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Honor Roll
Program
The Forest Service Museum Honor Roll recognizes
those who have contributed to the mission of the Forest
Service. Anyone is eligible, including current, former
and retired employees of the Forest Service, and people
or groups whose work has supported the Forest Service
mission. The Honor Roll can also commemorate special
events in U.S. Forest Service history.
A Memorial Grove on the National Conservation Legacy
and Education Center grounds in Missoula, will honor
everyone who has contributed to the mission of the
Forest Service – past, present and future.
A book of all Honor Roll Members, along with their
biographies, will be on exhibit for public viewing in the
National Conservation Legacy and Education Center.

Daniel B. Abraham
1923-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1942
1943-1946
1946-1950
1950-1956
1956-1961
1961-1965
1965-1967
1967-1969
1969-1970
1970-1978
1978

Location
Region 6
Army Air Corps
Various Forests, Region 6
Various Forests, Region 6
Siskiyou N.F. Gold Beach, OR
Winema N.F. Klamath N.F. Klamath Falls, OR
Portland, OR
Regional Office R5, San Francisco, CA
Shasta Trinity N.F. Redding CA
Klamath N.F. Yreka, CA
Retired

Position(s)
Seasonal Employee
Seasonal Employee
Forester
Forester, District Ranger
Staff Officer
JCCC Center Director
Regional Staff Officer
Deputy Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Dan was born May 19, 1923 on a farm in western Oregon. In 1942 he worked as a
season employee for the Forest Service, and joined the Army Air Corps in 1943,
serving until 1946. He graduated from Oregon State School of Forestry in 1950,
and resumed his career with the Forest Service as a forester in Region 6.
He served on nine national forests in Oregon, Washington and California, and
region offices in Oregon and California. He retired as Forest Supervisor of the
Klamath National Forest in Yreka, CA.
Upon his retirement in 1978, Dan and his wife Sue remained in San Rafael, CA
where he did volunteer work for the Marin County Open Space District for more
than 20 years, with emphasis on the Sun Valley Area, where he hiked daily.

Gene Alden
1927-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects where person served
Date(s)

Location

1961 - 1967

Clearwater N.F. Orofino, ID

1967 - 1970
1970 - 1975
1976 – 1988

Kaniksu N.F. Sandpoint, ID
Helena N.F. Helena, MT
Deerlodge N.F. Butte, MT

Position(s)
Administrative Assistant first year,
Budget & Accounting Analyst
Budget & Accounting Analyst
Administrative Officer
Administrative Officer

Biography
Gene Alden was born on January 6, 1927.
On the Helena National Forest, Gene served as Administrative Officer for support
services in Budget & Accounting, Personnel Mgt, Procurement, Resources
Accounting, Office Services, and Law Enforcement. In 1976, the Deerlodge
National Forest started a two-year experiment to centralize business management
activities of four forests. After the trial period, the three other Administrative
Officers positions were reestablished.
As the Deerlodge National Forest Administrative Officer from 1978 until January
1988, Gene provided support services for the Anaconda Job Corps Center with
staff assistants and 20 clerical persons. At that time the total forest budget was
$10 million annually.
Gene Alden 2006

From 1976 through 1982 he served as a co administrator with a Department of
Interior representative for the Youth Conservation Corps grant program in Montana.
This was an environmental education summer program for 15 to 19 year olds.

The Administrative Officer position was one of six staff officers to the Forest Supervisor. The other five staff
officers were the Timber, Recreation, Resources, Forest Planner and Forest Engineer.

Norman Allison

1920-1993

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1950s - 1960s

Location
Clearwater N.F. Idaho
Kaniksu N.F. Sandpoint, ID
Custer N.F. North Dakota

Position(s)
Engineer
Engineer
Engineer

Biography
Norm Allison was an engineer on the Clearwater NF in the 1950s and 1960s. For a period of time he worked
supervising field survey and design crews for Forest Service system road construction. The forest road
program was sizable during this period. Some years later Norm worked in similar road projects on the
Kaniksu NF out of Sandpoint, ID. He also worked on the Custer NF in western North Dakota. After
retirement he lived in Victor MT.

Clarence E. Almen
1931-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1950
1950-1953
1956-57
1957-1958
1958-1960
1960-1967
1967-1973
1973-1975
1975-1982

Location
Cabinet National Forest, ID
Rocky Mt. Ranger District, Musselshell
Lewis and Clark NF
Stanford
Lewistown
Custer NF
Colville NF
Wallowa Whitman NF
Pacific NW Regional Headquarters
Portland

Position(s)
Summer work

Biography

Clarence E. Almen, 81, a longtime resident of Missoula, passed away
June 27, 2013, at Dayspring Adult Care Home in Vancouver, Wash.
He was born Aug. 2, 1931, in Hettinger, N.D., to George and Luella
(Bingaman) Almen. Clarence graduated as the valedictorian from
Hettinger High School with the class of 1949.
After high school, he graduated from Montana State University (now the
University of Montana) in the class of 1953 with a degree in forestry
specializing in range management and an ROTC commission in the
United States Air Force. He trained in T-6 Texans and flew multi-engine
planes (C-119s and B-25s) in Germany and France from 1953 to 1956
for the 12th Troop Carrier Squadron. He was known by fellow officers as
a quiet, calm and capable pilot.
On Aug. 26, 1963, he married Martha Luse in Billings. Before moving to
Missoula in 1982, he, his wife and his two children, Joanie and Scott,
lived in Colville, Wash.; Baker, Ore.; and Sherwood, Ore.
In 1987 Clarence retired from the United States Forest Service as a grazing administration specialist in the
USDA Forest Northern Region headquarters in Missoula, after 34 years of federal service. He started work in
1950 in the Cabinet National Forest. In the summers, 1950-’53, he worked on the Rocky Mountain Ranger
District, Augusta, Lewis and Clark National Forest, Bureau of Land Management in Wyoming and the
Musselshell Ranger District, Martinsdale.

Subsequent assignments with the Forest Service were in the Lewis and Clark National Forest at Great Falls
(1956-’57), Stanford (1957-’58) and Lewistown (1958-’60). From 1960-’67 he was assigned to the Custer
National Forest headquarters, Billings. He served on the Colville National Forest (1967-’73), WallowaWhitman National Forest (1973-’75) and the Pacific Northwest regional headquarters in Portland, Ore. (1975’82).
Clarence enjoyed more than 25 years of retirement activities including traveling, visiting family, shooting,
hunting birds and prairie dogs, and flying radio-controlled planes and helicopters.
Survivors include his children, Joanie (Ken) Peckels of Vancouver and Scott Almen of Gilbert, Ariz.; and two
brothers, Don (Belva) Almen of Albany, Ore., and Jerry Almen of Richardson, Texas; and two grandchildren,
Cassie and Philip Peckels of Vancouver.

Albert W. “Andy” Anderson

1911-1956

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1932 - 1956

Location
Shasta National Forest, California

Position(s)
Timber Management

Biography
Albert William" Andy" Anderson was born September 18, 1911 at Pullman, Washington. Albert died
November 25, 1956 on the Inaja Fire, within the Palomar Ranger District, Cleveland National Forest, about
10 miles southwest of Julian, San Diego County, California.
Albert W. was one of the many Andersons who were always known as Andy - many of his workmates
probably did not know that his name was actually Albert W. So, for the remainder of this document he will be
referred to as Andy.
Andy was one of three sons born to his parents. This Anderson family moved to Mt. Shasta, Siskiyou
County, California in 1921, when Andy was ten years old. He attended elementary and high school in Mt.
Shasta and was well known and respected throughout the community.
Andy went to work for the Shasta National Forest at Mt. Shasta in 1932 and spent almost his entire career
until his death working in various aspects of the timber management program, mostly on the Shasta National
Forest but occasionally on short details to other units. Although he was not a graduate forester, he was
thoroughly skilled in all aspects of timber management in the inland Northern California ecosystems. Andy
was so knowledgeable in timber management that he repeatedly served as a mentor to many young
graduate foresters who had not yet become skilled in forestry. Aside from Andy's very considerable technical
skills he was both well known and well liked and highly respected both within the community and by loggers,
foresters, and others he worked with.
During the years of Andy's Forest Service career all able-bodied employees were required to serve as
needed on forest and brush fires. Although Andy's primary duty was timber management, Andy served
willingly on many, many fires and often said that he had more fire time than many of the so-called firemen.
With his timber background he was often assigned as tractor boss, supervising the bulldozer construction of
fire lines. At the time of his death he was serving as night sector boss supervising hand crews (one of which
was a San Diego County Viejas Honor Camp prison crew) on the northeast comer of the Inaja Fire, which
was a Santa Ana wind-driven fire that eventually burned about 43,000 acres mostly within the Cleveland NF
in San Diego County.
About 8 pm Sunday November 25, 1956 Andy's prison crew was building hand fire line downhill through

brush cover westerly toward the dry San Diego River bed. The fire overran the crew and eleven men were
burned to death. In addition to Andy, two other Forest Service employees, a prison correctional officer, and
seven prison inmates died.
The Chief of the Forest Service, Richard E. McArdle, immediately assigned an investigative team, which
thoroughly investigated this tragedy. The findings of this investigative team led to several follow on study
teams, who in turn made specific recommendations for improvements. Thus, it might be said that
considerable good eventually came from this tragedy, including the Ten Standard Firefighting Orders, greatly
improved fire training, protective equipment including the fIre shelter, fire-resistant clothing, and several other
safety developments, which in turn saved other lives later.
His wife Frances in Mt. Shasta, his daughter Mrs. Carol Austin of South Carolina, and a granddaughter
survived Andy. Andy's brother Elvin was killed in World War II and his other brother Avery died of a heart
attack while hunting a few years before Andy's death. Andy's funeral was held Saturday December 1, 1956
at Noble's funeral home in Mt. Shasta, jointly with the funeral of Forrest B. Maxwell, another of the Forest
Service employees who died with Andy.

