 
A wife, mother and grandmother she freely gave her love to family and friends. Survivors include her loving 
husband of 57 years, Charles R. Baker; children Charlotte and (Raymond) Nelson, Robert C. Baker and her 
truly pride and joy granddaughters Hope Nelson of Missoula and Jennifer Nelson of Issaquah, Washington. 
She was preceded in death by her parents Robert and Emma; sister Nan C. Friesen; brother Robert 
Rathbun, and cousins William Cossey, John Byfield and other family members. 
 
 



 

  

                                                        Malchus B. Baker, Jr. 
                                                                1941 - 2002 

 
 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1969 -  Rocky Mountain Research Station, Tempe, AZ Research Hydrologist 
         - 2002 Rocky Mountain Research Station, Flagstaff, AZ Research Hydrologist 
   
 
Biography 
 
 
Malchus obtained a B.S. degree in forestry from Southern Illinois University in 1964.  After earning a Master 
of Forestry degree from Yale University, he completed a doctoral program in forest hydrology at the 
University of Minnesota in 1971.  
He worked for the Forest Service's Rocky Mountain Research Station in Tempe and Flagstaff, Ariz., from 
1969 until his death.  His contributions to forest hydrology and watershed management were numerous and 
noteworthy, including authorship or joint authorship of 112 Journal article, technical bulletins, symposium 
proceedings, books and reports. He was a frequent presenter at scientific conferences, symposia and other 
professional meetings. In addition, he helped organize numerous regional, national and international 
conferences.  He was note for his role for his role as curator and authority on the Beaver Creek and other 
historic watershed research programs in the Southwest. He was a member of the adjunct faculty at the 
University of Arizona and Northern Arizona University, where he presented guest lectures and guided the 
research programs of many graduate students.    
Shortly before his death, he was recognized with the Rural Community Assistance Award from the Chief of 
the Forest Service for work he did as part of the Upper Verde River Adaptive Management Partnership in the 
Prescott National Forest.  He was an active member of the Arizona-Nevada Academy of Science, the 
Arizona Hydrologic Society, the American Geophysical Union, and the Society of American Foresters. 
Malchus Baker died on Sept. 24, 2002 at the age of 62. 
 
 



 

  

                                                    Ivan Purnell Bakerville 
                                                           1906 - 1970 

 
 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1929                                 Lassen N.F.  Scaler 
1930-1931                                 Lassen N.F. Forest Guar & Scaler 
1932                                 Lassen N.F. GRD Laborer & FA 
1933-1934                                 Angeles N.F.  Foreman CC, Scaler, Guard 
1936                                 Lassen N.F.  Graderman, PerDiem Grd, Trail 

Bldr Opr, CCC 
1937                                 Lassen N.F.  Admin Guard 
1938                                 Lassen N.F.  Chief Forest Guard 
1939                                 Lassen N.F. Sr. Forest Guard 
1943-1958                                 Lassen N.F. Fire Control Assistant 
1959-1967                                 Lassen N.F. Fire Control Officer 
 
Biography 
 

Ivan Bakerville served 33 years, 8 months and 9 days with the U. S. Forest 
Service. His career began in 1929 on the Lassen National Forest. The next few 
years he moved on to Forest Guard and Graderman. One year was spent on the 
Angeles National Forest as a CCC Foreman, Scaler, and Guard. The following 31 
years Ivan spent on the Lassen N. F., Mineral District. All but one year was spent 
at Sterling City. His many duties and positions included Per Diem Guard, CCC 
Trail Blader Operator, Fire Guard, Administrative Guard, Chief Forest Guard, 
Senior Forest Guard, Fire Control Assistant, and finally District Fire Control 
Officer.  
Ivan (also known as 'Dobie') gained region wide recognition for his capabilities in 
Fire Trespass Investigations. One of his most interesting investigations took him 
to the Ozark Mountains of Missouri. He cultivated a wide range of close 
cooperation with other fire agencies, lumber companies, and private citizens 
throughout the Mineral-Red Bluff area and beyond.  
Ivan was beloved by many for his involvement in the local Red Cross, and the 
Boy Scouts of America. He had a deep, lasting interest and belief in young 
people, believing that not even one could not be thrown away.  
 
He worked endlessly to provide an example of respect, understanding and love of 
the outdoors. His legacy has remained a solid base for many over the years, and 
has been passed down through the generations as love for the forests and great 
outdoors and all of its magical wonders. 
 
 
 
 



 

  

                                                                        Mary Barr 
                                                                                  1925 –2010 
 

 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 

1974-1976 
 
USFS Region 5 

First Women Pilot in Forest 
Service/ FAA Pilot Examiner, 
Accident Prevention Counselor 

1976-1985 USFS – Region 5  Aviation Safety Officer 
 USFS – Region 6  National Aviation Safety Officer 
1985-1988 USFS – Region 5 Regional Aviation Officer 
   
  
 

Biography            
In 1944 Mary learned to fly in a Piper Cub.  Mary worked nights in a 
factory to pay for flying lessons. She then moved to New York, to 
attend aircraft mechanics school, and worked on military aircraft 
during World War II.  
 
Mary and her husband, Dave, bought the fixed base aviation 
operation at the Susanville Airport, during the Great Depression, and 
they ran it until 1974. Mary hauled firefighters all over the northwest.  
In 1974, Mary became the first woman pilot for the Forest Service, 
flying lead plane out of the North Zone Air Unit, Region 5. Her career 
included serving as a FAA Pilot Examiner, and Accident Prevention 
Counselor. She moved to the Regional Office, Region 5 in 1976, 
serving as Aviation Safety Officer, until she transferred to the 

Washington Office as National Aviation Safety Officer. In 1985, she returned to California to serve as the 
Regional Aviation Officer in Sacramento, until she retired in 1988.  
 
In 1964, Mary became one of the first four women to compete in the Reno Air Races. One daughter, Molly, 
was a commercial airlines captain, and her other daughter, is bestselling author, Nevada Barr. Mary is 
recognized in the Smithsonian Institute's Air and Space Museum, with a photo of her lead plane pilot days. In 
2001, Mary was inducted into the Aviation Hall of Fame, at the 12th annual International Women in Aviation 
Conference, which drew 3,500 aviation professionals and enthusiasts. General Chuck Yeager, (USAF, ret) 
was the keynote speaker. A memorial to Mary can be found on the internet, titled Memorial to Mary Barr, and 
located at http://marvbarr.wordoress.com/ 
 



 

  

                                                John Curtis Barrington 
                                                      1933-2014 
 

 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
2/1955-9/1955                  Cairo, IL, USFS Research Station   Researcher 
1955-1958                  Fort Jones RD, Klamath NF, R5 Junior Forester 
1958-1962                  Mad River RS, Six Rivers NF, R5 Assistant Ranger 
1962-1970                  Callahan R.D. Klamath NF R5 District Ranger 
1970-1976                  Supervisors Office, Klamath NF R5 Yreka Planning Staff 
1976-1988                   Regional Office R5, Timber Staff  Timber Staff Budget Officer 

 
 
 
 
 

Biography 
 
John was born to Curtis and Lois Barrington in Milwaukee on January 20, 
1933. He attended local schools, and was active in athletics and the Boy 
Scouts, achieving the rank of Eagle Scout.  On graduating from Wauwatosa 
High School in 1951, he enrolled at the University of Wisconsin, in Milwaukee, 
and attended classes there until 1953.  He then enrolled in the Forestry School 
at Iowa State College, in Ames Iowa, graduating in January of 1955.   
 
John’s first professional position was a Researcher at the USFS Research 
Facility at Cairo IL. In September 1955, he was assigned to the Klamath NF, 
R5, arriving during the infamous "Haystack Burn." His assignment took him to 
the Fort Jones RS, where he met and married a local girl and schoolteacher, 
Mary Ann Branson.  
 
In 1960, John transferred to the Mad River RD, where he served as Assistant 

Ranger.  In 1962 John went back to Klamath, as District Ranger on the Callahan RD.  By this time, three 
children had been added to the family:  Two daughters and a son.  In 1970 he again transferred to the 
Klamath NF, Forest Supervisors' Office in Yreka, where he served on the Planning Team.   
 
In 1975 John transferred to the Regional Office, R5, in San Francisco, where he served as Budget Officer for 
the Timber Management Staff, until his retirement in 1988. 
 
John loved his time in the forest where he was privileged to work all those years and he loved his golf, 
serving as active member of the Forest Service Golf Club.   
 
 

 



 

  

                                                                  Bruce Barron 
                                                                           1920-2011 
 

 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1944-1959                            Susanville, California  
   
   
Biography 

Bruce Barron was born to Ernest and Bertha Barron in San Jose, California 
on April 5, 1920. He graduated from Coalinga High School in 1938 and 
continued on in education to attend Fresno State College, San Jose State 
College, Lassen Junior College, College of Marin and the University of 
California in San Francisco. majoring in the Natural Science fields, Bruce 
education also covered specialized courses in Vocational Arts. 
 
While a project manager for the Carl N. Swenson Company, a construction 
firm working at the Tulelake Segregee (Japanese Relocation) Center, 
Bruce met his wife of 67 years, Elna Maria Walldin during World War II. The 
couple was married in Reno, NV on March 11, 1944. Shortly thereafter, 
Bruce went to work for the U.S. Forest Service where he was instrumental 
in establishing the Roops Fort Museum in Susanville. Bruce and his wife, 
Elna, moved their home to Manton in 1959 where they engaged in cattle 
ranching and real estate development. 
 

The Barron's were vital and active members investing time and energy to aid in the development of the 
Manton community for the many years. Bruce and Elna sponsored the Manton Frontier Days Rodeo and 
Barbecue from July 1961 thru June 1975. After the Manton Frontier rodeo ended, Bruce and Elna continued 
to develop the Rodeo barbecues which evolved into the well known Barron's Waterwheel park located in 
Manton. Also known for his fun metal sculptures which can be seen at the Waterwheel Park, Bruce has left 
his imprint on the Manton community and its history. 
 
Bruce Barron led an extraordinary life. He had been a guide and outfitter for members of the National 
Geographic Society exploring Baja, California. Bruce had also served as a member of the known author Erle 
Stanley Gardner's expeditions into the hidden heart of Baja to obtain materials for Gardner's many 
adventures stories. Bruce was an accomplished pilot who thrived on adventure and embraced what life 
offered him. 
 
During the late 1970's into the early 1980's, he worked with the late Honorable Senator Ray E. Johnson. 
Active in politics, Bruce held a variety of positions during which his responsibilities covered 15 counties. He, 
also, worked on literary projects over the years and authored a published book "FABULOUS MEMORIES OF 
A TRULY ADVENTUROUS LIFE," a collection of memorable short stories. Over the most current years, 
Bruce was an accomplished musician happily performing old time music with his band, "The Campfire 
Serenaders," at community functions and fundraisers. He will be sorely missed. 
 
Bruce is survived by his wife, Elna, nephews: Barry, Ronald and Darryl Swenson, nieces, grand nephews 
and grand nieces and his cousin, Geoff Barron in England, Ruth Nicholaisen, Debbie Bernardi, Paula Prince, 
Donna Leach, Roy Walldin. 

http://www.legacy.com/legacies/ww2/?personid=149418911&affiliateID=1917


 

  

                                                   William J. “Bill” Barton 
                                                          1923-2009 

 
 
Partner  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1947 - 1956 South Carolina State Commission of Forestry Forester 
1956 - 1959 Union Camp – Land Management, GA, FL Forester 
1959 - 1965 Union Camp - Forest Product Sales, Supervisor 
1965 - 1968 Union Camp - Wood Procurement, new Alabama Mill Supervisor 
1968 - 1972 Union Camp - Wood Procurement, Savannah Mill Superintendent 
1972 - 1974 Union Camp – Savannah Woodlands Division Manager 
1974 - 1983 Union Camp – Savannah Woodlands Regional manager 
1983 - 1985 Union Camp – Southern Woodlands Manager 
1985 - 1988 Union Camp Woodlands Division Operations Manager 

 
Biography 

William J. Barton served as President of the Society of American 
Foresters in 1992. He joined the Society of American Foresters in 1948 
and was elected a Fellow in 1987. 

William was born in Canton, North Carolina.  During World War II he 
served in the Europe as an Infantry Officer from 1944 to 1946.  Following 
his military service he attended North Carolina State University and 
graduated in 1947 with a B.S. degree in forestry.  

William began his forestry career with the South Carolina State 
Commission of Forestry. In 1956 he joined Union Camp Corporation as a 
forester and subsequently served in the Alabama Woodlands Division, 
where he organized and directed the wood procurement effort for a new 
Alabama mill, and in the Savannah Division as general superintendent of 
wood procurement and as manager of the Savannah Woodlands Region.  
In January 1983 he was promoted to Woodlands manager, with 
responsibility for all land management, wood procurement and harvesting 

operations in Georgia, Florida, Alabama, South Carolina North Carolina and Virginia.   

He also served as senior vice president of the Rocky Creek Logging Company, a Union Camp subsidiary, 
which conducts logging operations in Alabama, Florida and Georgia. He retired from Union Camp 
Corporation Woodlands Division from the position of Operations Manager.  William was responsible for all 
land management, wood procurement, company harvesting, and attendant forestry activity in six 
southeastern states.  Following retirement he started a forestry consulting company, Barton Consultants of 
Savannah, Georgia. 

Barton also was active as president of Southern Forest World, a forestry interpretative center in Waycross, 
Ga. 



 

                                                              Donald R. Bauer 
                                                                       

 
 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
Circa 1950 Various locations R-5  
 San Jacinto Ranger District, San Bernardino NF, CA District Ranger 
         - 1958 California Region (R-5), San Francisco, CA  State and Private Forestry 
1958 - 1977 San Bernardino NF, CA Forest Supervisor 
 
Biography 
 

Following his service in the U.S. Navy in World War II and graduation from Oregon State School of Forestry, 
Don was employed by the U.S. Forest Service.  He held various positions in Region Five, until he was 
selected as District Ranger on the San Jacinto Ranger District of the San Bernardino National Forest. 
Sometime during his tenure there, he came to the realization that being a line officer in the Forest Service 
was the most appropriate manner for him to contribute to the organization. 

He was promoted to a position in State and Private Forestry in the Regional Office, where he served until he 
was selected as Forest Supervisor of the San Bernardino National Forest in 1958, where he served until his 
retirement in 1977. 

Don was zealous about proper land use, and sensitive to the public trust placed in land managers in the 
Forest Service. But in his perception, his greatest contribution to strengthening that public trust was his role 
in preparing his District Rangers and Forest Staff Officers to assume greater responsibilities in the Forest 
Service. He held the Forest Supervisor position in very high esteem, and constantly prepared San 
Bernardino personnel under his direction for that role. He also recognized the need for well-qualified people 
in various staff specialties, to serve as Regional Staff Directors. 

Don Bauer's legacy to the Forest Service is the tally of people from his National Forest that went on to 
greater responsibilities. From 1958 through 1977, Don saw eight people go on to Forest Supervisor 
positions. Six went on to become Regional Staff Directors, five of whom were in Fire Management in four 
different Regions. 

Three of his people went on to become Staff Directors in the Washington Office. Two protégés became 
Regional Foresters, and one of those became Chief of the Forest Service. 

Don was a student of history, and he applied his store of knowledge to current situations in complex land use 
issues.  He invoked early California history, history of the Forest Service, and even early Roman history, in 
directing courses of action.  Don would have loved to see the Museum of Forest Service History come to 
fruition in his lifetime. 



 

  

                                                                  Lynn Biddison 
                                                                           1927 - 2015 
 

 

 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1943-1944 Angeles National Forest  Crew, Fire Tanker 
1945 U.S. Navy Seabees, Philippines 
1946-1948 Angeles National Forest Firefighter 
1948-1951 University of California at Berkeley Student 
1953 Angeles National Forest Heli-jumpers 
  District Ranger 
  Forest Fire Control Officer 
1968  Southwestern Region, Albuquerque Regional Fire Director 
1980 Pacific Southwest Region, San Francisco Regional Fire Director 
1982 Retired Forest Service   
1982 Fire-Trol Company Company Representative 
   
 
Biography 

Loved and admired by many, Lynn Robert Biddison, 88, passed away October 19, 
2015 as a result of injuries sustained in a motor vehicle collision in Albuquerque 
on October 11, 2015. 

During a long and prestigious career with the U.S. Forest Service and after retiring 
from the agency, Biddison periodically lived in Albuquerque, the city he and his 
wife, Susan, chose as a good place to settle down, an area with lots of family and 
friends. 

Lynn Robert Biddison was born May 14, 1927, on a ranch east of Los Angeles, 
California, to Thelmas Lynn Biddison and Dorothy Evelyn Wood. Lynn died on 
October 19, 2015 as a result of injuries sustained in a motor vehicle collision in 
Albuquerque on October 11, 2015. 

Lynn’s father and his brother, Donald Lee Biddison, had Forest Service careers.  
Lynn went to the University of California at Berkeley in 1948, studying forestry and 
graduated in 1951. 

Lynn followed in the footsteps of his father, who was a wildland firefighter with the 
Civilian Conservation Corps and later on the Angeles National Forest in the 1930s. 
Lynn said his dad and two other veteran “fire dogs” were his role models, noting 

they had the common traits of being “tough and fair to all” as well as being direct and decisive.  

Lynn was hired as a fire tanker crew member at the age of 16, and throughout the rest of his career, his 
specialty was aviation and fire management. He joined the U.S. Navy in 1945 and served with the Seabees 



in the Philippines until the end of World War II. He promptly resumed firefighting on the Angeles National 
Forest in California, where he went on to work his way up the ranks, but always keeping involved in the 
trenches. By 1953, he was among the first “heli-jumpers” who dropped into fire zones from helicopters.  

Lynn advanced to district ranger and fire control officer positions in California, and was regularly dispatched 
to fires all over the country. It was during these years that Lynn played an instrumental role in developing an 
“incident command” system for the agency that involved establishing standing fire management teams. In 
1968 he moved to Forest Service Region 3 in Albuquerque, where he became Regional Fire Director. He left 
12 years later for his last posting with the Forest Service, as Regional Fire Director for Region 5, based in 
San Francisco. After retiring in 1982, ending a nearly 40-year run with the Forest Service, Biddison worked 
as a representative for Firetrol, a company that provided fire retardant products to agencies in the U.S. and 
other countries. 

Lynn was a proud and loyal Forest Service after retirement. He played a big part in organizing a National 
Forest Service Reunion in Albuquerque in 2015 that was held in the days following the car crash. He was a 
driving force in an effort to establish a National Museum of Forest Service History  

Lynn is survived by his wife, Susan, daughters Teri and Kim, and six granddaughters. 

 

  



 

  

                                             Richard T. (Dick) Bingham 
                                                   1918-2010 

 

 

 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 

 
 
 
Biography 

Dick was elected to the Forest Honor Society XT Sigma Phi while In Graduate 
School, University of Idaho. In October 1942 he volunteered for the U.S. Marine 
Corps and was entered in an officer's candidate unit at Quantico, VA.   He 
remained in the Corps through the Mariana Islands Campaign, Tulagi and 
Guam. He was honorably discharged in January 1946.  He was a life member of 
the Kendrick, Idaho Veterans of Foreign Wars serving as Post Commander 1996 
and 1997.  

He started forest pathology research in Spokane, WA with the Bureau of 
Entomology and Plant Quarantine in 1946. Almost all of his research was 
directed towards controlling the white pine blister rust disease.  From 1953 
through 1975, mostly while stationed at the Forest Service Forestry Science 
Laboratory at Moscow, Idaho, he pioneered in white pine tree breeding towards 
genetic control of the blister rust disease.  During that time he worked closely 
with Forest Service and other scientists throughout the United States and the 
world.  His early promising research resulted in being awarded the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture's Superior Service Award in 1974 His entire research unit received a similar award 
the same year. 

Dick authored or co-authored more than 40 scientific publications on white pine silviculture and blister rust 
resistance.  

He served as chairman of the Inland Empire Chapter of the Society of American Foresters and on the 
Society's working group on forest tree breeding.  In 1989 he was elected a fellow of the Society and also 
received the Society's Barrington Moore Memorial Award for distinguished individual research in biological 
sciences.  He was also active in the International Union of Forest Research Organizations, and presented 
papers at the union's meetings in Copenhagen, Denmark and Lake City, Florida.  In 1969 he was appointed 
scientific director of the NATO-IUFRO Advanced Study Institute covering forest tree rust resistance.  

In 1984 he was selected as the 1984 Honor Alumnus of the University of Idaho's College of Forestry, Wildlife 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 

1936-1942 University of Idaho, Moscow Idaho Graduate Student 
 Bachelor of Science Forestry Degree  
 Master of Science Forest Pathology Degree  

1942-1946 United States Marine Corps  

1946-1953 
Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, Spokane, 
Washington Forest Pathologist  

1954-1976 
Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, 
Moscow, ID Forest Pathologist  



and Range Sciences.  

With the help of many Forest Service, State of Idaho and private industry cooperators some 400 apparent 
blister rust resistant "candidate" trees were selected. Controlled pollinated crosses resulted in the 
establishment of blister rust resistant western white pine seed orchards currently producing the seeds used 
in western white pine area restoration and plantation establishment.  

Dick also organized a group of people interested in native plants 
which became the White Pine Chapter of the Idaho Native Plant 
Society.  He served as the Chapter's first president and in 1989 
gave his first native plant presentation to a chapter meeting at the 
University of Idaho- a slide lecture on the "Flora of the Seven 
Devils.”  Members have great memories of weekend campout trips 
to the Seven Devils in the 1990's with Dick and Clyde Miller.  Dick 
authored several local flora and plant check lists. Two annotated 
checklists of relevance to those who find their recreation in the 
Hells Canyon of the Snake River or the Seven Devils, Idaho are 
the "Guide to the Common Plants of the Seven Devils Mountains" 
authored by Richard T. Bingham and Clyde J. Miller and the 
"Guide to the Common Plants of Hells Canyon" authored by 
Richard T. Bingham and Douglas M. Henderson.  

Dick enjoyed numerous overnight back pack fishing trips to the 
upper Marble Creek and the Little North Fork of the Clearwater 
River (in the fall prior to Dworshak Dam) with Homer Hartman, 
Clyde Miller, Dave Graham and Ralph Kizer.  After retirement from 
the Forest Service he bought a jet boat that provided a number of 
very eventful and memorable plant identification trips on the Snake 
River with fellow adventurers including Ray Boyd, Chuck Wellner, 
AI and Marjory Stage, Fred Johnson and many others. Dick, also 
known by many as "RT,” a very accomplished forest pathologist 
and botanist, truly enjoyed all of life to the fullest.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bags Controlling Pollination 
for Genetic Research 



 

  

                                                             John  W. Bohning 
                                                                     1920 - 2009 
 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1947 Starkey Experimental Forest, Umatilla National Forest Forestry Aid 
1948 University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho Graduate Student 
1948 - 1951 Umatilla NF, Pendleton OR Range Analysis 

1951 - 1957 Santa Rita Experimental Range, Forest Service 
Research, Tucson, Arizona Director 

1957 - 1959 R-3 Southwestern Regional Office, Albuquerque, NM Range Management Staff 
1959 - 1966 Kaibab National Forest, Williams, Arizona Range and Wildlife Staff Officer 
1966 - 1968 Santa Fe National Forest, Santa Fe, New Mexico Range and Wildlife Staff Officer 
1968 - 1981 Prescott National Forest, Prescott, Arizona Range and Wildlife Staff Officer 
 
Biography 

Jack Bohning's 34 years of public service to the Forest Service and our nation 
are full of stories of professionalism, education, mentoring, citizenship and 
community support. His professional career commenced with the economic 
and social changes that were spurned by the post war era in the United 
States. His early years in experimental forest and range programs contributed 
to the science of range management. His professionalism and skillful work 
became readily apparent to agency officials as he was called on to assist 
various forests in their range and wildlife management programs. He was a 
great teacher and mentor to new agency employees unfamiliar with range 
management concepts.   
 
Jack's leadership and dedication to public service is apparent is his service to 
his country. He served as a pilot in the United States Marine Corps during 
World War 11. His also served as a Marine Corps Active Reservist for 30 
years attaining the rank of Colonel. During the Vietnam War, he served on the 

staff of the US Marine Corps School at Quantico, Virginia.  His piloting and knowledge of air operations were 
utilized by the Forest Service in local and national aerial fire detection and aerial fire suppression efforts. 
 
Jack became a member of the Society for Range Management in 1949, only the second year of its 
existence. Jack served as the Arizona section President, as a National Board member and eventually served 
as National President and Executive Secretary in 1982. For his outstanding contributions to the science and 
Society for Range Management, he was awarded the Range Society's highest recognition, the Renner 
Award, in 1987. He was also appointed an Honorary Board Member of the Yavapai Cattle Growers, the 
oldest cattle association in Arizona. 
 
In 2006, Jack was still active serving as a volunteer as Chairman of the Conservation Education Program for 
the National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) in the Prescott, Arizona area. 
Jack made outstanding contributions to his profession, the Forest Service, his community and his church. It 
is worthy to note that his land management activities resulted in significant improvements to the condition of 
National Forest and private lands. He had a great sense of humor that endeared him to others. His caring 
ways were an excellent example for others. He and his wife Arline raised 5 talented daughters.   

 



 In 2006, Jack and Arline relocated from Prescott, Ariz., where he had retired from the USFS to Paonia, CO. 
Jack passed away in December, 2009, survived by his wonderful wife and daughters. 
 
 
 



 

  

                                                Howbert (Hob) Bonnett 
                                                       July 17, 1930 – April 29, 2019 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1949                                 Siskiyou N.F.  Smokejumper 
1955                                 Nevada N.F. Recreation Aid 
1955-56                                 Payette N.F. Timber Staff 
1958-60                                 Payette N.F., Krassel RD District Ranger 
1962-63                                 Boise N.F.  Timber Staff 
1963-66                                 Region 4, Ogden, UT  Timber Staff 
1966-68                                 Region 4, Ogden, UT  Computer Management 
1968-70                                 Admin.,Mgmt. Div. Wash. D.C. Computer Systems analysis 
1970-76                                 Admin., Mgmt. Div. Wash. D.C. Computer Tech. Management 
1976-79 
1979-85                                                

                                Admin., Mgmt. Div. Wash. D.C. 
                                Admin., Wash. D.C. 

Computer Management 
Systems Management 
 

 
Biography 

 
 Howbert William (Hob) Bonnett was born in Seattle, WA to Howbert Bainter and 
Mary Catherine Biggs Bonnett. He was raised in Sacramento, CA and earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Forest Management at the University of Idaho. Hob and 
MaryBell (Mac) McVicker were married in Moscow, Idaho on April 14, 1954. 
 
Hob spent 36 years working for the U.S. Forest Service in positions from Timber 
Management staff, to District Ranger, to Chief of Computer Management, retiring 
as assistant to the Forest Service Chief of Administration in Washington, D.C. 
 
Some of Hob’s notable accomplishments include developing plotless cruising on 
the Payette National Forest in the late 1950s, and instructing Timber Staff in its 
use. This increased the efficiency of timber cruising operations. As District 

Ranger, he led the Zena Creek High Lead Logging Project on the Krassel Ranger District on the Payette 
National Forest from 1959-1962. In the technology sector, Hob worked with the University of Utah computer 
staff to develop improved, quicker means of analyzing timber studies to make the date useful in a realistic 
timeframe. He also managed the development and installation of the computer facility for Forest Service 
Region 4, and let the study on the future of automation with the Forest Service from 1968-1970 in the 
Washington office. 
 
After retiring, Hob & Mac moved to Fairfield Harbour, New Bern, NC. In retirement, Hob operated a computer 
consulting business and in 1992 published a manual for using computer programs for boats and boaters. He 
enjoyed boating and was active in the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, serving in several staff offices including 
Flotilla Commander of New Bern Flotilla. 
 
Hob was predeceased by his parents, his son William Dean Bonnett and brother Roger Newton Bonnett. He 
is survived by his wife of 65 years, Marybell (Mac) Bonnett, son James Howbert Bonnett and two nephews. 
 



 
 

 

  

                                                                  Dale Bosworth 
                                                                           1945-    
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1966-1986 ID, MT, and Eastern Washington District Ranger (Powell Ranger District) 
1986-1994 Wasatch-Cache National Forest, UT Forest Supervisor 
1994-1997 Intermountain Region, Ogden, UT Regional Forester 
1997-2001 Northern Region, Missoula, MT Regional Forester 
2001-2007 Washington, DC Chief of the Forest Service 
   
 
Biography 
 

 DALE BOSWORTH, was raised in northern California and is second  
generation Forest Service.   

 He graduated from the University of Idaho in 1966 with a degree in Forestry 
and immediately joined the U. S. Forest Service.  He served in a variety of 
positions in Idaho, Montana and eastern Washington, including District 
Ranger of the Powell Ranger District near Lolo Pass. 

 In 1986 he became Forest Supervisor of the Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest in Utah.  He later served in Washington DC and California and in 
1994 became Regional Forester of the Intermountain Region of the Forest 
Service headquartered in Ogden, Utah.  In 1997 Bosworth became Regional 
Forester for the Northern Region in Missoula.   

He was named Chief of the Forest Service in 2001 where he served until he retired in 2007 after 41 years 
with the agency.  Since retirement he does volunteer work for the Forest Service’s International Programs 
and serves on several other boards, including the National Association of Forest Service Retirees.  Dale and 
Carma live in Missoula. 

 



 

  

                                                   Robert “Bos” Bosworth 
                                                          1940-2014 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1965-1968 Clearwater NF, Idaho  
1968-1997 Bonners Ferry District, Idaho Silviculturist and Fire Manager 
 
Biography 

Robert Walter “Bos” Bosworth, 73, passed away unexpectedly on Jan. 17, 2014, 
at his Bonners Ferry home. 
 
Robert “Bos” was born June 19, 1940, in Albuquerque, N.M., to Albert M. and 
Phyllis W. Bosworth. They lived in Socorro, N.M., while Al was going to school. In 
1944, their daughter Jane was born and shortly afterwards they moved to Silver 
City, N.M., where Bob and Jane attended school. While at Western High School, 
Bob was active in sports, band, was a delegate to Boys State, and was a member 
of the National Honor Society. 
 
In 1958, after graduating from high school, he entered the forestry program at 
University of Montana at Missoula, MT. While at UM, he was very active in the 
forestry club. 
 
He was in Chi Sigma Phi and received the Silas Thompson award. He was club 
vice-president, 1960-61, and Chief Push of the Forester’s Ball in 1962. He was 

also Honor Council chairman 1961-62. It was U of M that Bob first tried logger sports. 
 
He was co-Bull of the Woods at the 1961 AWFC Conclave. Logging sports were to be a life-long activity. 
He went to work on the Bungalow Ranger District on the Clearwater National Forest after graduation. He met 
his future wife, Jill, on a blind date to the Forester’s Ball. After 13 months as a medic in Korea, Bob returned 
to Missoula where he and Jill were married on June 5, 1965. 
 
After four more months in the army in California, the Bosworths returned to North Idaho to the Kelly Creek 
District on the Clearwater National Forest. In 1967 Bob’s future sawing partner, Carson, was born. In 1968, 
the family left Orofino, Idaho, for Bonners Ferry, Idaho, where Bob was a forester on the Bonners Ferry 
District. In 1970, daughter Megan was born. Bob became a certified silviculturist and fire manager until he 
retired from the U.S. Forest Service in 1997. 
 
While in Bonners Ferry, Bob was active in the community in many ways, including the Jaycees and Kiwanis, 
where he was chairman of the Kiwanis basketball program. 
 
Besides being devoted to his family, Bob had several interests that were extremely important to him, 
including the Society of American Foresters. He was the first field forester ever elected president of SAF. 
After his national term, he continued to be active in the Selkirk Chapter of SAF and he served as general 
chairman of the 1989 national SAF convention. 



 
Logging sports were a great part of his life. He was very proficient with a crosscut saw. One of Bob’s fondest 
wishes was to saw with Carson. Their double bucking team won several world championships. His best Jack 
and Jill partner was daughter, Megan. 
 
Bob also wanted to saw with grandsons, and did so several times with his oldest, Hunter, with Sawyer, the 
younger, helping as oiler. 
 
Bob is survived by his wife of 48 years, Jill; son Carson of Lake Geneva, Wis.; daughter Megan (Phil) 
Shelmerdine of Seeley Lake, Mont., with grandsons Hunter and Sawyer, of whom he was extremely proud; 
sister Jane (Jack) Sturgis, El Paso, Texas; nieces Joselyn and Michelle and several cousins. Bob was 
preceded in death by his parents Al and Phyllis Bosworth. 
 
Bob was loved and highly respected in all aspects of his life and will be deeply missed by all who knew him, 
as he left some very large shoes to be filled. 
 
 



 

  

                                                             William Bowman  

                                                                      1936 - 2010 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1955 Rogue River National Forest Fire Crewman 
1956 – 1960 Los Padres National Forest Patrolman 

1962 -1969 Los Padres National Forest Suppression Crew Foreman, District Asst. Fire 
Control Officer 

1970 – 1973 Sequoia National Forest Fire Management Officer 
1978 – 1987 Eldorado National Forest Forest Fire Management Officer 
 
 
Biography 

 
In 1955 Bill started with a suppression crew on the Applegate Ranger 
District of the Rogue River National Forest in Oregon's Region Six.  
That job came through employment search at his school, Cal Poly 
University, San Luis Obispo, CA.  He transferred to the Los Padres NF 
(R-5) in 1956 and served there until his US Army service took him to 
Panama from 1960-1962. 
 
He returned to the Los Padres from 1962 until 1969.  During those 
years he rose from Suppression Crew Foreman to Assistant District 
Fire Control Officer.  It was during this period that he developed 
relationships with the Region's "Hot Shot" crews.  His fire behavior 

knowledge and fire suppression techniques began to expand.  He used that ability and knowledge for 
firefighter safety and the public good for the rest of his life.                                  
 
In late 1969, he went to the Greenhorn District of the Sequoia NF headquartered in Bakersfield, CA.  His new 
job was District Fire Management Officer.  His diligence in that job, plus his outstanding performance during 
the extreme fire season of 1970 earned him a promotion to Assistant Forest Fire Management Officer for the 
Sequoia NF.  He held that position from 1973 until 1978.  He led the Forest's fuel management and 
broadcast prescribed burning programs for those years.  Five local communities were protected. 
Those efforts amounted to about 10,000 acres of fuel reduction. 
 
In 1978 Bill advanced to Forest Fire Management Officer on the Eldorado NF.  He was well known 
throughout the Region, and was promptly accepted.  One reviewer said, "He was never a grand stander or a 
loud voice, but when he spoke he was always listened to."  He served on Incident Command Teams 
throughout Region Five and elsewhere.  His most challenging fire assignment was as Incident Commander 
on the Blue Mountain Lightning Complex. (Region 6) Eight major fires were included in that responsibility.  
Those fires are referred to as "one of the major events in the Region's fire history." His support of Regional 
Hot Shot crews continued.  He served as Liaison Officer for the Forest's Law Enforcement Unit with County 
Sheriffs California Highway patrol, and other emergency responders. 
 
Bill retired from the US Forest Service on January 2, 1987. 
 



He did not retire from public service.  He taught fire science at Sierra Community College (Rocklin, CA), to 
the California Conservation Corps crews in Sacramento and Ione and for local fire departments.  He 
cooperated on or led six fire safety contracts for wild land communities. 
 
Bill died August 11, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

                                                            Henry E. (Hank) Branagh 
                                                            1915-2002 

 
 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1942 -  Eldorado NF, CA  
 Stanislaus, Lassen, Shasta, Los Padres 

NFs 
 

1950 - 1955 Tahoe NF, Nevada City, CA Timber Staff Officer 
1955 - 1958 Regional Office (R5) San Francisco, CA Regional Safety Officer 
1958 - 1972 Tahoe NF, Nevada City, CA Forest Supervisor 
 
 
Biography 
 

Henry Branagh graduated from the University of California at Berkeley and received his permanent 
appointment with the Forest Service on the Eldorado National Forest in 1942.  Since then he served 
on the Stanislaus, Lassen, Shasta, Los Padres and Tahoe National Forests.  Hank, as he is known to 
his many friends, was first assigned to the Tahoe Forest as Timber Staff Officer in 1950.  In 1955, he 
transferred to the Forest Service Regional Office in San Francisco as Regional Safety Officer.  He 
returned to the Tahoe National Forest as Forest Supervisor in 1958. 

Doug Leisz, Regional Forester in charge of the National Forests in California praised Branagh for his 
exceptional quality of leadership on the Tahoe National Forest.  The development of major recreation 
complexes at four reservoirs and the construction of two winter sports sites in the Donner Summit area 
occurred under Branagh's leadership. The Forest experienced a 50% increase in timber production through 
higher quality management during the past 14 years.  Branagh was instrumental in establishing the Granite 
Chief roadless recreation area.  His efforts in the current Lake Tahoe Basin Study and the Cinder Cone 
controversy involving proper disposal of effluent within tile north portion of the Tahoe Basin, were also noted 
as major achievements under Branagh's term of service as Supervisor. 

"The large numbers of people that use the Tahoe National Forest, coupled with its complex private 
landownership pattern and the outstanding array of natural resources, present a continuous management 
challenge to the Supervisor.  Despite there problems, Branagh has made tremendous strides in providing the 
needed wildland resources to our society. He has worked closely with State and local government 
representatives and many citizen groups. His leadership and inspiration has made its impact throughout the 
Forest Service. He will be sorely missed," Leisz stated. 

Hank and his wife Alice were parents of three children - John, Marjorie, and Edward. He continued to reside 
in Grass Valley until his death in 2002. 



 

  

                                                                Duane G. Breon 
                                                                         1931 - 
 

 

 

 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 
 

 
 
Biography 
 

Duane Breon was a super boss in helping and developing his subordinates even when it may have been 
trying to his own program. In Milwaukee, Duane's staff group was "exploring and developing" a new type 
of position, aptly named "program analyst" that came about under a nationally directed management 
effort called Program, Planning and Budgeting.  It was a government wide effort to improve program 
decisions using analytical procedures and had originally come from Secretary Robert S. McNamara's 
Defense Department.  It could be controversial when the analysis didn't support a manager's position on 
his program and the analyst then became a problem - a typical administrative situation. It was situations 
such as this when Duane was so supportive and helpful.  

He was also very good about getting employees into details that provided exposure to the broader Forest 
Service organization and programs - exposure that was most helpful in advancing an individual's career.  

Duane's retirement reflects his abiding concerns for conservation, serving in leadership roles on local 
conservation organizations such as Resource Conservation and Development Committee, Crawford County 
Resource Enhancement and Protection Committee, Crawford County Conservation Board and the Izaac 
Walton Chapter.  

Duane studied Public Administration at the University of Southern California under the Government 
Employees Training Act, 1963-1964. 

With his service in the Marine Corps in Korea, 1951-1953, and his twenty-four years in the Forest Service 
and his continued conservation interest, Duane has served his country well.  

 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1963-1965 Sitgreaves NF, Pinedale District, Pinedale, AZ District Ranger 
1966-1967 Heber Job Corps Conservation Center, Heber, AZ Center Director 
1967 Job Corps Conservation Centers, Washington, DC Program Specialist 
 
1968 Job Corps Conservation Centers, Washington, DC Deputy Chief, Project 

Management 
1969 USFC, Washington, DC Management Analyst 
1969-1973 Regional Office, Region 9, Milwaukee, WI Branch   Chief 
1974-1977 Regional Office, Region 9, Milwaukee, WI Director 
1978-1987 Regional Office, Region 9, Milwaukee, WI Deputy Regional Forester 



 

  

Lloyd R. Britton          Marilynn Alice Wilson Britton 
            1923 - 2002                                                         1923-2013 

 

 

 
 
Forest Service Employee                                         
 
Places, units or projects where person served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1940 Stanislaus National Forest Seasonal worker 
1948 Los Padres National Forest Pilot 
 Six Rivers National Forest  
Xxxx - 1958 Descanso District, Cleveland National Forest District Ranger 
1958 - 1964 San Bernardino National Forest Fire Control Officer 
1964 - 1968 Sierra National Forest Deputy Forest Supervisor 
1968 - 1971 Mendocino National Forest Forest Supervisor 
1971 - 1987 Plumas National Forest Forest Supervisor 
 
 
Biography 
 

Lloyd served as a B-24 pilot with the U.S. Army Air corps station in England and 
flew missions throughout the European, African and Middle Eastern theaters 
during World War II.  Following the service, he returned to college and graduated 
from the UC-Berkeley School of forestry with his bachelor of science degree in 
1948. 

Lloyd began a career with the U.S. Forest Service at 17, as a seasonal worker on 
the Stanislaus National Forest.  Following military service and graduation from 
college, he became a fulltime employee assigned to the Las Padres National 
Forest as a pilot.  He went on to serve on the Six Rivers National Forest and 
Klamath National Forest; as a ranger on the Cleveland National Forest; fire control 
officer on the San Bernardino National Forest; deputy supervisor of the Sierra 
National Forest; forest supervisor of the Mendocino National Forest 1965 to 1971 
and supervisor of the Plumas National Forest from 1971 until his retirement in 
1987.  He was a member of the Society of American Foresters and a past 

president of the Northern California Chapter. 

Marilynn Britton was raised in Mountain View, California. She graduated from San Jose State College in 
1945 with a degree in occupational therapy, working with injured World War II service members at Letterman 
Hospital in San Francisco after graduation. 

In a botany class at SJSC, she met Lloyd Britton. They were engaged on Christmas Eve in 1943, and the 
next day Lloyd left for B-24 pilot training and the air war in Europe. They were married Aug. 18, 1946, 
honeymooning at Gold Lake in Lakes Basin. 

They first lived in Alameda while Lloyd finished his forestry studies at UC Berkeley, and soon after 
graduation moved to Santa Barbara for a Forest Service job. This began the first of many Forest Service 
moves; first to Orleans on the Klamath River; Eureka, briefly; next, many years on the Descanso Ranger 
Station in the San Diego Mountains; then San Bernardino; Fresno; Willows; and finally Quincy in 1971, 
where Marilynn lived for the rest of her life. 



Marilynn and Lloyd raised six children. When they were small, Marilynn took night classes at San Diego 
State, University of Riverside and Chico State where after 17 years she finally obtained her teaching 
credential at age 48. She worked as a home study and substitute teacher in Quincy until she was 72. 

Marilynn was a Cub Scout and 4-H leader, Sunday school teacher and PTA officer. When her children were 
older, she began volunteering at the Quincy food bank; the hospital thrift shop; with Quincy Community 
Hospital Auxiliary and the Pink Ladies at the Quincy convalescent hospital; and was Plumas County 
chairwoman for the American Red Cross for 15 years. She was still volunteering at the food bank and 
convalescent hospital until the week before she died. 

She especially enjoyed being the old-time “school mistress” with the Plumas County Museum’s Pioneer 
School Days program for all county fourth-graders each year. The Friends of the Library Literacy Program 
was another favorite volunteering opportunity, as was helping at the museum. Marilynn was active in Eastern 
Star and AAUW for almost 70 years, and she was quietly honored to receive a Paul Harris Fellowship award 
from the Rotary Club of Quincy last month. 

She is survived by her daughter Sue Britton Olson and husband Bill Olson; son Peter Britton and wife Sue; 
son Bill Britton and wife Deb; daughter Jeannie Britton and husband Bob Wendel; son John Britton; and 
daughter Carolee Britton Gregg and husband Bill Gregg. 



 

  

                                                                   Bruce G. Brown 
                                                                                              1934-2011 
 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
 
 
Biography 
 

 
 

INFORMATION PENDING 



 

  

                                                                  Gary G. Brown 
                                                                           1933 - 2012 

 
` 
Partner  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1960 - 1973 Montana State Foresters Office, various 

locations 
Forester 

1973 - 1975 Private Industry, Butte MT Brown and Worth Electronics Co. 
1975 - 1981 Montana State Foresters Office, Missoula, 

MT 
Unit Supervisor 

1981 1992 Missoula, Montana Montana State Forester 
1988 2002 Missoula, Montana President, National Museum of Forest Service 

History 
   
 
Biography 
 

Gary G. Brown was born in Hay Springs, Nebraska, July 10, 1933, 
graduated from Whitehaven (Tennessee) High School, 1951, and attended 
the University of Montana, Missoula, receiving a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Forestry, June, 1960.  In 1963, he completed Administrative Leadership 
Training at the University of Montana. Gary attended the Government 
Operations Institute, Washington D.C., 1983 and the Lewis and Clark 
College, Portland, Oregon, Executive Seminar Program, 1989 – 1990.  

He served four years in the United States Air Force, 1951 to 1955. Between 
1960 and 1981 He held the following positions with the State Forester’s 
Office: 
 

 Assistant on Swan State Forest 
 Timber Management Assistant, Kalispell, 

MT 
 Supervisor, Clearwater State Forest, Sperry 

Grade, Lincoln, MT 
 Supervisor, Swan River State Forest, Swan 

Lake, MT 
 Forest Management Assistant, Projects and 

Planning, Missoula, MT 
 Management Forester, Missoula, 
 District State Forester, Helena, MT 

 Area Forester, Helena 
 Forest Use Supervisor, Missoula 
 Resigned from Montana State Forestry, 

went into private business, Brown and Worth 
Electronics, Butte, MT, 1973 to 1975 

 Unit Forester, Clearwater Unit, Sperry Grade 
 Cooperative Projects Bureau Chief, 

Missoula 
 Deputy State Forester/Assistant 

Administrator, 1978 to 1981 

 
Approved as Montana State Forester/Administrator July 1, 1981. The State Forester’s position was directly 
responsible for planning and directing the development, use, protection and conservation of the State’s forest 
and non-forest watershed resources. Products and services were provided statewide, and received by forest 
industry, forest and range landowners, government agencies (federal, state and local), and a large segment 
of the general public. 



Partner with Forest Service and other Natural Resource Agencies and Organizations through the Forest 
Service State & Private Forestry Program. 

Gary Brown served as the first President of the National Museum of Forest Service History from 1988 to 
2002. Gary provided countless hours of dedication and leadership to the National Museum of Forest Service 
History. Through Gary’s leadership the Museum moved from an initial concept to an organization with a 
Museum site, an initial building and a growing collection of memorabilia of the history of the Forest Service. 

Gary joined the Society of American Foresters in 1960 and became a Fellow in 1991. He served on the 
National SAF Council 1985 to 1987.  He served as chair of on the Dean’s Advisory Committee, College of 
Forestry Conservation, University of Montana, Missoula from 1983 to 1984. Gary participated in the National 
Association of State Foresters from 1981 to 1992. He was the association's Western Representative, 1983 to 
1984 and Chairman of the Water Resources Committee,  

1988 - 1990 Other Memberships and Accomplishments: 
 Montana Woodland Council Chairman, 1979 

– 1983  
 Montana Governor’s Advisory Committee on 

Forest Resources  
 Montana Governor’s Representative 

McIntire-Stennis Program  
 Montana State Rural Areas Development 

Committee (RAD) and Past Chairman, 
Forestry Sub-committee  

 University of Montana, School of Forestry 
Alumni Association Executive Committee 
President 1984 – 1985  

 Distinguished Alumni Award – 1989  
 Northern Montana Forestry Association  

 Blackfoot Forest Protective Association 
(Montana)  

 Board of Directors and Secretary-Treasurer 
Keep Montana Green Association, 1982 
1992  

 Western Forestry and Conservation 
Association Trustee, 1985 – 1989  

 Montana Flathead Basin Commission, 1985 
– 1992  

 Regional Forester’s (R-1) Partnership Award 
(Watershed Cooperative, Grizzly Bear 
Activities, National Museum of Forest 
Service History) 

 



 
 

 

  

                                                    Mason Blackmer Bruce 
                                                    1908-2002           
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
 White Mountain National   
 Green Mountain National Forest   
 Monongahela National Forest  
 Olympic National Forest Forest Supervisor 
 Alaska Region  Assistant Regional Forester  
 Washington Office Assistant Chief, Division of Timber 

Management 
 
Biography 
 

Mason Bruce was born on November 4, 1908 in Saugus, MA. He attended the New York State Ranger 
School in 1926 and received a degree in Forest Management from the New York State College of Forestry at 
Syracuse University in 1933. Mason Bruce entered employment with the U. S. Forest Service during the 
Civilian Conservation Corps era and moved on to various assignments on the White Mountain, Green 
Mountain and Monongahela National Forests. He later became Forest Supervisor of the Olympic National 
Forest in the state of Washington and was Assistant Regional Forester in the Alaska Region of the U.S. 
Forest Service in Juneau, AK. He concluded his career with the U.S. Forest Service as Assistant Chief of the 
Division of Timber Management in Washington, D.C. He was a golden (Life) Member of the Society of 
American Foresters. 
After graduation from Syracuse University in 1933, Mason served on various Ranger Districts on the White 
Mountain and Green Mountain National Forests in New England; then on the Monongahela National Forest 
in West Virginia. During WW II he participated in the Timber Production War Project in the field and 
Washington, D.C. After WW II, he became Forest Supervisor of the Olympic NF in western Washington 
State; then became Assistant Regional Forester in Alaska; then was promoted to his Wash. DC assignment. 
Mason Bruce was an outstanding professional Forester and career Forest Service employee. He and his 
wife Catherine -  and son David and daughter Betsy - were an exceptional Forest Service family. They not 
only served in the Forest Service, but also were very active in many community activities. Mason was an 
exceptional mentor to younger foresters. He was an outstanding role model as a professional and was Chair 
of the Alaska Society of American Foresters. He retained an active interest in the Society of American 
Foresters until he passed away. 
 



 

  

                                                     Charles “Chuck” Burk 
                                                             1922-2015 

 

 

 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1949-1985 Northern California, Montana Smokejumper, District Ranger 
 
Biography 
 
 

Charles William "Chuck" Burk, 92, of Sequim passed away peacefully on 
January 13, 2015, of natural causes.  
 
Chuck was born on September 2, 1922, to Charles Everett and Emma 
(Wiedenmeyer) Burk in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the second of four siblings.  
 
In 1940, Chuck graduated from Washington High School in Sioux Falls, the 
same high school from which his father had graduated in 1912.  
 
After attending one year at Augustana College, a Lutheran college in Sioux 
Falls, Chuck enlisted in the U.S. Navy just as World War II was beginning.  
 
After a year at the Naval Academy Preparatory School, his tour of duty included 
assignments on the USS California and the USS Cleveland. 

 
Upon discharge from military service in 1945, Chuck went back to school, receiving his bachelor's degree in 
forest management from the University of Montana, Missoula.  
 
During two summers of these college years, Chuck worked as a smokejumper for the U.S. Forest Service, 
when smokejumping was still in its infancy.  
 
In April 1949, Chuck suffered a severe injury during a forestry class project that would land him in the 
hospital for more than six months and would ultimately save his life: a few months after the accident, 12 
members of his smokejumping crew perished in the notorious Mann Gulch Fire of Montana. 
 
On June 26, 1951, Chuck married Naomi Brown, daughter of John Price Brown and Eva Hester Brown of 
Milltown, Montana.  
 
Chuck and Naomi moved to Washington, where Chuck worked briefly for Weyerhaeuser.  
 
He then took a permanent position with the U.S. Forest Service.  
 
As an inveterate outdoorsman, this was a perfect fit for Chuck. His love and respect for nature, combined 
with his unwavering focus on doing the job right, made him an excellent forester.  
 
He served in many capacities including as a district ranger, as a land appraiser and, of course, in firefighting.  
 
His 33-year career with the Forest Service took Chuck and his family to live in many rural towns throughout 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/navy/?personid=173901274&affiliateID=3033
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=173901274&affiliateID=3033


Northern California and, in later years, to Bozeman, Montana.  
 
Chuck retired from the Forest Service in 1985, and he and Naomi moved to Sequim shortly thereafter.  
 
Chuck is preceded in death by his older sister, Dorothy; his eldest son, Craig; and his youngest daughter, 
Gretchen Browne.  
 
He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Naomi Burk; his sister Vivian Anderson of Maplewood, Minnesota; his 
brother Donald (Dolly) Burk of Missoula, Montana; his daughter Kathleen (Stephan Vidmar) Burk of Mesilla, 
New Mexico; his son Donald (Laurie) of Cottonwood, California; seven grandsons (William (Kari) Vidmar of 
Oak Harbor, Washington; Stewart Vidmar of Alexandria, Virginia; Kevin Burk of Dublin, California; Richard 
Burk Vidmar of Denver, Colorado; Daniel Browne of Kalispell, Montana; David Browne of Palo Alto, 
California; and Jordan Burk of Albuquerque, New Mexico); and numerous nieces and nephews. 
 
We will remember Chuck for his wit, his charm and his grace, for his love of music and his gorgeous voice, 
and for his ability to spin the most enthralling of tales.  
 
Chuck was a highly-respected man whose devotion to God was evident in his sincere love for and interest in 
all who walk this Earth, and especially in his readiness to help the underdog.  
 
But most of all, Chuck will be remembered as a loving husband, the best of fathers, the best of grandfathers, 
the best of friends — the best of men. We will sorely miss him.  
 



 

  

                                                                  John Bushfield 
                                                                   

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places and/or units or projects where person served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1950s-1960s Clearwater NF, ID  
 Kootenai NF, MT District Ranger 
 Panhandle NF, ID  
 
Biography 
 

John Bushfield was a veteran of the 10th Mountain Division during World War II.  

He worked in Blister Rust Control (BRC) on the Clearwater National Forests in the 1950s and1960s.  Later 
John became a District Ranger on the Kootenai NF and then moved to the combined Panhandle NF in Idaho 
before he retired.  

John worked as a Service Chief on project fires.  He was the Fire Boss on the 1959 fire on the Delmar 
Radtke's Canyon Ranger District, Clearwater NF.  This was before the time fire overhead teams were 
organized and sent as a team.  John was always calm and a very capable Service Chief and supervising 
BRC crews.  

John skis at Schweitzer Mountain near Sandpoint Idaho. He is active in the Forest Service retiree group in 
the Spokane - Coeur D'Alene area. 

 



 
 

 

  

                                                               Andrew Cainion 
                                                               1944- 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1970s Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie  
1977-1983 Corvallis, OR  
1983-1991 Region 10, AK RO Personnel 
1991-1994 Frenchberg, KY Job Corp Center Director 
1994-2005 Mt. Hood NF Center Director 
2005 Retired from USFS  
 
Biography 
 

Andrew Cainion was born in 1944 in Kathleen, GA in a family of 14. He quit high school to work as a janitor 
and in 1966 he began as Job Corpsman in Mt. Home, where he served three months. 
 
In,1966 he moved to Pegosa Springs, CO for the Job Corps as GS-2 Dorm Supervisor, and in 1969 left 
Pegosa Springs as GS-5 to return home. 
 
It is a pleasure to know Andy Cainion, as an outstanding example of a Job Corps Program success story 
with the USFS. Beginning as a Corpsman in 1966 and after dropping out of high school to go to work as a 
janitor to help support his family with thirteen siblings. He is truly an extraordinary success story.  
 



 

  

                                                                     Joyce Calkins 
                                                                              1936-2016 

 
 
 
 
 
Biography 

Joyce Calkins Joyce Ann Calkins of San Miguel, CA, passed away of natural 
causes on February 12, 2016, at the age of 80, with her family by her side.  

Joyce grew up in California and graduated from Paso Robles High School 
with the class of 1953. In 1956 she married Dick Calkins, and together they 
shared almost 60 years of marriage. They had two children together, Rick 
and Kelly. After her children left home, Joyce went to work for the United 
States Postal Service, working as a window clerk in both the Frazier Park 
and Atascadero offices. She retired in 2002 after more than 20 years with the 
post office.  

Joyce enjoyed making elaborate crafts, being the life of the party, cooking 
gourmet meals from scratch, decorating her home and was a self-proclaimed 
wedding planner. Most of all, Joyce loved her family and friends. She was 
quick witted, intelligent, generous, and her kindness will be missed by 

everyone in her family. She was a beautiful person inside and out.  

She was preceded in death by her sons, infant Daniel Steven Guy, and Rick Calkins; brothers, Kenneth and 
David McNellis, and her parents. Joyce is survived by her husband, Dick Calkins, to whom she was a loving 
and loyal companion. She is also survived by her daughter, Kelly (Doug) Bungarz of Atascadero; 
grandchildren: Jake (Tracey) Murch of Atascadero, Heidie Haskell of Atascadero, and Heather (David) 
Duditch of San Diego; great-grandchildren: Julien Hinds, Zachary Binger, and Derrick Duditch. Joyce also 
leaves behind her sister, Dorothy (Egedio) Vieira of Tulare, numerous nieces and nephews, cousins, lifelong 
friends, and her two dogs that she loved, Sister and Sheila.  

Next time you see a pink sunset, take a moment to think of Joyce. 

 
 



 
 

 

  

                                               Alex and Doris Campbell 
                                                      Alex, Unknown-1991 
                                                      Doris, 1915-2009 
 

  
 
Forest Service Employee and Spouse 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1951 (Alex) Los Padres N.F. CA Head Ranger 
1970 (Alex) Los Padres N.F. CA Retired, U.S. Forest Service 
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Doris Campbell was born on St. Patrick's Day in 1915, and became an expert fly fisher, lover of  the  
outdoors, fabulous pie maker, teacher, artist, author and musician. 
Doris was raised with her two brothers in a large two-story home on Chestnut Street in Chico, CA. Her family 
spent many happy summers in the mountains to escape the heat. There; Doris learned fly  fishing from her 
father and to love the mountains, passions that lasted a lifetime. 
Doris attended Chico State College, graduating during the Great Depression.  She found a job teaching in a 
one-room school at Hat Creek. It was on the creek while fishing that she met a handsome forest ranger, 
Alexander Russell Campbell. They married in 1937 and worked and lived in Forest Service outposts 
throughout the Sierras of northern California.  
When Alex was promoted to head ranger for the northern section of Los Padres National Forest in 1951, 
Doris was happy to take their three children and leave the cold, snowy winters behind. 
When Alex retired in 1970, they build a retirement home on the Big Sur Coast, above Pacific Valley. They 
also bought a camper and spend many happy times for the next 20 years traveling with their family in the 
Sierras and the mountains of Colorado and Montana. 
In 1974, they moved to Oakmont in Santa Rosa to be near their two sons. 
They both were well loved by all who knew them.  



 

  

                                                                    David J. Card 
                                                                              1958 - 2003 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1978-1986 Butte Falls Ranger District, Rogue River 

National Forest 
Seasonal Forestry Aid 

1986-1987 J. Herbert Stone Nursery, Rogue River 
National Forest 

Laborer 

1987-1991 Butte Falls Ranger District, Rogue River 
National Forest 

Forestry Technician 

1991-1999 Custer National Forest Computer Specialist 
1999-2003 Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest Computer Specialist 
 
Biography 

 

There are a lot of ways to measure time.  Astronomers use time frames 
that are difficult to imagine.  Geologists think in millions or hundreds of 
thousands of years.  Foresters use hundreds of years when describing 
trees.  You can also measure time in terms of the human experience.  
By that standard, the Metlen Hotel, built in 1897 by J.C. Metlen, is in 
middle age.  That was where the memorial service for David Card was 
held.  In terms of human biology, David was also middle age.  He died 
doing what he loved.  Riding motorcycles through the Western United 
States.  
 
David was a big bear of a man.  Not the nasty kind of bear portrayed by 
rogue grizzlies.  He was an intelligent, soft, world wise, teacher sort of 
bear, more like Baloo in Kipling’s Jungle Book.  He could look around 
and take in the good things the world offered, the bad simply not worthy 
of his attention.  This big bear of a man could fill himself up with those 
good things, like he was preparing for winter. Store them up like honey 

and salmon, and share them with others whenever he needed.  Oh, we all have our dark times, as did David.  
But with a small, faraway, glance at the distance he was back.  His humor and sense of joy would teach us 
about the world, one smile, one joke, one wise ass comment at a time.  He would bring us together, he would 
leave no one behind.  He would move us to do things, big grin saying come with me, you can do it, come on, 
let’s go, let’s have some fun. 
 
David loved trees.  He tried, in the best way he knew how, to live and work amongst them.  Thus his career 
in the Forest Service, living and working in the towns of the Pacific and Intermountain West.  Like all of us, 
his life was full of facts, places he has been, and things he has done. 
 
1978 - Started work for the Forest Service as a GS-462-3 Forestry Aid, Butte Falls Ranger district, Rogue 
River National Forest, studied basic Tree Climbing and Power Saw Handling, promoted in 1981 and 1983. 
 
1986 - Became a WG-3502 at the J. Herbert Stone Nursery. 



 
1990- Became a career-conditional employee, promoted into permanent, full-time status GS-462-5 Federal 
employee in the Forest Service, and eventually promoted to GS-462-7.   
 
1991 - Became a GS-334-7 Computer Specialist on the Custer National Forest, promoted and temporarily 
performed as Acting Supervisory Computer Specialist.   
 
1999 - Became a GS-334-11 Computer Specialist on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. 
 
But these events seem so brief now.  So brief now that David is gone from us, taken in middle age.  He was 
a good worker, a hard worker, and people looked forward to working with him, side by side.  But his work 
extended well beyond the office.  His big, teacher bear, side would come out and poke us in the ribs, Baloo 
smiling and joking, focus, focus on the good things.  We can’t help but wonder if his work with all of us must 
have been complete here in this place.  His spark, his spirit must have been needed elsewhere.  There must 
have been some darkness, some sadness elsewhere out there, somewhere we cannot see, somewhere well 
beyond our understanding, something somewhere that was in need. 
 
So we are left with our experience and memory.  We can all picture this joyful bear of a man, walking down a 
hallway in the office, shadows extending, late in the day, big grin on his round face looking over his shoulder, 
long, black leather coat well down past his knees, getting smaller and darker in the distance.  David Card, 
going, and going, and going.  Good-bye David, we will miss you here, in our minds, and in our hearts, for 
sure David, for sure.  
 
In loving memory, your coworkers and friends, June 2003 
 
Patty Anderson, John Benner, Linda Benton, Linda Bodenlos, David Browder, Lori Erickson, Kim 
Foiles, Tim Gray, Kristen Harrington, Bruce Jeske, Dana Lawrence, Martin Prather, Jose Saavedra, 
Andy Scheible, Gerry Shimada, Sally Suk, William Tanke, Betty Toczek, Steve Vance, Jan Zarling 
 
 
 
 



 

  

                                                            George D. Carlisle 
                                                                     1913 -2011 

 
 
 
Cooperator & Forest Service  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1936 - 1938 Eastern Region Forest Service Forester and CCC Foreman 
1938 - 2011 Prentiss & Carlisle, Forestry Consultants, Maine Forester to President 
 
 
Biography 
 

George D. Carlisle was born June 25, 1913 in Bangor, Maine. George 
graduated from University of Maine with a BS in Forestry in 1935. He 
received a honorary Dr. of Science in 1958.  

Upon graduation, joined US Forest Service as a Jr. Forester. George 
assisted in buying land in Southern Ohio to establish the Wayne 
National Forest.  In 1936, George attended a U.S. Forest Service 
Training Camp at Three Lakes, Wisconsin.  He was promoted to Camp 
Superintendent of a Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) Camp.  After a 
short period as superintendent, George left the Forest Service and 
returned to a family forest consulting business, Prentiss & Carlisle in 
Bangor Maine in 1938.  

Carlisle was elected as a "Fellow" in the Society of American Foresters 
–He is a member of Xi Sigma Pi, an honorary forestry society. George 
has worked in all types of forestry activities -timber cruising, scaling, 
and surveying -timber harvesting, timberland purchasing, etc. He is a 
registered Professional Forester and Land Surveyor in the State of 
Maine.  

Carlisle was elected Treasurer, Vice President and, in 1967, President of Prentiss & Carlisle. He continued 
to serve as a Director until his death in 2011. The company currently owns 93,000 acres and manages for 
clients a total of 1,300,000 acres of timberland in New England and the Lake States.  

Past Civic Activities include service as Mayor of the City of Bangor and as a member and Chairman of the 
Bangor School Board.  He was President of the Bangor Rotary Club and University of Maine Foundation, a 
Director of Northeast Bank & Trust Co., Millinocket Trust Co., Bangor Hydro Electric Co, Union Mutual Life 
Insurance Co., Silver Ridge Land Co., and Maine Forestlands, Inc., Director and Chairman of the Board of 
Northeast Bankshares Assoc. and Director and member of the Executive Committee of the American 
Pulpwood Association.  

“George Carlisle was a pillar of the community whose visionary leadership helped shaped Bangor for 
decades,” said U.S. Sen. Susan Collins in a press release. “He was an extraordinary individual who leaves 
an enormous legacy.” 



 

  

                                                              Robert F. Carlson 
                                                                       1909 - 2003 

 
 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1933 Civilian Conservation Corp, Mt. Admas, Umpqua NF, 

OR 
Foreman 

1938 - 1945 Sequoia NF, CA  
1945 - 1947 Lee Vining District, lnyo NF District Ranger 
1947 - 1950  Challenge/LaPorte , District Plumas NF, CA  District Ranger 
1950 - 1955 Bakersfield/Greenhom, Sequoia NF, CA  District Ranger 
1955 - 1960 Sonora District, Stanislaus NF, CA District Ranger 
1960 - 1971 R5 Regional Office, San Francisco, CA Fire Control 
 
Biography 
 

Bob Carlson retired from the USDA Forest Service in 1971 with 38 years of service, beginning as a 
recreation foreman for the Civilian Conservation Corp Camp at Mt. Adams on the Umpqua NF.  He was a 
District Ranger for 15 years, on four national forests in California.  His tenure in Fire Control (later Fire and 
Aviation) included regional dispatcher and instructor for wildfire management at many courses at the 
Redding Air Center.  Bob retired in 1971. 
 



 

  

                                        Edward Clare Carpenter 
                                                      1914-2003 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
Sept. 1938  Bitterroot National Forest, MT  Fireman and Lookout  

1938 -1939 Nicolet National Forest, WI  Field Assistant - Junior Forester  

1939-1941 White Mountain National Forest, NH Foreman, CU- 

1941-1942 Draper Corporation, Beebe River, NH  Log scaler and Clerk; also first aid man and 
Assistant Paymaster. 

May 1943-
April 1946 U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers  Draftsman / Map Maker, European Theater of 

Operations 
May 1946-

1947 
Berry Creek Ranger Station, 
Mendocino NF, Willows, CA Agricultural Aide, SP-5 -  

1947-1949 Brush Creek Ranger Station, Plumas 
NF, CA  

FCA - Worked 19 fires in 2 years, as Fire Boss 
Maps & Records Officer, Inspector, and 
Transportation Officer 

1949-1950 Tule Lake RS, Modoc NF  Assistant Ranger  

1950-1953 U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers Vice Commander, 572nd Topographic 
Detachment 

1953-1955 Gasquet Ranger Station, Six Rivers 
NF, CA  District Ranger 

1955-1956 Bass Lake Guard Station, North Fork 
District, Sierra NF, CA 

Managed area campgrounds and recreation 
areas learned FS recreation area design 
standards, supervised fire & maintenance crew.  

1956-1983 
California Regional Office, San 
Francisco, CA (attached to Sierra NF 
SO, Fresno, CA and served other NFs) 

Developed plans, surveys, and drawings for 
campgrounds, recreation areas, and Forest 
Service administrative sites. For major (Project) 
fires, served as Maps & Records officer 
throughout California 

1983 Retired  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Biography 
 

Edward C. Carpenter had a full U.S. Forest Service career, joining the 
Forest Service in 1937 as a recent Forestry graduate from Michigan 
State, and retiring in 1993; with interruptions during World War II and 
Korea for service with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Edward served as a draftsman and map maker in the European Theater 
of Operations. He made maps for the 37th Division and Headquarters VII 
Corps, including battle maps during the Battle of the Bulge. Edward was a 
Platoon Leader of Division’s Topographic Detachment.  He received 
direct commission to 2nd Lieutenant May 1945.  Recalled to active duty 
during the Korean War, Edward served as 1st Lieutenant, Vice 
Commander, 572nd Topo Detachment, Army Corps of Engineers located 
at Ft Huachuca, AZ, to Beale Air Force Base, CA.  He received a World 
War II Victory Medal, American Campaign Medal, European–African–
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal and three overseas bars. 

Ed served as a line forester, fighting fires, managing grazing and special use permits, mapping, planning, 
etc. He served as Fire Control Assistant (FCA), Assistant Ranger, and District Ranger. Then in the second 
half of his Forest Service career he joined a team of Foresters and Landscape Architects to establish 
California Region-wide standards and practices for campgrounds and recreation areas. Ed's planning work 
to develop campgrounds and recreation areas included sites in the Sierra, Klamath, Tahoe, Mendocino, and 
Sequoia National Forests.  These Forest Service sites have been enjoyed by thousands of National Forest 
visitors per year, since the 1960's and 70's. 

After retirement, Ed continued his work as a professional Forester, building a Forestry Technician program at 
Kings River Community College (then Reedley College) California, teaching surveying at Bauder College in 
Fresno, and writing land development plans as a California-licensed Forestry Consultant.  

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

Ray Ceniceros 
May 21, 1928-March 8, 2017 

 
 

 
Forest Service Employee 

 
Places, units or projects served 
 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1945 Del Rosa Hotshot Crew, San Bernardino NF, R5  Crewman 
1952-1956 San Bernardino NF, Cajon and Arrowhead RDs Various Fire Positions 
1956-1965 Arrowhead RD, San Bernardino NF  Fire Control Officer 
1965-1979 Lake Arrowhead Fire District Chief 
1979 Retired  
 
 
Biography 

Born in San Bernardino May 21, 1928, Ray attended school in San Bernardino 
until joining the Del Rosa Hotshot Crew as a 17-year-old. 

He served in the US Army during the Korean War.  Ray returned to a firefighting 
career on the San Bernardino National Forest in 1952.  In 1956, he was selected 
as the Fire Control Officer on the Arrowhead RD, where he served until 1965.  
Ray was then named Chief of the Lake Arrowhead Fire District. 

Ray served as Chief until his retirement in 1975. 

 

After his retirement, he remained active in the Mountain Fire Council, San Bernardino Fire Chiefs Association, 
and the California Fire Chiefs Association. 

 

  



 

  

                                                            George B. Chaffee 
                                                                     1923-2011 

 
` 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1951 Yellowstone National Park  Ranger 
 Denali National Park Range Conservation Management 
 Montana Fish and Game Range Conservation Management 
 Bureau of Land Management Range Conservation Management 
 U.S. Forest Service Range Conservation Management 
 Montana Department of State Lands Chief Field Agent  
 Gallatin National Forest Range Conservation Management 
 Helena National Forest Range Conservation Management 
 
 
Biography 

George B. Chaffee passed on April 25, 2011 at St. Peter's Hospital in Helena 
surrounded by his family. George was born in Billings, Montana on April 5, 1923. 
He packed a lot of living into his 88 years, was a force to be reckoned with,  and 
will be missed. Dad grew up in Livingston, Montana. He fished and swam the 
Yellowstone River as a boy and told us about selling whitefish his family caught 
door-to-door during the Great Depression. He played basketball for the Park 
County High Rangers, graduating in 1941.  

He fired coal locomotives for the Northern Pacific, and worked with his father, a 
Northern Pacific locomotive engineer.  Following the attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941, Dad volunteered and joined the Navy. He served in the Pacific 
during World War II and told us stories of being "aboard ship" in the great battles 
for Guam, the Mariana Islands and Okinawa.   

Following his Naval service, he returned to Montana, and like many World War II 
vets, used the GI Bill to go to college. He graduated from the University of Montana in 1951 with a degree in 
Wildlife Management and Education and later took graduate courses in Range Management. He worked as 
a Ranger in Yellowstone National Park and took an assignment in Alaska where he spent three months 
"batching it" in the wilds of the Kenai Peninsula, and then a winter in Denali National Park. Dad returned to 
Montana, working for a number of natural resource agencies, including Montana Fish and Game, the Bureau 
of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service. He often talked of his range management work on the 
Helena Forest and knew many local ranchers. He was also proud of an assignment for the Montana 
Department of State Lands as Chief Field Agent during Governor Babcock's administration. Up until just a 
couple years ago, Dad worked as a Natural Resource consultant for many agencies and Montana ranchers. 
Along with having itchy feet, he was a life-long botanist and instilled in all of us a love of nature and being 
outdoors.  

While on an assignment on the Gallatin National Forest in Bozeman he met Carol, his life partner and they 
were married in 1954. With the arrival of five children, Dad became a devoted family man. The folks settled 
on Lump Gulch, near Clancy when the children started school, and stayed put for 30 years. Our family has 
many memories of hiking, camping, fishing and hunting as we grew up, and as we look back, we were 
blessed. When the children were raised and left home, Dad and Mom continued their adventures, living in 



Eureka, Ulm and finally in the Bitterroot before returning to Helena recently.  

George is survived by his wife, Carol of Helena; children and their spouses, Jeff and Julie Chaffee of Clancy, 
Patty and Bruce Bell of Big Timber, Jean and Zach Pallister of Helena, Lola and Randy Ramey of Spokane 
and Diane and Steve Sigler of Missoula. He was Grandpa to 12 grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, and several aunts and uncles. When you think of George, take 
time to value nature, and pull a weed or plant some native grass, a shrub or a tree. Condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting www.aswfuneralhome.com.Clancy, Patty and Bruce Bell of  

George also authored a story in the National Museum of Forest Service History Newsletter “Range 
Reconnaissance Early 1900’s to 1960’s” in May of 2006.  The story was presented to commemorate a 
specialized unit of range examiners employed by the Forest Service.   

 

 

http://www.aswfuneralhome.com./


 

  

                                                                       John W. Chaffin, Jr. 
                                                                      1929 – 2011 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
 U.S. Army, Korea  
  District Ranger, Fire Staff 
  Forest Supervisor 
 California Deputy Regional Forester 
 
 
Biography 

 
John W. Chaffin, Jr., 82, died Oct. 10, 2011, in Green Valley. He was born Jan. 
23, 1929, in Nowata, Oklahoma to Wesley and Vada Chaffin, and grew up in 
Okmulgee and Stillwater, Oklahoma. 
 
He joined the U.S. Army and served two years during the Korean War, later 
graduating in forestry from Oklahoma A&M, and Yale. During his career with the 
U.S. Forest Service, he worked throughout the United States in various positions, 
including District Ranger, Forest Supervisor and various Fire Staff posts. He 
retired as a Deputy Regional Forester in California. He was a member of the 
National Forest Service Retirees Association, Society of American Foresters, and 
Sigma Chi Fraternity. 
 
He is survived by Sue, his wife of 59 years, two nieces, and Sue's two nephews, 
whom he considered his nephews too.  

 



 

  

                                                       Dwight G. Chambers 
                                                               1945 - 2014 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1966 Missoula, MT Smokejumper 
1967 Kootenai National Forest, Libby District Forester 
1968-1971 U.S. Marine Corps Pilot Training 
 Bitterroot National Forest, Sula District Forester 
 Lewis and Clark National Forest Forester 
1983 Michigan State University Graduate Degree 
 Lolo National Forest Forester 
1984-1989 Lolo National Forest, Superior District District Ranger 
1989-2006 Helena National Forest Planning Staff Officer 
 
 
Biography 

Dwight Gray Chambers, 69, passed away May 30, 2014, at the VA Puget 
Sound Medical Center in Seattle. Dwight slipped peacefully from this world 
with his family by his side after a 14-month journey back from a tragic skiing 
accident. During his rehabilitation at Craig Hospital in Englewood, Colorado, 
and at home for the past nine months, Dwight inspired many of us. He 
showed patient acceptance of his medical situation and a positive attitude 
about the life he held on to.  
 
Dwight was born on March 22, 1945, to Walter and Glenice Chambers in 
Phoenix. Dwight grew up on the family farm and graduated from Glendale 
Union High School in 1963. He was active in Future Farmers of America and 
a football standout when he wasn’t busy bucking bales in the hot Arizona sun. 
While attending college, Dwight was a bull rider and roper on the college 
rodeo circuit. He financed his college education by working summers as a 
smokejumper based out of the Missoula Smokejumper Base. Dwight 
graduated from Northern Arizona University in 1967, and 16 years later 

earned his master’s degree from Michigan State University. Dwight valued education and was proud to assist 
his wife and three children in earning their college degrees. 
 