Jerry Anderson
February 11, 1933

Gerald (Jerry) Anderson
Date of Birth February 11, 1933
Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

1960 - 1962

Regional Office, Pacific Southwest Region 5,
Watershed Management, San Francisco, CA

Regional Soil Survey Party
Team Member

1963 - 1967

Cleveland National Forest, Watershed Mgt
San Diego, CA

Cooperative Soils Survey Team
San Diego County

1967 - 1974

Eldorado National Forest, Watershed Mgt
Placerville, CA

Soil Survey Team Member and
Forest Watershed Staff

1975 – 1980

Reginal Office, Pacific Southwest Region 5
Watershed Management, San Francisco, CA

Regional Soil Scientist

1980 – 1990

Shasta-Trinity National Forest, Watershed Mgt
Redding, CA

Forest Watershed Management
Staff Officer

1991

Retired

Biography
Jerry was born in Kirksville, MO. His early grade school years, during WW-II, were spent in
Montana, Missouri, and in Sonoma, CA, where his father was stationed as a doctor at the Mare
Island Naval Shipyard. After the war his family relocated to Carthage, IL where he graduated
from Carthage high school. He attended Iowa State College one year, and spent two years in
the US Navy, serving as a Hospital Corpsman at the U.S. Naval Hospital in Philadelphia.
In 1960, Jerry graduated from University of California-Berkeley, receiving a BS in Forest Soil
Science. He began his career with the Forest Service in 1960 as part of the Regional Soil
Survey Team, Pacific Southwest Region 5, Watershed Management Staff. He mapped soils on
the Groveland Ranger District, Stanislaus Nation Forest and on the Orleans Ranger District, Six
Rivers National Forest.
Jerry moved to the Cleveland National Forest in 1963 where he was the Forest Service Soil Scientist
representative on the USDA SCS-FS Cooperative Soil Survey team mapping San Diego County.

Dedicated to preserving the history of the USDA Forest Service and forest conservation

In 1967, Jerry moved to the Eldorado National Forest where he was the USFS member of an
Interagency Cooperative Soil Survey team mapping the Lake Tahoe Basin. After that survey was
complete he became the Eldorado National Forest Soil Scientist. His duties included managing the
Watershed program and Forest Soil Resource Inventory.
Jerry moved to the Regional Office in 1975 to take on the duties of the Regional Soil Scientist of the
Pacific Southwest Region 5, directing Soil Resource Inventories on the eleven National Forests in
California.
In 1980 he moved to the Shasta-Trinity National Forest where he became the Forest Watershed
Management Officer. His responsibilities included managing and overseeing the Forest's Soil Resource
Inventory, Emergency Burned Area Rehabilitation, Environmental Geology, Ecological Inventory, Water
Rights, Watershed restoration and erosion control, providing interdisciplinary team planning support,
and Range Management.
Jerry retired in 1991 and lives with his wife Marilyn in Redding, CA.

Richard Brooks Anderson
1923 –2010

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1943 1955 – 1965
1965 - 1980

Location
U.S. Air Force
Missoula, Montana
Alta, Utah
Bridger-Teton National Forest
Sawtooth National Recreation Area, Idaho

Position(s)
Tail-gunner
Smokejumper
Snow Ranger
Timber sales administrator
District Ranger

Biography
After a full and productive life of adventure and accomplishments, Richard Brooks Anderson died at home on
October 18, 2010, at the age of 87. This strong, independent, industrious retired forester was a voracious
reader well-versed in many subjects and a great storyteller with a razor-sharp mind. He lived a rich life,
refusing to let age or prostate cancer slow him down.
Richard was born in Detroit, Michigan on October 18, 1923 to Earle O. Anderson and Helen W. Hill. His
family moved to Long Beach, California, and he graduated from Woodrow Wilson High School in 1942,
studied math, physics and engineering at Long Beach City College, and in 1943 entered the Air Force at the
age of 19.
Dick was a 15th Air Force B-24 tail-gunner in Italy, where he was credited with more than 50 missions
targeting refineries and marshaling yards in southern Europe. He parachuted to safety after his plane was
shot down in northern Yugoslavia. He returned to the skies for future missions over Austria, France, Italy,
Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Romania and Poland.
After his honorable discharge, he attended the University of Idaho, earning a B.S. degree in forest
management in 1949. He then logged with his brother, Bob, for two years in McCall, Idaho, and was a
smokejumper based out of Missoula, Montana.
In 1953 he earned his master's degree in forestry and bought his well-loved 1946 Taylorcraft airplane. From
1955 to 1965, Richard was snow ranger at Alta, Utah, where he met his wife, Mary, after handing her the
glove she had dropped at the top of the ski lift. They began their life together skiing the powder before the
slopes opened each day.
Dick spent many summers building timber-access roads in Bridger Teton National Forest in Pinedale,
Wyoming and working as a timber sales administrator in roadless areas. From 1965 to 1980, Dick was a
forest ranger in Hailey, the Sawtooth National Recreation Area, Heise and Shelley, Idaho. He retired at the
age of 65 and started a five-year project of love—building from scratch a 50,000-board-feet, classic,
character-charged home in Hailey.
Dick loved attacking problems that took patience, ingenuity, perseverance, tenacity and a creative mind.
Because of his calm, generous and kind spirit, young people gravitated to his side to work and learn valuable
life skills.

Walt Anderson
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Walt Anderson is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

William “Andy” Anderson
Unknown

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Previous
1950-1962
1962-1970

Location
Los Padres N.F.
Upper Lake, CA
Willows, CA Mendocino N.F.

Position(s)
District Ranger
Lands and Recreation Officer

Biography
“Andy” graduated from New York at Syracuse, and began his career with the CCC. Andy was an
outstanding Ranger, he was knowledgeable in managing the district’s natural resources, and was
particularly diligent in processing timber trespass. He was an excellent personnel manager and trained
many of his employees for more responsible positions.
Andy was one of the best.

Don Arundell
1931-2014

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1950-1951
1954-1955
1958-1959
1960-1961
1961-1964
1964-1971
1971-1978
1978-1990

Location
Los Padres National Forest
Las Padres National Forest
Klamath National Forest R5 Callahan RD
Los Padres National Forest San Luis
Obispo RD
Eldorado National Forest R5 Pacific RD
Los Padres National Forest San Luis
Obispo RD
El Dorado National Forest Placerville, SO
Region 5, RO, San Francisco,

Position(s)
Fire Crew, Fire Control
Patrolman
Fire Crew Foreman
Forester
Asst. District Ranger
District Ranger
Fire Management, Lands Officer
Lands and Minerals Staff

Biography
Don Started with the Forest Service on fire crew on the Los Padres. During one fire season on the Ojai R.D.
working for FMO Phil Cook, he met Peggy Cook, Phil's Daughter. Don and Peg married in December 1954.
After two years in the Army, he returned to college for his degree in Forestry, graduating from Oregon State,
and then started as a Junior Forester on the Los Padres in 1960.
He served on the Eldorado and Los Padres in various jobs, and then joined the Lands and Minerals staff in
the R5 Regional Office.
Don retired in September 1990, after a 39-year career. He and Peg moved to Clayton in 1979.

David C. Bacon

1944 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

1972 – 1976
1976 – 1977
1978
1979 - 1982
1982 - 1992

Location
Mill Creek and Arrowhead Districts, San Bernardino
NF
US Army
Mill Creek and Arrowhead Ranger Districts, San
Bernardino NF
Payson District, Tonto NF, AZ
Gila NF, NM
Regional Office R-3, Albuquerque, NM
Hay Fork District on the Shasta-Trinity
Supervisors Office Klamath NF, Yerka, CA

1993 - 1999

Supervisors Office Cleveland NF, San Diego, CA

1963 - 1967
1968 - 1969
1970 – 1971

Position(s)
Fire Fighter
Fire Chief
Fire
Fire Management Officer
Dispatcher
Fire Management Officer
Assistant Forest Fire Management
Officer
Forest Fire Management Officer

Biography
David Bacon began his Forest Service career as a seasonal on a fire
crew, then moved to a helitack crew and eventually crew foreman. He
was involved in fire prevention work on the BDF (unknown reference).
After military service in Vietnam 1968 – 1969, David returned to the
helitack crew. He then transferred to Region 3 as a District Fire
Management Officer on the Payson Ranger District, Tonto National
Forest. His next assignment was to the Gila National Forest in Silver
City New Mexico as Assistant Forest Fire Management Officer. After a
year as Region 3 Fire Dispatcher he moved to the position of District
Fire Management Officer on the Hay Fork District on the Shasta-Trinity
National Forest in California. David’s next moved to the Klamath
National Forest as Assistant Forest Fire Management Officer and then
to the Cleveland National Forest in the same position. Later be came the Fire Management Officer on the
Cleveland National Forest located in San Diego, California.
David retired from the Forest Service in 1999. He has continued working in various aviation support
positions on fires following retirement. In 2005, David is employed as a consultant by Firewise 2000, INC.