After graduation from college, Dwight worked one summer on the Libby Ranger District. In September 1968, 
Dwight was accepted into officer candidate school for the U.S. Marine Corps at Quantico, Virginia. He 
proudly served for three years in the Marine Corps, attaining his pilot’s license and graduating to flying the T-
38 Talon and A-4 Skyhawk. One of the biggest regrets of his life was that they pulled the last jet out of 
Vietnam just before he completed his jet pilot training. Upon discharge from the service in 1971, Dwight 
returned to his Forest Service job in Libby, where he met and married Jo Ann Griffith at Fawn Creek Meadow 
in 1973. 
 
Dwight’s first forestry job in Libby began his 40-year career with the U.S. Forest Service and his love affair 
with Montana. He later served in Sula, Great Falls, Missoula, Superior and 19 years at the supervisor’s office 



in Helena. His favorite position was that of ranger on the Superior Ranger District from 1984 through 1989. 
Dwight always enjoyed getting back to his smokejumper roots on summer fires. The highlight of his summer 
was buzzing through the gray smoke of a wildfire as air attack coordinator. Dwight made many friends during 
his career and his Forest Service “family” supported him until the end of his life. 
 
Dwight was a man of few words, and he seldom asked anyone for assistance. Yet he spent his life 
volunteering his time. He served in the National Ski Patrol organization most every place he worked during 
his Forest Service career, receiving his 30-year service recognition award in 2013. Dwight also logged 
countless hours as T-ball coach, Cub Scout leader, soccer coach, youth group chaperone and was involved 
with various service projects through his church and community. 
 
Dwight loved his family, his country, his chunk of paradise in the Swan Valley, Civil War history, classical 
music (especially the brass parts!), old guns, Lay’s Classic potato chips and he never gave up on the Dallas 
Cowboys. 
 



 
 

 

  

                                                                Sandy Chelgren 
                                                                         Dates unknown  
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1970s  Placerville Ranger District, Eldorado NF District Clerk/SSS 
   
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Sandy was one of a kind and did so much to support everyone on the Placerville Ranger District. She was 
the first woman back then who went on fire assisgnments; as a buying team member. 

  



 

  

                                             Magnus “Gene” Chelstad 
                                                   1933-2021 

 

 

 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 
Date(s)     Location    Position(s)  
 
1958-1963    Willamette NF    Forester 
1963-1965    Tongass NF, Petersburg RD  Asst. District Ranger 
1965                 N. Tongass NF    Asst. Timber Mgmt. Officer 
1966-1969    Tongass NF, Craig RD   District Ranger  
1969-1975    Tongass NF, Ketchikan RD  Timber Mgmt. Officer 
1975-1979    Washington, D.C. Headquarters  Timber Mgmt. Staff 
1979-1984    CA Regional Office, San. Fran.  Timber Management 
1984-1997    Tongass NF, Juneau   Timber Management 
1997     Retired from USFS 
 
Biography 

  
Magnus “Gene” Eugene Chelstad.was born Dec. 13, 1933 to Norwegian parents 
Bessie and Magnus. Gene grew up working on the family farm in Iowa and 
graduated from high school with a small class size of 12 students. 
 
At the age of 17, Gene pursued his dream of becoming a G-man and joined the FBI 
in Washington D.C., working in their nascent fingerprinting department. He was 
encouraged to get a college degree, and decided to return to Iowa to attend Iowa 
State University. 
 
After graduating with a B.S. in forestry, Gene was drafted into the U.S. Army, and 
was eventually stationed in West Germany. He received several awards and 
distinctions, including a medal for Good Conduct. 
 
Following his honorable discharge from the Army, Gene began working for the U.S. 
Forest Service and met his wife Vivian in a Sweet Home church as she was 

presenting a slideshow about her time serving as a registered nurse in Africa. 
 
A promotion for Gene moved the new couple to Southeast Alaska, where they lived in many different towns 
over the years and had their three children. Along the way, Gene discovered his lifelong love of saltwater 
fishing, catching Pacific salmon and halibut in early-morning hours – usually in the rain. 

Another promotion sent Gene and family to Washington D.C., where he helped craft balanced national 
policies on the usage of our forests and lands both domestically and abroad. 

He represented the U.S. in negotiations with Japan, attending meetings with his counterparts in Tokyo. 

While in D.C., Gene enjoyed experiencing the history and art available in the nation’s capital, taking 
many family trips to the Smithsonian museums. 



The 1980s found Gene moving his family to Northern California where, along with a long commute 
which enabled time for reading, he embraced the ability to build out gardens where he and Vivian could 
grow a wide variety of fruits, vegetables and flowers in the California climate. 

With decades of seniority under his belt, Gene was now able to choose his next posting, so he and his 
family decided to go back to Alaska, where he eventually retired from his 39 years of service with the 
U.S. Forest Service. 

After retirement, he and Vivian returned to their journey’s beginning, Sweet Home, where they built 
their dream home with a beautiful view of the mountains and enjoyed plenty of free time for fishing, 
gardening and visits with family. Gene was active in the Lutheran faith his entire life, attending, 
volunteering and serving in local churches in each of the towns he lived in over the years with his 
family.  

Gene passed away peacefully in Lebanon at the age of 87 on March 14, 2021, with his loving wife of 61 
years, Vivian, at his side. Gene is survived by Vivian; his sister Lorretta and her husband Bryce Daisy; 
his children Andrea (Chelstad) Kerr, John and Erik; and his nine grandchildren, Mendal, Skyler and 
Atarah (Andrea’s children); and Raider, Elizabeth, Jacquelin, Manny, Martin and Miranda (John’s 
children). 

 
 



 
 

 

  

                                                              Earle Hart Clapp 
                                                              1877-1970           
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
 Medicine Bow Forest Reserve Timber Surveyor 

1915-1935 Washington Office  Chief, Forest Service Research  
1935 -1939 Washington Office  Associate Chief  
1939 - 1943 Washington Office  Acting Chief 
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Earle Hart Clapp, the sixth chief, was born in North Rush, New York, on 
October 15, 1877. 
Clapp attended Cornell University, and then transferred to the University of 
Michigan where he received his B.A. in forestry in 1905. 
He first started to work for the Forest Service on the Medicine Bow Forest 
Reserve as a timber surveyor. In 1915, he was made the chief of the new 
Forest Service branch of research. He was appointed as associate chief in 
1935, then to acting chief in 1939 after Chief Silcox died. 
Clapp was never officially chief of the agency, apparently because 
President Roosevelt did not want to approve the appointment. Clapp 
served in an acting capacity until 1943 when Lyle Watts was appointed 
chief. 
  
 



 
 

 

  

                                                         Edward Parley Cliff 
                                                                 1909-1987                
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1946 -1950 Regional Office, Ogden, Utah  Assistant Regional Forester, Range & Wildlife  
1950 - Regional Office, Denver, CO  Regional Forester 
1952 - 1962 Washington Office  Assistant Chief of the Forest Service  
1962 -1972 Washington Office Chief 
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Edward Parley Cliff, the ninth chief of the Forest Service, was born in the tiny 
community of Heber City, Utah, on September 3, 1909. 
He attended Utah State College, graduating with a degree in forestry. 
In 1946, he was assigned to the Intermountain Region in charge of range and 
wildlife, then as regional forester for the Rocky Mountain Region in 1950. Two 
years later, he returned to Washington D.C. as assistant chief of the Forest 
Service, then was appointed chief in 1962. 
He devoted much time to promoting a better understanding of public forest 
management problems with grazing interests and the timber industry, and 
especially with the general public. He helped the Forest Service develop a long-
range forest research program. The Forest Service became involved in the new 
Job Corps program in the mid-1960's by operating nearly 50 camps on the 
national forests; the nationwide natural beauty campaign; rural areas 
development, and the war on poverty. 

 



 

  

                                               Thomas Michael Collins 
                                                      1938 - 2020 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
Summer 1958 McCart Lookout, Bitterroot NF, MT Seasonal fire lookout 
Summer 1961 Upper Michigan NF, MI Seasonal soil survey crew 
1962 – 1964 Hiawatha NF, MI Soil survey crew 
1964 – 1965 Sheyenne Nat’l Grassland, Chippewa NF, ND Soil Scientist 
1965 – 1970 Mark Twain NF, MO Forest Soil Scientist 
1970 - 1976 Region 10, AK Regional Soil Scientist  
1976 - 1999 Region 4, UT Regional Soil Scientist 
Sept. 3, 1999 Retirement (38 years)  
   
 

Biography 
Thomas Michael Collins was born October 1, 1938 to Rose and Waide 
Collins and was one of six siblings raised in rural Wisconsin.  His family 
share cropped, raised and milked dairy cows, and subsistence farmed.   
 
He graduated from Richland Center High School in 1956. Then attended 
the University of Wisconsin Madison, graduating in 1962 with a BS in Soils, 
Geology, Botany/Forestry/ Plant Science, and Wildlife.   
 
His first Forest Service position, while still in college, was as fire lookout on 
a tower in remote southwest Montana.  It was a lonely job; he saw his 
supply packer once a month, but he fell in love with the Western mountains 
and forests.  
 
Tom was determined to work for 

Smokey Bear in the great outdoors after that experience.  His career as 
a soil survey crew member, crew boss, soil scientist, and soil and 
environmental science leader took him across the United States.  
 
He married his wife Marilynn and raised two children, Leah and Devin, in 
North Ogden.   
 
His final position, in Ogden, UT as Regional Soil Scientist, for 23 years, 
was his longest position of service and the longest he’d lived anywhere 
his entire life.   
 
Tom retired in September 1999 with congratulations from Forest Service 
friends across the United States.  In his retirement, he became a Dutch 
Oven caterer with his special brand, Little Turtle Dutch Oven Catering.  
His love of cooking, conversation, and making friends, made each Dutch 
oven event special.  He catered for large and small groups for 10 years.  
Tom loved to travel and especially enjoyed camping trips with his family, visiting Australia, an East African 
wildlife safari, and wintering in the Tucson area. Tom died of heart failure on July 7, 2020.  



 

  

                                                       Donald D. Comstock 
                                                              1936-1990  
 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1955           Flathead NF, MT      Lookout Fireman 

?-1987           Region One, Missoula, MT      Offset Photographer Foreman for      
Geometrics 

   
   
   
 
Biography 
Don began his Forest Service career in June 1955 as a Lookout Forman on the Flathead NF in Montana. He 
was a forestry aid, Smokejumper, Duplicating machine operator, and offset photographer. He had a long and 
distinguished career of 32 years of service as Offset Photographer Foreman for Geometrics in Region 1, 
Engineering in Missoula, MT.  



 
 

 

  

                                                                      Glen Cooper 
                                                                                1931-2012 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
~1970-2000 Pacific NW Research Station Research Scientist 
 Pacific NW Research Station Deputy Director 
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 

Glenn was born in Chicago on Aug.17,1931. He graduated from New Trier 
High School in 1949 and earned a Ph.D. from the U. of MN in 1968. Glenn 
met his future wife, Dorothy Holmes, in high school and married her in 
Portland in 1956. 
 
He served in the U.S. Army in Germany and later enjoyed a 30-year career 
as research scientist and then as Deputy Director of the Pacific NW 
Research Station of the U.S. Forest Service.  
 
Glenn was a talent ed woodworker and artist as well as an avid outdoorsmen 
and bird watcher.  
 
He is survived by his wife, Dorothy; three children and their families. 
 

  



 
 

 

  

                                                 Bill “Coop” Cooperrider 
                                                        Unknown-2013 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1950s Regions 4, 5 – and Alaska  
   
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Bill had a long career with the Forest Service, and was an active member of two retiree organizations related 
to the agency. He was also a generous supporter of the National Museum of Forest Service History. 

  



 
 

 

  

                                                                     Ernie Corrick 
                                                                               1920-2006 
 

 
 
Partner 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1951-1989 Ananconda Co./ Champion International Forester; Regional V.P. Champion, W. Coast 
   
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Ernie Corrick's sense of humor was just one of the reasons the longtime 
Missoula forester left a hole in so many lives when, on May 2, 2006 he died 
at the age of 85.  
Corrick was active in countless civic activities as a volunteer and board 
member: the Missoula Family YMCA, United Way, the University of Montana 
Excellence fund, Boy Scouts of America, the Missoula Eye Bank, the Historical 
Museum at fort Missoula - the list goes on and on.  
Growing up in Parsons, W.Va., during the Great Depression, Corrick never 
forgot the businessman who gave him $5 so he could join the YMCA.  
"His folks were dead broke and he wanted to join," his widow, Barbara, says. 
"He never forgot that man."  
When the YMCA built its new home in Missoula, Corrick chaired the building 
committee, and every year gave to the Y's Partners With Youth fund, which 
provides financial assistance for children in need to obtain a Y membership.  

"He was one of the greatest people I ever knew," says YMCA executive director Pat Dodson. “I think he served 
on about every board in the community that had anything to do with youth. We need more Ernie Corricks in this 
world."  
Corrick set out to be a medical doctor after high school, but wound up with three bachelor's degrees instead.  
So after earning a degree in biology from Davis & Elkins College, and following a four-year stint on a Coast 
Guard cutter patrolling the Aleutian Islands during World War II, Corrick returned to college. He earned another 
degree, in general sciences, from Colorado State University, then came to Missoula, where he graduated with a 
degree in forestry in 1949.  
Corrick began his career with the J. Neils Lumber Co. in Libby - Bloomgren was one of his co-workers in a 
timber camp north of town - and moved back to Missoula in 1951.  
He started with the Anaconda Co., wound up with Champion International, (working his way through the man) 
mergers over the years involving U.S. Plywood, Hoerner-Waldorf and the St. Regis Co.  
"Those mergers were tough," says Bob Lamley, who worked with Corrick. "Every time you merged you couldn't 



 

use all the people. I was more aggressive when it came to deciding who to let go and who to demote, but Ernie 
never wanted to rush it. It was a very tough time."  
As a forester, Corrick long advocated for the timber industry being a part of the solution, not the problem, when 
it came to the nation's forests.  
"He worked really hard to replenish the resource," son Steve says. "Champion planted millions of trees while 
Dad worked there."  
The last letter Corrick received before his death was from one of his former employees, who wrote, "I can't tell 
you how much you changed my life."  
Corrick, he said, had showed him how to live life on the land, caring for it, taking from it but replacing what was 
taken and "leaving a legacy for our children."  
"He was instrumental in moving forest management to selective harvesting, and being lighter on the land," says 
Gordon Sanders, who went to work for Corrick in 1972. "He was able to argue to the corporate folks that money 
spent on pre-commercial thinning would pay dividends."  
"That thinning program put a ton of kids through college," says son Steve. "Forestry has been so vilified, but the 
folks I know involved in it care enormously about the land. They're devoted to keeping it growing and green."  
Corrick seemed to know everybody - from corporate bigwigs to landowners to the names of people who worked 
the green chain at the sawmill.  
Bob Kelly of Missoula remembers being on a tour of forestlands outside Redding, Calif., when a choker setter 
came out of the woods.  
"Here we are in California, this guy comes out of the woods all greasy and sweaty, and Ernie greets this man by 
his name," Kelly says. "And then he mentions his wife by name, and asks how she's doing. And then his kids, 
by name, and asks how they are. I saw that time and time again."  
"I never figured it out, because his job wasn't the sawmill," Ottman says. "But you'd take a trip through the 
sawmill with him and he knew 95 percent of the people who worked there. He knew everybody in the mill, even 
though I thought his job was out in the trees."  
Kelly tells another story, too, one of Corrick's favorites.  
Kelly was in Corrick's office when a logging truck driver passed by in the hallway. Corrick called the man into his 
Kelly offered to leave, but Corrick said this wouldn't take but a second. Then Corrick put a stern look on his face 
and turned to the logger.  
"Dammit, that's the second truck you've wrecked in two months, and this one you put in the river," Corrick 
growled at the driver. "VIAlat the heck are you doing out there, drinking?"  
"Geeze, Ernie," the driver answered. "You don't think I'd do it if I was sober, do you?"  
It was all Corrick could do to hustle the man out of his office, so he and Kelly could bust out laughing.  
When Ernie passed away, these words remain: 
The touch of the wind on a mountain larch.  
The passing smile. The kind hand,  
And an echo inside.  
Thank you.  
Thank you, God.  
For this good life, full and finished.  
And all of the friends it touched - and still touches.  
And the laughter that still rings  
In the ears of our souls.  
Thank you.  
Thank you, God. For this life. 



 

  

                                                              Gerald J. Coutant 
                                                                       1933 -   

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1964-1974 Missoula, Montana Region 1 Branch Chief Landscape Arch 
1974-1975 Ft. Collins, Colorado State University  Staff Instructor - College of 

Natural Resources 
1975-1977 Anchorage, Alaska, Alaska Planning Team Alaskan Planning Team Member 
 
Biography 

Gerald is a native of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, 
graduating from Sault Ste. Marie High School in 1951. He 
attended Michigan College of Mining and Technology for 
two years before being drafted in the U.S. Army in 1954.  
 
Gerald graduated from the University of Michigan in 1959 
with a B.S. in Landscape Architecture. After working for 
the State of Michigan, he returned to college, graduating 
from Michigan State University in 1964 with a M.S. degree 
in Resource Development, majoring in Recreation 
Administration and Land Use Planning.  
 
In 1964 Gerald went to work for the U.S. Forest Service in 
Missoula, Montana, serving as Landscape Architect in the 
Regional Office. In 1969 he was promoted to Branch Chief 

of Landscape Architecture in the Northern Region and served until 1972. During this period he was 
instrumental in developing and training personnel in landscape management techniques and bringing the 
amenity values of forest lands into sharper focus. In 1970 Mr. Coutant received the Department of 
Agriculture's Superior Service Award for work in developing new concepts for management and 
enhancement of the scenic resource. The University of Michigan, School of Natural Resources Alumni 
Society, selected him to receive their Distinguished -Service Award for 1978.  
 
Coutant was promoted to Regional Planner in the Land Use Planning and Programming Unit of the Northern 
Region of the Forest Service. In1974 he taught at Colorado State University on loan to the College of 
Forestry and Natural Resources under the Intergovernmental Personnel Act. From 1975-1977 he was a 
planner on the Alaskan Planning Team of the Forest Service located in Anchorage, Alaska. This team was 
working on the lands proposed for National Forest in the interior of Alaska under the Native Claims 
Settlement Act.  
 
In August of 1977 Gerald was promoted to Director, Recreation Staff Unit, Southern Region Forest Service, 
in Atlanta.  This position was responsible for the coordination of the recreation, wilderness, trails, wild rivers, 
cultural resources, interpretive services, and landscape management activities on the 15 National Forests of 
the Southeastern United States. He served in this capacity until October 1982; he then became Special 
Assistant to the Director, Recreation Management, Washington Office, U.S. Forest Service. In that capacity 
he was the primary Forest Service Representative with the Appalachian Mountain Club's National Volunteer 



Project. In June of 1984 Mr. Coutant became Branch Chief for Interpretive Services in the Washington Office 
of the Forest Service where he gave leadership to matters relating to interpretation, interpretive associations 
and volunteer activities related to recreation management. This helped to bring Interpretation into the 
mainstream of resource management activities throughout the United States. 
  
He has been a lecturer and speaker at conferences, universities and symposiums on resource planning, 
environmental concerns and interpretation throughout the country. He was past president of the Pacific 
Northwest Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects and past president of the Alaska 
Chapter of that Society; he is a founding member of The National Association of Interpretation, and a 
Director of the National Society of Park Resources.  
 
Mr. Coutant retired from the U.S. Forest Service in 1993.  
 
In 2000, he received the William C. Everhart Award from Clemson University "for sustained achievements in 
Interpretation and Visitor Services that have illuminated and created insights to, and fostered and 
appreciation of our natural and cultural heritage.” 



 

  

                                                      Hallie Morse Daggett 
                                                              1878 - 1964 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1913 - 1927 Salmon River District, Klamath NF, Sawyers Bar, CA Lookout 
 
 
 
Biography 
 
Hallie Daggett was the first woman lookout in the Forest Service. 

 
The date was May 12, 1913. The place was Sawyer's 
Bar in the rugged Siskiyou Mountains of northern 
California.  The letter was addressed to Mr. W. B. 
Rider, Supervisor, Klamath Forest. The writer was Mr. 
M.H. McCarthy, Assistant Fire Ranger. His purpose in 
writing was twofold: first, to inform Mt. Rider that W.R. 
McDowell, who had served "so well" as Fire Lookout 
at Eddy's Gulch Lookout Station during the fire 
season of 1912, had declined the invitation to service 
in 1913, having found "a better paying job;" and, 
second, to review the qualifications of three new 
applicants. 

The first applicant, McCarthy's letter continued, was a 
man "whose reputation for the various cardinal virtues 
that go to make up a desirable employee of Uncle 
Sam's is not the best: It's liable to run in warm 
weather." Concluded McCarthy, "I could not 
conscientiously recommend him, even in a pinch." 

The second applicant, wrote McCarthy, was "a passably good fellow whose eyesight is reported to be not of 
the best, but who is also said to be one of the best rifle shots in the country, he having shot more holes in the 
game laws than any other man on the Salmon. For various other reasons, I should prefer to defer 
recommending this applicant until I had to." 

The third applicant is also 'no gentlemen' continued McCarthy, but has all the requisites of a first class 
Lookout. The novelty of the proposition which has been unloaded upon me, and which I am now endeavoring 
to pass up to you, may perhaps take your breath away, and I hope your heart is strong enough to stand the 
shock. It is this: One of the most untiring and enthusiastic applicants which I have for the position is Miss 
Hallie Morse Daggett, a wide-awake woman of 30 years, who knows and has traversed every trail on the 
Salmon River watershed, and is thoroughly familiar with every foot of the District. She is an ardent advocate 
of the Forest Service, and seeks the position in evident good faith, and gives her solemn assurance that she 
will stay with her post faithfully until she is recalled. 



She is absolutely devoid of the timidity that is ordinarily associated with her sex and she is not afraid of 
anything that walks, creeps, or flies. She is a perfect lady in every respect, and her qualifications for the post 
are vouched for by all who know of her aspirations.” 

Miss Daggett's application was quickly approved. McCarthy submitted the appointment papers on May 26, 
1913, recommending Miss Daggett as a "Forest Guard" at a salary of $840 per year. Hallie went to work on 
June 1, 1913, and returned each June for the four-to-seven month tour of duty for the next 15 years. 

In her first season, Hallie reported some 40 fires and was praised by Ranger McCarthy for her promptness. 
Out of that number of fires, fewer than five acres were burned, McCarthy wrote, "due entirely to the fact that 
rangers and guards had such prompt warning that suppressive efforts were put forth before the fires could 
gain an appreciable headway. Had one less faithful been in the Lookout, it might easily have been five 
thousand. The first woman guardian of the National Forests is one, big, glorious success." 

 

Written by: Rosemary Holsinger, formerly from the Cultural Resources Staff, Klamath National Forest 

Source: Forest Service, Region Five Website 
 



 
Places and/or units or projects where person served 

 

Biography 

This honor roll nomination for Ron Daman, my father-in-law, is submitted to provide a brief history of the 

early conservation role that the Forest Service played as part of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), a na-

tional program.  The CCC was initiated as an Emergency Conservation Work program to furnish train-

ing and work for unemployed young men and to advance a program of nationwide proportions for the 

conservation and building up of the country’s natural resources of timber, soil, and water.  The program 

required cooperation between the War Department (Army), Department of Labor, Department of Agri-

culture (Forest Service) and Department of Interior (Park Service).  The structure of the program was 

that the US Army provided administrative staff at camps to house, feed, organize and equip the civilian 

corps (four military officers, a commanding officer, mess officer, medical officer and an education officer, 

some camps had a military chaplain); and six to ten civilian technical personnel (personnel from US For-

est Service Ranger Districts, US Park Service or Michigan Department of Conservation) to provide pro-

jects, supervision and training,  A typical camp had 130-civilian “CCC Boys”.  

“During the period of 1848 to 1898, Michigan lumber barons cleared the land of trees, netting $4 billion dol-

lars, a billion more than came out of California during the Gold 

Rush of the same period. They stripped 19.5 million acres, none of 

which was replanted, leaving vast tracts of barren wasteland. 

Much of the land reverted to state or federal ownership as the 

lumber barons abandoned it, ignoring tax bills on the now worth-

less tracts.  The first CCC camps in Michigan were established 

in May 1933, on the Hiawatha National Forest,  in the Upper 

Peninsula just two months after President Roosevelt estab-

lished the CCC.” (Ref MI).  Second Lieutenant Ron Daman was 

assigned to six different camps doing conservation work on the 

Hiawatha National Forest during his three years of his Army 

duty. (Ref. RD) 

Date(s) Location                      Position 

1934 – 1937         Hiawatha National Forest, Region 9 Civilian Conservation Corps Camps,  

US Army Camp Mess Officer and 

Camp Commanding Officer 

 

Charles Ronald ( Ron) Daman 

  
1907 – 1995 



 “In Michigan, the "boys" performed a variety of conservation and reforestation projects. Between 1933 and 

1942, the Michigan CCC planted 485 million trees, spent 140,000 days fighting forest fires, constructed 7,000 

miles of truck trails, built 504 bridges and constructed 222 buildings.  They built 4,000 fire towers and strung 

75,000 miles of telephone wire. They built 132,000 miles of road, and diked flooding river banks. They 

worked eight-hour days and attended school at night. The program was credited with curbing juvenile delin-

quency and reducing the prison populations. It revitalized the Michigan park system, and helped to establish 

Isle Royale National Park along with improving campgrounds in Michigan's forests.  One notable 1935 pro-

ject involved the men of Camp Germfask who established the Seney National Wildlife Refuge in the Upper 

Peninsula. These recruits transformed 95,000 acres of wet-

lands and marshes into a residence for wildfowl. They 

built an elaborate system of dams, pools, and spillways 

and planted hundreds of acres of millet and wild rice to 

attract and feed the birds. Today, it is recognized as a na-

tional treasure.” (Ref. MI) 

 

Lt. Daman spent most of his tour as a Camp Mess Officer. 

The Forest Service took care of the work that they were to 

do. If they were a long ways away they carried their lunch 

out into the field, which was the usual thing.  We didn't 

have very many in camp during the day.  We mostly fed 

them with field lunches out of a mess kit.  One of the bene-

fits resulting from the CCC program, not men-

tioned in many history reports, was that camp 

food supplies and items in the camp exchange 

were purchased from local merchants.  This 

brought a large amount of income to local com-

munities that were recovering from the Great 

Depression.  (Ref. RD). 

Lt Ron and Camp Moran Staff in 1937  

Above photo: CCC Boys helped operate the Watersweet 

Nursery, Ottawa National Forest that provided the stock to 

reforest depleted forest land (below photo).                              

By 1936 there were 77 camps all over the state 

Michigan doing work on Forest Service, Park 

Service and Michigan Department of Conser-

vation lands.  Some camps were for 6 months 

and others for 12 months.  

Stream Restoration work. 



 

“At first the CCC Boys were housed in 

tents.  Eventually  permanent barracks 

were constructed  for winter housing 

and camp operations... One CCC Boy 

remembered that they had only one 

pot belly stove to warm the barracks 

with someone assigned to keep the fire 

going at night.  It was so cold that on 

some mornings, when the  Boy went 

to sleep and the fire in the stove went 

out, his boots would be frozen to the 

floor.”  ( Ref MI) 

Left photo: CCC projects also included all type of 

improvements to administrative sites and camp 

grounds.   This is a photo of the Boys laying a stone 

walk at the Ontonagon Ranger Station. 

 

 

Centered photo below: A foundation is being con-

structed for the Ranger station in Munising, MI. 

Ron often spoke fondly the lasting friendships he made and 

of his time working jointly with Ranger District personnel 

during his time with the CCCs.  One of Ron’s close friends 

from his CCCs days sang at our wedding in 1960. 

Referenced material:  

Ref. MI: These quoted statements came from WEB Site: http://

blogs.detroitnews.com/history/1997/01/21/the-civilian-conservation-

corps/.   

Ref. RD:  This material about camp life came from a high school oral his-

tory assignment our son collected from Ron in 1994. 

Photos were copied from:  DISTRICTL ANNUAL  1937.  Fort Brady CCC 

District. Civilian Conservation Corps,  6th Corps Area; and personal files. 

A log cabin built at Sidnaw, MI. 



 

  

                                                   Anthony (Tony) DeToy 
                                                          1951 – 2010 

 
 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1970 Bighorn IR Fire Crew, Bighorn NF, Greybull, WY Firefighter 
1971-1974 Black Hills NF Forestry Technician  
1974-1986 NF’s in South Dakota & Colorado Forester 
1986-1991 Black Hills NF, Mystic District District Ranger 

1991-2008 Ft. Pierre National Grassland District Ranger and FS South 
Dakota Legislative Coordinator 

 
Biography 

 
Tony grew up in Brandon, South Dakota.  At an early age he was 
able to visit the Black Hills, which started a lifelong love of the Black 
Hills of his native South Dakota and the National Forest System that 
protected them.  As a result, Tony started down the path to a career 
with the U.S. Forest Service by attending Colorado State University 
from 1969-1973, earning a 
degree in Forest 
Management from the CSU 
College of Forestry and 
Natural Resources in 1973.  
His first job with the USFS 
was as a firefighter on the 
Bighorn Interregional Fire 
Crew (now the Wyoming 
Shots) during the summer of 
1970.  In 1971 his dream 
came one step closer with a 
seasonal job on the Black 
Hills NF followed by a 
permanent appointment as a 

Forester in 1974 also on the Black Hills NF.  Tony went on to 
achieve the positions of District Ranger and USFS Liaison to the 
State of South Dakota during a long and productive career primarily 
on the National Forest and Grasslands of South Dakota. 
Tony will be remembered for a lifetime dedicated to the professional 
management of the National Forests and Grasslands of South Dakota, his passion for raising prize steers, 
and as a true gentleman.  His ready smile and the ever-present twinkle in his eye will be remembered by all 
of us who had the privilege of knowing him. 



 

  

                                                      Gary Allen Dickerson 
                                                             1952-2015 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 

1971-1974 Swartsood State Park  

1974-1975 Panhandle National Forest, Bonners Ferry Ranger 
District, Idaho Forestry Technician 

1975-1977 Siskiyou and Idaho Panhandle National Forests and 
the Coeur d’ Alene Indian Tribe Forestry Technician 

1978-1980 Fremont National Forest, Bly, Oregon Silviculturist 

1980-1988 Panhandle National Forests, Bonners Ferry Ranger 
District, Idaho Silviculturist 

1988-1994 Kootenai National Forest, Fisher Rive District Silviculturist 
1994-1998 Kootenai National Forest, Libby Ranger District Supervisory Forester 
1998-2000 Kootenai National Forest, Libby, MY Forest Silviculturist 
2000-2007 Regional Office, Northern Region, Missoula, MT Budget Coordinator 

2007-2010 Missoula, Montana Regional Office Assistant Director Forest & 
Rangeland management 

Biography 
 
Gary Allen Dickerson was born on May 11, 1952, in Newton, New Jersey and died 
April 17, 2015 in Missoula, Montana. Gary was raised in Newton and graduated from 
Pope John XXIII Regional High School in Sparta, New Jersey in 1970.  In 1970, he 
moved to Bottineau, North Dakota where he earned an associate degree of science 
in forestry. In 1973, he transferred to the University of Idaho where he earned his 
B.S. in forest resources.  
 
Gary started his career in 1971 at Swartswood State Park. He started working for the 
U.S. Forest Service in 1974 as a forestry technician on the Bonners Ferry Ranger 
District in Bonners Ferry, Idaho. Gary also worked as a forestry technician on the 
Siskiyou and Idaho Panhandle National Forests and for the Coeur D'Alene Indian 
tribe of Idaho between 1975 and 1977. He started his permanent career with the 
Forest Service on the Fremont National Forest in Bly, Ore., in 1978 as a district 
silviculturist.  

 
In 1980, he moved back to Bonners Ferry where he met his future wife and best friend, Joan. They were 
married on April 21, 1984, in Kettle Falls, Wash. They started a family in Bonners Ferry and moved to Libby, 
Montana in 1989, to work in the Kootenai National Forest.  He finished his career in the Regional Office for 
the Northern Region in Missoula, where he worked from January of 2000 until he retired in June of 2010.  
 
He enjoyed his retirement by fishing, traveling with his wife, spending time with his kids and playing with his 
grandson. He was also a volunteer at the Lee Metcalf Wildlife Refuge where he collected plant specimens for 
their herbarium.  
 



Family was everything to Gary. He had three beautiful children and was always involved in their activities 
and development. He really enjoyed the father/daughter dances; coaching and cheering them on in sports, 
fishing, bike riding, shore lunches on the lake, and watching the kids grow.  



 

  

                                                                   Nancy D. Doll 
                                                                            1944- 

 
 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1963 – 1979 Regional Office, R-9, Milwaukee, WI Clerk Typist, Chief Clerk 
1979 - 1987 Regional Office, R-10, Juneau, AK Secretary, Land Law Examiner 
1987 - 1996 Regional Office, R-5, Lake Tahoe, CA Administrative Officer 
   
 
Biography 
 

Nancy Doll has had an outstanding thirty-three year Career 
with the U.S. Forest Service, spanning three Forest Service 
regions:  Eastern, Alaska and California.  
 
Nancy began her Forest Service career in May 1963 Region 9 
Regional Office, Milwaukee, Wisconsin beginning as Clerk 
Typist to Chief Clerk in the Administrative Services, Timber 
Management and Recreation, Range and Wildlife 
Management Divisions.  
 
In September 1979 Nancy transferred to the Forest Service 
Region 10 Regional Office in Juneau, Alaska beginning as 
Secretary to the Regional Forester and concluding as Land 
Law Examiner in the Lands, Minerals and Watershed Division.  

 
In May 1987 Nancy transferred to Forest Service Region 5 in California beginning as Special Assistant to the 
Regional Forester, until she was transferred to the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit in Lake Tahoe, CA, 
August 1991 as Administrative Officer.  She also had various "details" in the Washington Office of the USFS.  
Ms. Doll retired as Administrative Officer of the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit in August of 1996 and 
lives in Franklin Wisconsin.  
 



 
 

 

  

                                                        Michael P. Dombeck 
                                                                1948-            
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1993 - USDI Land & Minerals Management 

Service 
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary 

1993 -1994 USDI Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Forest Service Washington Office 

Chief of Staff to Assistant Secretary for Lands 
and Minerals Management 

1994 -1997 USDI Bureau of Land Management (BLM)  Acting Director 
1997-2001 Forest Service Washington Office Chief 
   
   
 
Biography 
 

 Michael P. Dombeck became the 14th chief of the Forest Service on 
January 6, 1997. He was born on September 21, 1948, in Stevens Point, 
Wisconsin. 
Dombeck worked as a fishing guide in the region for 11 summers from 
1966 to 1977. He earned undergraduate and graduate degrees in 
biological sciences and education from the University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point and the University of Minnesota. He earned his doctorate in 
fisheries biology from Iowa State University and is noted for research 
contributions on muskies and lake habitat management. 
In 1993, he became the Acting/Deputy Assistant Secretary for the USDI 
Land and Minerals Management Service. He also served in 1993-1994as 
the chief of staff to Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals 
Management, Department of Interior. Dombeck was named Acting 
Director of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in February 1994. 
As new chief of the Forest Service in 1997, his primary emphasis for 

management was to repair relations with external organizations. In doing so, he introduced a new phrase 
into the Forest Service lexicon: collaborative stewardship. 



 
 

 

  

                                                                  Max H. Domer  
                                                                           Unknown-2013                                  
 

              
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
mid-1970s LaPorte Ranger District, Plumas N.F., CA Resource Forester 
   
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Max was described by a fellow Resource Forester in this way: “Max was a  no-nonsense forester with a long 
Forest Service career. He was honest, dependable and an all-around good guy.” 
Max and his wife lived in the Challenge, California area. 



 

  

                                                                       Warren T. Doolittle 
                                                                       1921-2013 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1946 - 1957 Southeastern Forest Experiment Station, 

Asheville, NC Research Scientist, Silviculture and Soils 

1957 - 1959 Washington Office, Timber Management 
Research Division Research Staff for Silviculture 

1959 - 1970 Northeastern Forest Experiment Station, 
Upper Darby, PA 

Assistant Director timber wildlife, water, 
recreation, surface mine reclamation, 
engineering, and urban forestry 

1970 - 1974 Northeastern Forest Experiment Station, 
Upper Darby, PA Director 

1974 - 1975 Washington Office, Timber Management 
Research Division Director 

1975 - 1980 Washington Office,  Associate Deputy Chief for Research 
 
 
Biography 

Dr. Warren T. Doolittle, age 91, passed away on Wednesday, March 20, 2013 
at Prince William Hospital, Manassas, VA. He was born in Webster City, IA 
July 24, 1921, son of Ed and Rhoda Leone Doolittle. He is survived by his wife 
of 70 years, Jane Anne (Beddow) Doolittle, daughter Linda Bushar, son-in-law 
Thomas Bushar, son Randolph Doolittle, daughter-in-law LaRae Doolittle, son 
Steven Eric Doolittle and daughter-in-law Vicki Doolittle. He is also survived by 
three granddaughters, one grandson, two great granddaughters and two great 
grandsons. 
 
Warren was a veteran of both WWII and the Korean War. Serving with 
distinction, he received the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with 
three oak leaf clusters, the European Theater of Operations with 5 Bronze 
Stars and the Korean Service Medal. He was a navigator trained in radar both 
for navigation and bombing, completing 29 missions in Europe and 17 
missions in Korea. His planes were shot down several times but the crews 
survived as a result of heroic actions. During and after his military 
service Warren earned degrees from three Universities – Iowa State, Duke 
and finishing with a PhD in Forestry from Yale.  
 

His professional career with the US Forest Service was distinguished as well, serving as Director of 
Research for the Northeastern United States and retiring as Associate Deputy Chief for Research after 38 
years of service. After retirement Warren remained active, serving as president of the Society of American 
Foresters in 1986 and fifteen years as president of the International Society of Tropical Foresters. In 
1990 Warren received the Duke University Charles W. Ralston Award for Distinguished Alumni and in 2005 
he received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from Yale University.  
 