C. Bradley Baker
Carrie Baker

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1918

Location
Blackfeet National Forest, Kalispell, MT

Position(s)
Forest Examiner

Residences in Kalispell, Libby and Missoula, MT

Biography
C. Bradley Baker graduated in 1912 from the Michigan Agriculture College
(now Michigan State) in forestry. Baker joined the Forest Service probably
soon after graduating in 1912 and resigned late 1919 to return to Michigan
to his family's homestead..
In 2003, Doris Baker wrote about the stories her parents told about
Christmas 1916 in a Forest Service cabin in Montana:
A gilded pine cone on a twig that looks like a pipe has a lot to do with my life.
It always hangs on my Christmas trees, but it has meaning far beyond the
holiday season.
In late December 1916, my parents-to-be, Bradley and Carrie Baker, and
another couple climbed off a train at night in the middle of the forests of
Northwestern Montana. A bonfire blazed near the tracks to mark the train's
stopping point for the engineer. As they piled off the train, knee deep in
snow, their friends, Wally Weber and his wife, Gertrude, stepped out of the circle of firelight. They stacked
baggage on a sledge and started a mile-long hike down a trail to the Weber's cabin. The stars were so bright
they seemed to be shining just above the treetops.
The men were in the United States Forest Service during its early years and Wally, called Ducky by his
buddies, with his wife, Gertrude, was spending a year in the Kootenai National Forest scaling trees for a
government timber sale. Provisions and mail were dropped off the train every month for them and aside from
a telephone to the nearest ranger station, Wally and Gertrude had no other contact with the outside world.
For months the Weber's had been looking forward to their friends' Christmas visit and Gertrude had tried to
think what she could make for presents out of materials at hand in their wilderness home. One day as she
walked through the woods a pine cone still on its stem caught her eye. The shape reminded her of her
husband's pipe. My father never smoked anything so she thought it would be a good joke to paint the pine
cone gold for his Christmas gift, and she fastened it to a gold string to hang on the tree.

My father left the Forest Service to rescue his grandfather's homestead farm in Michigan just before the
Great Depression began. During hard times on the farm, I grew up on wistful stories of my mother and
father's early married years in Montana. Christmas in the woods was a favorite often repeated--how many
pounds of meat, candy, potatoes and canned goods 'the six friends consumed in one week; how it took the
women all day to decide which Christmas tree they wanted from the thousands around the cabin; how Ducky
Weber fell on a rock one day when they were skiing and
bit his pipe in two; and I was always shown a photo of
my mother coming down a hill with her skis too far apart.
The caption said, "Bradley! Stop me!" They always
finished the stories with a special smile for Christmas
Eve. There was no room in the small cabin for six people
so my parents slept in a tent with a wooden floor and a
stove. After the fire went out, their breath frosted the
covers with ice so thick they had to keep pulling the
blankets up under their chins and folding the top one
back. Christmas morning the thermometer read 420
below zero.
The stories and the little gold pipe gained new significance when, in late life, I realized that exactly nine
months after that Christmas day in the Kootenai Forest, on September 25th 1917, I was born in Kalispell,
Montana. The pipe is still shiny and the original gold thread still holds it on a branch of my Christmas
trees. Will the thread break some Christmas day and will that be my last Christmas? It would be a good
ending for all the stories.

Joy Ann Baker

1930-2016

Biography
Joy was born on Feb. 12, 1930, in Shelby to Robert and Emma
Rathbun. Joy, the youngest of three children, grew up in Sunburst
where her father worked as a geologist for the petroleum refinery. Living
on the family farm, she developed the self-confidence and determination
she displayed throughout her long and interesting life. Joy graduated
from Sunburst High School and later from Rocky Mountain College in
Billings with a bachelor of arts in secondary education.
Teaching a high school business curriculum, including typing and
shorthand, allowed her to live and teach in Nevada, Washington,
Alaska, Japan, Belfry and Anaconda. It was in Anaconda where Joy met
Charles Baker and they married on June 6, 1959. In 1963 the couple
transferred with the Anaconda Company/Champion International to
make Missoula their permanent home.
After moving to Missoula, Joy chose to raise a family first. In 1974, Joy
joined the Missoula YWCA as activity director. Seeing a great need in
the community, Joy was instrumental in the formation of the Missoula
YWCA Battered Women’s Shelter.
Joy made friends easily and was very active in the Missoula community. She played in three bridge clubs
and participated in TOPS weekly. She always was a teacher, a leader and a dear friend. She was an
inspiration to so many. Joy enjoyed gardening, canning, cooking and especially baking. No apple pie will
ever taste as good as those made by Joy.
A wife, mother and grandmother she freely gave her love to family and friends. Survivors include her loving
husband of 57 years, Charles R. Baker; children Charlotte and (Raymond) Nelson, Robert C. Baker and her
truly pride and joy granddaughters Hope Nelson of Missoula and Jennifer Nelson of Issaquah, Washington.
She was preceded in death by her parents Robert and Emma; sister Nan C. Friesen; brother Robert
Rathbun, and cousins William Cossey, John Byfield and other family members.

Malchus B. Baker, Jr.
1941 - 2002

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1969 - 2002

Location
Rocky Mountain Research Station, Tempe, AZ
Rocky Mountain Research Station, Flagstaff, AZ

Position(s)

Research Hydrologist
Research Hydrologist

Biography

Malchus obtained a B.S. degree in forestry from Southern Illinois University in 1964. After earning a Master
of Forestry degree from Yale University, he completed a doctoral program in forest hydrology at the
University of Minnesota in 1971.
He worked for the Forest Service's Rocky Mountain Research Station in Tempe and Flagstaff, Ariz., from
1969 until his death. His contributions to forest hydrology and watershed management were numerous and
noteworthy, including authorship or joint authorship of 112 Journal article, technical bulletins, symposium
proceedings, books and reports. He was a frequent presenter at scientific conferences, symposia and other
professional meetings. In addition, he helped organize numerous regional, national and international
conferences. He was note for his role for his role as curator and authority on the Beaver Creek and other
historic watershed research programs in the Southwest. He was a member of the adjunct faculty at the
University of Arizona and Northern Arizona University, where he presented guest lectures and guided the
research programs of many graduate students.
Shortly before his death, he was recognized with the Rural Community Assistance Award from the Chief of
the Forest Service for work he did as part of the Upper Verde River Adaptive Management Partnership in the
Prescott National Forest. He was an active member of the Arizona-Nevada Academy of Science, the
Arizona Hydrologic Society, the American Geophysical Union, and the Society of American Foresters.
Malchus Baker died on Sept. 24, 2002 at the age of 62.

Ivan Purnell Bakerville

1906 - 1970

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1929
1930-1931
1932
1933-1934
1936

Location
Lassen N.F.
Lassen N.F.
Lassen N.F.
Angeles N.F.
Lassen N.F.

1937
1938
1939
1943-1958
1959-1967

Lassen N.F.
Lassen N.F.
Lassen N.F.
Lassen N.F.
Lassen N.F.

Position(s)
Scaler
Forest Guar & Scaler
GRD Laborer & FA
Foreman CC, Scaler, Guard
Graderman, PerDiem Grd, Trail
Bldr Opr, CCC
Admin Guard
Chief Forest Guard
Sr. Forest Guard
Fire Control Assistant
Fire Control Officer

Biography
Ivan Bakerville served 33 years, 8 months and 9 days with the U. S. Forest
Service. His career began in 1929 on the Lassen National Forest. The next few
years he moved on to Forest Guard and Graderman. One year was spent on the
Angeles National Forest as a CCC Foreman, Scaler, and Guard. The following 31
years Ivan spent on the Lassen N. F., Mineral District. All but one year was spent
at Sterling City. His many duties and positions included Per Diem Guard, CCC
Trail Blader Operator, Fire Guard, Administrative Guard, Chief Forest Guard,
Senior Forest Guard, Fire Control Assistant, and finally District Fire Control
Officer.
Ivan (also known as 'Dobie') gained region wide recognition for his capabilities in
Fire Trespass Investigations. One of his most interesting investigations took him
to the Ozark Mountains of Missouri. He cultivated a wide range of close
cooperation with other fire agencies, lumber companies, and private citizens
throughout the Mineral-Red Bluff area and beyond.
Ivan was beloved by many for his involvement in the local Red Cross, and the
Boy Scouts of America. He had a deep, lasting interest and belief in young
people, believing that not even one could not be thrown away.
He worked endlessly to provide an example of respect, understanding and love of
the outdoors. His legacy has remained a solid base for many over the years, and
has been passed down through the generations as love for the forests and great
outdoors and all of its magical wonders.