 



Robert D. Doty 
1937 -  

Forest Service Employee 

Places, units or projects where served 

Dates Location  Positions 

1961-1964 Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, USDA For-
est Service, Priest River Experimental Forest, Priest River, Idaho 

Part-time tech 

1964-1973 Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, USDA For-
est Service, Research Laboratory, Logan, Utah 

Research Hydrologist 

1973-1977 Klamath National Forest, Region 5, USDA Forest Service, Super-
visors Office, Yreka, California 

Forest Hydrologist 

1977- 1981 Pacific Southwest Forest and Range Experiment Station, USDA 
Forest Service,  Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry, Honolulu, 
Hawaii 

Research Hydrologist 

1981-1993 Watershed Management Division, Pacific Southwest Region-5, 
USDA Forest Service, San Francisco, California 

Hydrologist and  

Regional Air Resource Specialist 

Robert (Bob) D. Doty was born on July 20, 1937 in Colfax, Washington.  Bob graduated from 

Colfax High School in 1955.  After serving four years in the U.S. Air Force, he attended the Uni-

versity of Idaho, 1960 to 1965, where he received a BS degree in Forest Management.  While 

there he worked for the U. S. Forest service for 2 summers and 6 months after graduation at 

the Priest River Experimental Forest.  In 1967, while employed at the Forest Service Lab in Lo-

gan, Utah, he attended Utah State University and graduated in 1970 with a Master of Science 

Degree in Watershed Science.  His masters thesis was based on work done for the Forest Ser-

vice (see list under unpublished contributions). 

Bob started his full time Forest Service Career in 1963 with the Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station 

while a student at the University of Idaho as a research aid at the Priest River Experimental Forest.  Upon graduation 

he continued at the Forest as acting superintendent when the superintendent’s national guard unit was activated.  At 

the Forest he assisted research scientists from the Moscow, Idaho lab in silvicultural research, measuring long term 

plots throughout northern Idaho.  He also assisted  scientists from the Missoula lab in fire management research, 

testing fuel loading and developing the fuel moisture sticks which are still used today.  He also published his first re-

search paper on snow loads on roofs (1). 

In 1964 he transferred to the Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, Logan, Utah Lab, as a Research Hy-

drologist.  His work while at Logan included research on soil water infiltration, effects of contour trenching on water 

yield and water quality, and various aspects of snow distribution due to contour trenches and management of the 

high elevation aspen forests (list of publications attached).  One sidelight, while there, he designed a water sampler 

which drew interest worldwide.  As a federal employee he was not able to patent it and a few months after publishing 

his paper on the design (6),  three companies began marketing a similar design.  Most of Bob’s research was conduct-

ed on the Davis County Experimental Watershed which gained world-wide fame for the pioneering work in the early 

1900s.  As a result he was called upon to conduct tours for visiting scientist from such places as India, France, and Aus-

tralia. 
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In 1973 Bob transferred to the Klamath National Forest, Region 5, in northern California.  The Clean Water Act of 

1972, addressed the control of nonpoint source water pollution caused by storm water runoff from timber har-

vesting, reforestation, and roads, among other land uses.  In response to this legislation, the Forest Service began 

placing hydrologists on National Forests and Ranger Districts to provide professional advice for modifying forest 

management practices to reduce and/or prevent soil erosion and sediment from National Forests caused by storm 

runoff.  Bob was the first Forest Hydrologist on the Klamath Forest.  There he had to integrate land use practices to 

reduce nonpoint source pollution into a very active timber management program.  He worked with foresters and 

engineers on the ground in reviews of timber harvest and road building plans and provided advice on the redesign of 

these land uses to meet the goals of reducing nonpoint sources of water pollution.  As additional hydrologist where 

hired on Ranger Districts he provided training and technical assistance to them.   He received a service award, from 

the Klamath Forest Supervisor, for his participation in developing one of the first Interdisciplinary Environmental 

Analysis for timbers sale in Region 5.  He also organized and conducted one of the first nation wide Forest Service  

Hydrologist conferences while on the Klamath. 

In 1977 Bob transferred back into Forest Service Research working at the Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry, Honolu-

lu, Hawaii, a field station of the Pacific Southwest Forest and Range Experiment Station.  While there he conducted 

research into the effects of the native Ohia forest decline on the water resources (list of pubs attached).  Much of 

the research was conducted on the Big Island, upslope from Hilo.  Conducting research on lava flows in a 100+ inch 

precipitation tropical climate was a challenge where streamflow can go from minimum flows to record peak flows in 

a matter of hours.  It also involved developing special sampling techniques not widely used in the continental United 

States.  Work was closely coordinated with the Hawaii State Forestry Department and the University of Hawaii.  Bob 

received commendations from the National Forest Deputy Chief for work on the Pacific Islands Resources Assess-

ment on Guam and other islands; the Hawaii Department of Health for work on Section 208 Nonpoint Source water 

pollution management; and the Hawaii Department of Health for chairing an Annual Forestry Conference. 

In 1981, Bob transfer to the Pacific Southwest Regional Office, Watershed Management Division, in San Francisco.  

His first assignment was to join an interdisciplinary group conducting an assessment of high hazard potential building 

sites that had potential for causing nonpoint source water pollution to Lake Tahoe in the Tahoe Basin watershed.  

The work was done under extreme pressure from land development interests.  Once completed the results were 

turned over to the Tahoe Basin Management Agency for their action.   

In 1983, Bob began a two year Federal/State Interdepartmental Program Assignment with the California Department 

of Forestry.  He was the only hydrologist employed by the State Department of Forestry at that time and was  a Cer-

tified Erosion and Sediment Control Specialist. There he assisted the State in implementing their Forest Practices Act.  

He developed erosion control guidelines and a stream classification handbook.   He preformed office reviews of 

over1,000 Timber Harvest Plans which resulted in many field review on the more critical plans.  He served as an ex-

pert witness on timber plans that resulted in litigation with the Department winning all cases he testified on.  Bob 

received commendations from the California Department of Forestry, Ranger Unit, for work on timber harvest plan 

reviews and the California Department of Forestry for work done while on the IPA assignment. 

In 1985 the Forest Service entered  into and agreement with the Environmental Protection Agency on a national pro-

gram to sample high elevation lakes for water quality related to potential air pollution.  Bob served as the Regional 

coordinator for the Forest Service participation in Region 5.  He organized and coordinated several teams from 

different National Forests that collected samples from lakes in National Forest Wilderness Areas that are not accessi-

ble by helicopters.  Samples had to be kept at lake temperatures, carried out by backpack and mule pack trains with-

in limited time frames and delivered to EPA labs for analysis.   Collection had to be done just before the onset of win-

ter weather.  Samples were safely and  successfully collected and proved to be comparable to samples collect by EPA 

by helicopter in non-wilderness areas.  Bob received commendations from the EPA Administrator of the Carson City, 

Nevada headquarters of the  Western Lakes Survey; Merit Awards for work on the Western Lake Survey from the 

Chief of the Forest Service and the Region 5 Regional Forester; and the Western Lakes Survey Project Leader for his 

leadership and management skills. 
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Following that assignment Bob was assigned the job of Regional Air Resource Specialist in 1986. The Clean Air Act 

sets standards for air quality to protect public health and welfare. The Forest Service must ensure that its activi-

ties, or activities it permits, comply with these national standards and any State and local requirements for air pol-

lution control.  States develop State Implementation Plans to set standards for implementing the requirements of 

the Clean Air Act.  Thus, this required coordination with State and local governments in meeting air quality stand-

ards. The Clean Air Act also charges the U. S. Forest Service as a Federal Land Manager of Class I areas to protect 

air quality related values in the Wilderness Areas.  Protection of Class I lands is specifically enabled through Pre-

vention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) provisions of the Clean Air Act.  State legislation and PSD regulations de-

termine how the air quality regulatory process is actually conducted state by state.   Since the act put new require-

ments on the Forest Service, Bob assisted the Washington Office in the development of procedural and analyses 

guidelines published in the FSH 2509.19 used in Forest Plans and Ranger District project planning.   He conducted 

training sessions for National Forest personnel.  He established a working relationship with the State Air Resources 

Board and coordinated with their staff to keep informed on new rules and regulations that potentially affected the 

National Forests programs.  He also worked with the Air Board’s research staff and scientists from the Pacific 

Southwest Forest and Range Experiment Station to establish an ozone monitoring program on selected National 

Forests.  Bob coordinated  a report prepared by Forest Service research scientists, requested by Congress,  on po-

tential ozone damage in the National Forests in the Sierra Mountain Range.  Lichens were found to be a good indi-

cation of air quality condition and a monitoring program was established using a monitoring instrumentation pro-

tocol developed by Bob.   

Bob received a number of Merit Awards and letters of recognition or appreciation related to his role as Regional 

Air Resources Specialist, listed below: 

1987-Letter from Associate Deputy Chief for work on developing the new FSH 2509.19.  Merit Awards from the 

Regional Forester, Region 5, for work on Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation and from the Assist Regional 

Forester, Range and Watershed Management, for planning, and presenting a Regional Riparian Management 

Workshop. 

1988-Letters from the Assist Regional Forester, Timber Management, for presentation at Regional Silviculturalist 

Workshop, and from So. Calif. Soc of Am Foresters for presentation at SAF Seminar on prescribed fire.  This 

was also recognized by Regional Forester in a cover memo. 

1991-Letters from California Air Pollution Control Officers Association for participation in the development of a 

state coordination group, from the Tahoe Forest Supervisor for a presentation at a Timber Management 

Workshop and from the Regional Recreation Staff Director for participation at a Regional Wilderness Work-

shop.  

1992-Letters from the Regional Recreation Program Director for presentations and support at Recreation Acade-

my, and the Directors of Engineering and Recreation Management for contributions to Recreation/Facilities 

Academy. 

Bob retired in 1993 and moved to Railroad Flat, California, in 

the Sierra Nevada Mountains gold rush foothills, where  he 

pursued his lifelong woodworking hobby.  At first he concen-

trated on building wood toys to sell at craft fairs, but eventu-

ally got into restoring vintage horse drawn buggies and wag-

ons.  His latest creation, pictured here, is a freight wagon in 

which he built the body from scratch in the historic style.  For 

several years he volunteered with the local fire district as a 

first responder and two years as a member of the fire district 

board of directors.  While a director he oversaw the combin-

ing of the two adjoining district to improve local response to 

fires and medical emergencies.  Bob also served on the Coun-

ty Grand Jury, from which he received a letter of appreciation 

from the Superior Court of Calaveras County. 

https://www.fs.fed.us/air/technical/class_1/alpha.php
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Following is a listing of Bob’s professional publications: 

1. Doty, R. D. & G. H. Deitschmann, 1966. Snow loads on roofs in areas of heavy snowfall., USDA Forest Service, 

Research Note INT-43, 4pp. ills. 

2.  Doty, R. D. & R. S. Johnston, 1967. A heating system for stream gaging stations.  Jo. Soil & Water Conservation. 

32(6): 251-252. 

3. Doty, R. D. & R. S. Johnston, 1969. A comparison of gravimetric measurements and mass transfer computations 

of snow evaporation beneath selected vegetation canopies.  Proc. Western Snow Conference. Pgs. 57-62. 

4. Johnston, R. S. , R. K. Tew,  R. D. Doty,  1969. Soil moisture depletion and estimated evapotranspiration from 

several plant communities on Utah mountain watersheds. USDA Forest Service, Research Paper INT-67. 13 pp.  

5.  Doty, R. D.  1970.  Influence of contour trenching on snow accumulation.  Jo. Soil & Water Conservation. 25(3): 

102-103. 

6. Doty, R. D.  1970.  An automatic bottle water sampler.  Water Resources Research, 6(6): 1787-1788. 

7. Doty, R. D.  1971.  Contour  trenching effects on streamflow from a Utah watershed. USDA, Forest Service, Re-

search Paper INT-95. 19 pp. 

8. Doty, R. D.  1972.  Soil water distribution on a contour trenched area.  USDA, Forest Service, Research Note INT-

163.  6 pp. 

9. Johnston, R. S. & R.D. Doty,  1972.  Description an d hydrologic analysis of two small watersheds in Utah’s Wa-

satch Mountains.  USDA, Forest Service, Research Paper INT-127.  54 pp. ills. 

10. Doty, R. D.  1971.  Hydrology.  McGraw-Hill, Yearbook of Science and Technology.  Pp 236-238. 

11. Doty, R.D.  1980.  Ground water conditions in the Ohia Rain Forest near Hilo.  Proc. 3rd Conference  in National 

Sciences Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, Hawaii,  Jun 4-8, 1980. pgs 101-112. 

12. Doty, R. D. , H. B.  Wood, and R. A. Merriam.  1981.  Suspended sediment production from forested and agricul-

tural watersheds in Oahu, Hawaii.  Water Resources Bulletin, Vol 17(4): 399-405. 

13. Doty, R.D. 1983. Streamflow conditions in relationship to the Ohia forest decline on the island of Hawaii.  Water 

Resources Bulletin.  Vol. 19(3) : 217-221. 

14.  Doty, R.D. 1983. Annual precipitation on the Island of Hawaii between 1890 and 1977.  Pacific Science. Vol. 36

(4) : 421-425. 

15. Hodges, C. S., K.T., J.D. Stein,  H. B. Wood, & R.D. Doty. 1986. Decline of Ohia (Metrosideros Polymorpha) in Ha-

waii: a review.  USDA Forest Service, Gen. Tech. Rep.  PSW-86. 22 pp. 

16.  Leven, A. A., J.R. Rector, & R. D. Doty, 1986.  Water Quality protection on National Forest Lands in California.  

Proc. California Watershed Management Conference. Nov 18-20, 1986, West Sacramento, Calif.  

 

Unpublished Contributions: 

1968.  Development and testing of abiotic means of improving water yields.  USDA, Forest  Service Problem 

Analysis.  38 pp. 

1970.   Hydrologic effects of contour trenching on some aspects of streamflow from a pair of watersheds in 

Utah.  Masters Theses, Utah State University, 70 pp. 

1972.   Contribution to Grassland Biom Workshop on development of processes models, Water and Heat sub-

systems, Ft. Collins, Colorado. 

1983.   Guidebook to Board of Forestry Watercourse and Lake Protection Rules, Calif.,  Dept of Forestry, 90 pp, illus. 

1983.   Suggested culvert sizing procedures for 50-year storms,  California Dept of Forestry, 31 pp. 

1984.   Precipitation intensity Maps of California, California.  Dept of Forestry, 8 maps. 

1985.   Regional Air Resources Management Plan, USDA Forest Service, Region 5, 31 pp. Draft. 

 

 

 



 

  

                                                John Drake 
                                                       1941 - 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1962-1965                                 Gila N.F., Santa Fe N.F. Various  
1965                                 Santa Fe N.F., Pecos RD Assistant Ranger 
1967                                 Carson N.F., Canjilon RD District Ranger 
1972-75                                 Santa Fe N.F. Staff Officer, Range Management 
1975-77                                 Mississippi National Forests  Supervisor 
1977-80                                 Washington, D.C. Legislative Affairs, RPA planning 
1980-84                                 Gallatin N.F.  Forest Supervisor 
1984-1997                                 Region 1, Missoula, MT. Recreation, Wilderness- Regional 

Director  
   
 
Biography 

 
John Drake was born 1941, raised in Silver City, NM; He attended Cobre in 
Silver City, and graduated from the New Mexico Military Institute in Roswell, 
NM in 1958-59. John attended and graduated from Northern Arizona 
University in 1964 with a forestry degree.  Later in his career he received a 
graduate degree in public/natural resource administration from Michigan State 
University. 
 
John joined the Forest Service in 1964 and was assigned to the Silver City 
NM Ranger District as a forester.  His next assignment was on the Pecos NM 
Ranger District where he was promoted to Assistant District Ranger.  In 1967 
he was again promoted to District Ranger on the Canjilon District, NM.  
 
Canjilon was a very small town in 1969 when members of the Alliance of Free 
City States threatened violence before their planned 4-day conference.  

Earlier in 1968, Forest Service signs and a campground between Abiquiu and Tierra Amarilla were damaged 
and destroyed.  John photographed damage with assistant John Hayden.  In June 1969, John Drake and 
Coyote District Ranger Bill Edwards moved their families to Santa Fe NF.  Ranger Edwards said he decided 
to move his wife and two children to Santa Fe when he heard threats and rumors that some persons were 
“going to come to the ranger station and get the ranger.”  A barn belonging to Drake’s assistant, Rosinaldo 
Martinez, had been burned to the ground June 3.  Reies Lopez Tijerina, his wife and six others were arrested 
for burning a Forest Service sign.  Tijerina was activist who led a struggle in the 1960s and 1970s to restore 
New Mexican land grants to the descendants of their Spanish colonial and Mexican owners. 
 
Moving to the Santa Fe National Forest Supervisors office, John was responsible as the Range Staff Officer 
for the Forest grazing program.  One project was removing juniper and pinon trees on Rowe Mesa to 
improve grazing conditions. The goal was to improve grazing conditions for 630 head of cattle.  As acting 
Forest Supervisor, he signed a legal notice for the impounding unbranded (5 horses and 2 cows) livestock. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_grant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico


His next assignment, Deputy Forest Supervisor for the National Forests of Mississippi provided experience 
with southern forestry, and following that the Washington Office Legislative Affairs staff provided experience 
at the National level. 
 
In May 1980 he was appointed to the position of Forest Supervisor, Gallatin National Forest, MT.  Located 
adjacent to Yellowstone National Park, the Gallatin had an important Grizzly Bear population and habitat, 
high wilderness and recreation use and other challenges in multiple use management of public lands.   
Maintaining public support was always important.  John was able to develop good public relations.  A good 
example was the relationship he developed with George Ohrstrom, Jr., owner of the Silver Tip Ranch, which 
is located inside the Absaroka -Beartooth Wilderness.  The result was that George Ohrstrom agreed to 
donate a 640-acre conservation easement to the Forest Service that foreclosed development of a wilderness 
airstrip in Frenchy Meadow and the Forest Service agreed to re-route a trail through the ranch.  The 
Ohrstrom’s appreciated the Forest Service effort to successfully save the ranch building during the large fires 
of 1988.   
 
During the John’s time on the Gallatin, he obtained 40 of the 48 National Forest public access needs 
identified in the Forest Plan through purchase or land exchange.  A land exchange proposed for 20 years 
that would allow the Town of West Yellowstone to double in size was approved.  The Land exchange was 
needed because the town was totally surround by the National Park or National Forest lands.  
 
During his time on the Gallatin, John participated in an executive training program hosted by the Disney 
Corporation in Orlando Florida.   
 
In 1984 John moved to Missoula to become the Regional Director of Recreation, Wilderness, Lands and 
Minerals for the Northern Region.  Because of the importance of Wilderness in the Region, John advocated 
for the hiring for first time, two wilderness specialists that would provide more direction and consistent 
management policy for Wilderness areas in Region 1.  Mineral issues like the nationally visible Crown Butte’s 
New World Project required much time working within political constraints.  President Clinton in 1996 signed 
an ordering halting development and directed the Forest Service to find lands that could be traded in 
exchange the Crown Butte lands.  
 
After retirement in 1998, John was an active volunteer with Habitat for Humanity helping build homes for 
families in needs.  John worked many hours in 1998 building a Habitat house for his daughter Cheryl and 3-
year old grandson.    
 
In 2002 John became a Board member of the National Museum of Forest Service History.  He continues as 
a Board member in 2019.  For most of this time he was a member of the Board’s Executive Committee.  
John is a strong believer of the importance of preserving and telling the history of the Forest Service and 
conservation.  Because of John’s past relationship with George L. Ohrstrom Jr. while he was the Gallatin 
Supervisor, the Museum was able to obtain several significant grants from the Ohrstrom Foundation.   In 
2016 he presented the Museum’s “Ranger Bronze” to the Ohrstrom family at the Silver Tip Ranch. The 
bronze recognizes the Ohrstrom family’s long-term association with the Gallatin National Forest and the 
National Museum of Forest Service History.   
 
On the personal side, John married Peggy Drake in 1961 in Santa Rita, N. M. Throughout their lives, John's 
work assignments with the Forest Service took them to many locations throughout the U. S., described 
above. Santa Fe was the birth place of their first two children, Sandra and Cheryl both of Missoula, MT. 
Cheryl still plays an active role next to her Dad's side with their family business ventures, Habitat for 
Humanity and most recently his dream with the National Museum of Forest Service History.  
 
Jackson, Mississippi was the birthplace of their two youngest children John Jr. and Brandi, of Missoula and 
Billings.  John and his family moved to Bozeman, Montana and in 1984 settled in Missoula, MT. John, Peggy 
and their family flourished in the Missoula community, becoming involved in many local events.  
Unfortunately, John's family lost Peggy in September of 2008. After years of healing, they were blessed in 
June of 2013 with the marriage of John and Judi Drake. Judi has been a beautiful blessing to the Drake 
Family and she is dearly loved. Scott is John's only grandson and he is now 24 years-old and currently 



serving aboard the USS Illinois Virginia Class Submarine based out of Hawaii. John’s grandson sent a 
message from the Pacific: "My hard work ethic and dedication comes from my grandad and my adopted 
granddad's in the Forest Service. I love you Grandad. While we're out here having to go through really hard 
times, I always remember my other grandfather, Ray Karr’s submarine stories. Both foresters and both have 
given me my lessons to live by.” 
 
As a family, the Drakes ALWAYS knew the importance of team work, hard work, that Forest service was 
Family. That a person ALWAYS puts their best foot forward, even when that's not what's presented to you. 
The Forest Service was always such an integral part of John; thus it was our family. John lived and breathed 
it. 
 
 



 
 

 

  

                                                           William T. Dresser 
                                                                    1920-2005 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1946-1964 Various Forest Service locations Various Forest Service positions 
1964-1980 Angeles NF, CA Supervisor 
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

William graduated from S. Pasadena H.S and received a B.S in 
Forestry from UC Berkeley in 1942. Commissioned an ensign in the 
Naval Reserve in November 1942, he served aboard the destroyer 
USS Flusser during campaigns in the South Pacific. 
Following the end of the war he began his long career with the U.S. 
Forest Service ending his service in 1980 as Supervisor of the 
Angeles National Forest, with headquarters in Pasadena, CA. He 
dealt with complex relationships with a large urban population: the 
city, various congressmen and women, large organizations, as well as 
fire, floods and earthquakes. There was never a quiet year on the 
Angeles NF.  
In recognition of his contributions to the Forest Service, Dresser Peak 
in the Angeles NF was named in his honor. 
His wife of 58 years, the former Dorothy Heiss, predeceased him in 
2000. He is survived by his sons, William Donald, Charles, and 
Richard; nine grandchildren; and his brothers, John and Duane. 



 

  

                                         Wilfred W. (Wally) Dresskell 
                                               1913-1965 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1954 Washington, D.C. Assistant Director, Range Management 
1950-1953 Bridger National Forest, Ogden, UT Forest Supervisor 
1947-1949 Ogden, Utah Regional Office Staff 
1945-1946 Boise National Forest Supervisor Staff, Range-Wildlife Watershed 
1944-1945 Boise National Forest Ranger 
1941-1943 Minidoka National Forest Supervisor Staff 
1937-1940 Deerlodge National Forest Ranger 
1936-1937 Deerlodge National Forest Junior Forester 
1930-1936 Various National Forests Guard and Technician 
 
 
Biography 
 
Wilfred W. (Wally) Dresskell entered the Forest Service immediately after graduating from Montana State 
University with a Bachelor of Science degree in forestry in 1936. 
 
Mr. Dresskell’s lengthy service touched nearly every phase of forestry, range and wildlife management.  His 
34 year of service with the Forest Service required close cooperative efforts with numerous State and 
Federal agencies, together with various State and Regional livestock, sportsmen and recreation 
associations.   
 
Mr. Dresskell’s government experience spanned more than three decades.  From 1955 until his appointment 
with the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, he was assistant Regional Forester with the Forest Service of the 
Department of Agriculture, with headquarters at Missoula, Montana.  During one year of that time he was 
acting Regional Forester.  



 

  

                                                   Victor (Vic) G. Dupuis 
                                                          1949 – 1998 
 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee  

 
Places, units or projects served 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1975 - 1976 Missoula District, Lolo NF, Missoula MT Firefighter 
1976 - 1987 Flathead Agency, Pablo MT, Bureau of 

Indian Affairs 
Forester / Silviculturist 

1987 - 1998 Missoula District, Lolo NF  Silviculturist 
 
Biography 
 

Mr. Dupuis graduated from Missoula's Hellgate High School in 1967.  He 
received a Bachelor of Science Degree in 1976 from the School of 
Forestry, University of Montana.  He also attended graduate school at 
Washington State and the Univ. of Idaho for his advance silvicultural 
training.   
 
Mr. Dupuis was the Missoula District Silviculturist.  He also provided 
silviculturist support for the Seeley Lake District during the late 1990s.  
Vic was a highly skilled silviculturist with an outstanding ability to 
communicate with the public the biological basis and need of his 

prescriptions.  Vic was instrumental in gaining public acceptance of the Northside side (Grant and Butler 
Creek) and Pattee-Blue projects.  Both projects involved thinning and applying prescribed fire to the forested 
areas adjacent to Missoula rural residential areas.  He worked seasonally on the Missoula District fire crew 
while attending the University of Montana, School of Forestry.   
 
He served in the United States Navy as a Petty Officer 2nd Class (E-5), from July 1969 until June 1973.  He 
was an electronics specialist assigned to an electronics warfare squadron (A-6's) stationed at Whidbey 
Island Washington and deployed twice to the 7th Fleet on the USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) and another aircraft 
carrier to waters off Vietnam.  
 
Vic was married to Wendy and their children are Ana and Lucas.  Vic was a member of the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribe. 

 



 
 

 

  

                                                         Donald M. Durland 
                                                                 1926-2006                              
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
Unknown Darby Ranger District, Bitterroot NF, MT Smokejumper 
Unknown St. Regis Ranger District, Couer d’Alene 

National Forest, ID 
Junior Forester 

Unknown Ketchikan and Juneau, AK  
Unknown Deer Lodge NF, MT Timber Staff Officer 
   
   
 
Biography 
 

 Don was born in the Bitterroot Valley, Montana around 1926. He started his Forest Service career on the 
Darby Ranger District, Bitterroot National Forest. He was a smokejumper until he was injured in a jump. 
Don graduated from the University of Montana (Montana State University at the time), and started as a 
Junior Forester on the St. Regis Ranger District, Coeur d’Alene National Forest in Idaho. 
He went to Alaska and served at several locations including Ketchikan and Juneau. 
From Alaska he was transferred to Butte, MT where he was the Timber Staff Officer on the Deer Lodge 
National Forest. 
Don retired from Butte to a small ranch near St. Regis, Montana. 
 
 



 

  

                                                                     Joseph B. Ely 
                                                                              1911- 2006 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1948 – 1970s Mendocino National Forest Fire & Lands Staff Officer 
   
   
 
Biography 

 
Joseph (Joe) B. Ely came to the Mendocino National Forest in northern 
California in the winter of 1948 – 1949.  He retired from the Mendocino in the 
1970s.  Joe was the instigator of the idea to use crop duster aircraft for 
wildland firefighting.  He involved the Nolta brothers of Willows, California in 
the fall of 1954. In the spring of 1955 they tried a trap door in the planes tank.  
They experimented with water drops on the airport and this proved efficient. 
 
The Stearman and N3N airplanes could carry 150 - 180 gallons of liquid, 
depending on the temperature.  The first successful drops of water were on 
two fires of August 5, 1955 on the Mendocino National Forest.  Later in the 
fall seven local companies had adapted their planes and were used on the 
Cleveland National Forest, proving their successful use. 



 

  

                                                         John L. Emerson Sr. 
                                                                1902-1982 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1935-1941 Plains Shelterbelt Project, Lincoln Nebraska Unit Director 
1941-1942 Plains Shelterbelt Project, Lincoln Nebraska. State Director 
1942--1943 Guayule Emergency Rubber Project, Salinas, California Chief of Nurseries' 
1943-1944 Guayule Emergency Rubber Project, Los Angeles, CA Inspector 
1944-1946 Falls District Kaniksu National Forest, Priest River, ID District Ranger 
1946-1948 Flathead National Forest Kalispell, MT Assistant Forest Supervisor 
1948-1951 St. Joe National Forest, St. Maries ID  Forest Supervisor 
1951-1951 Watershed Management, Northern Region, Missoula, MT Branch Chief 
1951-1953 Columbia River Basin Portland, Oregon USDA Representative  
1953-1962 Alaska Regional Office, Juneau, AK Assistant Regional Forester 
 
Biography 
 

John was born on October 11, 1902 at Sisseton, South Dakota and died August 
18, 1982 at Port Angeles, Washington. John graduated from the University of 
Montana, Missoula, MT in 1928 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Forestry.  
 
John began his Forest Service career July 1, 1935 and retired in 1962.  During 
his Forest Service career he was fortunate to have many varied assignments 
including the Shelterbelt Project Nebraska,  
 
From 1935 until 1942 John was assigned to the Great Plains Prairie Shelterbelt 
Project, a project to create windbreaks in the Great Plains states of the United 
States that began in 1934. President Franklin D. Roosevelt initiated the project 
in response to the severe dust storms of the Dust Bowl, which resulted in 
significant soil erosion and drought. The United States Forest Service believed 
that planting trees on the perimeters of farms would reduce wind velocity and 

lessen evaporation of moisture from the soil. By 1942, 220 million trees had been planted, stretching out 
18,600 miles in a 100-mile-wide zone from Canada to the Brazos River. Even as of 2007, the federal 
response to the Dust Bowl, including the Great Plains Prairie Shelterbelt Project and creation of the Soil 
Erosion Service, represents the largest and most-focused effort of the U.S. government to address an 
environmental problem. 
 
In 1942 John transferred to the Guayule Emergency Rubber Project, at Salinas, California as Chief of 
Nurseries.  In January 1943 he transferred to Los Angeles, California as an Inspector.  The project was 
started with 32,000 acres at 13 sites in three states. This project was cancelled with the end of the war and 
the renewed availability of rubber from Southeast Asia.  Government invested $37 million to support the 
Emergency Rubber Project.  The Forest Service administered the project. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windbreak
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Plains
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_D._Roosevelt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dust_storm
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soil
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drought
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Forest_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wind
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazos_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_Resources_Conservation_Service
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John last assignment was Alaska. In 1953 he was promoted and transferred as Assistant Regional Forester 
to Region 10, Juneau, Alaska.  He was in charge of all functions for the region except timber and 
engineering until his retirement from the Forest Service in 1962 
 
John and his wife following his retirement moved and had a home constructed in Port Angeles, WA where 
he lived until his death in 1982. 
 



 

  

                                                          John L. Emerson Jr. 
                                                                  1927- 
 

 

 

 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1943-1944 Los Padres NF, Pozo, CA Presuppression fire crew 

1944-1945 Priest Lake District Kaniksu National Forest, Priest 
Lake, ID Lookout Fireman 

1945-1946 U.S. Navy  Seaman & Yeoman 
1946-1947 Swan Lake District Flathead NF, Big Fork, MT Timber Marker and Scaler 

1947-1951 Big Prairie District Flathead NF. Kalispell, MT Headquarters Guard, Fire 
Dispatcher 

1951-1953 Magruder District, Bitterroot NF, Hamilton, MT Alternate Ranger  
1953-1957 Slate Creek District, Nez Perce NF, Grangeville, ID   Timber Assistant 
1953-1957 Nez Perce NF Supervisors office, Grangeville, ID Forest Fire Dispatcher 

1953-1957 Castle Creek District, Nez Perce NF, Grangeville, ID Forest Timber Cruiser , Asst. 
Ranger 

1957-1958 St. Regis District, Lolo NF, St. Regis, MT District Ranger 

1958-1960 District Ranger, Kingston District, Coeur d'Alene NF, 
Kingston, ID  District Ranger 

1960-1966 Kootenai National Forest, Libby, MT Timber Staff Officer 
1966-1790 Tahoe National Forest, Nevada City, CA Deputy Forest Supervisor 
1970-1977 Salmon National Forest, Salmon, ID Forest Supervisor 
1977-1984 Flathead National Forest, Kalispell, MT Forest Supervisor 
 
Biography 
 

John attended and graduated from the University of Montana with a Bachelor 
Degree in Forest Management 1951.  
 
His first position with U.S. Forest Service was as a temporary seasonal 
employee on a Pre-Suppression Fire crew at Pozo, California on the Los 
Padres National Forest.  The following year John was a Lookout Fireman on 
Priest Lake District, Kaniksu National Forest.  He then spent the next year in 
the U.S. Navy as a Seaman & Yeoman.   
 
After the Navy John was a Timber Marker and Scaler on Swan Lake District, 
Flathead National Forest, Head Quarters Guard, Fire Dispatcher Big Prairie 
District, Flathead National Forest.  In 1981 he became an alternate Ranger in 

the Magruder District, Bitterroot National Forest which was a permanent full time position. In 1953 John 
became a Timber Assistant in the Slate Creek District, Forest Fire Dispatcher Forest Supervisors office, 
Forest Timber Cruiser and Assistant Ranger Castle Creek District, Nezperce National Forest.   
 



In 1957 he was promoted to District Ranger of the St. Regis District, Lolo National Forest administered by 
the Coeur d' Alene National Forest. John soon moved in 1958 to District Ranger of the Kingston District, 
Coeur d' Alene National Forest.   
 
In 1960 he moved Kootenai National Forest in Libby as the Timber Staff Officer.   
 
In 1966 he transferred to the position of Deputy Forest Supervisor in Tahoe National Forest.  Then in 1970 
became Forest Supervisor of the Salmon National Forest and then in 1977 Forest Supervisor of the Flathead 
National Forest in Kalispell, MT.   
 
John retired from the Forest Service on February 20, 1984. 
 



 

  

                                                                 Donald W. Eng 
                                                                          1929-2010 

 
 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
 Minnesota Dept of Natural Resources   

38 Years Francis Marion and Sumter National 
Forest, SC Supervisor  

1991  Retired 
 
Biography 

 
Donald W. Eng, died Sunday, April 11, after a long battle with cancer.  
 
He was born in Duluth, on Oct. 12, 1929, to the late Milton and Dora (Harder) 
Eng.  
Donald graduated from Duluth Central High School and the University of 
Minnesota with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Forest Management. He also 
attended the Harvard University School of Forest Production and the 
University of Montana School of Administrative Leadership.  
 
His career included positions within the Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources 
and the U.S. Forest Service. Assignments were located in Idaho, California, 
Minnesota, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Missouri, and South Carolina. Mr. Eng 
retired in 1991 as Supervisor of the Francis Marion and Sumter National 
Forests in South Carolina after 38 years with the U.S. Forest Service. 

Following retirement, he operated a forestry consulting business. He also led three outdoor adventure 
courses through the University of South Carolina's Continuing Education program.  
 
Among his career awards, Mr. Eng received recognition as an Elected Fellow of the Society of American 
Foresters, the Forest Service Chief's National Stewardship Award, the USDA Superior Service Award for 
Hurricane Hugo Recovery Efforts, and the USDA Forest Service Merit Award for Continuous Outstanding 
Performance and Leadership.  
 
His career affiliations included the Society of American Foresters (Missouri Chairman 1970-71), South 
Carolina Forestry Association, Forestry Council of South Carolina, Federal Executive Council (President 
1985), Clemson University Department of Forestry Advisory Committee (Member 1985-91), and the South 
Carolina Wildlife Federation.  
 
Donald was a faithful member of both Union United Methodist Church and Trout Unlimited (President 1987-
88) for several decades. He played an active role in encouraging the establishment of the Saluda Shoals 
Park and was an avid outdoorsman, who enjoyed fly-fishing and hiking. In his earlier years, he volunteered 
much of his time with the Boy Scouts of America and youth athletics.  
 
Preceded in death by daughter, Dawn Swearingen and brothers, Milton and Harold.  
 
Donald is survived by his wife, Jean; and children Dwight (Linda) of Wisconsin, Doreen (Harold) Adam of 
North Carolina, Darilyn Marinelli of Maryland, Daleen Ellis of Columbia, Derek (Dawn) of Tennessee, Dean 



(Angela) Vandelay of Columbia; grandchildren include Bill (Ashlee) Swearingen, Luke Swearingen, Kim 
(Thomas) Carroll, Dan Eng, Nathan (Jenny) Adam, Meredith (Nick) Bonifas, Don Marinelli, Dan (Emily) 
Marinelli, Caitlin and Caroline Ellis, Amber and Marshall Eng, Allison Roberts, David and Susana Vandelay, 
as well as, six great grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews. Surviving siblings are Hans Eng, 
Maynard (Patricia) Eng, Clifford (Nancy) Eng, and Myrtle Petersen, all residing in Duluth.  
 



 

  

                                                                   George Engler 
                                                                             1919 – 2011 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1943 - 1946 U.S. Marines  
 Custer National Forest  
 Naches, WA, Helena National Forest  

 Great Falls, Lewis and Clark National 
Forest              Supervisor 

 
Biography 
 1.  

George Engler was born in Underwood, N.D., on June 23, 1919.  He 
was the ninth child of Nicholas Engler and Anna Lund.  He graduated 
from Yakima High School in 1937 and the attended the University of 
Idaho, where he majored in forestry.  He worked his way through, so he 
didn't graduate until 1943, although he considered himself a member of 
the Class of '42.   
 
When he graduated he went into the Marine Corps, where he served 
until 1946. George served in the 6th Marine Division and was present 
during the April Fool's Day landing on Okinawa, and then was on Guam, 
Guadalcanal, and finished his hitch in Tsingtao, China. He was very 
proud to have been a Marine and would like to say, "There's no such 
thing as an ex-Marine!"  
 
He and Laurene Ploss were married in April 1943, before he graduated. 
After the War he returned, and they started his career in the U.S. Forest 
Service in Naches, Washington. They came to Montana in 1948, and he 
served the rest of his career in Region One on the Helena, Custer and 
Lewis and Clark National Forests. He was stationed in Lincoln, 

Townsend, Red Lodge, Fort Howes, Helena, briefly in Spokane, Missoula and retired in Great Falls.  
 
Someone in the regional office told him in the days of clear cutting that he had a reputation as a 
preservationist, as if that was not a particularly good thing. His reply was that "somebody has to!" He 
completed his service as the Supervisor of the Lewis and Clark Forest in Great Falls. After retirement, he 
and Laurene stayed in Great Falls.  
 