Mary Barr

1925 –2010

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

1974-1976

USFS Region 5

1976-1985

USFS – Region 5
USFS – Region 6
USFS – Region 5

1985-1988

Position(s)
First Women Pilot in Forest
Service/ FAA Pilot Examiner,
Accident Prevention Counselor
Aviation Safety Officer
National Aviation Safety Officer
Regional Aviation Officer

Biography
In 1944 Mary learned to fly in a Piper Cub. Mary worked nights in a
factory to pay for flying lessons. She then moved to New York, to
attend aircraft mechanics school, and worked on military aircraft
during World War II.
Mary and her husband, Dave, bought the fixed base aviation
operation at the Susanville Airport, during the Great Depression, and
they ran it until 1974. Mary hauled firefighters all over the northwest.
In 1974, Mary became the first woman pilot for the Forest Service,
flying lead plane out of the North Zone Air Unit, Region 5. Her career
included serving as a FAA Pilot Examiner, and Accident Prevention
Counselor. She moved to the Regional Office, Region 5 in 1976,
serving as Aviation Safety Officer, until she transferred to the
Washington Office as National Aviation Safety Officer. In 1985, she returned to California to serve as the
Regional Aviation Officer in Sacramento, until she retired in 1988.
In 1964, Mary became one of the first four women to compete in the Reno Air Races. One daughter, Molly,
was a commercial airlines captain, and her other daughter, is bestselling author, Nevada Barr. Mary is
recognized in the Smithsonian Institute's Air and Space Museum, with a photo of her lead plane pilot days. In
2001, Mary was inducted into the Aviation Hall of Fame, at the 12th annual International Women in Aviation
Conference, which drew 3,500 aviation professionals and enthusiasts. General Chuck Yeager, (USAF, ret)
was the keynote speaker. A memorial to Mary can be found on the internet, titled Memorial to Mary Barr, and
located at http://marvbarr.wordoress.com/

John Curtis Barrington

1933-2014

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
2/1955-9/1955
1955-1958
1958-1962
1962-1970
1970-1976
1976-1988

Location
Cairo, IL, USFS Research Station
Fort Jones RD, Klamath NF, R5
Mad River RS, Six Rivers NF, R5
Callahan R.D. Klamath NF R5
Supervisors Office, Klamath NF R5 Yreka
Regional Office R5, Timber Staff

Position(s)
Researcher
Junior Forester
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
Planning Staff
Timber Staff Budget Officer

Biography
John was born to Curtis and Lois Barrington in Milwaukee on January 20,
1933. He attended local schools, and was active in athletics and the Boy
Scouts, achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. On graduating from Wauwatosa
High School in 1951, he enrolled at the University of Wisconsin, in Milwaukee,
and attended classes there until 1953. He then enrolled in the Forestry School
at Iowa State College, in Ames Iowa, graduating in January of 1955.
John’s first professional position was a Researcher at the USFS Research
Facility at Cairo IL. In September 1955, he was assigned to the Klamath NF,
R5, arriving during the infamous "Haystack Burn." His assignment took him to
the Fort Jones RS, where he met and married a local girl and schoolteacher,
Mary Ann Branson.
In 1960, John transferred to the Mad River RD, where he served as Assistant
Ranger. In 1962 John went back to Klamath, as District Ranger on the Callahan RD. By this time, three
children had been added to the family: Two daughters and a son. In 1970 he again transferred to the
Klamath NF, Forest Supervisors' Office in Yreka, where he served on the Planning Team.
In 1975 John transferred to the Regional Office, R5, in San Francisco, where he served as Budget Officer for
the Timber Management Staff, until his retirement in 1988.
John loved his time in the forest where he was privileged to work all those years and he loved his golf,
serving as active member of the Forest Service Golf Club.

Bruce Barron

1920-2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1944-1959

Location
Susanville, California

Position(s)

Biography
Bruce Barron was born to Ernest and Bertha Barron in San Jose, California
on April 5, 1920. He graduated from Coalinga High School in 1938 and
continued on in education to attend Fresno State College, San Jose State
College, Lassen Junior College, College of Marin and the University of
California in San Francisco. majoring in the Natural Science fields, Bruce
education also covered specialized courses in Vocational Arts.
While a project manager for the Carl N. Swenson Company, a construction
firm working at the Tulelake Segregee (Japanese Relocation) Center,
Bruce met his wife of 67 years, Elna Maria Walldin during World War II. The
couple was married in Reno, NV on March 11, 1944. Shortly thereafter,
Bruce went to work for the U.S. Forest Service where he was instrumental
in establishing the Roops Fort Museum in Susanville. Bruce and his wife,
Elna, moved their home to Manton in 1959 where they engaged in cattle
ranching and real estate development.
The Barron's were vital and active members investing time and energy to aid in the development of the
Manton community for the many years. Bruce and Elna sponsored the Manton Frontier Days Rodeo and
Barbecue from July 1961 thru June 1975. After the Manton Frontier rodeo ended, Bruce and Elna continued
to develop the Rodeo barbecues which evolved into the well known Barron's Waterwheel park located in
Manton. Also known for his fun metal sculptures which can be seen at the Waterwheel Park, Bruce has left
his imprint on the Manton community and its history.
Bruce Barron led an extraordinary life. He had been a guide and outfitter for members of the National
Geographic Society exploring Baja, California. Bruce had also served as a member of the known author Erle
Stanley Gardner's expeditions into the hidden heart of Baja to obtain materials for Gardner's many
adventures stories. Bruce was an accomplished pilot who thrived on adventure and embraced what life
offered him.
During the late 1970's into the early 1980's, he worked with the late Honorable Senator Ray E. Johnson.
Active in politics, Bruce held a variety of positions during which his responsibilities covered 15 counties. He,
also, worked on literary projects over the years and authored a published book "FABULOUS MEMORIES OF
A TRULY ADVENTUROUS LIFE," a collection of memorable short stories. Over the most current years,
Bruce was an accomplished musician happily performing old time music with his band, "The Campfire
Serenaders," at community functions and fundraisers. He will be sorely missed.
Bruce is survived by his wife, Elna, nephews: Barry, Ronald and Darryl Swenson, nieces, grand nephews
and grand nieces and his cousin, Geoff Barron in England, Ruth Nicholaisen, Debbie Bernardi, Paula Prince,
Donna Leach, Roy Walldin.

William J. “Bill” Barton

1923-2009

Partner
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1947 - 1956
1956 - 1959
1959 - 1965
1965 - 1968
1968 - 1972
1972 - 1974
1974 - 1983
1983 - 1985
1985 - 1988

Location
South Carolina State Commission of Forestry
Union Camp – Land Management, GA, FL
Union Camp - Forest Product Sales,
Union Camp - Wood Procurement, new Alabama Mill
Union Camp - Wood Procurement, Savannah Mill
Union Camp – Savannah Woodlands
Union Camp – Savannah Woodlands
Union Camp – Southern Woodlands
Union Camp Woodlands Division

Position(s)
Forester
Forester
Supervisor
Supervisor
Superintendent
Division Manager
Regional manager
Manager
Operations Manager

Biography
William J. Barton served as President of the Society of American
Foresters in 1992. He joined the Society of American Foresters in 1948
and was elected a Fellow in 1987.
William was born in Canton, North Carolina. During World War II he
served in the Europe as an Infantry Officer from 1944 to 1946. Following
his military service he attended North Carolina State University and
graduated in 1947 with a B.S. degree in forestry.
William began his forestry career with the South Carolina State
Commission of Forestry. In 1956 he joined Union Camp Corporation as a
forester and subsequently served in the Alabama Woodlands Division,
where he organized and directed the wood procurement effort for a new
Alabama mill, and in the Savannah Division as general superintendent of
wood procurement and as manager of the Savannah Woodlands Region.
In January 1983 he was promoted to Woodlands manager, with
responsibility for all land management, wood procurement and harvesting
operations in Georgia, Florida, Alabama, South Carolina North Carolina and Virginia.
He also served as senior vice president of the Rocky Creek Logging Company, a Union Camp subsidiary,
which conducts logging operations in Alabama, Florida and Georgia. He retired from Union Camp
Corporation Woodlands Division from the position of Operations Manager. William was responsible for all
land management, wood procurement, company harvesting, and attendant forestry activity in six
southeastern states. Following retirement he started a forestry consulting company, Barton Consultants of
Savannah, Georgia.
Barton also was active as president of Southern Forest World, a forestry interpretative center in Waycross,
Ga.

Donald R. Bauer

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Circa 1950
- 1958
1958 - 1977

Location
Various locations R-5
San Jacinto Ranger District, San Bernardino NF, CA
California Region (R-5), San Francisco, CA
San Bernardino NF, CA

Position(s)
District Ranger
State and Private Forestry
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Following his service in the U.S. Navy in World War II and graduation from Oregon State School of Forestry,
Don was employed by the U.S. Forest Service. He held various positions in Region Five, until he was
selected as District Ranger on the San Jacinto Ranger District of the San Bernardino National Forest.
Sometime during his tenure there, he came to the realization that being a line officer in the Forest Service
was the most appropriate manner for him to contribute to the organization.
He was promoted to a position in State and Private Forestry in the Regional Office, where he served until he
was selected as Forest Supervisor of the San Bernardino National Forest in 1958, where he served until his
retirement in 1977.
Don was zealous about proper land use, and sensitive to the public trust placed in land managers in the
Forest Service. But in his perception, his greatest contribution to strengthening that public trust was his role
in preparing his District Rangers and Forest Staff Officers to assume greater responsibilities in the Forest
Service. He held the Forest Supervisor position in very high esteem, and constantly prepared San
Bernardino personnel under his direction for that role. He also recognized the need for well-qualified people
in various staff specialties, to serve as Regional Staff Directors.
Don Bauer's legacy to the Forest Service is the tally of people from his National Forest that went on to
greater responsibilities. From 1958 through 1977, Don saw eight people go on to Forest Supervisor
positions. Six went on to become Regional Staff Directors, five of whom were in Fire Management in four
different Regions.
Three of his people went on to become Staff Directors in the Washington Office. Two protégés became
Regional Foresters, and one of those became Chief of the Forest Service.
Don was a student of history, and he applied his store of knowledge to current situations in complex land use
issues. He invoked early California history, history of the Forest Service, and even early Roman history, in
directing courses of action. Don would have loved to see the Museum of Forest Service History come to
fruition in his lifetime.

Lynn Biddison

1927 - 2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1943-1944
1945
1946-1948
1948-1951
1953

Location
Angeles National Forest
U.S. Navy
Angeles National Forest
University of California at Berkeley
Angeles National Forest

1968
1980
1982
1982

Southwestern Region, Albuquerque
Pacific Southwest Region, San Francisco
Retired Forest Service
Fire-Trol Company

Position(s)
Crew, Fire Tanker
Seabees, Philippines
Firefighter
Student
Heli-jumpers
District Ranger
Forest Fire Control Officer
Regional Fire Director
Regional Fire Director
Company Representative

Biography
Loved and admired by many, Lynn Robert Biddison, 88, passed away October 19,
2015 as a result of injuries sustained in a motor vehicle collision in Albuquerque
on October 11, 2015.
During a long and prestigious career with the U.S. Forest Service and after retiring
from the agency, Biddison periodically lived in Albuquerque, the city he and his
wife, Susan, chose as a good place to settle down, an area with lots of family and
friends.
Lynn Robert Biddison was born May 14, 1927, on a ranch east of Los Angeles,
California, to Thelmas Lynn Biddison and Dorothy Evelyn Wood. Lynn died on
October 19, 2015 as a result of injuries sustained in a motor vehicle collision in
Albuquerque on October 11, 2015.
Lynn’s father and his brother, Donald Lee Biddison, had Forest Service careers.
Lynn went to the University of California at Berkeley in 1948, studying forestry and
graduated in 1951.
Lynn followed in the footsteps of his father, who was a wildland firefighter with the
Civilian Conservation Corps and later on the Angeles National Forest in the 1930s.
Lynn said his dad and two other veteran “fire dogs” were his role models, noting
they had the common traits of being “tough and fair to all” as well as being direct and decisive.
Lynn was hired as a fire tanker crew member at the age of 16, and throughout the rest of his career, his
specialty was aviation and fire management. He joined the U.S. Navy in 1945 and served with the Seabees

in the Philippines until the end of World War II. He promptly resumed firefighting on the Angeles National
Forest in California, where he went on to work his way up the ranks, but always keeping involved in the
trenches. By 1953, he was among the first “heli-jumpers” who dropped into fire zones from helicopters.
Lynn advanced to district ranger and fire control officer positions in California, and was regularly dispatched
to fires all over the country. It was during these years that Lynn played an instrumental role in developing an
“incident command” system for the agency that involved establishing standing fire management teams. In
1968 he moved to Forest Service Region 3 in Albuquerque, where he became Regional Fire Director. He left
12 years later for his last posting with the Forest Service, as Regional Fire Director for Region 5, based in
San Francisco. After retiring in 1982, ending a nearly 40-year run with the Forest Service, Biddison worked
as a representative for Firetrol, a company that provided fire retardant products to agencies in the U.S. and
other countries.
Lynn was a proud and loyal Forest Service after retirement. He played a big part in organizing a National
Forest Service Reunion in Albuquerque in 2015 that was held in the days following the car crash. He was a
driving force in an effort to establish a National Museum of Forest Service History
Lynn is survived by his wife, Susan, daughters Teri and Kim, and six granddaughters.

Richard T. (Dick) Bingham

1918-2010

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1936-1942

Location
University of Idaho, Moscow Idaho

Position(s)
Graduate Student

Bachelor of Science Forestry Degree
Master of Science Forest Pathology Degree
1942-1946
1946-1953
1954-1976

United States Marine Corps
Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, Spokane,
Washington
Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station,
Moscow, ID

Forest Pathologist
Forest Pathologist

Biography
Dick was elected to the Forest Honor Society XT Sigma Phi while In Graduate
School, University of Idaho. In October 1942 he volunteered for the U.S. Marine
Corps and was entered in an officer's candidate unit at Quantico, VA. He
remained in the Corps through the Mariana Islands Campaign, Tulagi and
Guam. He was honorably discharged in January 1946. He was a life member of
the Kendrick, Idaho Veterans of Foreign Wars serving as Post Commander 1996
and 1997.
He started forest pathology research in Spokane, WA with the Bureau of
Entomology and Plant Quarantine in 1946. Almost all of his research was
directed towards controlling the white pine blister rust disease. From 1953
through 1975, mostly while stationed at the Forest Service Forestry Science
Laboratory at Moscow, Idaho, he pioneered in white pine tree breeding towards
genetic control of the blister rust disease. During that time he worked closely
with Forest Service and other scientists throughout the United States and the
world. His early promising research resulted in being awarded the U.S.
Department of Agriculture's Superior Service Award in 1974 His entire research unit received a similar award
the same year.
Dick authored or co-authored more than 40 scientific publications on white pine silviculture and blister rust
resistance.
He served as chairman of the Inland Empire Chapter of the Society of American Foresters and on the
Society's working group on forest tree breeding. In 1989 he was elected a fellow of the Society and also
received the Society's Barrington Moore Memorial Award for distinguished individual research in biological
sciences. He was also active in the International Union of Forest Research Organizations, and presented
papers at the union's meetings in Copenhagen, Denmark and Lake City, Florida. In 1969 he was appointed
scientific director of the NATO-IUFRO Advanced Study Institute covering forest tree rust resistance.
In 1984 he was selected as the 1984 Honor Alumnus of the University of Idaho's College of Forestry, Wildlife

and Range Sciences.
With the help of many Forest Service, State of Idaho and private industry cooperators some 400 apparent
blister rust resistant "candidate" trees were selected. Controlled pollinated crosses resulted in the
establishment of blister rust resistant western white pine seed orchards currently producing the seeds used
in western white pine area restoration and plantation establishment.
Dick also organized a group of people interested in native plants
which became the White Pine Chapter of the Idaho Native Plant
Society. He served as the Chapter's first president and in 1989
gave his first native plant presentation to a chapter meeting at the
University of Idaho- a slide lecture on the "Flora of the Seven
Devils.” Members have great memories of weekend campout trips
to the Seven Devils in the 1990's with Dick and Clyde Miller. Dick
authored several local flora and plant check lists. Two annotated
checklists of relevance to those who find their recreation in the
Hells Canyon of the Snake River or the Seven Devils, Idaho are
the "Guide to the Common Plants of the Seven Devils Mountains"
authored by Richard T. Bingham and Clyde J. Miller and the
"Guide to the Common Plants of Hells Canyon" authored by
Richard T. Bingham and Douglas M. Henderson.

Bags Controlling Pollination
for Genetic Research

Dick enjoyed numerous overnight back pack fishing trips to the
upper Marble Creek and the Little North Fork of the Clearwater
River (in the fall prior to Dworshak Dam) with Homer Hartman,
Clyde Miller, Dave Graham and Ralph Kizer. After retirement from
the Forest Service he bought a jet boat that provided a number of
very eventful and memorable plant identification trips on the Snake
River with fellow adventurers including Ray Boyd, Chuck Wellner,
AI and Marjory Stage, Fred Johnson and many others. Dick, also
known by many as "RT,” a very accomplished forest pathologist
and botanist, truly enjoyed all of life to the fullest.

John W. Bohning

1920 - 2009

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1947
1948
1948 - 1951
1951 - 1957
1957 - 1959
1959 - 1966
1966 - 1968
1968 - 1981

Location
Starkey Experimental Forest, Umatilla National Forest
University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho
Umatilla NF, Pendleton OR
Santa Rita Experimental Range, Forest Service
Research, Tucson, Arizona
R-3 Southwestern Regional Office, Albuquerque, NM
Kaibab National Forest, Williams, Arizona
Santa Fe National Forest, Santa Fe, New Mexico
Prescott National Forest, Prescott, Arizona

Position(s)
Forestry Aid
Graduate Student
Range Analysis
Director
Range Management Staff
Range and Wildlife Staff Officer
Range and Wildlife Staff Officer
Range and Wildlife Staff Officer

Biography
Jack Bohning's 34 years of public service to the Forest Service and our nation
are full of stories of professionalism, education, mentoring, citizenship and
community support. His professional career commenced with the economic
and social changes that were spurned by the post war era in the United
States. His early years in experimental forest and range programs contributed
to the science of range management. His professionalism and skillful work
became readily apparent to agency officials as he was called on to assist
various forests in their range and wildlife management programs. He was a
great teacher and mentor to new agency employees unfamiliar with range
management concepts.
Jack's leadership and dedication to public service is apparent is his service to
his country. He served as a pilot in the United States Marine Corps during
World War 11. His also served as a Marine Corps Active Reservist for 30
years attaining the rank of Colonel. During the Vietnam War, he served on the
staff of the US Marine Corps School at Quantico, Virginia. His piloting and knowledge of air operations were
utilized by the Forest Service in local and national aerial fire detection and aerial fire suppression efforts.
Jack became a member of the Society for Range Management in 1949, only the second year of its
existence. Jack served as the Arizona section President, as a National Board member and eventually served
as National President and Executive Secretary in 1982. For his outstanding contributions to the science and
Society for Range Management, he was awarded the Range Society's highest recognition, the Renner
Award, in 1987. He was also appointed an Honorary Board Member of the Yavapai Cattle Growers, the
oldest cattle association in Arizona.
In 2006, Jack was still active serving as a volunteer as Chairman of the Conservation Education Program for
the National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) in the Prescott, Arizona area.
Jack made outstanding contributions to his profession, the Forest Service, his community and his church. It
is worthy to note that his land management activities resulted in significant improvements to the condition of
National Forest and private lands. He had a great sense of humor that endeared him to others. His caring
ways were an excellent example for others. He and his wife Arline raised 5 talented daughters.