He once said retirement was the best job he ever had. He managed to stay very busy participating in local 
conservation groups, writing frequent letters to Montana's Congressional delegation regarding the many 
conservation and environmental issues he constantly monitored, contributed many stories to the I Montana 
Senior News, writing I about his youth growing up in Yakima, poking fun at his fellow senior citizens, and 
about his family and career in the Forest Service. He was co- founder, with Margaret Adams, of the Upper 
Missouri Breaks chapter of Audubon.  He also founded the Great Falls Conservation Council which has been 
meeting for over 27 years.  The organization provides a forum for people from different government agencies 
and conservation groups to come together and collaborate and discuss local and regional conservation 



issues.  A George Engler Conservation Award is presented annually to an individual who has made 
significant contributions to the local conservation effort. He served on an advisory council for the Bureau of 
Land Management, and received a Spirit of the Land award from the BLM, in 2008 he received the 
Conservationist of the Year award from Montana Audubon, and in 2009 he received a Lifetime Achievement 
Award from Montana Audubon. He was an active member of the Great Falls Rotary until the last couple of 
years. The River Trail in Great Falls was dear to his heart, and he was instrumental in planning and helping 
get that established, and then used it a lot, walking or biking.   
 
He was always interested in conservation and environmental issues and current events. He was a voracious 
reader, and taught his six children to be, too, starting by reading stories to his children and grandchildren, 
and then by example of the wide-ranging books and magazines he always had around. He loved to hunt and 
fish, and loved telling the stories associated with those joys. 
.  
He is survived by his beloved wife of 68 years, Laurene; his six children, eight grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren, two daughters-in law, one sister- in-law, many nieces and nephews, as well as numerous 
friends and acquaintances.  
 



 
 

 

  

                                                                   Dennis Ensign 
                                                                            1937-2011 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1954-1955 Los Prietos Hot Shots Firefighter 
~1957-1964 Santa Barbara R.D. Los Padres N.F. Assistant Fire Control Officer 
1965-1969 Stanislaus N.F. Fire Control Officer 
1969-1988 Los Padres N.F. Fire Management Officer/Public Info. Officer 
   
   
 
Biography 
 

A native of Santa Barbara, Dennis was raised along with his sister, Donna 
Lee, by his parents G. Herbert Ensign, Montecito Fire Chief, and Ruby 
Anderson Ensign. Dennis attended Montecito Union, Santa Barbara Jr. High 
and graduated from Santa Barbara High School in 1955. 
During the summer of 1954, Dennis became a member of the Los Prietos Hot 
Shots (U.S. Forest Service), fighting fires throughout the State of California. 
He again worked on the Hot Shot crew the summer of 1955 and fought the 
devastating Refugio Fire on the Santa Barbara front country. Dennis then 
attended Santa Barbara Jr. College but decided firefighting was in his blood 
and left just prior to his finals to rejoin the Forest Service in a career that 
lasted 32 years. 
Dennis eventually met Judy Lillard who, in September 1959 became his bride 

and together they raised three children: Michael, Marty, and Karen. Dennis was promoted in the Forest 
Service to engine foreman at the summit of San Marcos Pass, then transferred to the Los Prietos engine. He 
was then promoted to Assistant Fire Control Officer for the Santa Barbara Ranger District of the Los Padres 
National Forest. 
After seven years, Dennis and his family were transferred to the Mi- Wuk District of the Stanislaus National 
Forest as Fire Control Officer. Four years later, Dennis was transferred back to the Los Padres and the 
Supervisor's office as Fire Management Officer/Public Information Officer for the entire forest. Dennis retired 
from the Forest Service in 1988.  
He then managed Ocean Meadows Golf Course for 2 years; then was an Administrative Assistant in the 
Security Department of Applied Magnetics Corp. 
As a youngster, Dennis became a member of the Montecito Home Club where he was introduced to scale 
model railroading, a hobby that lasted a lifetime. He also began to play golf while in high school and 
continued playing past his retirement years. Golf was something his entire family enjoyed. His family also 
joined him in watching baseball (Giants), football (Lions), and basketball (Celtics). He and his mother-in-law 
had a dime bet on the Giant/Dodger games (Fran was a Dodger fan). Dennis loved to play cards and 
enjoyed playing bridge with neighbors, or cribbage with the Elks Caravaneers. He was active in his son's 



Boy Scout activities, and attended all the kids sporting events and extra-curricular activities. Dennis was also 
a member of Santa Barbara Elks Lodge #613. 
Survivors include his wife of 52 years, Judy, son Mike (Yvette), son Marty (Monica), daughter Karen (Steve); 
grandchildren Spencer, Eddie Mesa, Cierra, Luke, Jared and MacKenzie; and his cocker spaniel, Cubby. He 
is also survived by his brothers-in-law, Bob Lillard of Lompoc, Tim Lillard (Maria) of Lompoc, as well as 
several nieces and nephews, and grand nephews. He leaves behind many friends from the various fire 
organizations throughout the State, as well as friends from the Elks Club. He was predeceased by his 
parents, Herb and Ruby Ensign, his sister, Donna Lee Ensign, his in-laws, Gene and Fran Lillard. 
Dennis loved his family above everything. He often said that spending time with family was the most 
important part of life. He was dearly loved and will be forever missed. 



 
 

 

  

                                                                 Eldon Estep 
                                                                           Unknown-2008 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Dedicated employee of the U.S. Forest Service who served in Region 6, Portland, Oregon.  

  



 
 

 

  

                                                               Samuel S. Evans 
                                                               Unknown-2001                                    
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1957-1961 Clearwater NF, ID Timber Staff Officer 
1961-1964 Missoula R-1 Timber Division  
1964-1991 Western Office Timber Division 
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Samuel S. Evans, Deputy Division Chief of Timber Management, served 34 years with the Forest Service, 
beginning in Spokane, WA immediately after serving a 30-year service in the Army Air Force.  
Evans is originally from Preston, ID, is a graduate of Preston H.S., and holds a degree in forestry from Utah 
State University. 
He was appointed forester on the Kaniksu National Forest in 1949. Following assignments were on the 
Clearwater NF staff and in the Washington Office.  
In 1962 he returned to the Northern Region headquarters in Missoula in charge of the Silviculture Branch.  
 



 

  

                                                                Willard R. Fallis 
                                                                          1923 - 1997 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1946-1947 Lewis and Clark NF, White Sulphur Springs District Assistant Ranger 
1948-1952 Lewis and Clark NF, Martinsdale District Assistant Ranger 
1952-1957 Helena NF, -Canyon Ferry District District Ranger 
1955-1957 Spokane WA Range Specialist 
1957-1962 Custer National Forest, Billings, MT Assistant Forest Supervisor 
1962-1969 Fishlake National Forest R-4, Richfield, UT Forest Supervisor 
1969-1971 Washington Office Range Management Range Management Staff 
1971-1979 R-3-Southwestern Regional Office R-3, Albuquerque, NM  Director-Range Management 
 
 
Biography 
 

Willard R. Fallis was born May 10, 1923 and died December 25, 
1997. 
 
From 1940 to 1946, Bill worked seasonally for the Forest Service on 
the Teton, Beaverhead, and Kaniksu National Forests.  Duties 
included construction, maintenance, fire fighting, packing, and 
airplane cargo dropping.  During these formative years, his uncle, 
Charles Dibble, mentored Bill.  Dibble was an old -time ranger on the 
Teton National Forest in the 1920’s until his retirement in 1952.  He 
provided a solid background to Bill in packing; trail construction, and 
other field skills. 
 
Bill’s first permanent assignment with the Forest Service was as 
Assistant District Ranger on the Lewis and Clark National Forest in 
White Sulphur Springs, Montana.  In 1947, Bill transferred to 
Martinsdale, Montana and served as the Assistant District Ranger.  
He worked for three years in this post.  In 1950, Bill was assigned to 
the Helena National Forest as District Ranger on the Canyon Ferry 
Ranger District. 
 
Even though Bill’s degree was in Forestry from the University of 

Montana, his training, experience, and interest leaned more towards range management.  He enjoyed 
working with the people involved in this blossoming field and developed extensive technical range skills.  Bill 
was a charter member in the Society of Range Management that was established in 1948.  He continued his 
membership throughout his life. 
 
In 1956, the Deputy Regional Forester (R-1) assigned Bill a range management position in Spokane, 
Washington for Range and Wildlife Management.  Bill’s assignment included bringing the R-1 range program 
to the timbered west-side forests of R-1. 

Willard R. Fallis 



In 1958, Bill transferred to the Custer National Forest in Billings, Montana where he served in the Forest 
Range and Lands Staff position until 1962.  The grasslands of North and South Dakota had been added to 
the Custer National Forest in the mid-1950s.  Bill often remarked how he enjoyed working in these productive 
ecosystems. 
 
In 1962, Bill was transferred to R-4 as the Forest Supervisor of the Fishlake National Forest in Richfield, 
Utah.  Bill was on the move again in 1969, this time to the Washington Office in the Range Management 
Staff serving under Reg Denio. 
 
In 1971, Bill was assigned as the R-3 Director of Range Management in Albuquerque, New Mexico where he 
served under Regional Forester, Bill Hurst.  This assignment proved very rewarding and challenging.  The 
region placed much emphasis on improving forage and watershed conditions throughout Bill’s tenure in R-3. 
He provided strong leadership and set an outstanding example for many agency professionals who worked 
tirelessly to improve the range condition of the Region’s grazing allotments. Bill retired from the Forest 
Service in 1979 as the Director of Range Management in R-3.  He moved back to his home stomping 
grounds near Missoula, Montana. 
 
Bill received a meritorious service award from the Secretary of Agriculture, Bob Bergland, in 1979 for “his 
forceful, tactful, and innovative leadership as director of Range Management in R-3 during a crucial period 
and under trying and sensitive circumstances.” 



 
 

 

  

                                                               Thomas P. Farbo 
                                                                         1925-2001                    
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1953-1961 Worland, MT Forester 
1961-1964 Butte, MT Timber staff 
1964-1981 Clearwater NF, ID Timber staff 
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Thomas was born in Windber, PA and lived there through high school. He served in the military, and after 
that service, in 1950, enrolled in Michigan Forestry College where he earned his degree in forestry in 1953. 
Thomas started working for the Forest Service in 1953 and retired in 1981 after a distinguished career. 
He married Ruth Dolly in 1952 and were married 49 years. 
Thomas enjoyed fishing, especially steelhead; harvesting Christmas trees and seed cones; gardening for the 
local deer, and feeding his pet quail and squirrel. 
He was an avid history buff, researching old Potlatch logging camp sites and interviewing old loggers and 
authored “Whitepine, Wobblies and Wannigans.” He was in the process of completing a second book on 
wheat trams along the Clearwater River. 
 



 

  

                                                               FRANK A. FENN 
                                                                        1853 - 1927  
 
 

 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 

1866 Idaho Territory Legislator / Speaker of the 
House 

1897 - 1901 Boise, Idaho Lawyer 

1901 - 1907 N Idaho Forest Reserves, Kooskia, ID Superintendent 
1908 - 1911 Clearwater NF, Kooskia, ID Forest Supervisor 
1911 - 1914 Selway NF, Kooskia, ID Forest Supervisor 
1914 - 1920 Northern Region (R-1), Missoula, MT Chief of Lands 

 
Biography 
 

One of the early SAF members in Montana was Frank A. Fenn, who became an SAF associate member 
in July 1908 in Missoula. 

Frank Fenn was born in 1853, probably in California. He moved with his parents to the gold mining area 
of Florence, Idaho in 1862. He was educated in Florence and Lewiston, ID, Walla Walla, WA and the US 
Naval Academy at Annapolis, MD. He later returned to Idaho County, ID where he ranched and taught 
school. 

When the Army began its battles with the NezPerce Indian tribe in 1877, Fenn participated as an Idaho 
Militia member in battles at Whitebird Canyon and Camas Prairie. Later, in 1886 he was elected to the 
Idaho Territorial legislature, where he became Speaker of the House. He served in Idaho state 
government, studied law, and was admitted to the Idaho Bar in 1897. 

When the Spanish-American war began in 1898, Fenn volunteered for service and was appointed captain 
in the US Army. He served in several engagements in the Phillipines and was mustered out in 1899 with 
the rank of major. He returned to Boise and resumed his law practice and political activities. 

In 1901 he was appointed as superintendent of all forest reserves in north Idaho and moved with his 
family to Kooskia, ID. At that time the forest reserves were administered by the General Land Office within 
the Department of Interior. 

In 1905 the administration of the forest reserves was transferred from the General Land office of the 
Department of Interior to the newly established Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture. In 1907 
the forest reserves were renamed as national forests. In 1908 Fenn became the first forest supervisor of 
the Clearwater National Forest, headquartered at Kooskia, ID. 

When the Selway National Forest was split away from the Clearwater in 1911, Fenn remained in Kooskia 
as the Selway Forest Supervisor. Fenn continued as Selway Supervisor until 1914, when he became 
Chief of Lands in the District (now Regional) office in Missoula. 

He retired in 1920 and returned to Kooskia where he practiced law and ran a newspaper with his son 
Lloyd until his death in 1927. Son Lloyd Fenn had earlier been a district ranger but resigned to follow his 

 



father as lawyer, politician, educator, and newspaper publisher. Another son, Homer Fenn, was also an 
early ranger and was later Chief of Grazing at the Forest Service Ogden, UT District (Regional) Office. 

Frank Fenn, who was usually addressed as Major Fenn even long after his Spanish-American War 
service, was representative of the early, usually self-made men who participated in the first successful 
establishment of federally protected public forest lands in the US. Although he was originally a political 
appointee, unlike some others he was well educated and experienced in leadership. He was also in 
agreement with the conservation ideas of Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot. Fenn's reputation and 
character were of great importance in overcoming local opposition to establishment of forest reserves and 
in hiring a work force of competent and loyal people. 

Along with many others of this era, Fenn recognized the valuable role a professional forestry society 
could provide, both to foresters and the public. So, he became an SAF associate member in 1908 in 
Missoula. 

Fenn Ranger Station, presently headquarters of the Moose Creek District of the Nezperce National 
Forest, was named after Frank A. Fenn. Located at Goddard Bar on the Selway River southeast of 
Lowell, ID, this CCC-built ranger station was completed in 1940 and replaced the earlier, nearby O'Hara 
Ranger Station, built in 1908. 

The planned name for this new ranger station was Goddard Bar Ranger Station, after its location. When 
the time came to order a sign for this new station, local forest officers objected to calling it Goddard Bar 
Ranger Station. It seems that Goddard had not exactly been an outstanding citizen. So, when the name 
Fenn Ranger Station was suggested, Nezperce Forest Supervisor Roy Phillips stated in a letter to 
Northern Regional Forester Evan W. Kelley that, “… it is a well known fact that no forest officer in these 
parts has ever been able to measure up to Major Fenn in the estimation of those who knew him." Kelley 
approved the name as Fenn Ranger Station, and it remains so today. 
 
 

From Montana Society of American Foresters Centennial 2000 - A Salute to Early Montana Foresters 
 



 

  

                                              Robert Brewster Ferguson 
                                                    1928 - 2006 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places and/or units or projects where person served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
Summers 
1949,1952,1954 

White Pine Blister Rust Control Program 
 Pierce, Idaho 

Seasonal Technician 

1956 - 1975 Forest Science Laboratory, Boise, Idaho  Range Scientist 
1975 – 1983 Shrub Science Laboratory, Provo, Utah Range Scientist 
 
 
Biography 

Bob was born on November 13, 1928 in Washington, D.C. and attended 
grade school and high school at Oxon Hill, Maryland.  He enlisted in the 
U.S. Army in 1945 and served with the 11th Airborne Division.  He was 
stationed in Japan during the American occupation in 1947-1948 and at 
Ft. Campbell, Kentucky during the Korean War.  
 
He earned a bachelors degree in Forestry from West Virginia University 
in 1953 and a Masters of Science degree from Utah State University in 
1955.  Bob was elected into the Xi Sigma Pi, Forestry Honorary 
(President, West Virginia Chapter, 1953); Alpha Zeta, Agricultural 
Honorary; Sigma Xi, Research Honorary and Graduate fellowship, Utah 
Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit. 
 
Bob first worked for the U.S. Forest Service during the summers of 
1949, 1952, and 1954 in the white pine blister rust control program in 
the Pierce, Idaho area. 
 

After graduation he was employed as a biologist by Oglebay Park in Wheeling, WV in 1955 and 1956.  
 
He began his professional Forest Service career in 1956 with the Intermountain Forest and Range 
Experiment Station assigned to the Forest Science Laboratory in Boise, Idaho.  In 1975, he transferred to the 
Shrub Sciences Laboratory in Provo, Utah where he worked until his retirement in 1983.   
 
As a Range Scientist, his research contributions on deer winter range improvement and rehabilitation of 
surface mining sites are well recognized.  He was a member of The Society for Range Management, The 
Wildlife Society, Idaho Chapter and the West Virginia University Division of Forestry Alumni Association. 
 
He was a life member of the 11th Airborne Division Association and a member of the 82nd Airborne Division 
Association.  He had been a member of the John Birch Society since 1970 and a member of the Idaho Gem 
Club since 1980. He was a life member of the Forest Service Region 4 Old Timers Club where he served as 
President until his death on May 18, 2006.   
 
He was especially proud of his affiliation with the U.S. Forest Service and of his military service.  He was a 
patriot, a man who lived his life quietly demonstrating great charity, faith, honesty and integrity. One of Bob’s 



greatest pleasures was backpacking and fishing in Idaho’s high mountain lakes.  He had made over 100 trips 
into the mountains of Idaho and Utah. 
 
His wife, Marilyn, son Thomas and daughter Sharon survive him. 
 



 

  

                                          William "Bill" Barclay Finley 
                                                1919-2011 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
                    Kaibab National Forest, Arizona               Range Staff 
   
   
   
Biography 

 
William Barclay Finley, 92, of Orem, Utah, formerly of Flagstaff, Arizona 
and Cortez, Colorado, passed away at his home on October 31, 2011. 
 
He was born February 3, 1919 in Craig, Colorado to William Penn and 
Muriel Bryan Finley. He spent his early years and was educated in 
Craig. He graduated from Colorado State University with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Forestry. He served in the Navy in World War II. 
 
He married Laura Frances Blaine on September 10, 1939 in Craig. She 
died October 5, 1984. He worked for the U.S. Forest Service and retired 
as a Range Specialist Supervisor. His hobbies and interests included: 
writing, fishing, camping, jeeping, the outdoors and woodworking. He 
was a Christian. 
 
He is survived by his daughters: JoAnne Finley of Hillsboro, Oregon, 

Jamie Wright of Peoria, Arizona, Laura Kay Brown of Orem; 9 grandchildren and 27 great-grandchildren. 
 



 

  

                                                  William C. "Bill" Fischer 
                                                         1932 - 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places units or projects served 

 
Biography 
 

Bill Fischer was born in Buffalo, New York.  He 
attended high school at St. Joseph's Collegiate 
Institute, graduating in 1951. He attended Paul 
Smith's College, graduating in 1954 (A.A.S. 
degree) and next from the University of Michigan 
in 1956 (B.S. and B.S.F. degrees). After 
graduation he was employed as a Forester on the 
Boise National Forest, Boise, Idaho. He soon left 
to serve in the United States Army for two years at 
Fort Dix, New Jersey. 
 
In 1959 Bill married Joan S. Fuchs and they 
moved to Boise, Idaho where he resumed his 
professional career. They started a family that 
grew to three sons, William A., John and Joseph 
and two daughters Catherine and Gretchen. A 
strong family life was important to Bill and Joan. 

They both participated extensively in assisting with youth activities through school and church. As a boy, Bill 
attained the rank of Eagle Scout and was a member of the Order-of-the-Arrow. Later he continued his 
interest in scouting by serving as a Cub Scout Pack Master, Boy Scout Troup Master and District Scout 
Board member. He served on school boards and was a long time member of the Missoula Kiwanis Club 
serving as its president for a term. For many years he organized and led the Kiwanis basketball league that 
provided kids who did not make a school team with an opportunity to play an organized sport. 
 
While on the Boise National Forest Bill worked on a variety of timber management and fire control positions. 
His work was recognized with a Regional Certificate of Merit Award. In 1966 he joined the Fire Influences 
and Fire Retardant Chemicals research unit at the Northern Forest Fire Laboratory (now Fire Sciences 
Laboratory) as a Research Forester. His work centered on fire management aspects of fire-weather and fire 
danger rating systems. He co-authored the Fire-Weather Observer's Handbook. 
 

Date Location Position 
1956 - 1966        Boise National Forest, Boise and Lowman, ID Forester 

1966 - 1993        Fire Sciences Laboratory, Missoula, MT Research Forester 
   

Bill Fischer cataloging papers at the National 
Museum of Forest Service History, 2004 



His next assignment was with the Fire in Multiple Use 
Management Research, Development and Applications 
Program where his focus was on applying existing research 
knowledge to improvement of operational fire management 
plans with special emphasis on fuel treatment and fuel 
management plans. His work on risk of homeowners to wildland 
fire helped raise awareness of the need to appraise and 
mitigate fire behavior potential in the rural-urban interface. He 
authored and co-authored a number of publications including: 

• Planning and evaluating prescribed fires - a standard 
procedure 

• A computer system for scheduling fire use 
• Photos guide for appraising downed woody fuels in 

Montana forests (other guides were published for 
different areas 

 
He completed his career on the Fire Effects and Prescribed Fire 
research unit where he served as the fire effects team leader 
dedicated to providing managers with state-of-the-art 

knowledge about fire effects. He led the effort to formulate and develop the Fire Effects Information System 
(FEIS) that structures the vast and growing amount of fire effects knowledge into an organized framework 
that land managers can readily access on the computer. For his work to design and develop the FEIS and for 
creating the Wildland Home Fire Risk Meter, which allowed homeowners to assess risk to their dwellings, Bill 
received the Forest Service Chief's Award for Technology Transfer in 1991. Noteworthy publications by Bill 
and co-authors include: 

• Fire ecology of the forest habitat types of northern Idaho 
• Fire effects information system: user's guide 

 
He was interested in forestry and conservation issues that went well beyond His Forest Service job. He 
served as chair of the Society of American Forests, Missoula Chapter and the Montana State organization. 
He enjoyed discussing the broader forestry issues. On one occasion Bill and his coworker Jim Brown drove 
from Missoula to a meeting in Idaho. They got so involved discussing issues that they ran of gas along the 
Lochsa River in Idaho. The nearest gas station was at least 100 miles in either direction. They hitch-hiked to 
the Powell Ranger Station where Bill's knowledge of district operations resulted in a can of gas and a ride 
back to their car. 
 
Upon retiring Bill gathered historic weather instruments and fire danger rating gadgets for inclusion in the 
National Museum of Forest Service History. He volunteered much of his time to cataloging materials for the 
museum. 
 
 

  



 

  

                                                        John C. "Jack" Fisher 
                                                                1936 - 2013 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
  
 Forest Planning Team, Lolo NF  
 Bonneville Power Line Analysis Team, Lolo NF  
 Missoula District, Lolo NF Resource Staff Officer 
 Wild and Scenic Analysis Team, Lolo NF Team Leader 
 
Biography 
 
 
John Clark “Jack” Fisher was born at home on June 26, 1936, in Waterbury, Conn. He was raised with his 
brother, Bill, in Manchester and Franklin, N.H. 

As a young boy, Jack knew he would be a forester and live in the mountains. He graduated from the 
University of New Hampshire in forestry in 1958. He was a member of Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity. Working 
as a summer tour guide at Lost River in the White Mountains of New Hampshire, he knew his boyhood 
dream would be realized. Jack had deep affection for the White Mountains, but found true love for Northwest 
forests manning fire lookouts. Jack loved the solitude, peace and majesty of the Rocky Mountains. 

After graduation, Jack served in the U.S. Army, then embarked on a 36-year career with U.S. Forest Service, 
saying he loved it every day. Joining the Forest Service in the late 1950s, Jack had a distinguished career in 
the Northern Region. With assignments on the Nez Perce, Bitterroot and the Lolo National Forests, he held a 
variety of positions. Early in his career, Jack enjoyed being an effective liaison with Native American fire 
crews. Jack spent many years in charge of lands, special uses, range and recreation programs. 

While in Thompson Falls, Jack served as president of the Lions Club, where he was chosen as Lion of the 
Year for work building a beautiful retirement home, and served on the local school board. 

Jack assumed management for planning, permitting and administration of the 500-kilovolt Bonneville power 
line across public lands in the 1970s. As team leader, Jack coordinated the written plan for the power line 
stretching across Montana to Oregon. Jack’s attention to detail and commitment to resources resulted in an 
environmentally sensitive location and construction techniques that became a model for future projects. 
Jack’s work was included in forest management training and university-level classes. Purdue University 
invited Jack as guest lecturer on the subject. 

In the late 1970s, Jack became an integral part of the Forest Planning Team. Later, he managed the 
Rattlesnake National Recreation Area further developing a passion for archeology, cultural resources and 
historic preservation. Jack’s skill and expertise resulted in significant building restoration on the forest 
continuing into his retirement. 

Jack’s lead the Wild and Scenic Rivers team as his last career position. He enjoyed every aspect of it, 
especially the people, as they conducted a “wild and scenic” survey to determine eligibility for inclusion in the 
designation. He enjoyed the hiking, camping and loved being back in the mountains. 

“Jack was always a ‘go-to’ guy who would take on any tough assignment serving the public for his entire 
career,” said Orville Daniels. 



Jack, Gary Brown and others restored the old ranger station that is the site for the National Museum of 
Forest Service History. There is a glass-covered viewing window showing original construction. Jack thought 
this was important to provide visitors a visible illustration of early construction techniques and believed we all 
could learn from our past and history. 

Jack was a master wood craftsman, using his gifts to preserve and restore multiple Forest Service cabins, 
including many in Rock Creek available as rentals. He worked restoring the lookout tower taken to the 
Smithsonian Folk Life Festival in Washington, D.C. This celebration of the U.S. Forest Service 100th 
anniversary was exciting. It was a huge disappointment, but his health was beginning to fail and the trip was 
daunting. Sadly, he stayed home. For years he devoted his incredible carpentry and artistic skills to historic 
cabins and other archaeological projects. 

Jack and Jeri married in 1968, and their 45 years together was an adventure. Jack was deeply devoted to his 
children - son Michael and daughters Kelli and Donna. 



 
 

 

  

                                                                    John Forsman 
                                                                    1917- 2012      
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1953 Custer N.F. Forest Range Staff Officer 
1956 Custer N.F. Deputy Forest Supervisor 
1957 Custer N.F. Forest Supevisor 
1963 Washington, D.C. Range Staff, Chief’s Office 
1966-1976 Pacific NW Regional Office Asst. Regional Forester 
   
 
Biography 
 

 John Forsman, the son of a Swedish immigrate, was born 
March 23, 1917 to John and Opal Forsman and grew up on 
a homestead north of Glasgow, Montana. The third of four 
children, John completed high school in Glasgow and went 
on to earn a Bachelor's Degree in Forestry with an 
emphasis in Rangeland Management at the University of 
Montana. John put his education into practice during the 
summers by working for the Forest Service as a lookout 
and packer in the Selway-Bitterroot National Forest.  
During World War II, John was the lead navigator for a 
squadron ofB17 Flying Fortress bombers. While at an Air 
Force Officer's Club dance overseas, he met and fell in 
love with Betty Townson, an English citizen in the British 

Royal Air Force. In 1948, two and a half years after John's return to the United States and as the Range 
Analysis Crew Chief for the Northern Region Forest Service office in Missoula, he proposed to Betty. Betty 
moved to the United States and they were married in Helena, Montana. John and Betty started their family 
together in 1950 while John was the District Ranger on the Lewis and Clark National Forest in Martinsdale, 
Montana.  
John's love for the outdoors and strong 
leadership moved him to the Custer National 
Forest in 1953 as a Forest Range Staff Officer. 
He was promoted to Deputy Forest Supervisor 
in 1956 and became the Forest Supervisor in 
1957. In 1963, John moved his family to 
Washington D.C. where he joined the Range 
Staff in the Forest Service Chief's Office.  
In 1966, John transferred to the Forest Service 
Pacific Northwest Regional Office in Portland, 
Oregon where he worked as the Assistant 



Regional Forester in charge of Range and Wildlife Management until his retirement in 1976. His career, 
legacy, and belief that everyone deserves a fair chance in life has inspired some of the most dedicated 
National Forest Service staff.  
John and Betty currently live in Portland, Oregon. They have three children (Carol, Victoria and Richard), 8 
grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren. His son Richard has continued in his father's footsteps with a long 
and successful career with the US Forest Service 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

  

                                                                  Joel Frandsen 
                                                                           1939-2014    
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1963-1997 Wasatch, Toiyabe, and Manti La Sal NF  Ranger 
1997-2002 Utah Utah State Forester 
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Joel was born March 28, 1939, in Elsinore, to Alma Warren and Ida Conder 
Frandsen. He was an alumnus of South Sevier High School and Utah State 
University. 
 
He married Kerry Allred of Spring City in 1963, and they are the parents of 
three children. 
 
Joel served 34 years as a forester with the U.S. Forest Service in Wyoming, 
Idaho, Nevada, and Utah; and five years as the Utah State Forester. He was 
proud to serve as the national chair of the Smokey Bear Committee. Joel 
received many awards and accolades for his accomplishments and 
leadership with charitable and professional organizations. 
 
Joel had a great love of horses, mountains, western folklore, storytelling, 
natural resources, Fox News, the vanishing western way of life and was a 
staunch advocate of the Multiple Use-Sustained Yield Act. 

 
Joel was an expert in western outlaw history, spending many hours researching, publishing and speaking. 
He was an active member of the LDS church and lived by the motto, “Enjoy the Journey.” 
 



 

  

                                                 James “Jim” H. Freeman 
                                                        1926-2012 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1951 Castle Creek Ranger Station Forester 
 Riggins, Idaho  
 Slate Creek Ranger Station  
 Kalispell, Montana  Supervisors office 
 Missoula, Montana  
 National Headquarter Washington, D.D.   
 Eastern Regional Office Milwaukee, Wisconsin  
   
 
Biography 

James Hibbert Freeman, 85, son of Edna Hibbert Freeman and Charles Russell 
Freeman, passed away Saturday evening, June 30th, 2012 at his home in Victor, 
Montana, surrounded by family.  Jim was born on October 29th, 1926 in St. Paul, 
Minnesota.   
 
Jim was raised in Shorewood, Wisconsin.  He graduated from Shorewood High 
School in 1944.  With a strong sense of pride and duty to his country, he enlisted 
in the United States Navy in the spring of 1944, prior to his high school graduation.  
Upon graduation, he served on the destroyer USS John R Craig and was 
honorably discharged on July 1st, 1946. 
 
Returning home to Wisconsin, Jim attended the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee from 1947-1950.  During 1950-1953 he went to school at Michigan 
Tech University in Houghton, Michigan.  He graduated in 1953 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Forest Management. 

 
Jim married Ruth Johnson on March 28th, 1951 in Shorewood, Wisconsin.  After his graduation, they began 
their life adventure in Grangeville, Idaho, on the Nez Perce National Forest.  From there, their first home was 
at Castle Creek Ranger Station which led to a full -time appointment after completing the junior forester 
exam.  Jim’s career spanned 28 ½ years of loyal service with the United States Forest Service.  Duty 
stations included stops at:  Riggins, Idaho; Dixie, Idaho; Slate Creek Ranger Station; supervisor’s office in 
Kalispell, Montana, on the Flathead National Forest; and the Northern Rocky Mountain Regional office in 
Missoula, Montana.  Their next move was to the National Headquarters in Washington, D.C.  Jim’s final 
assignment was in the Eastern Regional office in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  He retired on January 9th, 1982. 
 
Jim and Ruth then traveled extensively throughout the U.S. for a year before settling in the Bitterroot Valley 
of Montana.  Jim’s retirement life turned into a second career of volunteering full time with the Bitter Root 
Resource, Conservation & Development, Inc. (RC&D).  As president, Jim continued his servitude for the 
good of national forests, professional forestry, and the community at large.  He finally retired again after 20 
more years in February of 2010. 
 
Jim was actively involved in numerous community organizations including:  a Golden membership from the 
National Association of Forest Service Retirees (NAFSR), member of National Museum of Forest Service 



History, Northern Rocky Mountain Retiree Association (NRMRA), Eastern Forest Service Retirees’ 
Association, and a 50 -year certificate from Mount Idaho Lodge No. 9 A.F & A.M. in Grangeville, Idaho.   
 
Jim is survived by his life mate of 61 years of marriage, Ruth Freeman and their six children:  Jane E. 
Freeman (Denver, CO), James H. Freeman Jr. (Elko, NV), Jill A. and Jay Kvasnicka (Muskego, WI), Jody K. 
and John Schroder (Colgate, WI), JacLyn and Lelan Butler (Gainesville, VA), and John H. Freeman (Las 
Vegas, NV).  Grandchildren include:  Jacki Jo, James H. 3rd, Jeffrey, Jennifer, John E., Jannelle, Julia, 
Jordan, Jamie, Jenna, Jayden, and six great-grandchildren.   
 



 

  

                                                              Shirley Gallaher 
                                                                       1927 - 2015 

 
 
 
Forest Service Spouse 
 
Places, or projects served 
 
 
Date(s) Location                Position(s) 

1950 Sitgreaves National Forest, AZ  

1955  Sycamore Ranger District, Prescott National Forest, AZ  

 
Biography 
Shirley first met the Forest Service when she arrived with her husband, Wally, on the Sitgreaves National 
Forest in April, 1950. The two were fresh from Iowa State College. She was a small town Iowa girl. Wally 
tells of her being up all the first night peering out the Pinedale cabin windows looking for lions, bears and 
other wild creatures. She got her wish the next day when two mama turkeys strolled by with about 25 chicks.  

Despite her early naiveté, she adapted easily to the wild west and became a devoted advocate for the 
Forest Service. She had a sparkling, blue eyed personality that made her a hit wherever she went. She was 
always a leader, a trait that greatly helped her adjust to the many Forest Service moves n Wally's early 
career (complicated by his recall to Active Duty during the Korean conflict). Shirley counted 15 houses, 
cabins and trailers they lived in during their career. Some were in cities and towns, and a few were pretty 
woodsy.  

She hunted and fished with Wally during the early years but as time saw them living in the bigger cities, she 
turned to women's groups and educational organizations. She was recognized by one of these organization 
by having a brick placed with her name in a special walk at Cottey College, Missouri.  

The Region 3 fire season in 1955 saw Wally away for six straight weeks. Shirley ran the Sycamore Ranger 
District with a little telephone help from the S.O. She took care of rancher/grazing problems, met with forest 
visitors and coordinated the attack on a man-caused fire near the ranger station. To show their respect, a 
rancher family came to the station to help her kill, pick and process Wally's crop of spring fryers.  

Always Shirley was up front keeping things going, was popular with forest users, taught Sunday School were 
possible, was active in women's groups, helpful to all. She taught her daughters that life didn't come free; 
that hard work was the key to getting what you needed or wanted. She had no time for slackers.  

Shirley was adamant to the end that new Forest Service professionals should serve their first tour of duty 
'out on the ground" on a ranger district, preferable in a rural setting, where the people are and there the real 
work is done.  
 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prescott_National_Forest


 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

                                               Harvey P. “Hoot” Gibson  
                                                     1926-2015       
 

 
 

Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1954-1981 Mount Shasta, Fall River Falls, Hayfork 

CA 
Fire Aviation 

   
   
   
   
   

 
Biography 
 

Born Harvey Peter Gibson on March 9, 1926, in Manistee, Michigan, to Tennys and Alma (Schoedel) 
Gibson, he spent his childhood and teenage years tromping the woods of Michigan and spending time at his 
Grandma and Grandpa Schoedel’s farm. He was nicknamed “Hoot” at the age of 5. It was a name that stuck 
with him throughout his life and proved to be an apt description of his personality. He was a hoot! 
 
In 1944, he joined the Army Air Corps and trained to be a pilot, itching to do his part in World War II. He 
spent several months at Chanute Air Field as an MP, but never got the chance to use his pilot training as 
1945 saw the end of the war. He was honorably discharged in 1945, returned to Michigan and attended 
Michigan State College in Lansing. In 1948, out of money for college and looking for some kind of 
conservation work, he traveled to California and then made his way to South Dakota. Hoot was hired as a 
government trapper in the Black Hills. He learned to trap coyotes and was soon given his own trapping 
district near the tiny town of Isabel, South Dakota. It was there he met school teacher Paula Jean Bierman. 
He attended the Lutheran church in Isabel one Sunday morning. As he tells the story, he sat near the back of 
the church and began looking at those around him. Across the aisle he saw two bright blue eyes looking 
back at him and he was hooked for life. In 1949, while Paula continued to teach school near Isabel and then 
in Wisconsin, Hoot went back to college in Michigan and received a bachelor’s degree in Forest and Wildlife 
Management in 1950. He returned to his trapping job in South Dakota. Hoot and Paula were married July 20, 
1951, in Pierre, South Dakota. They began married life at He Dog, South Dakota, on the Rosebud Indian 
Reservation where Paula taught school and Hoot trapped coyotes and bobcats. Their son David was born in 
September 1952 at Valentine, Nebraska. 
 
In 1953, Hoot transferred to the U.S. Border Patrol at Presidio, Texas. After a three month crash course in 
the Spanish language, he collected some colorful experiences as a Border Patrol agent along the 
U.S./Mexico border. Son Alan was born in Marfa, Texas, in January 1954. In the summer of 1954, Hoot 
transferred to the U.S. Forest Service where he would spend the rest of his working career. Hoot and Paula’s 
first Forest Service stations took them to Mount Shasta, Fall River Mills, and Hayfork, California. Daughter 
Barbara was born at McCloud, California, in October of 1955. In 1957, Hoot transferred to the Black Hills of 
South Dakota near Deadwood and Spearfish. Daughters Carol Jean and Susan were born in Deadwood in 
1957 and 1961. The Forest Service and Hoot’s career in fire and aviation management took the family to 
many locations in the following years including Cody, Wyoming, Denver, Colorado, Nemo, South Dakota, 



Tucson, Arizona, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In 1981 Hoot retired from the Forest Service at the tender age 
of 55. He and Paula moved to Victor where their son, Alan, built their final home on 10 acres with stunning 
views of the Bitterroot Mountains. The home on Moose Hollow Road became the gathering place for their 
expanding family and provided over 30 years of memories that continued to weave the varied and colorful 
fabric of the Gibson family. 
 
 



 
 

 

  

                                               Robert  S. “Bob” Gibson  
                                                     

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1951-1954 Deerlodge, Lolo & Beaverhead National 

Forests 
 Summer Student 

1955-1957 Beaverhead National Forest Career Appointment 
1957-1959 Beaverhead National Forest Assistant District Ranger 
1959-1963 Beaverhead National Forest, Lima 

District 
District Ranger 

1963-1966 Gallatin National Forest, Bozeman 
District 

District Ranger 

1966-1969 Northern Regional Office, Missoula Project Leader, Land & Water 
Conservations Fund 

1969-1974 Gallatin National Forest, Bozeman Land Staff and Planner 
1974-1979 Flathead National Forest, Kalispell Forest Planner 
1979-1980 Flathead National Forest, Kalispell Deputy Forest Supervisor 
1980-1987 Helena National Forest, Helena Forest Supervisor 
1987-1990 Gallatin National Forest, Bozeman Forest Supervisor 

 
Biography 
 

Bob Gibson grew up in Butte, MT, and graduated from Butte public high school in 1951. He enrolled in the 
University of Montana Forestry School and graduated in 1955 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Forest 
Management.  Along with the forestry degree he acquired a beautiful wife, Carol and a daughter Linda.  Two 
fantastic sons, Mike and Jim, were born later. Bob has now been married 64 years. 

His interest in forestry and land management was a result of his love of the forest, streams and grasslands in 
southwest Montana. In the seventh grade Bob gave a speech on what he intends to do in his life.  Even at 
that age his passion was on working in the woods and becoming a forester.  

In June of 1955 he accepted a position with the U. S. Forest Service as a junior forester and was assigned 
as a timber management planner on the Beaverhead National Forester. He helped complete the first timber 
management plan for the Big Hole Working Circle. To Bob's pleasure this job introduced him to woods work.  

Following this assignment, he was promoted to Assistant District Ranger on the Dillon Ranger District 
Beaverhead National Forest. Working with a variety of interest groups and forest users including 
recreationists, sportsmen, grazing permittees and timber operators gave him gave him the knowledge that 
this was what he wanted to do.  

In the spring of 1959, at the age of 26, he was transferred to the small town of Lima, Montana, to become the 
District Ranger. He held this position for three years and it was during this tour that the Hebgen Lake 
Madison River earthquake occurred on August 17, 1959.  At Richter Scale 7.0, it was the 4th largest 
earthquake in US History. He and a number of other Forest Service employees received the Secretary of 
Agriculture "Superior Service Award" for their search, rescue and damage appraisal efforts, which eventually 



resulted in the establishment of a very unique geological study area  

In June of 1963 he was promoted to District Ranger on the Bozeman District, Gallatin National Forest.  This 
district was, and still is, one of the most heavily used and diverse recreational districts in the Northern 
Region. In addition, the district contained all three of the Bozeman's municipal watersheds and Bridger Bowl 
Ski Area. It was known that Bob had skiing experience in high school, unknown was that it was for one winter 
and he broke his leg early on. The introduction of the avalanche control guns at Bridger Bowl was made 
during his first winter as Bozeman Ranger. During that installation the ski ranger took Bob to the top of the 
mountain, "so I could kill myself trying to ski down to the bottom". Somehow or other he survived! 

His next Forest Service assignment was to be the first project manager for the Land and Water Conservation 
Act with the responsibilities for the entire Northern Region. The priorities were the acquisitions of “inholdings" 
within the Region's designated Wilderness areas and other high value recreation and wildlife properties 
within the Region's National Forests. He was trained in the needs and skills in land and other property 
valuations. A significant part of this job required negotiation with land owners, convincing them to accept 
appraised values with the deal being the best for all.  

In 1969 he returned to the Gallatin National Forest as Recreation and Land staff and eventual I became ~at 
forest's Planner. This period resulted in numerous land exchanges, mostly with Northern Pacific Railroad, 
which eventually became Burlington Northern Railroad and the first long range plan under the National 
Forest Service Management Act (NFMA). The next assignment was to the Flathead National Forest where 
he again served as the Forest Planner and then Deputy Forest Supervisor.  

Bob became the Supervisor of the Helena National Forest in 1980.  In addition to the usual responsibilities of 
Forest Supervisor, he was instrumental in the creation of the Elkhorn Management Unit on the Elkhorn 
Mountains in place of a Wilderness Designation. It was an innovation that is still in place today. The Chief of 
the Forest Service awarded him a Certificate of Merit for exceptional performance in representing the 
Northern Region Forest Service in dealings with the Montana State Legislature, State agencies and other 
Federal agencies on Forest Service issues in the State Capital of Helena. The Montana chapter of the 
Society of American Foresters designated him as Forester of the Year in 1987.  

During this period, he was detailed to Washington DC to serve the Montana Congressional Delegation in the 
capacity of Roadless Area Review Evaluation Co-coordinator for the Forest Service re lands in Montana that 
were designated roadless. He was elected Montana State Chairman for the Society of American Foresters.  

In 1987 Bob received appointment as Supervisor of Gallatin National Forest where he retired in 1990 and still 
resides. During this period the Yellowstone Park/Gallatin Forest fire complex raged in 1988. Bob and Park 
Service Superintendent Bob Barbee received recognition for acquiring the Northern Yellowstone elk winter 
range. After retirement Bob was elected to the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) board of directors for 
two terms and was chairman of the land acquisition committee for the RMEF. He was the first government 
person, Federal or State elected to that board.  

He was elected a "Fellow" by the National Society of American Foresters in 1993. The University of Montana 
Forestry School awarded him Distinguished Alumni status in 2003.  

One of his most enjoyable occasions was to be the master of ceremonies for numerous Forest Service going 
away and retirement parties and other special events.  

Hobbies:  

Fishing was a big part of Bob's life. Bob was determined to fish 60 days a year and accomplished that for 
many years. Carol says she's heard every excuse imaginable for his late arrival home!  He can't use "had to 
look for the dog" anymore as his two beloved Westies are in dog Heaven.  

Elk hunting with friends has been retirement happiness. Also enjoyable are making turkey calls and donating 
his hard cider which are auctioned at Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation dinners.  

Gardening in his small greenhouse and very large vegetable patch with the joy of giving produce to attentive 
neighbors. Their children receive lessons on planting and harvesting produce.  



From his apple trees he makes and bottles Gibson's Hard Cider with motto "Each Sip is Better than the last.  

Carol was asked for personal memories and she tells us of a young forester wife's mistakes:  

First permanent Forest Service job was in Dillon and Bob was in the field cruising timber week after week.  
He was asked if he'd mind using his personal vehicle as Forest Service was short on units. "Of course," and I 
agreed. That left me and our baby without transportation and our used car driven on pothole roads week 
after week. Lesson learned:' Don't leave me without transportation again!  

Thrilled with assignment to Lima Ranger District which included a house. I told the Dillon grocery Clerk of our 
pending move and he said, "I've just accepted a teaching/coaching job there. I'm to contact your husband 
about continuing to use the Forest Service horse pasture for our practice field." I told him I was sure Bob 
would okay that. Bob, you said what?  The Supervisor told me that use is not to be continued," Another 
lesson: Keep my mouth shut about Forest Service business.  

Some months later a man came to our Lima door with the gift of a turkey and gave me a card with his name 
on it. Another, "You what!" from Bob. It seems that the man had trespassed grazing sheep on the forest.  
Next day Bob hightailed it to Dillon to tell the Supervisor of a gift received from a permittee and what should 
he do about it?  With twinkling eyes, the Supervisor said, "Enjoy a Thanksgiving turkey dinner this year!"  

It seems I was a slow learner then but my life with Bob has been a great ride and I love him more than ever.  

 

 



 

  

                                                           JAMES W. GIRARD 
                                 1877 - 1952  
 

 

 
 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 

1897 - 1907 Sawmills in Indiana, Wyoming, 
North Dakota 

Timber Cruiser 

1907  Anaconda Copper Co, Missoula, 
MT 

Timber Faller 

1908 - 1915 USFS - Seeley Lake District, Lolo 
NF, Seeley Lake, MT  

Timber marker/scaler/cruiser 

1915 - 1923 Northern Region, Missoula, MT Logging Engineer 
1923 - 1929 Private Lumber Company, Burns, 

OR 
Vice President 

1929 - 1941 USFS Washington D. C. Office Chief of Forest Surveys 
1941 - 1945 War Production Board Sitka Spruce Program 
1945 - 1952 Mason, Bruce & Girard Co, 

Portland, OR 
Forestry Consultant 

 
Biography 

James Walter Girard was born in 1877 at Pleasant View in Tennessee's Smokey Mountains, one of ten 
children. His formal education ended at the sixth grade. As a slender 15-year old he began work in 
Cheatham County, north of Knoxville, TN cutting white oak logs into bolts which were in turn made into 
whiskey barrel staves. For this he was paid $0.75 per day. 

When young Girard learned that he could earn $150 per month as a timber cruiser (one who measures 
standing timber) he set out to learn how to cruise timber. When an older cruiser refused to teach young 
Girard, Girard made a detailed 6-month tally of bolts, staves, and other products produced from various 
diameters and lengths of oak logs. This exhaustive study produced in 1897 what was probably only the 
second volume table ever made in the United States (the first was made by Henry S. Graves, then Dean 
of the Yale Forestry School and later Chief of the USDA Forest Service). 

Girard soon became a self-taught timber cruiser at the age of 20 years; later in his life he would become 
known as the patriarch of National Forest timber cruising. He cruised timber for several sawmills and later 
ran his own sawmill. He subsequently worked in Indiana, Wyoming, North Dakota, Idaho, and eventually 
in 1907 as a timber faller for the Anaconda Copper Mining Co. near Missoula, MT. In 1908 he became an 
employee of the newly formed US Forest Service at Seeley Lake, MT. 

Girard recognized his lack of formal education and undertook a very rigorous course of self-study of 
numerous technical and other subjects. He quickly became more than proficient in many subject areas. 

In his early Forest Service experience in the Seeley Lake area, Girard scaled logs and marked timber for 
cutting on what was at that time the largest timber sale ever made by the Forest Service - 50 million board 
feet, made to the Anaconda Copper Mining Co. Many technical foresters from Yale, Michigan, and other 



 

forestry schools were sent to the Seeley Lake sale for experience in National Forest timber sale work. 
Girard was assigned the job of training these young college graduates in marking timber and scaling logs. 

Girard excelled in all of the increasingly responsible jobs given to him by the Forest Service, and in 1915 
was promoted to logging engineer. He worked on special assignments in the Northern Rockies and the 
Pacific Northwest. On assignment to Washington, DC he rewrote the FS Timber Appraisal Manual.  In 
November, 1916 he became a member of the Society of American Foresters in Missoula, MT. 

In 1923 Girard resigned from the Forest Service to become Vice President and General Manager of a 
private lumber company in Burns, OR. In 1929 he returned to the FS, this time in Washington, DC. He 
was placed in charge of a nationwide forest survey, which was to determine national timber volume, 
harvest, growth, projected demand, etc. In this work he developed new statistical sampling methods, 
volume tables, etc. 

Girard worked on this nationwide forest survey for 12 years, until the US entered World War 11. In early 
1942 the War Production Board asked Girard to go to Alaska to find Sitka Spruce trees suitable for 
making high-grade aircraft lumber. Here again Girard established specialized technical specifications, this 
time for the use of wood for aircraft manufacture. By the end of WW II, the FS had provided 85 million 
board feet of Sitka Spruce from Alaska National Forests. 

During WW II Girard also provided technical information on several other wood species used for many 
other wartime purposes. He also surveyed the forest resources of the Dominican Republic for possible 
wartime uses. 

When Girard retired from the Forest Service with 35 years of service, he went to work in 1945 for the 
prestigious forest consulting firm of Mason and Bruce in Portland, OR. This firm changed its name to 
Mason, Bruce, and Girard and became still more prestigious. In 1948 the Chilean government asked 
Girard to survey its forest resources; many other assignments followed. 

In recognition of Girard's many outstanding contributions to the profession of forestry, both in the US and 
internationally, the Society of American Foresters elected him as fellow.  This slender Tennessee hillbilly 
lad had come a long way. 

Girard died in 1952 at the age of 75 in Portland, OR. In 1953 the Forest Service dedicated as a memorial 
to Girard a 60-acre grove of tamarack (Western Larch) trees along the Clearwater River near Seeley 
Lake, MT where Girard began his distinguished Forest Service career in 1908. This memorial Grove was 
a cooperative effort of the Intermountain Logging Conference, the Anaconda Lumber Department, the 
consulting firm of Mason, Bruce, and Girard, and retired Forest Service personnel. This site is marked 
with a memorial plaque attached to a large boulder. 
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                                      Rita Jane (Carlson) Glazebrook  
                                           1921-2014           
 

 
 

Forest Service Spouse 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1959-1969 Portland, Oregon  
1969-2003 Washington D.C.  
2003-2014 Portland, Oregon  
   
   
   

 
Biography 
 

Rita Jane (Carlson) Glazebrook peacefully passed away May 23, 2014, in 
Portland.  
Rita Jane was born Aug. 28, 1921, in a hospital in South Chicago, Ill. She was 
the third daughter of Howard and Mary Lenore Carlson of Whiting, Ind. She 
grew up with siblings, Mary Louise Ambre, Alice and Howard. Rita Jane was a 
graduate of Sacred Heart School in Whiting, Catholic Central High School in 
Hammond, Ind., and De Paul University in Chicago. At those schools, she 
edited newspapers and yearbooks and, upon completion of college, became a 
reporter and feature writer at the Gary Post Tribune of Gary, Ind.  
She also worked at the U.S. Signal Corps of the Army in Washington, D.C., in 
1945. On April 12, 1947, Rita Jane married her beloved husband, Thomas B. 
Glazebrook. Thomas worked in the U.S. Forest Service and eventually he and 
Rita moved to Oregon in 1959. Thomas passed away July 27, 2003.  

Rita Jane was a member of many organizations over the years including St. Patrick's Altar Society in 
Placerville, Calif., The U.S. Forest Service Women's Club in Washington, D.C., and Portland. After the 
retirement of her husband in 1977, the family returned to Portland where she became the editor of the two 
volumes of "Sampler of the Early Years" in which pioneer Forest Service wives told of their experiences in 
helping their husbands in the field work of the Forest Service. She also edited "Our Shower of Roses" 
published by the St. Therese of the Child Jesus Parish in Portland as a part of the parish celebration of its 
50th anniversary in 2005. She was also a member of Pi Epsilon Kappa, an Indiana Catholic Sorority, Phi 
Gamma Nu, of De Paul College of Commerce, Kappa Gamma Pi honorary society, the Forest History 
Society, the Museum of Forest Service History in Missoula, MT. 



 

  

                                      Thomas Bradford Glazebrook 
                                            1917 - 2003 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location         Position(s) 
1939 - 1940 Clearwater NF, ID Lookout 
1941 - 1942 Nevada Extension Forester Forester 
1942 – 1945 779 Engineer Forestry Company, US Army Forester 
1946 - 1949 California Timber Sales officer 
1949 - 1950 Modoc NF, CA Assistant ranger 
1950- 1953 Regional Office, San Francisco CA Timber Valuation Specialist 
1953 - 1955 Eldorado NF, CA District Ranger 
1955 - 1957 Stanislaus NF, CA Timber Staff Officer 
1957 - 1959 Chief's Office, Washington D.C. Timber Valuation Specialist 
1959 - 1966 Regional Office, Portland, OR  Regional Logging Engineer 
1966 - 1969 Regional Office, Portland, OR Timber & Watershed Management 
1969 - 1976 Chief's Office, Washington D.C. Director Watershed Management 
1977 Washington D.C. and Portland, OR Forestry Consultant 
 
 
Biography 
 

Thomas B. Glazebrook was born in Nashville, Tennessee.  He graduated from Purdue University, West 
Lafayette, Indiana, in 1939 with a bachelor's degree in Forestry, and continued his studies at the University 
of Idaho, Moscow, receiving a master's degree in Forestry in 1941.  He was a member of Sigma Phi Epsilon 
Fraternity, several honorary fraternities and the Society of American Foresters in which he was a Fellow 
(1979). Glazebrook was past-chair of the Oregon's SAF Portland Chapter.  He joined SAF in 1942. 

His long career with the USDA Forest Service began with summers as a lookout in 1939 and 1940 and a 
year as state forester in Nevada, before enlisting with the 799th Forestry Engineers Company of the Army. 
He served in Alaska, Germany and the Philippines before his discharge in 1945.  

Resuming work with the Forest Service, he was stationed on the Eldorado, Modoc, Stanislaus and Klamath 
National Forests and Region 5 headquarters before coming to Portland in 1959.  After a ten-year assignment 
in timber and watershed management, he was appointed director of Watershed Management in the national 
headquarters in Washington, D.C.  He remained in that post until his retirement in 1977.  

 



 

  

                                                         Thomas Goldenbee 
                                                                  1937-2013 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1957- Shasta National Forest, California Timber Management 
 
 
Biography 

Tom was born on May 1, 1937 in Los Angeles, CA. Tom lost his father at the 
tender age of 7.   Tom started work at 14 to help support his Mother and younger 
Brother. Always a warrior for his family. Tom's also dedicated his life's work to 
the safety of others, fighting fires, protecting lives, and property while working 
with the US Forest Service. In 1957 Tom began his career as a North Shore 
Patrolman, on Arrowhead Ranger District, advancing to Engineer, Foreman, and 
finally a Helicopter foreman. As a Hot Shot foreman, Asst. Recreation Officer, Air 
Attack, Asst. Fire Control Officer, Fire Control Officer on Cajon Ranger District, 
Fire Prevention Officer and Fire Management Officer, on the Santa Barbara 
Ranger District at Los Prietos, California, Los Padres National Forest. 
 
Tom worked on fires all over the Western United States and was the past 
President of Los Compadres, (Forest Service retiree group).Tom did many jobs 

after retiring from the US Forest Service, Driving Fire Crews in the Bus, Operated Air Tanker Bases 
contracting with the US Forest Service in Santa Barbara and Ramona, Tom enjoyed flying Air Attack and his 
time spent with the tanker pilots and fire crews.  
 
Perhaps Tom's greatest achievement and joy was the blessings he bestowed on his loving wife and family. 
He was always there for advice, help, support or just a hug. He always seemed to have what was needed 
and he will be missed. Tom is survived by his wife Roberta Goldenbee, son and daughter.   



 

  

                                                                 Howard L. Gorsuch 
                                                                                           1924-2015 
 

 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
~1940-?  Smokejumper 
1965-1977 Colville National Forest, ID  
   
   
 
 
Biography 

 
Grampa Lee Gorsuch passed away quietly at home Nov. 20 and is survived 
by his wife, Bercieve and her family; by his children from his first and second 
marriages; by one brother; several nephews and nieces and their families. 
 
Lee was born Sept. 26, 1924 and raised around the hills of Kamiah, Idaho. 
He was the fifth of a string of six Gorsuch boys who shared one older sister, 
Pearl. The youngest brother, Robert, and his wife, Doris, reside near 
Flathead Lake in Montana. 
 
About the time Lee was to graduate high school, World War II broke out. He 
joined the Army and served with distinction in the 17th Airborne Division as a 
paratrooper. He participated in the front lines of The Battle of the Bulge, was 
wounded and survived. 
 
After the war, he obtained a BS degree in Forestry at the University of Idaho 
and then started working for the Forest Service as a smoke jumper. He had 

over 50 jumps with that service. 
 
Lee finished his career with the Forest Service stationed in the Colville National Forest from 1965 to 1977, 
when he retired. 
 
Lee lived over 35 years on his tree farm property on Middle Basin Road southwest of Colville before moving 
to town for more leisurely retirement. 
 
He was a true patriarch who will be remembered fondly as "Grampa Lee." 
 
Lee's body was cremated without ceremony, at his request. He wanted his ashes to be brought back to his 
property in the Middle Basin. 
 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=176721581&affiliateID=3554
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/army/?personid=176721581&affiliateID=3554


 
 

 

  

                                                              John E. Grauman 
                                                              Unknown-2001                                                          
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
Mid-late 
1930s 

Flathead and Bitterroot, Montana CCC, Lookout 

   
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

 As an enrollee in the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), John worked with the Forest Service in the 
Flathead and Bitterroot areas of Montana in the mid to late 1930s, on various forestry projects, including 
lookout duty. His wife, Margaret, said John considered it “a very worthwhile experience.” 
During World War ll he served for 3 ½ years in the Army Air Corps with the 13rh Air Force, in the Pacific 
Theatre.  



 
 

 

  

                                                    Henry “Harry” Graves  
                                                           1871-1951 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 
Date(s) Location Position(s) 
  
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Henry “Harry” Solon Graves, the Forest Service’s second chief, was born in 
Marietta, OH, on May 3, 1871. He graduated from Yale in 1892, and then 
received his Master’s Degree in 1900. Graves, once second in command 
under Pinchot in the Division of Forestry, was the dean of Forestry at Yale. 
He was a close friend of Pinchot and one of the original seven members of 
the Society of American Foresters. 
Graves was described as strongly puritanical and no-nonsense (he frowned 
on smoking in the office and forbade whistling), yet he commanded respect 
and even affection from his staff. Graves felt the burden of trying to rebuild 
the morale that was shattered by Pinchot’s firing. 
His ten-year stint as chief of the Forest Service was characterized by a 
stabilization of the national forests, purchase of new national forests in the 
East, and a strengthening of the foundations of forestry by putting it on a 
more scientific basis. During his tenure as chief, the Forest Products 
Laboratory was established at Madison, WI; the Weeks Law was enacted in 
1922 allowing federal purchase of federal lands (mostly in the East; and the 
research branch of the Forest Service was organized.  



 
 

 

  

                                                                            Bob Gray 
                                                                                       1922-2014 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
~1942- McCloud, Mount Shasta, Fall River Falls, 

Weaverville - CA 
Firefighter 

   
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Bob was a Southerner by birth, but a Northern Californian by choice. Born in Raleigh, NC, on May 12, 1922, 
he died at home on October 21, 2014. He graduated from high school in Vidalia, LA, in a class of four. Bob 
always said that he would have been valedictorian if not for those three girls. 
Following his arrival in California, he spent one season alone on a mountaintop looking for fires, but he never 
went back to a tower. Fighting fires was a better fit for him. His positions with the US Forest Service took him 
and his family through several Northern California towns (Mount Shasta, Fall River Mills, Weaverville, 
Dunsmuir, Mount Shasta again). However, when he retired he came back to the place his career and family 
began: McCloud. 
Bob 's career could - and did - fill a book (Forests, Fires, and Wild Things), but he was much more than a 
respected and liked USFS colleague. He also committed himself to family, church, sports, nature, and 
community. Ile never ceased to wonder at the people, places, and things he encountered over his 92 years. 
He was so involved in every moment that while watching the SF Giants on television he could pay as much 
attention to the commercial between innings as he did to the baseball game! 
Stationed at the McCloud FS Compound, Bob noticed a pretty high school girl while walking to the store's 
soda fountain for ice cream. He soon got to know Betty Johnson. Her father warned her about worldly older 
guys who had seen more of the country than McCloud, and he insisted that she attend business school after 
graduating just to ensure her ability to take care of herself in case the budding relationship with Bob didn't 
work out. She never had to take that job; she married Bob on October 24, 1948, and they remained together 
for nearly 66 years. There are four Gray children, seven grandchildren, and eight great grandchildren. The 
grandchildren are particularly close cousins, because Bob and Betty's home was always the family home, 
and they regularly took the grandkids for extended periods during summers. A cross-country trip with their 
grandparents was particularly memorable. Of course, long hours in the car allowed time for conversation that 
included stories about their parents. Strangely, none of us recall things quite the same way! Bob and Betty's 
nieces and nephews also shared precious moments with their uncle and aunt. 
After retiring, Bub fulfilled a lifetime dream of building a log cabin on some property he had acquired south of 
McCloud near the confluence of Squaw Valley and Dairy Creeks. While his daughter-in-law peeled lodgepole 
pine logs with a drawknife, Bob and his son notched and stacked the logs into a structure that now has stood 
for more than 35 years. He wanted the house to look like the rustic shelters he had seen in the woods, and 



he succeeded. While Betty stood by with a bucket of water and fire extinguisher at hand, he pulled the 
electrical main switch. No sparks, so they moved in. Subsequent electricians always marvel at the ingenuity 
of Rob's engineering. 
Sports were always important in the Gray's home, and he could play about any game adequately. In fact, an 
early USFS appointment resulted from his answer, "Yes, 1 can play softball and pitch a little." "Good; you're 
coming with me to Bartle," the supervisor replied. The Southern boy even learned to ski. During his first 
winter as a full time USFS employee, Bob was handed a pair of skis and told that the next day he was going 
on a 20-mile snow survey at Stouts Meadow. After an afternoon practicing on the compound grounds, he 
went skiing for his first time. His technique never got much better, but he did ski alongside his children, who 
learned more conventional methods at the old Mount Shasta Ski Bowl. He and Betty have probably seen 
more high school basketball games than anybody else in Siskiyou County. In his So's he even made the trip 
to Tule lake to watch his son referee a game. 
Bob held strong personal religious beliefs. He was a "hybrid" (i.e., Baptist/ Methodist/Presbyterian); however, 
he never forced his beliefs on others. Religiously, he let his walking do his talking. 
Bob and Betty volunteered regularly at the Heritage Junction Museum. Their combined knowledge of the 
community and the museum's holdings enhanced many visitors' experience while visiting McCloud. Many 
"regulars " learned their schedule and sought to return on their days. 



 
 

 

  

                                                           Arthur W. Greeley 
                                                                   1912-2004 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1935 - 1938 Clarkia Ranger Station, St. Joe National Junior Forester, District Ranger 
 Forest - Idaho  
1938 - 1942 Kootenai National Forest Forester - Timber Sales 
1942 - 1943 Custer National Forest Assistant Forest Supervisor 
1943 - 1944 Coeur d'Alene National Forest Assistant Forest Supervisor 
1944 - 1947 Washington Office Timber Management 
1947 - 1951 Lassen National Forests Forest Supervisor 
1951 - 1953 Pacific Northwest Forest and Range 

Experiment Station 
Assistant to the Director 

1953 - 1956 Alaska Region Regional Forester 
1956 - 1959 North Central Region - Milwaukee, Wis. Regional Forester 
1959- 1962 Washington Office Assistant Chief 
1962 - 1966 Washington Office Deputy Chief 
1966 - 1971 Washington Office Associate Chief 
 
Biography 
 

Arthur W. Greeley, was born in Tacoma Park, Maryland August 1, 1912. His 
father, William B. Greeley - was Chief of the U.S. Forest Service from 1920-1928. 
The Creeley family moved to Seattle Washington in 1928, where Art completed 
high school and enrolled in the University of Washington's College of Forestry. 
While attend ing the College of Forestry at the University of Washington, Art 
worked as a lookout during the summers and earned his BS Degree in Forestry 
June of 1934. He then attended Yale University where he received his Masters 
Degree in 1935.  Following graduation, he began his Forest Service career on the 
Clarkia Ranger Station on what was then the St. Joe National Forest in Idaho; then 
worked on other National Forests in Region One.  Art Greeley and his wife Anne, a 
schoolteacher, were married June 18, 1 938.  After additional assignments on 

National Forests in Region, Art was assigned to the Washington Office in 1944 and later became Forest 
Supervisor of the Lasse n National Forest in California. Art then became Director of the Pacific Northwest 
Forest and Range Experiment Station in Portland, Oregon until he was transferred to Alaska. 
Art Greeley's assignment with the U. S. Forest Service in Alaska began when he moved to Juneau from the 
Pacific North west Forest and Range Experiment Station early in 1953, replacing Regional Forester B. Frank 
Heintzelman who was appointed Alaska's Territorial Governor by President Dwight Eisenhower. 
Art Greeley was Alaska Regional Forester from 1953 to 1956, moving from Juneau, Alaska to Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin early in 1956 after Art and Anne Greeley's daughter Margaret died as the result of injuries 
received in a tragic snow sledding accident in Juneau in December 1955.  Art Greeley was appointed 



Regional Forester in the North Central Region (Region 9). P. D. Hanson, the Regional Forester in Missoula 
replaced Art Greeley in Alaska. 
Art Greeley was the Regional Forester in Alaska during a period of transition. The completion of the 
Ketchikan Pulp Company in 1953, the development of road transportation system plans and the award of the 
Region's 2nd long-term Alaska Pulp Company Sale (to Japanese interests) occurred  during Greeley's 
tenure. Region Ten's timber sale harvest was 60 million feet in 1952 and was 200 million feet in 1956 and 
rose to 500 million feet by the end of the decade. 
During Art Greeley's tenure as Regional Forester, he began the diversification of professional and support 
staff, bringing in more wildlife, fisheries and recreation professional expertise. Art Greeley had a keen sense 
of history emphasizing long- range plans and the need to resolve Alaska Native Land claims. 
After serving as Regional Forester for Region Nine in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Art became Deputy Chief and 
then Associate Chief of the U. S. Forest Service in Washington, DC. 
Art then took early retirement in 1971 to start a second career as a Methodist Minister. He graduated from 
Wesley Theological Seminary and was Associate Pastor at Chevy Chase United Methodist Church in 
Maryland from 1973-1982. 
Art Greeley was always a man of deep faith, very active in his church and in community affairs.   Art 
Greeley's positive outlook and integrity earned the admiration of the community at large as well as the Forest 
Service family. The tragic accident and death of his daughter in Alaska significantly influenced his decision to 
leave Alaska and the Forest Service to enter the ministry. 
Art Greeley was an outstanding and compassionate Forest Service leader and an effective advocate for the 
various missions of the United States Forest Service. He also was always an effective communicator and 
leader in the various communities in which he lived. And after entering the ministry, continued to serve with 
great distinction as a pastor, counselor and spiritual leader bringing great joy and God's love to the 
thousands of people whose lives he touched. He was a member and president of the Order of St. Luke from 
1978 until his death. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

  

                                            William Buckhorse Greeley 
                                                   1879-1955                      
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1904 Washington, D.C. Asst. Chief, Silviculture 
1920-1928 Washington, D.C. Chief, U.S. Forest Service 
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

 William Buckhorse Greeley, the third chief of the Forest Service, ws born in 
Oswego, NY, on September 6, 1879. He graduated from the University of CA in 
1901 and from the Yale Forest School three years later. 
After starting with the Bureau of Forestry in 1904, he quickly was promoted 
through a variety of Forest Service positions to the Washington Office as 
assistant chief in charge of silviculture. 
After Greeley was appointed chief, he faced a number of challenges, including 
the acquisition of new national forests east of the Mississippi River; making 
cooperative agreements with private, state, and other federal agencies a 
standard feature of Forest Service management; fighting renewed efforts to 
place the Forest Service back into the Department of Interior; and “blocking up” 
the national forests (exchange or purchase of lands inside or near the forest 
boundaries to simplify management.) 
This was also the time, during the “roaring twenties,” when prosperity brought 
about tremendous growth in recreation on the national forests- which led to the 

need to develop and improve roads for automobile use, campgrounds for forest visitors, and summer home 
sites for semi-permanent users. 



 

  

                                                                    Lisle R. Green 
                                                                             1918-1997 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1948 - 1953 San Juaquin Experimental Range near Fresno, 

CA 
Scientist 

1953 - 1960 Cal Poly University, San Luis Obispo, CA Associate Professor 
1960 - 1980 Riverside Fire Laboratory, Riverside CA Research Team Leader 
 
 
Biography 
 

Lisle's professional career in range management and forestry spanned 
three and one half decades. He joined the Forest Service in 1948 after 
earning a Master's Degree in Range Management from Utah State 
University. He first worked as a scientist at the Forest Service's San 
Juaquin Experimental Range near Fresno, California. 

He left the Forest Service after seven years to become an associate 
professor at Cal Poly University in San Luis Obispo, California. Lisle 
returned to the Forest Service in 1960 and helped open the then brand 
new Riverside Fire Laboratory in the fall of 1963.  He continued at the fire 
lab as a research team leader and scientist until he retired in 1980 after 34 
years of dedicated service.  Even after retirement, Lisle continued to work 
part time to complete several research publications that he had started. 

Scientists came from a wide area to study his research and he was known 
around the world as "Mr. Fuel Break". Fuel breaks are belts of modified 

vegetation placed at strategic locations in forests or brush lands to stop the spread of potential wildfire. 

Lisle and his team sought the most practical and economic use of herbicides, mechanical methods and by 
planting low growing or slow burning vegetation. He even used goats to browse the fuel breaks. The 
government being what it is, Lisle had to fill out property loss reports when a coyote ate one of his goats. He 
and his team studied vegetation from throughout the world to find plants that would grow successfully in the 
hot, dry California climate, yet stop the spread of fires.  He received seed from places as far away as Israel 
and Australia. His test plantings extended throughout California. 

In an environment where a scientist must publish or perish, Lisle was outstandingly productive. He wrote or 
co-authored more than 30 research publications.  These include Experiment Station research papers, 
scientific journal articles and chapters in books.  Lisle wrote a major U. S. Department of Agriculture 
handbook that is widely used as a guide in range management.  Besides his research, he helped control 
many wildfires. His specialty was analyzing weather and vegetation factors in order to predict the behavior of 
the fire and determine the way it would spread. 

Lisle left us with a unique legacy. The legacy consists of thousands of acres of forestland that lives and 
exists today because of his research. 



Lisle donated several artifacts to the Harvey Mack Historical collection then located on the Cleveland 
National Forest.  The Primer and Woodsman's Handbook was the oldest documents in the collection. Also 
donated were Forest Service ties, a real find as no one else has come up with even one, shirt, pants and an 
Ike Jacket.  A pencil & penholder with the five "leaf" symbol the FS once used.  

Lisle and Winifred had been married for 50 years.  

 



 

  

                                                                    Max C. Green 
                                                                              1921 – 2011 

 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1943 - 1946 U.S. Army Air Corps Staff Sergeant 
1946 -  California Forest Staff Officer 
 Utah Forest Staff Officer 
 Idaho District Forest Ranger 
 Utah District Forest Ranger 
1967 - 1978 Missoula, Forest Service Region I Director of Range Management 
   
   
 
Biography 

 
Max C. Green passed away Thursday, June 14, 2011, at his home in Missoula 
incident to age and pulmonary cancer.   

He was born at the family home at West Weber, Utah on August 13, 1921 to 
Ammon Green and Nellie Hicks Green. His early years were spent at West 
Weber until the family moved to Clearfield, Utah in 1933. 

Max graduated from Davis County High School in 1939 and earned a 
bachelor's degree in forestry (range management major) from Utah State 
University in 1943. 

Beginning immediately after college graduation, he spent three years in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps, 8th Weather Squadron, attaining the rank of staff 
sergeant.   

He married Shirley Ann Ring on January 20, 1946, at Grace Episcopal Church 
in Manchester, New Hampshire.   

Shortly after their marriage, Max and Shirley moved to Utah, where he began 
his career with the U.S. Forest Service.  His assignments included district forest ranger in Utah and Idaho, 
forest staff officer responsible for range management and other resource activities in California and Utah, 
and member of the Forest Service Internal Audit Staff, Washington, D.C., with the duty station at Portland, 
Oregon. Max served his final 11 years as assistant to the director of range management, Forest Service 
Region I, Missoula; retiring in 1978 at the completion of 35 years as a federal employee. On February 15, 
1976, he was awarded the USDA Certificate of Merit for several years of exceptional performance in the 
Range Management Staff Group.  

Following retirement, he and Shirley enjoyed extensive travel throughout the United States, Canada and 
Mexico with shorter visits to European countries and the Caribbean islands. Max enjoyed association with 
family, the physical and social benefits of health club activities, reading and TV sports.  

He is survived by his loving wife Shirley, one daughter, two sons, five grandchildren, and one great 
grandson.   



 

  

                                                   Charles Fredrick (Fred) Groom 
                                                   1883-1954 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1911 - 1919 Dale Ranger District, Umatilla, NF, OR District Ranger 
1919 - 1923 Sumpter Ranger District, Whitman NF, OR District Ranger 
1923 - 1924 Heppner Ranger District, Umatilla NF, OR District Ranger 
1923 - 1926 Walla Walla Ranger District, Umatilla National Forest, 

OR 
District Ranger 

 
Biography 
 

Fred was born in Summit Oregon, a small town near Corvallis.  
Fred and Etta Estes were married in 1911.  One son, Jack I. 
Groom, was born of this marriage. 

Fred worked hard to prepare himself for the Ranger's 
examination that was given in the fall of 1911. The test was 
largely designed to determine whether or not the applicant 
would be able to cope with the outdoor life of a Forest Ranger.  
It required a good knowledge of handling horses, and to 
identify different trees and shrubs.  There were also some 
more technical questions, such as knowing how to survey land 
and determine acreages, and how to measure trees and 
determine their volume of wood as well.  Thirteen would-be 
rangers took the test at the Supervisor's office in Sumpter. 
Most of them were local men like Fred, but three of them were 
graduates of some eastern forestry school.  Fred loved to tell 
about this examination that turned out to be fairly easy for him. 

From a stack of wood with each piece numbered, the men 
being tested were asked to identify each piece giving the 
correct common and scientific name of the tree. These pieces 
of wood were from local trees which Fred had been cutting for 
as long as he could remember, so he just took up the piece of 
wood, looked at it and smelled it, then wrote down the correct 
answers.  The three men from a different part of the U.S. being 
unfamiliar with local trees used skills learned at college.  Fred 
watched in amazement as each took out a pocketknife and a 

small magnifying glass and carefully examined the cell structure of each piece of wood. 

The same three men asked to be last to be tested when it came time to show their ability in handling horses 
so they could observe each of the local men.  All of the groceries, bedding, saddles, and other riding items 
for one man to use during the test were in a stack at the starting place, and horses were led in for the rider to 
use. Each man was to saddle the riding horse and the pack horse, load up the groceries and bedding, then 
gallop both horses about a quarter of a mile down the lane and back, and unpack all of it. The examiners 



would then carefully check the condition of the groceries to see if any eggs had been broken or if any items 
were missing. 

Fred volunteered to be first, and since he had been doing this kind of thing for years, he did it quickly with 
perfect results. The other local men did very well also, but when the inexperienced out-of-state men tried, the 
result was that groceries were scattered the full length of the lane. Fred thought it was the funniest thing he 
had ever seen.  It had been rumored that many years later unopened cans of food could be found in the 
brush alongside this lane. There is no record as to how many of this group passed the examination. 

Fred was first assigned to the Dale Ranger Station, 10 miles south of Ukiah, OR.  His pay was $75 a month.  
The family lived in a tent at the Dale Station.  Etta could pack a horse better, with a diamond hitch, than most 
men.  They lived at the Tupper Ranger Station, 40 miles south of Heppner OR.   