In 2006, Jack and Arline relocated from Prescott, Ariz., where he had retired from the USFS to Paonia, CO.
Jack passed away in December, 2009, survived by his wonderful wife and daughters.

Howbert (Hob) Bonnett

July 17, 1930 – April 29, 2019

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1949
1955
1955-56
1958-60
1962-63
1963-66
1966-68
1968-70
1970-76
1976-79
1979-85

Location
Siskiyou N.F.
Nevada N.F.
Payette N.F.
Payette N.F., Krassel RD
Boise N.F.
Region 4, Ogden, UT
Region 4, Ogden, UT
Admin.,Mgmt. Div. Wash. D.C.
Admin., Mgmt. Div. Wash. D.C.
Admin., Mgmt. Div. Wash. D.C.
Admin., Wash. D.C.

Position(s)
Smokejumper
Recreation Aid
Timber Staff
District Ranger
Timber Staff
Timber Staff
Computer Management
Computer Systems analysis
Computer Tech. Management
Computer Management
Systems Management

Biography
Howbert William (Hob) Bonnett was born in Seattle, WA to Howbert Bainter and
Mary Catherine Biggs Bonnett. He was raised in Sacramento, CA and earned a
Bachelor of Science in Forest Management at the University of Idaho. Hob and
MaryBell (Mac) McVicker were married in Moscow, Idaho on April 14, 1954.
Hob spent 36 years working for the U.S. Forest Service in positions from Timber
Management staff, to District Ranger, to Chief of Computer Management, retiring
as assistant to the Forest Service Chief of Administration in Washington, D.C.
Some of Hob’s notable accomplishments include developing plotless cruising on
the Payette National Forest in the late 1950s, and instructing Timber Staff in its
use. This increased the efficiency of timber cruising operations. As District
Ranger, he led the Zena Creek High Lead Logging Project on the Krassel Ranger District on the Payette
National Forest from 1959-1962. In the technology sector, Hob worked with the University of Utah computer
staff to develop improved, quicker means of analyzing timber studies to make the date useful in a realistic
timeframe. He also managed the development and installation of the computer facility for Forest Service
Region 4, and let the study on the future of automation with the Forest Service from 1968-1970 in the
Washington office.
After retiring, Hob & Mac moved to Fairfield Harbour, New Bern, NC. In retirement, Hob operated a computer
consulting business and in 1992 published a manual for using computer programs for boats and boaters. He
enjoyed boating and was active in the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, serving in several staff offices including
Flotilla Commander of New Bern Flotilla.
Hob was predeceased by his parents, his son William Dean Bonnett and brother Roger Newton Bonnett. He
is survived by his wife of 65 years, Marybell (Mac) Bonnett, son James Howbert Bonnett and two nephews.

Dale Bosworth

1945-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1966-1986
1986-1994
1994-1997
1997-2001
2001-2007

Location
ID, MT, and Eastern Washington
Wasatch-Cache National Forest, UT
Intermountain Region, Ogden, UT
Northern Region, Missoula, MT
Washington, DC

Position(s)
District Ranger (Powell Ranger District)
Forest Supervisor
Regional Forester
Regional Forester
Chief of the Forest Service

Biography

DALE BOSWORTH, was raised in northern California and is second
generation Forest Service.
He graduated from the University of Idaho in 1966 with a degree in Forestry
and immediately joined the U. S. Forest Service. He served in a variety of
positions in Idaho, Montana and eastern Washington, including District
Ranger of the Powell Ranger District near Lolo Pass.
In 1986 he became Forest Supervisor of the Wasatch-Cache National
Forest in Utah. He later served in Washington DC and California and in
1994 became Regional Forester of the Intermountain Region of the Forest
Service headquartered in Ogden, Utah. In 1997 Bosworth became Regional
Forester for the Northern Region in Missoula.
He was named Chief of the Forest Service in 2001 where he served until he retired in 2007 after 41 years
with the agency. Since retirement he does volunteer work for the Forest Service’s International Programs
and serves on several other boards, including the National Association of Forest Service Retirees. Dale and
Carma live in Missoula.

Robert “Bos” Bosworth

1940-2014

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1965-1968
1968-1997

Location
Clearwater NF, Idaho
Bonners Ferry District, Idaho

Position(s)
Silviculturist and Fire Manager

Biography
Robert Walter “Bos” Bosworth, 73, passed away unexpectedly on Jan. 17, 2014,
at his Bonners Ferry home.
Robert “Bos” was born June 19, 1940, in Albuquerque, N.M., to Albert M. and
Phyllis W. Bosworth. They lived in Socorro, N.M., while Al was going to school. In
1944, their daughter Jane was born and shortly afterwards they moved to Silver
City, N.M., where Bob and Jane attended school. While at Western High School,
Bob was active in sports, band, was a delegate to Boys State, and was a member
of the National Honor Society.
In 1958, after graduating from high school, he entered the forestry program at
University of Montana at Missoula, MT. While at UM, he was very active in the
forestry club.
He was in Chi Sigma Phi and received the Silas Thompson award. He was club
vice-president, 1960-61, and Chief Push of the Forester’s Ball in 1962. He was
also Honor Council chairman 1961-62. It was U of M that Bob first tried logger sports.
He was co-Bull of the Woods at the 1961 AWFC Conclave. Logging sports were to be a life-long activity.
He went to work on the Bungalow Ranger District on the Clearwater National Forest after graduation. He met
his future wife, Jill, on a blind date to the Forester’s Ball. After 13 months as a medic in Korea, Bob returned
to Missoula where he and Jill were married on June 5, 1965.
After four more months in the army in California, the Bosworths returned to North Idaho to the Kelly Creek
District on the Clearwater National Forest. In 1967 Bob’s future sawing partner, Carson, was born. In 1968,
the family left Orofino, Idaho, for Bonners Ferry, Idaho, where Bob was a forester on the Bonners Ferry
District. In 1970, daughter Megan was born. Bob became a certified silviculturist and fire manager until he
retired from the U.S. Forest Service in 1997.
While in Bonners Ferry, Bob was active in the community in many ways, including the Jaycees and Kiwanis,
where he was chairman of the Kiwanis basketball program.
Besides being devoted to his family, Bob had several interests that were extremely important to him,
including the Society of American Foresters. He was the first field forester ever elected president of SAF.
After his national term, he continued to be active in the Selkirk Chapter of SAF and he served as general
chairman of the 1989 national SAF convention.

Logging sports were a great part of his life. He was very proficient with a crosscut saw. One of Bob’s fondest
wishes was to saw with Carson. Their double bucking team won several world championships. His best Jack
and Jill partner was daughter, Megan.
Bob also wanted to saw with grandsons, and did so several times with his oldest, Hunter, with Sawyer, the
younger, helping as oiler.
Bob is survived by his wife of 48 years, Jill; son Carson of Lake Geneva, Wis.; daughter Megan (Phil)
Shelmerdine of Seeley Lake, Mont., with grandsons Hunter and Sawyer, of whom he was extremely proud;
sister Jane (Jack) Sturgis, El Paso, Texas; nieces Joselyn and Michelle and several cousins. Bob was
preceded in death by his parents Al and Phyllis Bosworth.
Bob was loved and highly respected in all aspects of his life and will be deeply missed by all who knew him,
as he left some very large shoes to be filled.

William Bowman
1936 - 2010

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1955
1956 – 1960

Location
Rogue River National Forest
Los Padres National Forest

1962 -1969

Los Padres National Forest

1970 – 1973
1978 – 1987

Sequoia National Forest
Eldorado National Forest

Position(s)
Fire Crewman
Patrolman
Suppression Crew Foreman, District Asst. Fire
Control Officer
Fire Management Officer
Forest Fire Management Officer

Biography
In 1955 Bill started with a suppression crew on the Applegate Ranger
District of the Rogue River National Forest in Oregon's Region Six.
That job came through employment search at his school, Cal Poly
University, San Luis Obispo, CA. He transferred to the Los Padres NF
(R-5) in 1956 and served there until his US Army service took him to
Panama from 1960-1962.
He returned to the Los Padres from 1962 until 1969. During those
years he rose from Suppression Crew Foreman to Assistant District
Fire Control Officer. It was during this period that he developed
relationships with the Region's "Hot Shot" crews. His fire behavior
knowledge and fire suppression techniques began to expand. He used that ability and knowledge for
firefighter safety and the public good for the rest of his life.
In late 1969, he went to the Greenhorn District of the Sequoia NF headquartered in Bakersfield, CA. His new
job was District Fire Management Officer. His diligence in that job, plus his outstanding performance during
the extreme fire season of 1970 earned him a promotion to Assistant Forest Fire Management Officer for the
Sequoia NF. He held that position from 1973 until 1978. He led the Forest's fuel management and
broadcast prescribed burning programs for those years. Five local communities were protected.
Those efforts amounted to about 10,000 acres of fuel reduction.
In 1978 Bill advanced to Forest Fire Management Officer on the Eldorado NF. He was well known
throughout the Region, and was promptly accepted. One reviewer said, "He was never a grand stander or a
loud voice, but when he spoke he was always listened to." He served on Incident Command Teams
throughout Region Five and elsewhere. His most challenging fire assignment was as Incident Commander
on the Blue Mountain Lightning Complex. (Region 6) Eight major fires were included in that responsibility.
Those fires are referred to as "one of the major events in the Region's fire history." His support of Regional
Hot Shot crews continued. He served as Liaison Officer for the Forest's Law Enforcement Unit with County
Sheriffs California Highway patrol, and other emergency responders.
Bill retired from the US Forest Service on January 2, 1987.