An early project was building a telephone line from Dale to Sumpter.  Etta was a great help to him in this 
work.  A day on the trail for them went something like this. At daybreak Fred got three horses and brought 
them back to camp.  In the meantime Etta had breakfast ready, and as soon as he had eaten, he went on 
ahead to work on the line.  After Etta had done the dishes, and had everything packed, including a lunch to 
be eaten along the trail, she packed the horses and then rode up to where Fred was and helped him with 
the work.  About 3 o'clock in the afternoon, Etta rode on ahead to a good camping place, unpacked the 
horses and cooked dinner over a campfire, having it ready for Fred when he got there.  After dinner Fred 
took the horses out to a place where they could be left for the night, and when he got back the dishes were 
done, and it was time to go to bed.  Etta accomplished all these tasks while caring for her infant son.  



 

  

                                                            Jack I Groom 
                                                            1912- 
                                                            Jamette D. Groom 
                                                            1908-2003 
                                                                     

 

 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1930 - 1934 Dixie Butte, Whitman National Forest Lookout and Fire Dispatcher 
1935 Canyon Creek Civilian Conservation Corps Camp, 

Malheur National Forest, John Day, OR 
Forester / CCC Foreman 

1935 - 1936 Skykomish Civilian Conservation Corps Camp, 
Snoqualmie National Forest, WA 

Forester / CCC Foreman 

1936 - 1939 Unity Ranger District, Whitman National Forest, OR District Ranger 
1939 - 1941 Touchet Ranger District, Umatilla National Forest, 

Dayton, OR 
District Ranger 

1941 - 1944 Paisley Ranger District, Fremont National Forest, 
Paisley OR 

District Ranger 

1944 - 1949 Warner Ranger District, Fremont National Forest, 
Lakeview OR 

District Ranger 

1949 - 1958 Fremont National Forest, Lakeview OR Staff Officer / Assistant Forest 
Supervisor 

1958 - 1960 Pacific Northwest Regional (6) Office, Portland, OR  Lands Department - Special Uses 
1960 - 1967 Pacific Northwest Regional (6) Office, Portland, OR Branch Chief, Minerals 

Management 
1950-1969 
(Jamette) 

Pacific Northwest Regional (6) Office, Portland, OR Legal Secretary 

 
Biography 
 

Jack I. Groom was born at the Dale Ranger Station on the Umatilla National 
Forest.  His father, Charles Fredrick Groom, was District Ranger.  He attended 
the University of Washington for one year and then the University of Idaho.  He 
graduated in 1935 from the University of Idaho with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in forestry.  Jack Married Ruby Case in 1936.  They had two children - 
James Allan and Jo Anne.  

He started his Forest Service career with a temporary appointment as a 
forester.  He was assigned to the Canyon Creek CCC camp on the Malheur.  
Jack received word that he has passed the Civil Service Examination.  The 
exam was very difficult and he was unsure if he had passed the exam.  Passing 
the exam meant receiving a permanent appointment with the Forest Service.  
His annual salary was $2,000 without any tax deductions. 

One of Jack's first jobs was studying the effectiveness of lookout fire reporting in 
obtaining better coverage from lookout stations.  Studying each lookout's visibility 
and finding areas where the forest needed better coverage in locating fires while 
small, required a lot of travel so he drove his car and camped out under the stars.  

Jack & Jamette 
1969 



Often he would have to climb to the top of a tree to determine what could be seen from that certain point.  As 
a result of this study, two new lookout stations were constructed a few years later.  

A 6-week training school for rangers and prospective rangers was held at the Wind River Training Center 
east of Vancouver, Washington, on the Gifford Pinchot National Forest during the fall of 1937.  It was clear 
that performance at this session and a final interview with Chief of Personnel, Mr. Hodson, could decide 
their future with the Forest Service.  Word was passed around that if anyone "goofed up" during this school 
that he would be shipped to the Fremont Forest.  Bill Harryman was Supervisor on the Fremont and was 
supposed to be capable of making or breaking a man in short order!  His hobby was the study of psychology 
and enjoyed practicing on employees. Jack assumed that he was getting along all right at this training 
school and never gave the Fremont another thought until several years later. 

Moving to a new home is always a challenge for Forest Service employees.  Such was the case in the early 
1940s when transfers-of-station were done differently.  Jack and Ruby moved their furniture from Dayton OR 
to Paisley OR in a large open Forest Service fire truck sent from Portland.  Most transfers were handled this 
way and probably saved the Governmental a lot of money.  But from the transferees' standpoint, it was not 
all that good since the only protection from the elements while traveling was a canvas cover, not to mention 
that there was no kind of insurance.  Only one piece of furniture was broken on this move. 

On the Warner District of the Fremont, timber sales and land exchanges were by far the heaviest part of the 
workload.  One year while Jack was ranger they set a record by marking and cutting well over 100 million 
board feet of timber.  Many districts on the west side of the Cascades cut larger amounts, but for an 
eastside pine forest, this was a record cut requiring large numbers of man-hours to mark and scale the 
timber.  On these sales they had to mark every tree to be cut and scale the volume of wood in each log after 
ft was cut down.  On land exchanges every tree they wanted to save was marked because these became 
the property of the Government after the exchange was completed.  Then it was necessary to check the 
operation of the sale often and to mark out the location of all logging roads as well as supervise their 
construction.  Jack had a fairly good-sized staff headed by a timber management assistant in order to 
handle this job, but even then it was necessary to borrow help from other districts or from the Supervisor's 
office.  Some of the logging operators were easier to get along with than others, sometimes allowing falters 
and skidding crews to damage young trees, or constructing roads without proper drainage, often due to 
carelessness. 

The Warner District fire control workload required considerable time but the fire control assistant, Jake 
Harris, did a good job of handling most of this, except on large project fires that occurred occasionally.  It 
was still war years when Jack transferred to Lakeview, and the lookout positions were filled by women, 
several of them married to service men and wanting to be part of the war effort while their husbands were 
overseas.  Many of these ladies were the best lookouts we ever had.  One lady had two small children and 
was assigned to a lookout, which was built on top of a 40-foot tower.  We put wire netting all around the 
walkway outside the house as a safeguard for the children. 

Moving to the Fremont Supervisors Staff position meant moving from the second floor to the third floor.  
Jack's assumed responsibilities for fire control, recreation, special uses and at times engineering.  In 1958, 
Arnold Standing, Chief of Personnel Management in R6, made a scheduled inspection of the Fremont 
Forest.  One of the questions he asked Jack was how long he had been on the Fremont.  When he said it 
was his 17th year, Standing said, 'Ye gods, we have to do something about that.'  Usually a Forester was 
not left in one place for that length of time.  Not long after the inspection was completed, Jack got a call 
from Frank Folsom, Division Chief of Recreation in the Regional Office in Portland, asking Jack to come for 
an interview.  Frank offered Jack a staff position in the Division of Recreation in charge of Special Uses 
throughout R6.  

From 1941 to 1958 Jack served under six Forest Supervisors on the Fremont - Bill Harryman, Ed Cliff, 
Larry Mays, Merle Lowden, John McDonald and Clayton Weaver. 

In 1967 Jack retired from the Forest Service as Branch Chief for Minerals Management.  He and Ruby set off 
on a long trip to the Worlds Fair in Montreal Canada and the east coast.  Unfortunately Ruby died in 
November 1967.  

 In 1969 Jack and Jamette Duncan Roberts were married.  Jamette had worked 19 years as a legal 
secretary in the Regional Office in Portland. She was born in Oregon.  Her father, James Walter Duncan, 



after retiring had a large part in the wood finishing done at Timberline Lodge on Mount Hood.  In 1928 she 
married Wilton Albert Roberts.  They had two children - Carol Anne and Wilton (Bud).  Wilton was employed 
by the Forest Service and became MT Hood Forest engineer.  Wilton died in 1963.   

They have spent the years since traveling widely, mostly with their camper trailer, and living in Arizona and 
southern California.  



 

  

                                                   Edmund Albert Gorsch 
                                                          1926-2013 

 

 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1947 California Department of Forestry Seasonal Firefighter 
1948 Covelo RD, Mendocino National Forest Region 5 Fire Prevention Aid & Lookout 
1953 Covelo RD, Mendocino National Forest Region 5 Eel River Fire Team 
1956 Paskenta RD Mendocino National Forest Region 5 Timber Stand Improvement Crew 
1957 Covelo RD, Mendocino National Forest Region 5 Helicopter Crew 
1914 Stonyford RD, MNF  District Fire Control Officer 
1972 Eldorado National Forest Region 5 Fire Dispatcher 
1981  Retired  
 
Biography 
 

After a long, happy life full of outdoor adventures Ed "the Grouch" Grosch 
succumbed to melanoma surrounded by his family. Born at home in 
Fairfax, Calif., to Edmund and Margaret Grosch, he was a survivor of 
childhood polio. He had vivid recollections of watching the Golden Gate 
Bridge construction while on the ferry to and from his polio treatments in 
San Francisco. The treatments were successful, allowing him to join first 
the California Department of Forestry then the U.S. Forest Service in 1950, 
fighting fires and operating a pack mule train. During that time, there were 
virtually no roads in the Mendocino National Forest and the mules were 
used to carry supplies for lookout construction.  

Living in Covelo, CA, and then Stonyford, CA, Ed quickly shook off his 
upbringing in Marin County and San Francisco to become a true 
woodsman. He transferred to the Eldorado National Forest in 1972 and 
retired in 1981. In addition to his love of hunting, fishing and all outdoor 

activities, he was a Mason for 59 years, achieving Grand Master status and a Hiram Award. He was a 
member of the EI Dorado Gem and Mineral Society, SIRs, the Retired Forest Service Employees and he 
was a Master Gardener. Married for 52 years, he is survived by his wife and angel, Karen Grosch; 
daughters, Melinda Grosch of Santa Rosa and Elizabeth Zacharias C Lewis); and granddaughter, Ellery 
Zacharias; of Placerville. 

Ed was born in Fairfax, northern California, and grew up attending High School in San Francisco. He loved 
the nearby forest areas in the coastal mountains and as a youngster, hunted deer in the Mendocino NF with 
his family. He was a survivor of childhood polio. He had vivid recollections of watching the Golden Gate 
Bridge construction while on the ferry to and from his polio treatments in San Francisco. The treatments were 
successful, allowing him to pursue and active life.  



Ed's early family trips to the forest provided him with contacts with the "Forest Rangers" and he developed a 
strong interest in joining their ranks. He started his working career on ranches near Covelo, CA fine tuning 
his livestock handling skills. In 1947 he took a seasonal firefighting job with the California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection. He continued to search for and did find his first job with the Forest Service in 
1948 at the Covelo Ranger District, Mendocino NF as a Fire Prevention Aid and Lookout. Ed's early work 
took him to the rugged backcountry of the upper Middle Eel River via 30 miles of trails through Hell Hole 
Canyon, Osborn, Indian Dick and the Hammer Horn Lookout. He learned that he was expected to know how 
and build trails, fight fires, repair bridges, do carpentry work, rescue lost people, cook and care for mules and 
a horse. Most of his work was a one-man "show," work days were 12 or more hours.  

Typically, he would get his seasonal pack of food, tools, livestock and clothes together and leave the ranger 
station in June to begin a two to three-month adventure in the wilderness. His food supplies would last him 
the summer so he had little reason to come out of the backcountry until the fire season ended. His job 
required a skilled all around self-reliant hard worker. He filled that bill and then some!  

Ed told one story about a fighting a backcountry lightening caused fire where a large tree crown and bole 
were burning. He fireproofed the area around the tree, got out his "ribbon saw" and skillfully made an 
undercut using a flexible pole to pull the saw back after he pulled it across the tree bole. He completed the 
back cut and the tree fell. He extinguished the fire just as four smokejumpers parachuted in to assist him. He 
thought that was nonsense and too costly.  

Ed's radio kept him in contact with the forest activities through the Fire Lookout Relays so that he could know 
when fires in his area needed his attention and when visitors were coming his way. He received his 
permanent appointment in 1953, and became the Eel River Fire Prevention Patrolman. He was called for 
many off forest fires and was appreciated by all that worked with him for his skills and hard work. Ed kept a 
good diary of many of his backcountry experiences. Those are deposited with the National Museum of Forest 
Service History in Missoula.  

In 1956 he became the foreman of the Timber Stand Improvement crew for the Paskenta Ranger District and 
in 1957 he was back at the Covelo center involved with a helicopter fire crew. Ed enjoyed returning to San 
Francisco after fire season ended. The San Francisco Chronicle newspaper reported on one of his trips -It 
seems that Ed had been held up by gunpoint demanding all his money. Ed responded with a hell no! and 
took after the bandit, taking his gun and holding him until the police arrived. When questioned about the 
encounter, Ed responded - "I had just cashed those checks from all the summers work and nobody was 
going to take that money." Ed was known as a quiet, unassuming person, but on occasion, he could and did 
meet challenges.  

Ed and his wife Karen moved to Stonyford, CA in 1961 where Ed became the Ranger District FCO. Two 
daughters were added to the family, Melinda and Elizabeth. In 1972 Ed was selected for the Fire Dispatcher 
assignment on the Eldorado NF in Placerville. He completed a distinguished career there and retired in 1981.  
 

 

 



 

  

Charles (Chuck) Goudey 
                             1936 - 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1958- 1960  

 
Soil Conservation Service, USDA, Modoc and 
Lassen Counties, Alturas, CA   

Soil survey team member  
 

1960-1964  US Navy Aviation   Air Intelligence Officer 
1964-1967  

 
Soil Conservation Service, USDA, Yolo County, 
Woodland, CA  

Soil survey team member 

1967-1970  Soil Conservation Service, USDA, Nevada County, 
Grass Valley, CA; Placer County, Auburn, CA; and 
Cooperative SCS-FS Lake Tahoe Basin Soil 
Survey  

Soil survey team member 

1970-1978 Tahoe National Forest, Forest Service, USDA, 
Nevada City, CA 

Forest Soil Scientist 

1978-1994 Pacific Southwest Region-5, Watershed 
Management Division, Forest Service, USDA, San 
Francisco, CA 

Regional Soil Scientist 

1994  Retired  
 
  
Biography 

 
Chuck was born in October 1936 in Los Angeles, California, to Raymond and 
Gladys Goudey. He graduated from Coachella Valley Union High School in 1954 
and in 1958 he received a BS degree in Crop Production from California State 
Polytechnic University, Pomona, CA.  
 
Chuck's early career as a federal employee began with the Soil Conservation 
Service (SCS) (name changed to Natural Resource Conservation Service in 
1994) and military time as an air intelligence officer in a US Naval air 
reconnaissance squadron.   
 
While in the SCS he mapped soils in the Modoc, Lassen, Yolo, Nevada and 
Placer Counties of California.  He was a SCS survey team member during the 

Cooperative SCS-FS Lake Tahoe Basin Area Soil Survey where he became interested in a transfer to the 
Forest Service. 
 
Chuck joined the Forest Service in 1970 as the lead soil scientist for the Soil Resource Inventory (SRI) of the 
Tahoe National Forest.  While there he developed a stereoscopic table to accurately transfer soil map units 
from aerial photographs to topographic maps.  
 
Chuck became Region 5, Regional Soil Scientist in 1978 and served in that position until his retirement in 
1994. His job was directing the field mapping and quality control reviews of the soil mapping on National 
Forests in Region 5, which had begun with the 1961 National Cooperative Agreement between the SCS and 
the FS.  With that national agreement the SCS, who had the responsibility from Congress of mapping soils in 
the United States, authorized the job of field mapping the National Forests to the FS.  However, the SCS 



retained the responsibility to review the mapping to ensure that National Soil Survey Standards were met.  
Chuck became mapping program director for Region 5 at the time when several National Forests were 
completing their field mapping and were ready for the final review by the SCS California State office.   Chuck 
coordinated the scheduling of reviews and assisted in the field reviews of the mapping on aerial photos, soil 
description records, collecting soil samples for laboratory analysis and the drafting of SRI reports.  After the 
SCS acceptance of the mapping, his work included final review of individual National Forest SRI reports, 
arranging for the transfer of aerial photo soil mapping to topographic maps, report printing and distribution of 
the SRI reports.  During his sixteen years as Regional Soil Scientist he directed the completion of 16 of the 
18 National Forests Cooperative Soil Surveys in the Pacific Southwest Region-5.  Chuck and the National 
Resource Conservation Service State Soil Scientist compiled and edited the Ecological Unit (Subsections) 
map of California. 
 
As Regional Soil Scientist, Chuck’s responsibilities also included overseeing Soil Management Services 
(SMS) on National Forests in the region.  SMS provide soil information for land management decisions 
in Environmental Analysis Reports, National Forest Plans and Ranger District projects. He provided 
guidance for developing soil productivity/quality standards and standards for prescribing land use 
techniques needed to control soil erosion and soil compaction caused by various land use 
activities.  Chuck established cooperative agreements with Pacific Southwest Forest Service 
Research Station to study the effects of timber harvesting on long-term soil productivity.  Significant 
findings resulting from these studies are being used throughout the United States to this day.  
 
Chuck also oversaw Region 5’s Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation (BAER) program for 
reducing and controlling soil erosion and flooding related to wildfires. He organized teams to 
develop survey and analysis procedure handbooks for burned areas and for recommending 
emergency restoration projects to prevent soil erosion, flooding and further resource damage after 
wildfires.  These procedures were adopted by the Washington Office and are currently being used 
nationwide in the Forest Service. 
 
Chuck and his wife, Linda, live in Sonoma, CA.  They have a 
small acreage where they grow many varieties of fruit trees 
and a large garden.  Chuck also restores vintage autos.  A 
recent prize-winning restoration is their 1929 Model A Huckster 
farm produce delivery truck shown here. 
 
 



 

  

                                                    John Robert Grosvenor 
                                                           1935-2009 

 
 
 
 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1959-1998 Forest Service Regional Office Region 5 Regional Architect 
   
Biography 

 
John was born in Alhambra California, and enjoyed his early life in southern 
California.  However, once he came to Berkeley to attend Cal, he swore never 
to return to the southern part of California.  He graduated from the University of 
California with a degree in Architecture in 1959.  He went to work for the Forest 
Service in the Regional Office, Region Five in San Francisco.  He worked forty 
years as the Regional Architect, and was in the enviable position of never 
having to move or change jobs over his entire career.   
 
John attended Cal’s last rose Bowl appearance in 1959, when a ticket cost 
$2.75.  He waited impatiently for Cal to return to the Rose Bowl, to no avail.  A 
few weeks before his death, he said: “Maybe this will be Cal’s year.”  
 
John designed a host of Forest Service building around the region, and his real 

passion was the preservation of historic Forest service building in California, and in other regions of the 
country.  After his retirement in 1998, he established his own consulting business, aimed at restoring historic 
buildings in California,   
 
John took a lot of pride in his architectural designs, but one that stood out in his mind was the Stream Profile 
Chamber located in the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit.  It stands as a one-of-kind experience at the 
Visitor’s Center, allowing visitors to be eyeball to eyeball with native trout and Salmon along Taylor Creek, 
between Fallen Leaf Lake, and Lake Tahoe.   
 
Upon his retirement, John took on the task of Editor for the Pacific Southwest FSX Club News.   



 
 

 

  

                                         Frederick Williamson Grover 
                                               1907-1998                      
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1930 - 1932 Trinity National Forest, Hayfork District Assistant Ranger 
1932 - 1934 Trinity National Forest, Big Bar District Ranger 
1934 - 1935 Trinity National Forest, Upper Trinity 

District 
Ranger 

1935 - 1936 Klamath National Forest Timber & Lands 
1936 - 1944 California Region Recreation & Lands 
1944 - 1970 Washington Office Division of Lands 
 
Biography 
 

Graduated from the University of California, Berkeley, California with a degree in Forestry. 
  
January 1930: Passed Forest Ranger Examination  
June 1930: Passed Junior Forester Examination 
June 1930: Appointed Assistant Ranger, Hayfork District, Trinity National Forest 
July 1930:  Junior Forester 
May 1932: District Ranger, Big Bar District, Trinity National Forest 
May 1934: District Ranger, Upper Trinity District, Trinity National Forest 
April 1935: Technical Assistant, Forest Supervisor's Staff, Klamath National Forest (Timber & Lands) 
November 1936: Regional Office, California Region, Division of Recreation and Lands (Staff, Land Planning-
Land Exchange) 
September 1944: Washington Office, Forest Service, Secretary of the National Forest Reservation 
Commission, Acting Chief, Division of Land Acquisition 
November 1936: Chief, Division of Land Acquisition 
January 1958: Chief, Division of Land Classification 
July 1958-February 1959: Acting Assistant Chief, Forest Service, Assistant Chief for Lands  
January 1970: Retired as Director, Division of Land Classification 



 
 

 

  

                                                                     Bruce Groves 
                                                                               Unknown 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

 A “forester’s forester” Bruce worked with the U.S. Forest Service for more than 30 years. He passed away at 
age 97 in Boise, Idaho.  



 

  

                                                            Fred W. Haeussler  
                                                                    1932-2011  
                                                            Carol Haeussler                     

 
 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1957 - 1959 Walterboro, SC Conservation Forester 
1959 - 196 Okefenokee Forest, GA Forester 
1960 - 1965 Okefenokee Forest, Folkston, GA Assistant Forest Supervisor 
1965 - 1966 Suwanee Forest, Homerville, GA Forest Supervisor 
1966 - 1968 Chapman Forest, Chapman Alabama Forest Supervisor 
1968 – 1971 Alabama Woodlands Division, Montgomery, Alabama Superintendent 
1971 - 1974 Alabama Woodlands Division, Montgomery, Alabama Manager 
1974 – 1976 Woodlands Division, Savannah, GA Staff Forester 
1976 -     Environmental Protection Dept., Savannah, GA Assistant Director 
1976 - 1979 Land Use & Forest Practices, Corporate Office of 

Environmental Affairs 
Manager 

1979 - 1989 Savannah Woodlands Region Land Manager 
1989 – 1995 Land Resources, Woodlands Division, Savannah, GA Land Agent 
 
Biography 

Fred W. Haeussler attended the University of Georgia 
and graduated with a BSF degree in Forestry in 1954.  
He received a Masters of Forestry degree from Duke 
University in 1955. 
 
Since 1950 Fred Haeussler has promoted professional 
forestry and science based management of Federal, 
State, industry and international forest lands. Fred was 
President of the Society of American Foresters in 1985.  
He was elected a fellow in 1979.  He is a member of the 
Georgia and Alabama Forestry Hall of Fame. 
 
Fred was a summer employee of the Forest Service 
during his college years.  He worked as a crew chief on 
an oak wilt study for Dr. George Hepting, Director of the 
Southeastern Forest Experiment Station. Fred served 

on the Advisory Committee on State and Private Forestry to the Secretary of Agriculture Harden and Butts 
for two terms.  Haeussler also served in the U.S. Air Force as a Special Agent. 
 
Fred was employed by Union Camp Corporation, a “Fortune 500” company in varied positions and locations 
in Georgia, Alabama and South Carolina from September 1957 to January 1995, 37 ½ years.  As Land 
Manager for the Savannah Woodlands Region Fred was responsible for management of 1.1 million acres of 
corporate lands in Georgia, Florida and South Carolina. 



Fred and Carol were married over fifty years ago. They have three sons.  In addition to his forestry career, he 
was an extra in three movies – “Something to Talk About”, “The Gingerbread Man”, and “Midnight in the 
Garden of Good and Evil”. 



 

  

                                                  Fremont Nathan Haines 
                                                         1856 - 1938 

 
, 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1901 - 1907 Lewis & Clark Forest Reserve, North Half and Blackfeet 

NF, Montana  

1904 - 1910 Flathead Reserve / Blackfeet NF Forest Supervisor 
1907 - Kootenai NF, Libby, MT Forest Supervisor 
1910 Glacier National Park  Forest Supervisor 
 
Biography 
 

Fremont N. Haines from the State Indiana was appointed in 1901 to a position in the General Office in 
Montana.  Haines resigned in 1910 and settled with his family in Kila.   The U. S. Forest Service in Montana 
and northern Idaho employed his son, Roscoe Haines.   

Fremont served with the General Land Office and U. S. Forest Service and the 1901 until 1910.  He was the 
first Supervisor of the Kootenai National Forest in 1907. He was the second Supervisor of the Blackfeet 
National Forest. 

Fremont N. Haines replaced; William J. Brennen in 1901, after an Indiana senator, probably Senator 
Beveridge, offered Haines the choice of working as a postmaster in the East or as a supervisor of the 
Flathead Reserve in Kalispell Montana.  Early ranger Joe Eastland commented that Haines at first "would 
have got lost in a big orchard." But, he worked hard and was well liked. (page 57)  1 

“Supervisor Haines needed a ranger for the Glacier District east of the Flathead River to the Blackfoot Indian 
Reservation.  Haines sent out word that he was looking for men of the sort that Gifford Pinchot wanted hired, 
and he expected they would not be easy to find”.  Haines in 1902 hired Frank Liebig for the job.  “Frank took 
the train out of Belton to Kalispell.  Supervisor Haines had a small one-room office upstairs in the Whipps 
Building.  The office contained two chairs, one small table and one wooden box containing all the official 
correspondence. Frank took the oath of office before a Notary Public. The Haines handled him a notebook, a 
silver badge, crosscut saw, a box of ammunition for his 45-70 rifle and two big sheets of paper on which he 
was to write what he did each day and send in at the end of the month.”      2 

Haines, supervisor of the Blackfeet National Forest, remained as acting superintendent of Glacier National 
Park until August 5, 1910.  He and the first Park superintendent William Logan spent almost all their time 
dealing with the 1910 fires that burned through the Forests and Park that summer.  The next year the Forest 
Service moved its offices from the Indian (Akokala) Creek Ranger Station, located within the new Park, to the 
west side of the rive, where Blackfeet national Forest employees and various homesteaders built a new 
ranger station on Moran Creek.  (page 86 – 87)       

Sometimes there was conflict over jurisdiction, and the interagency spirit of cooperation faded. When a fire in 
the Essex area was reported to the forest ranger at Essex, Liebig remarked that it was out of his jurisdiction; 
it took several days before any effort was made to put that fire out.  



In August of 1910, Supervisor F. N. Haines of the Blackfeet National Forest was sounding close to despair:  
We have made a hard fight, but it looks now like we have lost. There is absolutely no show to even control 
the fires, and the best we can do is to check the - there as best we can and wait for rain.  Rain and cooler 
temperatures ended the disastrous fire season of 1910.  As late as February of 1911 snags were still 
smoking from the previous season, sticking up through 5’ of snow. (page 133-134)   

On January 2, 1907, Fremont N. Haines, then supervisor of the Lewis and Clark Forest, Northern Division, 
arrived in Libby to set up the administration of the newly created Kootenai National Forest. He was assisted 
by Rangers Glen A. Smith, Roscoe Haines, and Ed Stahl.  One of the first official acts of the administration 
was to make sure of a place to eat and sleep, and the Pipe Creek Ranger Station, nine miles from Libby was 
built. There was a very deep snow that winter, and the men kept one stump at the building site cleared of 
snow and declared it was the only spot in northwest Montana with no snow. The cabin always had a large 
hump in the middle of the floor and they were later "accused" of building it over this stump so they could keep 
the snow off of it.  3 

(All text without footnotes is from Trails of the Past: Historical Overview of the Flathead National Forest 
Montana 1800 – 1960.) 

 

Footnotes 
1 — Trails of the Past: Historical Overview of the Flathead National Forest Montana 1800 – 1960. Kathryn L. McKay. USDA Forest 

Service. 1994 
2 — The First Ranger. C W Guthrie. Redwing Publishing. 1995 
3 — History of the Kootenai.  Bettie Doetch, USDA Forest Service. 1976 



 

  

                                                                   Roscoe Haines 
                                                                            1883-1949 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1905 Kootenai NF, Montana  
 Lewis & Cark NF, Montana  
 Blackfeet, Montana  
1910 - 1911 Coeur d’Alene NF, Idaho Deputy Forest Supervisor 
1911 - 1913 Coeur d’Alene NF, Idaho Acting Forest Supervisor 
1916 – 1919 St. Joe NF, St Maries, Idaho Forest Supervisor 
 
 
Biography 

 
Roscoe Haines was a 2nd generation career Forest Service employee in 
District (now Region) One.  His father, Fremont Nathan Haines, was an early 
Forest Supervisor of the Blackfeet and Kootenai National Forests in District 
One. 
 
Roscoe Haines was the Supervisor on the St. Joe from 1916 to 1919.  
During the 1910 fires in northern Idaho Ranger, Joseph Halm and 16 fire 
fighters were trapped by flames and falling logs on a sandbar in a tributary of 
Bean Creek, near the headwaters of the St. Joe River, later named Halm 
Creek.  "It was impracticable, if not impossible, to reach Halm from Avery so 
on August 27 [1910] Deputy Supervisor Roscoe Haines went into the Bean 
Creek area from Iron Mountain out of Missoula.  He returned with the 

reassurance that the crew of sixteen (not seventy or eighty) and Halm were alive." 1 
 
Roscoe worked in the District Office in Missoula, MT for a period of time after the 1910 fires.  He may have 
been detailed to Missoula to write his observations and experiences from the 1910 fires. 

 
 
 
 

Footnote 
1 "Up the Swiftwater: A Pictorial History of the Colorful Upper St. Joe River Country" by Sandra A. Crowell 
and David O. Asleson, published by the Museum of Northern Idaho, pages 83-4. 
 



 

  

                                                            Thomas Hamilton 
                                                                    1937-2014 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1964-1972 Pacific Northwest Forest and Range Experiment 

Station, Oregon 
 Marketing Economist 

1972-1976 Northeastern Forest Experiment Station, Upper Darby, 
PA 

Assistant Director  

1976-1988 Washington, D.C. Head of the Nationwide Forest 
Inventory and Director of the 
Resources Program and 
Assessment Staff 

1988-1994 Forest Service Research Associate Deputy Chief 
1994-2001 Forest Products Laboratory, Madison, WI Director of the Forest Products 

Laboratory 
 
Biography 

 
Thomas was born on December 13, 1937 in Edgerton, WI, the son of Thomas 
Edwin and Irma Ann (Zweifel) Hamilton. Tom graduated from Westfield High 
School in 1956. Tom earned a bachelor's (1960), master's (1962) in 
agricultural economics and a Ph.D. (1965) in agricultural economics with a 
law minor, all from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  
 
Tom married Sally Jean (McDaniel) on July 11, 1964 at the Darlington United 
Methodist Church in Darlington, WI. Tom's professional career started in 
1964, serving as a marketing economist and research project leader in the 
Pacific Northwest Forest and Range Experiment Station in Portland, OR until 
1972. In November 1972, Tom was reassigned to be an Assistant Director at 
the Northeastern Forest Experiment Station in Upper Darby, PA. In August 
1976, Tom was transferred to Washington, DC. His first assignment there was 
head of the nationwide forest inventory. He later served as Director of the 
Resources Program and Assessment Staff in Washington, DC. From 1988-

1994 he was Associate Deputy Chief for Forest Service Research. 
 
In June 1994, Tom returned to Madison, WI to serve as Director of the Forest Products Laboratory (FPL). 
After 37 years in the Forest Service, Tom retired in 2001. Tom was a member of Society of American 
Foresters, Forest Products Society, National Active and Retired Federal Employees, and served on the 
Boards of Directors for the National Association of Forest Service Retirees as well as the National Museum 
of Forest Service History. Tom was also a member of Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association, Ducks 
Unlimited, Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, Wisconsin Alumni Association and Wisconsin Agricultural and Life 
Sciences Alumni Association (WALSAA).  
 
Tom is survived by his wife of 50 years, Sally of Madison, WI, his daughter, Becky (Dan) Christy of Madison, 
WI and their children Caitlin, Cassidy, Caleigh, and Alex, and his son Tom (Heather) Hamilton of St. Michael, 
MN and their children Tommy, Erin, and Jackson. He is also survived by his mother Irma Hamilton of 



Madison, WI, his sister, Jane (Larry) Landry of Kinston, NC, and two brothers-in-law, John (Carol) McDaniel 
and Bill (Sharon) McDaniel both of Darlington, WI. Tom was preceded in death by his father Thomas E. 
Hamilton, Sr., father-in-law William K. McDaniel and mother-in-law Winifred R. McDaniel.  
 
Throughout his life, Tom enjoyed the outdoors including fishing, hunting, gardening and farming. He was 
able to appreciate these passions from coast to coast. Tom was an avid Badger sports fan attending events 
as a season ticket holder for football, basketball, and hockey. He spent countless hours coaching soccer, 
softball, baseball, and basketball. Tom was an active and well-loved coach for all of his children's sporting 
endeavors and held administrative leadership positions in the local youth sports organizations. After their 
children were grown, Tom and Sally enjoyed many travel opportunities to destinations including Finland, 
Russia, Japan, Turkey, Canada, Mexico, and Hawaii and several Badger Bowl games. In high school, Tom 
was a member of the football, basketball, baseball, and track teams. He continued to enjoy being a part of 
team sports participating in adult softball, golf, and bowling leagues.  
 
 



 

  

                                                                      Terry Haney 
                                                                                1931-2011 

 
 
Contractor/Cooperator Partner to the Forest Service  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1959  Retired Air Force Captain 
1959- California  Rand Corp (Systems Development Corp) 
1972-1981 California Systems Development Corp (Firescope) 
1982 National Wildfire Coordinating Group  Consultant 
 
 
Biography 

 
This memorial honors Terry Haney who was born in Minnesota in 
1931, and became a contractor and cooperator to the Forest Service 
for the life of the FIRESCOPE Program and beyond. 
S 
He was an Air Force veteran, retiring in 1959 as Captain. During his 
military time he developed and presented courses involving radar 
applications on a nationwide basis. RAND Corporation hired his 
abilities after discharge.  He joined RAND’s Systems Development 
Corporation (SDC).  The wildland fires of 1970 destroyed lives, 
property, and natural resources.  In 1972 Congress authorized an effort 
to improve effectiveness of all southern California fire services.  That is 

when FIRESCOPE was born.  SDC bid on, and won, a contract to participate in the development of this 
unknown, very important effort.  Terry got the job! 
  
The original eight members of the FIRESCOPE Task Force, and some that followed over 22-year project, 
began their work at point zero: no models, no guides.  With Terry's energy and facilitating abilities parochial 
barriers fell.  Over time the Task Force began to realize that they were building something much greater than 
any single agency.   
 
The FIRESCOPE Task Force worked with Terry for nine years.  They developed and initially implemented 
the Incident Command System (ICS) and the Multi Agency Coordination System (MACS). 
They also integrated workable parts of the Research design. 
 



Here are four excerpts of FIRESCOPE Task Force team member memories. 
 
Frank Borden: retired as Assistant Chief, Los Angeles City Fire 
"We all relied on Terry to put our thoughts together from concepts to operational plans.  I don't think we could 
have done what we did without him." 
 
John England, retired as Chief, LA County Fire  
"Terry was a real asset to the Program. Much success of FIRESCOPE can be attributed to his efforts.  
   
James Smith: Ventura County.  Retired as Assistant Chief 
"Terry's work with the Incident Command System, the CORE area and his lesson plans are what brought this 
new system to the "tailboard" firefighter. When I think of ICS, I think of Terry_ 
 
Metcalfe, California Department of Forestry, retired as Deputy Chief 
"Terry's "footprints" are all over the system we have today" 
 
After FIRESCOPE, Terry served as consultant to the National Wildfire Coordinating Group activating the 
National Interagency Incident Management System (NIIMS) and with California implementing the Statewide 
Emergency Management system (SEMS).  ICS/MACS was endorsed by the "911 Commission" and made 
national policy by Homeland Security.  
 
Terry has done more for emergency management than any other single person! 
 
One of Terry Haney’s memories: 
"I think of the FIRESCOPE program often. It was the highlight of my career.  The transition to NIIMS while 
maintaining the integrity of the (ICS) system has been gratifying.  Who would have thought that all of those 
meetings would have brought about something with national value?  Boggles the mind!" 
 
 
 
Written by Robert L. (Bob) Irwin, retired Firescope Program Manager  
 With help from the Haney family, Keith Metcalfe and other Task Force members.  



 
 

 

  

                                                            E. Arnold Hanson 
                                                                     1913-1988             
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
 Lake States Forest Experiment Station Timber survey crew 

1939 – 1942 
 

Several National Forests in Idaho, Utah & 
Nevada 
lntermountain Region 

Various positions 
 
Range Management & Fire Control 

1942 - Idaho City, Idaho District Ranger 
1943 Las Vegas, Nevada District Ranger 
1944 McCall, Idaho District Ranger 
1945 -1950 Carson City, Nevada District Ranger 
1950-1955 Washington Office Information & Education 
1955-1971 Northern Region Assistant Chief, Division of Information & 

Education  
 
Biography 
 

E. Arnold Hanson was born in Minnesota, grew up in Bottineau, North Dakota, 
attended the North Dakota School of Forestry there and received an AA degree in 
engineering in 1932. He graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1937 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in forestry and received a Master of Forestry degree from 
Harvard University in 1939. 
Hanson worked in the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service for 35 years, 
1936 to 1971. He served first as a seasonal employee on a timber survey crew in the 
Lake States. He worked for the Lake States' Forest Experiment Station in Wisconsin 
and Minnesota and in various positions on several National Forests in Idaho, Utah 
and Nevada. 
Hanson was assigned to the divisions of Range Management and Fire Control in the 

Forest Service's Intermountain Regional Headquarters, Ogden, Utah, in 1939, and was promoted in 1942 to 
District Forest Ranger at Idaho City, Idaho. After that he served as District Ranger at Las Vegas, Nevada 
(1943), McCall, Idaho (1944), and Carson City, Nevada (1945). 
He was assigned to the Forest Service's national headquarters in Washington, D.C. in 1950. For five years 
he served in the office of the Chief of the Forest Service in charge of the Public Service Section in the 
Division of Information and Education. He was also the coordinator for the national Smokey Bear fire 
prevention education program. 
Hanson was assigned to the five-state Northern Region Headquarters in Missoula, Montana, in December 
1955, as Assistant Chief of the Division of Information and Education. He retired in 1971. 
He was a member of the Society of American Foresters for 50 years. In 1937, he served two years as 
chairman of the Washington, D.C. section of the SAF. 



He was also a member of the American Forestry Association, the Montana Conservation Council and the 
National Conservation Education Association. Throughout his Forest Service career, he had a long 
association with the Boy Scouts of America in many capacities, including serving as the Western Montana 
Council representative on the Boy Scouts of America's National Council. He received the BSA Silver Beaver 
Award in1964. 
In Missoula, Hanson was active in the Chamber of Commerce, United Givers, served on the board of 
directors of the University of Montana's Century Club, was an elder of the Presbyterian Church and was 
active in the Government Employees' Credit Union and the National Federation of Federal Employees. 
 



 

  

                                                                        Percy D. Hanson 
                                                                                                     1901-1988 
 

 
Forest Service Employee 

 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1926 California Region Hired by Forest Service   
1935-1938 Lassen National Forest, Susanville, CA Forest Supervisor 
1938-1940 California Region, Regional Office, San Francisco Fire Planning 
1940-1941 Lassen National Forest, Susanville, CA Forest Supervisor 

1941-1944 California Region, Regional Office, San Francisco  Assistant Regional Forester, 
Timber  

1944-1956 Northern Region, Missoula, MT Regional Forester 
1956-1963 Alaska Region, Juneau, AK Regional Forester 
1963  Retired 

 
 
Biography 

Percy “Pete” Hanson was born in 1901 and was a native of New Brunswick, 
Canada.  He graduated from the University of California Forestry School in 
1924, and spent the following year at that institution as Associate Professor in 
Forestry.  He joined the Forest Service in 1926 and spent the next 18 years in 
the California region. In 1935 he became Forest Supervisor of the Lassen.  
Between 1938 and 1940 he headed the forest fire re-planning project for Region 
5, during which time he was responsible for setting up fire prevention and 
suppression plans in detail for the entire region. He returned to the Lassen as 
Forest Supervisor a short time and then became Assistant Regional Forester in 
charge of Timber Management until his promotion to Regional Forester of 
Region 1 in Missoula, Montana.  
 
    In 1956, Hanson transferred to Juneau, Alaska, to become Regional Forester 

in the Alaska Region. Under Hanson, the process of moving from forest protection to management was 
continued. During his term of administration, new mills were established and timber production went up. 
Money was made available for buildings, and a large number of substandard units were razed. New facilities 
- ranger stations, warehouses and the like – were built.  
 
Forest highways, planned under Greeley’s administration, were finally built: the Portage Glacier Highway; the 
Hope Road relocation; the Sitka-Henry Cove Road; the Mitkof Highway out of Petersburg; and roads in 
Yakutat. Game management planning was important, and there was a large development of hunting during 
Hanson’s term of office, especially of elk on Afognak and moose in the Yakutat area. Cabins and trails were 
built for the convenience of hunters. Research progressed at the Hollis station. Recreational planning made 
great strides under Hanson’s administration. The Visitor Information Center at Mendenhall Glacier was built, 
and nature trails were built and interpretive talks given.  Pete Hanson played a major role as a planner during 
his time as Alaska Regional Forester. 
 



 

  

Joe Harn 
Died Feburary 9, 2018 

 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
   

1958-60 Eldorado NF, R5, Placerville, CA Wildlife Biologist 

1960-62 Salyer RD Six Rivers NF R5 Asst District Ranger 

1962-64 Mad River RD, Six Rivers NF, R5 District Ranger  

  
 

 

1964-68 Arroyo Seco RD, Angeles NF District Ranger 

1968-70 
1970-1973 

Superior NF, R9, Duluth MN 
Ottawa NF, R9 Ironwood, MI 

Deputy Forest Supervisor 
Forest Supervisor 

1973-76 
1976-83 
1983-87         
-1987 

Eldorado NF, R5, Placerville, CA   
Six Rivers NF R5, Eureka CA 
Regional Office, R5, San Francisco CA 
Retired 

Forest Supervisor 
Forest Supervisor 
Director, Fish and Wildlife  
 

 
  
Biography 
 
After obtaining a Degree in Wildlife Biology at 
Humbolt St, Joe began his FS career on the 
Eldorado NF.  Forest Supervisor Wes Spinney 
counselled Joe to consider line positions, and he 
went from ADR on the Salyer RD to DR on the Mad 
River RD, then to the Angeles NF as DR on the 
Arroyo Seco RD. 
 
His line officer career continued, with assignment to 
the Superior NF, R9, as Deputy Forest Supervisor,  
He then served as Forest Supervisor on three 
National Forests;  the Ottawa, R9, the Eldorado and 
Six Rivers, NFs in R5. 
 
He moved for the last time to the Regional Office, 
R5, as Director, Fisheries and Wildlife Mgmt.  He 
retired in 1987. 
 



 

  

                                                                Robert E. Harris 
                                                                         1940-2013 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1963-1966   Dept of Highways, State of Illinois   Engineer 
1966-1970   Eldorado National Forest, R5   Asst. Forest Engineer 
1970-1973   Shasta-Trinity National Forest, R5  Asst. Forest Engineer 
1973-1975   Forest Engineer     Forest Engineer 
1975-1984   Tahoe National Forest, R5   Forest Engineer 
1984-1988   Regional Office, R5    Asst. Regional Engineer 
1988-1997   Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit  Forest Supervisor 
1998-2013   Tahoe-Baikal Institute     Board Member 
 
 
Biography 

Bob graduated from UC Berkeley in 1963, having grown up in the East Bay.  
He started with the Forest Service in 1966, as Assistant Forest Engineer on 
the Eldorado N.F. He served on five forests in Region 5, retiring as the 
Forest Supervisor of the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit.  
In 1968 he became a Licensed Civil Engineer for the State of California.  He 
was involved in the planning and development of the Stream Profile 
Chamber while on the Eldorado.  As Forest Engineer on the Cleveland, he 
often served as Acting Forest Supervisor and began to think of serving n a 
Line Officer position, which he eventually did on the LTBMU. 
After retirement, he served as Board Member officer and instructor with the 
Tahoe-Baikal Institute.  He traveled often to Mongolia to teach 
environmental conservation and forest management, and hosted students 
from Mongolia who came to Lake Tahoe to study the same subjects.  
He was an avid baseball umpire, from Little League to semi-professional, 

and appeared as a Little League Umpire on the cover of Sports Illustrated.  
.  



 

  

                                                             Ted Hatzimanolis 
                                                                      1915-2012 

 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1946-? National Forests in MT, CO, Dakotas, CA Professional Forester 
?-1980 Redwood Ranger District, California District Ranger 
 
   
 
Biography 
 

Theologue Ted Hatzimanolis died in the morning hours of June 11, 2012, at 
the age of 96. He was born to Fotis and Pelagia Hatzimanolis, on the island of 
Mytiline, Greece, on September 9, 1915. Ted joined his brother, Menelaus, 
and sister, Metaxia. At the age of 11⁄2 his family immigrated to New York to 
escape World War I, eventually settling in Boston. His brother, George, was 
born two years later. 

Ted graduated from Boston English High School during the Depression. He 
worked various jobs to help support his family during this time. In 1936 he 
joined the CCCs in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Ted received a scholarship 
and began his studies in Forest Management at Colorado A & M. In 
September, 1941 he was drafted and sent to Hawaii. Later, after training at 
Ft. Belvoir, Ted was commissioned an officer in the Army Corps of Engineers. 
During his military career, he was awarded battle stars for Pearl Harbor and 
all major campaigns in northern Europe, which included D-Day, Battle of the 

Bulge, and others for a total of six battle stars. 

In February 1944, Ted met Marjorie and the two made plans to be married. The invasion of France delayed 
their marriage. On May 7, 1945, while on combat leave, the two were married in Somerset, England. As 
they came out of the church, all the bells in England were ringing because Germany had surrendered. 
Within 24 hours Ted was back in Germany. Within three months he was in Marseilles, France, ready to 
invade Japan. The A-bomb was dropped at Hiroshima and Japan surrendered. 

Ted went back to college to finish his studies in Forest Management. Marjorie joined him here in the States 
in April 1946. Upon graduation he began his career as a professional forester with the U.S. Forest Service. 
This took him to Montana, Colorado, the Dakotas, Arizona, Medicine Bow, Wyoming, and then on to 
California. Ted was a District Ranger for the Redwood Ranger District in Klamath before working for a short 
period of time for the Redwood National Park, from which he retired in 1980. 

Ted’s three loves were his loving wife of 67 years, Marjorie; their family: daughter, Elaine Ghidinelli; son, 
Phillip Hatzimanolis; daughter and husband Carol and Clar Byers along with his grandchildren: Jerry and 
Malinda Hatzimanolis, Brian (Jennifer) Ghidinelli, Steven (Michelle) Ghidinelli, and Colin and Lauren Byers. 
Remember to enjoy each other’s company. His third love was his profession as a forest scientist. 
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                                                                 G. Lloyd Hayes 
                                                                           1909-1996             
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1935-1969 Research: N. Rocky Mt., Appalachian and 

PNW Stations 
Chief at time of retirement at N. Rocky Mt. 
station 

   
   
   
   
   
 
Biography 
 

 G. Lloyd Hayes was born May 14, 1909 in Pleasant Grove, UT. He graduated from the University of ID in 
1934 and married Pauline Kremen in 1954. 
His career was in the Research Branch of the Forest Service where he was well-known for his work on forest 
fire meteorology.  
He had assignments with the Northern Rocky Mountain, Appalachian and Pacific Northwest Stations, being 
Chief of Forest Management Research at the Rocky Mountain Station when he retired in 1969. After that he 
was on the staff of the Thorne Ecological Institute and worked with The Nature Conservancy. He also helped 
found the Western Conservation Consortium which supplied factual information to settle legal cases 
involving the Indian Service.  



 
 

 

  

                                                                  Max W. Hayes 
                                                                           1921-1986 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1946-1954 Wallowa NF, Enterprise, OR, Imnaha-

Snake District, Chesnimnus District 
Clerk 

1955-1968 R-10 Regional Office, Juneau, AK Admin. Asst., Regional Budget Officer 
1968-1970 R-1, Missoula, MT Asst. Regional Budget Officer 
1970-1976 R-10 `Regional Budget Office 
   
   
 
Biography 
 

Following his discharge from the military in 1946, Max began his career with the Forest Service as a clerk in 
the Wallowa National Forest Supervisor’s office in Enterprise, OR. He then served on the Imnaha-Snake 
District, the Chesnimnus District, and again as administrative assistant in the supervisor’s office. 
In 1954, after the consolidation of the Wallowa and Whitman forests, he left Region 6 for Juneau, AK as 
administrative assistant in Operations in the R-10 regional office. He then transferred to Region 1, in 
Missoula, MT as Assistant Regional Budget Officer from 1968-1970. He then returned to Juneau, again 
serving as Regional Budget Officer until his retirement in 1976. 
After retirement, he moved to San Juan Island in Washington State where he lived until his death in 1986. 



 

  

                                                      Allen Lorin Hearst Jr. 
                                                             1926 - 2007 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
  Seasonal Forestry Technician 
1953 Plains District, Lolo NF, MT Assistant Ranger 
 Squaw Creek District, Gallatin NF, MT Assistant Ranger 
1956 - 1959 Forest Products Company, Plains, MT Forester 
1959 -  Northern Region, Missoula, MT Regional Check Scaler 
 Calder District, St. Joe NF, ID District Ranger 
 Northern Region, Missoula, MT Utilization Specialist 
   
 
Biography 
 

Lorin was born September 22, 1926, at his grandparents' 
home in Thompson Falls, Montana.  He was raised 
throughout western Montana as his family followed his 
father, a mining engineer, for work.  

In 1943, the family settled in Plains, MT.  It was there that 
Lorin met Ina McCann, his future wife, and graduated 
from Plains High School.  During high school, Lorin's love 
of flying led him to get his pilot's license and toward the 
end of World War II, Lorin entered the U.S. Army Air 
Corps.  

After returning from the service, Lorin attended the 
University of Montana (then called Montana State 
University); married Ina, and he graduated from the 
School of Forestry with a degree in Forest Management 
in 1953.  

Lorin's career with the U.S. Forest Service began with 
summer work during high school and college.  After 
graduating from UM, Lorin was appointed Assistant 
Ranger in Plains.  He went on to serve as Assistant 
Ranger on the Gallatin Forest at the Squaw Creek 

Ranger Station, then in 1956 Lorin left the Forest Service and worked with a lumber company in Plains as a 
forester.  Lorin utilized his pilot's license as he flew to examine timber sales.  He returned to the USFS in 
1959 and after working as a Regional Check Scaler and later as Ranger of the Calder District in the St. Joe 
National Forest, he was transferred to the Regional Office in Missoula, where he concentrated on the 
improvement of quality and quantity of forest products produced from lumber and plywood plants.  

Over the next 20 years, Lorin worked closely with sawmill plants in Idaho and Montana to increase the 



recovery of lumber from logs without increasing the volume of logs sawn.  During Lorin's career, he also 
fought forest fires.  He was Plans Chief on one of the Regional Fire Overhead teams and fought fires in 
California, Arizona, Washington, Idaho and Montana.  As a retiree, he drove supplies to fires for the Forest 
Service.  

Lorin served on the Board of Directors for the Historical Museum at Fort Missoula and was on the Board for 
the National Museum of Forest Service History since 1993.  He stayed involved in various forest-related 
activities, including more than 50 years as a member of the Society of American Foresters. 

Lorin and Ina had four children: Leslie, Lorin IV (who died at age 14), Randee and Stacie.  Lorin and Ina 
celebrated their 58th anniversary in June of 2007.  Lorin is survived by his wife, Ina, daughters, Leslie, 
Randee, and Stacie and three grandsons. 
 
 



 

  

                                                         Edward G. Heilman 
                                                                 1929- 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1945 - 1950 Big Bend District Tahoe NF, CA Seasonal Firefighter 
1951 - 1951 Downieville District Tahoe NF, CA Forester 
1951 - 1954 Trinity District Shasta NF, CA District Fire Control Asst / Military Duty 
1955 - 1956 Hayfork District Trinity NF, CA Timber Sales 
1956 - 1958 Descanso District Cleveland NF, CA Assistant District Ranger 
1958 - 1961 Descanso District Cleveland NF, CA District Ranger 
1961 - 1967 Shasta-Trinity NF, Redding CA Forest Fire Staff Officer 
1967 - 1970 National Fire Training Center, Marana, AZ Director 
1970 - 1974 Eastern Region (R-9), Milwaukee, WI Assistant Regional Forester (Fire/Aviation) 
1974 - 1984 Northern Region (R-1), Missoula, MT Staff Director (Fire/Aviation) 
 
Biography 

Mr. Heilman was born March 25, 1929 in Butte, Montana.  He graduated with 
honors from University of Montana June 1950 with Bachelor of Science in Forestry.  

Ed's career with USDA Forest Service began June 1945 as a 16-year old (legal 
during World War II) Forest Fire Fighter SP-3 on a "Green Hornet" engine crew on 
the Big Bend District of the Tahoe National Forest in California.  "Green Hornet" 
was the unofficial name of newest and largest fire engine in the California Region.  
It was dark green in color as were all Forest Service vehicles of that era.  "Green 
Hornet" name came from a popular radio program by that name.  The "Green 
Hornet" drove a modern vehicle to track down the "bad guys.” 

Ed's very first fire was in mid-June 1945, just after he reported for fire crew duty on 
the Big Bend District of the Tahoe NF in California. World War II was still under 

way, and Ed's crew had just been briefed on the then semi-secret Japanese balloon bombs, which had been 
coming down across western North America since November 1944. These paper balloons were designed to 
reach North America from Japan on the high-level west to east jet stream winds, which were not well 
understood by the US at that time. These balloons were designed to drop incendiary and anti-personnel 
bombs as they drifted eastward across North America, starting fires and killing people as they went. 

Then, when a fire was reported in a remote area of the Big Bend District, Ed's crew just knew it had to be a 
balloon bomb fire. The crew went to the fire, fully prepared to save the nation from this dastardly attack by an 
evil enemy. Alas, the fire turned out to be a routine lightning holdover, and Ed's crew never did see any 
balloon bombs. However, this fire did spark Ed's interest in balloon bombs, and he would later study 
numerous references on this subject. 

Ed continued in seasonal fire jobs on the Tahoe National Forest through 1950.   

Ed received his permanent career Forest Service appointment in 1951.  His first assignment was as a GS-5 
Forester on the Downieville District of the Tahoe.  That same year he transferred to the Trinity District of the 
Shasta NF as District Fire Control Asst.  Ed served in the US Air Force 1951-53, including service in Korea 
1952-53.  After military duty, he returned to the Trinity District in 1954.  



He moved to the Hayfork District of the Trinity NF in 1955 to work on the timber sale program.  His next 
assignment was as Assistant District Ranger on the Descanso District of the Cleveland NF and then District 
Ranger of the same district.   

Years later, while Ed was on the Descanso District of the Cleveland NF in Southern California 1956-61, he 
became much involved in the then brand-new air tanker program. When the Inaja fire started in late 
November 1956 on the Palomar District of the Cleveland, Ed was assigned as airborne "bird dog", 
designating ground targets for the small crop duster aircraft that were the first operational air tankers. For Ed 
and the few others who first served in this capacity there were no rules and few if any experiences to go by, 
so they just made up their procedures as they went along, very much trial and error.  While serving as bird 
dog, on several occasions Ed rode in the back seat of FS-owned TBM single engine air tankers on drop runs 
- very interesting. 

In addition to this bird dog (later known as air attack boss) role, Ed also served as one of the very early 
"mixmasters", mixing and loading sodium calcium borate and other chemicals first used as fire retardants. 
Again, this was a trial and error process. Ed continued his close involvement with the air tanker program for 
several years after these early experiences. Fortunately for all involved, the program matured rapidly into a 
far safer and more effective program.  

In 1961 he was assigned to the Shasta-Trinity National Forests as Forest fire staff officer. 

He was appointed the first Director of the National Fire Training Center, Marana, AZ in 1967.  Ed's next 
assignment was in 1970 to the Eastern Regional Office as Assistant Regional Forester (Fire/Aviation).  In 
1974 Ed transferred to the Staff Director (Fire/Aviation) position of the Northern Region, Missoula, MT.   

In the latter years of Ed's career the National Forest Management Act and other then recent federal laws 
directed the preparation of detailed land management plans for all National Forests.  The first generations of 
these forest plans provided only very generalized direction for fire management (and other resource 
management activities), so the Chief's Office appointed a national interagency team to design a National Fire 
Management Analysis System which would provide standardized and more specific direction required for 
interagency fire activities.  Ed served as team leader for this effort, which was yet another interesting 
experience. 

Ed retired under Firefighter's Retirement in March 1984.  

Since retirement he has served as both contractor and volunteer for State Foresters, Forest Service, and 
others. He served on the Board of Directors, National Forest Service Museum in Missoula, MT from 1988-
1998. 

Ed is a member of the Society of American Foresters and was elected a Fellow in 1989. He is a registered 
Professional Forester, State of California, 1973 to 2000.  He is a member of the Kiwanis Club of Missoula, 
since 1975 and was selected as a Hixson Fellow by Kiwanis in October 2000. 

Ed married Donna M. Dever in November 1951 in San Jose, CA.   They have two children: Anne P. born 
November 1952 in San Francisco, CA; Edward M. born June 1955 in San Jose, CA. 



 
 

 

  

                                                        Richard N. Hickman 
                                                                1922-2005               
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1950-1951 Clearwater N.F. Challis District Forester and Acting Forest Ranger 
1951-1952 Clearwater N.F. Mackay Ranger District Forester 
1952-1953 Clearwater N.F.  Loon Creek District Ranger 
1953-1958 Clearwater N.F.  May District Ranger 
1958-1960 Regional Office, Ogden, UT Assistant Range Staff 
1960-1969 Salmon N.F., Salmon, ID Range and Wildlife Staff 
1969-1972 Lassen N.F., Susanville, CA Range Staff 
1972-1978 CA Regional Office, San Francisco Range and Watershed Division 
 
Biography 
Dick graduated from the College of Forestry at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado in 1950. 
He received an appointment as a Forester on the Challis National Forest in Central Idaho and served as a 
Forester on two different ranger districts and as a District Forest Ranger on three ranger districts on the 
Challis N. F. He served as Range, Watershed and Wildlife Assistant on two national forests.  He was a 
Range Staff Assistant in two Forest Service Regional Office organizations.  His last assignment was as the 
Assistant Staff Director of the Division of Range & Watershed Management in the California Region of the 
Forest Service. 



 

  

                                                                       Ray Hilding 
                                                                                 1911 –2005 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
 Minnesota, CCC Camp Foreman 
1936 - 1939 Red Ives District, St. Joe National Forest Asst. District Ranger 
1939 - 1942 Kaniksu National Forest  
1945 - 1951 Coeur d’Alene and Lolo National Forest  
1951 - 1955 Lewis and Clark National Forest Timber and Fire Control Staff Officer 
1955 - 1960 Nez Perce National Forest Timber and Lands Staff Officer 
1960 - 1969 St. Joe National Forest Forest Supervisor 
1969 - 1972 Coeur d’Alene National Forest Forest Supervisor 
 
 
Biography 
Ray Hilding was born on May 8, 1911 in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Ray graduated high school in 1929 and 

immediately had to go to work to support his mother, brothers and sisters. 
Several years later, he was able to start college at the University of Idaho in 
Moscow.  He completed two years before running out of money.  He then got a 
job working as a Camp Foreman in a CCC camp in Minnesota.  He was able to 
resume college at Washington State in Pullman WA, where he graduated in 
1936 with a BS degree in Forestry. 
 
Ray was hired by the US Forest Service in 1936 and assigned as an Asst. 
District Ranger, Red Ives Ranger District on the St. Joe National Forest.  While 
spending winters in St. Maries, Ray met Roma Turnbull.  They were married in 
1939.  Ray then worked on the Kaniksu National Forest until 
 November 1942, when he volunteered for the US Navy. 
 
Ray attended Officer Training at Cornell University and was assigned (as a 

plank owner) to the newly commissioned USS Corregidor CVE-58, an escort carrier.  He served as the ships’ 
Signals Officer through many campaign 
ns in the Pacific Theater until the war’s end.  
 
In 1945, he returned to positions with the Forest Service in the Coeur d’Alene and Lolo National Forests.  In 
March 1951, Ray was promoted to Timber and Fire Control Staff Officer on the Lewis & Clark National Forest 
in Great Falls, MT.  In March 1955, he was transferred to the Nez Perce National Forest in Grangeville, ID as 
the Timber and Lands Staff Officer.  
 
He was promoted to Forest Supervisor on the St. Joe National Forest in Nov. 1960.  He served in that 
position until 1969, when he moved to Coeur d’Alene as the Forest Supervisor.  He retired in 1972.  Ray 
stayed active in the Society of American Foresters and in NARFE until his death in Sept. 2005 in Pendleton 
OR. 
 

Ray Hilding 1960 



 
 

 

  

                                                           C. Merle Hofferber 
                                                           1920-1990        
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
 Lolo, Helena & Coeur d'Alene National 

Forests 
 

 Butte Ranger District, Deerlodge National 
Forest 

District Ranger 

 St. Joe National Forest Supervisor’s Staff 
1960-1969 Region 1 - Recreation & Lands Chief of the Rights-of-Way Branch 
1969-1981 Region 6 Assistant Regional Forester for Lands and 

Minerals 
 
Biography 
 
C. Merle Hofferber was born in Loveland, Colorado, attended Pasadena (California) Junior College, and did 
temporary work with the California State Division of Forestry and the U.S. Forest Service before he served in 
the Army Air Force in Italy during World War IL 
 
A forestry graduate of the University of Montana (1947), Hofferber earned a Master of Forestry degree at the 
University of Michigan (1950). 
 
He worked throughout Region 1 of the Forest Service.  His assignments included the Lolo, Helena, and 
Coeur d'Alene National Forests; district ranger of the Butte Ranger District in the Deer Lodge National 
Forest; and the Supervisor's staff of the St. Joe National Forest. He became Chief of the Rights-of-Way 
Branch of the Division of Recreation and Lands in Missoula in 1960. 
 
In 1969, he moved to Portland, Oregon as Assistant Regional Forester for Lands and Minerals in Region 6. 
During 12 years in that position, he helped establish regulations and plans for the Cascade Head Scenic 
Research Area and the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area on the Central Oregon coast. 
 
In addition, he guided acquisition of 41,000 acres in the Alpine Lake Wilderness in the Wenatchee and 
Mount Baker/Snoqualmie National Forests in Washington through land exchanges with the Weyerhaeuser 
Company and Burlington Northern Railroad. He also negotiated the purchase of pumice mining claims on 
Rock Mesa in the Three Sisters Wilderness in the Oregon Cascades to prevent mining in the area. 
 
He retired in 1981 after 33 years with the Forest Service. 
 
In Montana, he served as an Explorer Scout Troop leader and volunteered with the American Red Cross. He 
was a member of the Society of American Foresters and the Izaak Walton League. 
 
  



 

  

                                                   Christopher H. Holmes 
                                                           1949-2016 
 

 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position(s) 
1972-1987 Forest Service offices in NH, WV, MN, PA  
1987-2006 Washington, DC State and Private, Communications and EPA 

Interagency Liaison 
   
   
Biography 

 
Christopher H. Holmes, 67, passed away on Sunday, September 18, 2016 
in Arnold, Maryland with family by his side after succumbing to a 12-month 
bout with glioblastoma.  
 
He was born on March 30, 1949, in York, PA, to Russell and Martha 
Holmes. Chris grew up as the first of five children in Glen Rock and Seven 
Valleys, PA. He graduated from Spring Grove High School, Class of '67, 
and the University of New Hampshire (where he was an active member of 
Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity) with a Bachelors of Forestry, Class of '71.  
 
On June 19, 1971, Chris married the love of his life, Linda "Lynn" Vliet. 
Together they raised their two children, Becky and Mark, in MN, PA and 
lastly in Arnold, MD. His love of life, family, friends, fishing, hunting, 
boating on the Chesapeake Bay, RV'ing around 49 states & 6 Canadian 
provinces, community and civic involvement, and the good old fashioned 
"visit" guided him each and every day of his life.  
 

Chris dedicated his career to public service for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service for 
34 years. He worked in five different offices in NH, WV, MN, PA, and culminated with 19 years in 
Washington, DC, on three different staffs (State & Private, Communications, & EPA Interagency Liaison) 
under five chiefs. In addition to his public service at the Forest Service, Chris served as President of the 
Maryland Forest Association (MFA) for two years, and was a board member up to his passing.  
 
Chris is survived by his loving and devoted wife of 45 years, Lynn Holmes, his two children, daughter Becky 
Rau (Pasadena, MD), son Mark Holmes (Severna Park, MD), son-in-law Brian Rau, daughter-in-law Kim 
Holmes, and five dear grandchildren, Sydney (11), London (9) & Roman (5) Holmes; and Kayla (6) & Autumn 
(4) Rau. Chris also leaves behind three younger brothers: Tim (PA), Peter (OR), Jon (PA); and sister, Debbie 
(Norway).  
 



 

  

                                                                    Gerry House 
                                                                              1939-2012 

 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1974-1977 U.S.D.A. Office of Inspector General 
1977-1994 Idaho Panhandle National Forests Planner 
   
 
Biography 
 

Hayden Lake native Gerald “Gerry” House, 73, died at the North Idaho 
Hospice House on June 30 after a courageous six-year battle with multiple 
myeloma.  
 
A 37-year employee of the U.S. Forest Service, he retired from that agency 
in May 1994 after serving 17 years as planner for the Idaho Panhandle 
National Forests. A previous assignment included three years as a member 
of the Department of Agriculture’s Office of the Inspector General, a job that 
took him to every state in the Lower 48. He also had professional 
assignments with the agency in Montana and Washington State.  
 
He began his Forest Service career as a seasonal employee and soon 
became a journeyman timber cruiser, responsible for the sale of more than 
one-half billion board feet of timber on four national forests and five ranger 
districts.  
 
Gerry graduated from Hayden Elementary School and Coeur d’Alene High 
and was the first Eagle Scout in Hayden Lake before attending the University 

of Idaho from which he graduated in 1963 with a forestry degree.  
 
He was a fourth-generation resident of Hayden Lake whose great-grandparents on both sides of his family 
were among the first settlers of the area. He was preceded in death by his parents, Mark and Mae Steele 
House. Both his father and one grandfather also worked for the Forest Service, and both grandfathers fought 
the 1910 fire which ravaged 3 million acres in North Idaho, Washington and Montana. His mother was also a 
Forest Service employee.  
 
An activist in community affairs and protector of the environment, Gerry served 27 years on the Hayden Lake 
Water and Sewer District, including 20 years as chairman. His other efforts included service on the Hayden 
City Planning Commission, the Kootenai County Planning Commission, the Hayden Historical Society and 
the Eagle Scout Review Board. He was a recent recipient of the Hayden Chamber of Commerce’s 
Distinguished Community Service Award.  
 
His bywords were, “On the other hand,” as he sought to bring adversaries to a common understanding.  
 
Survivors include his wife Pat in the family home at Hayden Lake and children Mark of Dalton Gardens, Holly 
of Sedona, Arizona, her partner Gary King, stepson Mark Baden and his wife Tracey of Boise, stepdaughter 
Katherine Dallas and her husband Dan of Monte Vista, Colo. and grandchildren Mitchell and Devin Dallas 
and Jordan and Race Baden.  



 

  

                                         Raymond M. “Ray” Housley 
                                              1927 - 1995 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee  
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location Position 
1943 Region 3, Coconino NF, AZ  Fire fighter (age 16 during WWII)   
1944 Region 3, Coconino NF, AZ  Laborer, fire fighter, road construction 
1945 Region 3, Cibola NF, NM Fire lookout, snow ranger, recreation 
1946-1947  Active duty, US Army 
1948 Region 3, Coconino NF, AZ  Fire fighter, TSI crew member 
1948-1952  Colorado State University student 

1950 Rocky Mountain Station, Santa Rita 
Experimental Range, AZ Research Assistant 

1951 Region 2, Roosevelt NF, CO Part time job on Ranger District 
1950-1952 USDA Soil Conservation Service, CO Snow Survey 
1952-1953 Region 3, Carson NF, NM Timber survey and fire crew leader 

1953-1954 Region 3, Carson NF, NM Forester, National Timber Resource 
Review 

1954-1955 Region 3, Cibola NF, Magdelena RD, NM Assistant District Ranger 
1955-1957 Region 3, Coconino NF, Beaver Creek, RD AZ  District Ranger 
1957-1958 Region 3, Kaibab NF, Fredonia RD, AZ District Ranger 
1958-1961 Region 3, Coconino NF, AZ  Staff Officer, Range, Wildlife, Watershed 
1961-1962 Region 3, Southwest Regional Office Assistant. Division Chief, I&E 
1962-1964 Region 3, Southwest Regional Office Range Administration Branch Chief 
1964-1968 Region 3, Coconino NF, AZ  Forest Supervisor 
1968-1971 Washington Office Assistant Director of Recreation 
1971-1972 Washington Office Director of Recreation 
1972-1976 Washington Office Associate Deputy Chief, NFS 
1977-1985 Washington Office Deputy Chief, National Forest System 
 
 

 

 



 

Biography 

 
Raymond M. “Ray”Housley’s long and distinguished career 
with the Forest Service began during World War II as a 16-
year-old fire fighter and ended with responsibility for the 191 
million acre National Forest System as Deputy Chief. He held 
positions of increasing stature and responsibility from District 
Forest Ranger to Forest Staff Officer, Regional Office staffer, 
Forest Supervisor, Director of Recreation and Wilderness in 
the Washington Office, Associate Deputy Chief and Deputy 
Chief. He always considered the Ranger and Forest Supervisor 
jobs the most personally gratifying as on-the-ground, close-to-
nature assignments.  

 

 
Ray Housley Receiving the 1980 USDA 
Superior Service Award from Secretary of Agriculture John Block    
 

Ray’s contributions to natural resource management did not end with retirement from the Forest Service. He 
was a consultant to federal forestry agencies in the United States, Canada and even Japan; served on the 
Boards of several conservation organizations including the Pinchot Institute for Conservation, the Renewable 
Natural Resources Foundation, the Natural Resources Council of America and the Society for Range 
Management.  He was a member of the Commission on Ecology of the International Union of Conservation 
of Nature, the U.S. Board of Geographic Names, the Appalachian and Pacific Crest National Scenic Trails 
Advisory Councils, chairing the latter. He was a member of the American Society for Public Administration 
and served a Washington representative for the Society for Range Management.  

He was a charter member of the Federal Executive Service. He was awarded the rank of Meritorious 
Executive by President Reagan and held the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Superior Service Award. Ray 
was appointed as a member of the United States-Japan Panel on National Parks and Equivalent Reserves in 
1979.  

Ray was a forestry graduate and Honors Alumnus of Colorado State University and a member of Phi Kappa 
Phi honorary fraternity and Xi Sigma Pi as chapter forester, and had honorary standing in Scabbard and 
Blade at CSU. He was a life member of the Society for Range Management and the Society of American 
Foresters. He was president of the Grand Canyon Council, Boy Scouts of America in Arizona. He served in 
the U.S. Army both on active duty and as a Reserve Officer in the Field Artillery.   

In addition to all the above noted recognition, honors and responsibilities, Ray Housley’s legacy as a leader 
in the Forest Service, as a mentor for young and aspiring forest officers, as a stalwart proponent of the 
Forest Service’s Multiple-Use mission and as an ardent advocate of Natural Resource Conservation will be 
long remembered and appreciated.   

 



 

  

                                                             William D. Hurst 
                                                                      1915 - 2016 

 
 
 
Forest Service Employee 
 
Places, units or projects served 
 

Date(s) Location                Position(s) 
1937 * 1938 Seasonal Wasatch NF, UT Administrative Guard 

1938 Winter Seasonal Wasatch NF, UT Insect Control Team 
1941 Wasatch NF, UT Range Examination Supervisor 
1942 Manila District, Ashley NF UT District Ranger 

1946 - 1950 Cache NF Staff Assistant -Assistant Forest Supervisor 
1950 – 1955 Ashley, UT Forest Supervisor 
1955 – 1957 Washington Office Assistant Director Range Management 
1957 – 1962 Regional Office R-4, Ogden UT Director Range & Wildlife 
1962 – 1966 Regional Office R-4, Ogden UT Deputy Regional Forester 
1966 – 1976 Regional Office R-3, Albuquerque NM Regional Forester 

 
 
Biography 

 
William "Bill' Hurst had a long and distinguished career in the Forest Service 
beginning at a time when the Agency was still pioneering the professional 
practice of forestry. In addition to his regular contributions to that effort 
during his many and varied assignments, there were a number of events 
and activities that were particularly memorable to him as well as the Agency 
he was proud to serve. These highlights included the following. 
His first employment on the Wasatch N.F. in 1937 was as a CU 5 
Administrative Guard and the only employee on the unit. The assignment 
was rather unique, because even though it was at the sub-professional level 
it was the equivalent of a District Ranger's position. The need to perform all 
of the necessary work by himself was a both a challenge and an opportunity 
to hone his skills and in doing so contribute to increased understanding of 
the resource management job at the ground level. 
Bill accepted increasingly important assignments, which took advantage of 
his education and experience in range and wildlife. One highlight was the 

opportunity to work with Regional Forester Floyd Iverson to help mediate and resolve some very critical 
range problems in Region Four. The approach they used of insisting on solid field data and then giving 
unwavering support to District Rangers and Forest Supervisors, who were working directly with the public 
and individuals who were most affected by Forest Service decisions, was both effective and somewhat 
unusual at the time. It succeeded in reaching solutions that have stood the test of time. 
In 1966, the Spanish-American uprising in Northern New Mexico over land grant rights was a major 
challenge for the Forest Service. As the new Regional Forester, Bill was faced with a volatile situation 
involving, among other things, firearms, and attempts to invade National Forest lands and facilities and 



implied if not actual threats to Forest Service personnel. The movement was eventually defused with both 
parties reaching common ground. Luckily, Forest Service people suffered no bloodshed 
Throughout his career in the Southwest Region, Bill was involved in supporting research that was seeking 
ways to increase water yield from National Forests through vegetative manipulation. Research results were 
not promising. They especially were not compatible with a philosophy of Multiple Use Management. Bill's 
1974 paper, read before the Arizona Watershed Committee, discussing the implications of the research 
brought reality to the program. The message of this paper eventually received general acceptance. 

 
Hurst’s first day with the U.S. Forest Service. 
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	He is survived by his wife, Dorothy; three children and their families.
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	Gerald (Jerry) Anderson
	Date of Birth February 11, 1933 
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	Biography
	Joel was born March 28, 1939, in Elsinore, to Alma Warren and Ida Conder Frandsen. He was an alumnus of South Sevier High School and Utah State University.
	He married Kerry Allred of Spring City in 1963, and they are the parents of three children.
	Joel served 34 years as a forester with the U.S. Forest Service in Wyoming, Idaho, Nevada, and Utah; and five years as the Utah State Forester. He was proud to serve as the national chair of the Smokey Bear Committee. Joel received many awards and acc...
	Joel had a great love of horses, mountains, western folklore, storytelling, natural resources, Fox News, the vanishing western way of life and was a staunch advocate of the Multiple Use-Sustained Yield Act.
	Joel was an expert in western outlaw history, spending many hours researching, publishing and speaking. He was an active member of the LDS church and lived by the motto, “Enjoy the Journey.”
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	Magnus “Gene” Eugene Chelstad.was born Dec. 13, 1933 to Norwegian parents Bessie and Magnus. Gene grew up working on the family farm in Iowa and graduated from high school with a small class size of 12 students.
	At the age of 17, Gene pursued his dream of becoming a G-man and joined the FBI in Washington D.C., working in their nascent fingerprinting department. He was encouraged to get a college degree, and decided to return to Iowa to attend Iowa State Unive...
	After graduating with a B.S. in forestry, Gene was drafted into the U.S. Army, and was eventually stationed in West Germany. He received several awards and distinctions, including a medal for Good Conduct.
	Following his honorable discharge from the Army, Gene began working for the U.S. Forest Service and met his wife Vivian in a Sweet Home church as she was presenting a slideshow about her time serving as a registered nurse in Africa.
	A promotion for Gene moved the new couple to Southeast Alaska, where they lived in many different towns over the years and had their three children. Along the way, Gene discovered his lifelong love of saltwater fishing, catching Pacific salmon and hal...