He did not retire from public service. He taught fire science at Sierra Community College (Rocklin, CA), to
the California Conservation Corps crews in Sacramento and Ione and for local fire departments. He
cooperated on or led six fire safety contracts for wild land communities.
Bill died August 11, 2010.

Henry E. (Hank) Branagh
1915-2002

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1942 -

1950 - 1955
1955 - 1958
1958 - 1972

Location
Eldorado NF, CA
Stanislaus, Lassen, Shasta, Los Padres
NFs
Tahoe NF, Nevada City, CA
Regional Office (R5) San Francisco, CA
Tahoe NF, Nevada City, CA

Position(s)

Timber Staff Officer
Regional Safety Officer
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Henry Branagh graduated from the University of California at Berkeley and received his permanent
appointment with the Forest Service on the Eldorado National Forest in 1942. Since then he served
on the Stanislaus, Lassen, Shasta, Los Padres and Tahoe National Forests. Hank, as he is known to
his many friends, was first assigned to the Tahoe Forest as Timber Staff Officer in 1950. In 1955, he
transferred to the Forest Service Regional Office in San Francisco as Regional Safety Officer. He
returned to the Tahoe National Forest as Forest Supervisor in 1958.
Doug Leisz, Regional Forester in charge of the National Forests in California praised Branagh for his
exceptional quality of leadership on the Tahoe National Forest. The development of major recreation
complexes at four reservoirs and the construction of two winter sports sites in the Donner Summit area
occurred under Branagh's leadership. The Forest experienced a 50% increase in timber production through
higher quality management during the past 14 years. Branagh was instrumental in establishing the Granite
Chief roadless recreation area. His efforts in the current Lake Tahoe Basin Study and the Cinder Cone
controversy involving proper disposal of effluent within tile north portion of the Tahoe Basin, were also noted
as major achievements under Branagh's term of service as Supervisor.
"The large numbers of people that use the Tahoe National Forest, coupled with its complex private
landownership pattern and the outstanding array of natural resources, present a continuous management
challenge to the Supervisor. Despite there problems, Branagh has made tremendous strides in providing the
needed wildland resources to our society. He has worked closely with State and local government
representatives and many citizen groups. His leadership and inspiration has made its impact throughout the
Forest Service. He will be sorely missed," Leisz stated.
Hank and his wife Alice were parents of three children - John, Marjorie, and Edward. He continued to reside
in Grass Valley until his death in 2002.

Duane G. Breon

1931 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1963-1965
1966-1967
1967

Location
Sitgreaves NF, Pinedale District, Pinedale, AZ
Heber Job Corps Conservation Center, Heber, AZ
Job Corps Conservation Centers, Washington, DC

Position(s)
District Ranger
Center Director
Program Specialist

1968

Job Corps Conservation Centers, Washington, DC
Management
USFC, Washington, DC
Regional Office, Region 9, Milwaukee, WI
Regional Office, Region 9, Milwaukee, WI
Regional Office, Region 9, Milwaukee, WI

Deputy Chief, Project

1969
1969-1973
1974-1977
1978-1987

Management Analyst
Branch Chief
Director
Deputy Regional Forester

Biography
Duane Breon was a super boss in helping and developing his subordinates even when it may have been
trying to his own program. In Milwaukee, Duane's staff group was "exploring and developing" a new type
of position, aptly named "program analyst" that came about under a nationally directed management
effort called Program, Planning and Budgeting. It was a government wide effort to improve program
decisions using analytical procedures and had originally come from Secretary Robert S. McNamara's
Defense Department. It could be controversial when the analysis didn't support a manager's position on
his program and the analyst then became a problem - a typical administrative situation. It was situations
such as this when Duane was so supportive and helpful.
He was also very good about getting employees into details that provided exposure to the broader Forest
Service organization and programs - exposure that was most helpful in advancing an individual's career.
Duane's retirement reflects his abiding concerns for conservation, serving in leadership roles on local
conservation organizations such as Resource Conservation and Development Committee, Crawford County
Resource Enhancement and Protection Committee, Crawford County Conservation Board and the Izaac
Walton Chapter.
Duane studied Public Administration at the University of Southern California under the Government
Employees Training Act, 1963-1964.
With his service in the Marine Corps in Korea, 1951-1953, and his twenty-four years in the Forest Service
and his continued conservation interest, Duane has served his country well.

Lloyd R. Britton
1923 - 2002

Marilynn Alice Wilson Britton

1923-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects where person served
Date(s)
1940
1948
Xxxx - 1958
1958 - 1964
1964 - 1968
1968 - 1971
1971 - 1987

Location
Stanislaus National Forest
Los Padres National Forest
Six Rivers National Forest
Descanso District, Cleveland National Forest
San Bernardino National Forest
Sierra National Forest
Mendocino National Forest
Plumas National Forest

Position(s)
Seasonal worker
Pilot
District Ranger
Fire Control Officer
Deputy Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Lloyd served as a B-24 pilot with the U.S. Army Air corps station in England and
flew missions throughout the European, African and Middle Eastern theaters
during World War II. Following the service, he returned to college and graduated
from the UC-Berkeley School of forestry with his bachelor of science degree in
1948.
Lloyd began a career with the U.S. Forest Service at 17, as a seasonal worker on
the Stanislaus National Forest. Following military service and graduation from
college, he became a fulltime employee assigned to the Las Padres National
Forest as a pilot. He went on to serve on the Six Rivers National Forest and
Klamath National Forest; as a ranger on the Cleveland National Forest; fire control
officer on the San Bernardino National Forest; deputy supervisor of the Sierra
National Forest; forest supervisor of the Mendocino National Forest 1965 to 1971
and supervisor of the Plumas National Forest from 1971 until his retirement in
1987. He was a member of the Society of American Foresters and a past
president of the Northern California Chapter.

Marilynn Britton was raised in Mountain View, California. She graduated from San Jose State College in
1945 with a degree in occupational therapy, working with injured World War II service members at Letterman
Hospital in San Francisco after graduation.
In a botany class at SJSC, she met Lloyd Britton. They were engaged on Christmas Eve in 1943, and the
next day Lloyd left for B-24 pilot training and the air war in Europe. They were married Aug. 18, 1946,
honeymooning at Gold Lake in Lakes Basin.
They first lived in Alameda while Lloyd finished his forestry studies at UC Berkeley, and soon after
graduation moved to Santa Barbara for a Forest Service job. This began the first of many Forest Service
moves; first to Orleans on the Klamath River; Eureka, briefly; next, many years on the Descanso Ranger
Station in the San Diego Mountains; then San Bernardino; Fresno; Willows; and finally Quincy in 1971,
where Marilynn lived for the rest of her life.

Marilynn and Lloyd raised six children. When they were small, Marilynn took night classes at San Diego
State, University of Riverside and Chico State where after 17 years she finally obtained her teaching
credential at age 48. She worked as a home study and substitute teacher in Quincy until she was 72.
Marilynn was a Cub Scout and 4-H leader, Sunday school teacher and PTA officer. When her children were
older, she began volunteering at the Quincy food bank; the hospital thrift shop; with Quincy Community
Hospital Auxiliary and the Pink Ladies at the Quincy convalescent hospital; and was Plumas County
chairwoman for the American Red Cross for 15 years. She was still volunteering at the food bank and
convalescent hospital until the week before she died.
She especially enjoyed being the old-time “school mistress” with the Plumas County Museum’s Pioneer
School Days program for all county fourth-graders each year. The Friends of the Library Literacy Program
was another favorite volunteering opportunity, as was helping at the museum. Marilynn was active in Eastern
Star and AAUW for almost 70 years, and she was quietly honored to receive a Paul Harris Fellowship award
from the Rotary Club of Quincy last month.
She is survived by her daughter Sue Britton Olson and husband Bill Olson; son Peter Britton and wife Sue;
son Bill Britton and wife Deb; daughter Jeannie Britton and husband Bob Wendel; son John Britton; and
daughter Carolee Britton Gregg and husband Bill Gregg.

Bruce G. Brown
1934-2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Biography

INFORMATION PENDING

Location

Position(s)

Gary G. Brown

1933 - 2012

`

Partner
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1960 - 1973
1973 - 1975
1975 - 1981
1981 1992
1988 2002

Location
Montana State Foresters Office, various
locations
Private Industry, Butte MT
Montana State Foresters Office, Missoula,
MT
Missoula, Montana
Missoula, Montana

Position(s)
Forester
Brown and Worth Electronics Co.
Unit Supervisor
Montana State Forester
President, National Museum of Forest Service
History

Biography
Gary G. Brown was born in Hay Springs, Nebraska, July 10, 1933,
graduated from Whitehaven (Tennessee) High School, 1951, and attended
the University of Montana, Missoula, receiving a Bachelor of Science Degree
in Forestry, June, 1960. In 1963, he completed Administrative Leadership
Training at the University of Montana. Gary attended the Government
Operations Institute, Washington D.C., 1983 and the Lewis and Clark
College, Portland, Oregon, Executive Seminar Program, 1989 – 1990.
He served four years in the United States Air Force, 1951 to 1955. Between
1960 and 1981 He held the following positions with the State Forester’s
Office:








Assistant on Swan State Forest
Timber Management Assistant, Kalispell,
MT
Supervisor, Clearwater State Forest, Sperry
Grade, Lincoln, MT
Supervisor, Swan River State Forest, Swan
Lake, MT
Forest Management Assistant, Projects and
Planning, Missoula, MT
Management Forester, Missoula,
District State Forester, Helena, MT









Area Forester, Helena
Forest Use Supervisor, Missoula
Resigned from Montana State Forestry,
went into private business, Brown and Worth
Electronics, Butte, MT, 1973 to 1975
Unit Forester, Clearwater Unit, Sperry Grade
Cooperative Projects Bureau Chief,
Missoula
Deputy State Forester/Assistant
Administrator, 1978 to 1981

Approved as Montana State Forester/Administrator July 1, 1981. The State Forester’s position was directly
responsible for planning and directing the development, use, protection and conservation of the State’s forest
and non-forest watershed resources. Products and services were provided statewide, and received by forest
industry, forest and range landowners, government agencies (federal, state and local), and a large segment
of the general public.

Partner with Forest Service and other Natural Resource Agencies and Organizations through the Forest
Service State & Private Forestry Program.
Gary Brown served as the first President of the National Museum of Forest Service History from 1988 to
2002. Gary provided countless hours of dedication and leadership to the National Museum of Forest Service
History. Through Gary’s leadership the Museum moved from an initial concept to an organization with a
Museum site, an initial building and a growing collection of memorabilia of the history of the Forest Service.
Gary joined the Society of American Foresters in 1960 and became a Fellow in 1991. He served on the
National SAF Council 1985 to 1987. He served as chair of on the Dean’s Advisory Committee, College of
Forestry Conservation, University of Montana, Missoula from 1983 to 1984. Gary participated in the National
Association of State Foresters from 1981 to 1992. He was the association's Western Representative, 1983 to
1984 and Chairman of the Water Resources Committee,
1988 - 1990 Other Memberships and Accomplishments:
 Montana Woodland Council Chairman, 1979
– 1983
 Montana Governor’s Advisory Committee on
Forest Resources
 Montana Governor’s Representative
McIntire-Stennis Program
 Montana State Rural Areas Development
Committee (RAD) and Past Chairman,
Forestry Sub-committee
 University of Montana, School of Forestry
Alumni Association Executive Committee
President 1984 – 1985
 Distinguished Alumni Award – 1989
 Northern Montana Forestry Association








Blackfoot Forest Protective Association
(Montana)
Board of Directors and Secretary-Treasurer
Keep Montana Green Association, 1982
1992
Western Forestry and Conservation
Association Trustee, 1985 – 1989
Montana Flathead Basin Commission, 1985
– 1992
Regional Forester’s (R-1) Partnership Award
(Watershed Cooperative, Grizzly Bear
Activities, National Museum of Forest
Service History)

Mason Blackmer Bruce
1908-2002

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
White Mountain National
Green Mountain National Forest
Monongahela National Forest
Olympic National Forest
Alaska Region
Washington Office

Position(s)

Forest Supervisor
Assistant Regional Forester
Assistant Chief, Division of Timber
Management

Biography
Mason Bruce was born on November 4, 1908 in Saugus, MA. He attended the New York State Ranger
School in 1926 and received a degree in Forest Management from the New York State College of Forestry at
Syracuse University in 1933. Mason Bruce entered employment with the U. S. Forest Service during the
Civilian Conservation Corps era and moved on to various assignments on the White Mountain, Green
Mountain and Monongahela National Forests. He later became Forest Supervisor of the Olympic National
Forest in the state of Washington and was Assistant Regional Forester in the Alaska Region of the U.S.
Forest Service in Juneau, AK. He concluded his career with the U.S. Forest Service as Assistant Chief of the
Division of Timber Management in Washington, D.C. He was a golden (Life) Member of the Society of
American Foresters.
After graduation from Syracuse University in 1933, Mason served on various Ranger Districts on the White
Mountain and Green Mountain National Forests in New England; then on the Monongahela National Forest
in West Virginia. During WW II he participated in the Timber Production War Project in the field and
Washington, D.C. After WW II, he became Forest Supervisor of the Olympic NF in western Washington
State; then became Assistant Regional Forester in Alaska; then was promoted to his Wash. DC assignment.
Mason Bruce was an outstanding professional Forester and career Forest Service employee. He and his
wife Catherine - and son David and daughter Betsy - were an exceptional Forest Service family. They not
only served in the Forest Service, but also were very active in many community activities. Mason was an
exceptional mentor to younger foresters. He was an outstanding role model as a professional and was Chair
of the Alaska Society of American Foresters. He retained an active interest in the Society of American
Foresters until he passed away.

William Franklin Burge
Smokejumper
Experiment 1939

The biography for William Franklin Burge is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper
Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Charles “Chuck” Burk
1922-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1949-1985

Location
Northern California, Montana

Position(s)
Smokejumper, District Ranger

Biography
Charles William "Chuck" Burk, 92, of Sequim passed away peacefully on
January 13, 2015, of natural causes.
Chuck was born on September 2, 1922, to Charles Everett and Emma
(Wiedenmeyer) Burk in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the second of four siblings.
In 1940, Chuck graduated from Washington High School in Sioux Falls, the
same high school from which his father had graduated in 1912.
After attending one year at Augustana College, a Lutheran college in Sioux
Falls, Chuck enlisted in the U.S. Navy just as World War II was beginning.
After a year at the Naval Academy Preparatory School, his tour of duty included
assignments on the USS California and the USS Cleveland.
Upon discharge from military service in 1945, Chuck went back to school, receiving his bachelor's degree in
forest management from the University of Montana, Missoula.
During two summers of these college years, Chuck worked as a smokejumper for the U.S. Forest Service,
when smokejumping was still in its infancy.
In April 1949, Chuck suffered a severe injury during a forestry class project that would land him in the
hospital for more than six months and would ultimately save his life: a few months after the accident, 12
members of his smokejumping crew perished in the notorious Mann Gulch Fire of Montana.
On June 26, 1951, Chuck married Naomi Brown, daughter of John Price Brown and Eva Hester Brown of
Milltown, Montana.
Chuck and Naomi moved to Washington, where Chuck worked briefly for Weyerhaeuser.
He then took a permanent position with the U.S. Forest Service.
As an inveterate outdoorsman, this was a perfect fit for Chuck. His love and respect for nature, combined
with his unwavering focus on doing the job right, made him an excellent forester.
He served in many capacities including as a district ranger, as a land appraiser and, of course, in firefighting.
His 33-year career with the Forest Service took Chuck and his family to live in many rural towns throughout

Northern California and, in later years, to Bozeman, Montana.
Chuck retired from the Forest Service in 1985, and he and Naomi moved to Sequim shortly thereafter.
Chuck is preceded in death by his older sister, Dorothy; his eldest son, Craig; and his youngest daughter,
Gretchen Browne.
He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Naomi Burk; his sister Vivian Anderson of Maplewood, Minnesota; his
brother Donald (Dolly) Burk of Missoula, Montana; his daughter Kathleen (Stephan Vidmar) Burk of Mesilla,
New Mexico; his son Donald (Laurie) of Cottonwood, California; seven grandsons (William (Kari) Vidmar of
Oak Harbor, Washington; Stewart Vidmar of Alexandria, Virginia; Kevin Burk of Dublin, California; Richard
Burk Vidmar of Denver, Colorado; Daniel Browne of Kalispell, Montana; David Browne of Palo Alto,
California; and Jordan Burk of Albuquerque, New Mexico); and numerous nieces and nephews.
We will remember Chuck for his wit, his charm and his grace, for his love of music and his gorgeous voice,
and for his ability to spin the most enthralling of tales.
Chuck was a highly-respected man whose devotion to God was evident in his sincere love for and interest in
all who walk this Earth, and especially in his readiness to help the underdog.
But most of all, Chuck will be remembered as a loving husband, the best of fathers, the best of grandfathers,
the best of friends — the best of men. We will sorely miss him.

John Bushfield

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
1950s-1960s

Location
Clearwater NF, ID
Kootenai NF, MT
Panhandle NF, ID

Position(s)
District Ranger

Biography
John Bushfield was a veteran of the 10th Mountain Division during World War II.
He worked in Blister Rust Control (BRC) on the Clearwater National Forests in the 1950s and1960s. Later
John became a District Ranger on the Kootenai NF and then moved to the combined Panhandle NF in Idaho
before he retired.
John worked as a Service Chief on project fires. He was the Fire Boss on the 1959 fire on the Delmar
Radtke's Canyon Ranger District, Clearwater NF. This was before the time fire overhead teams were
organized and sent as a team. John was always calm and a very capable Service Chief and supervising
BRC crews.
John skis at Schweitzer Mountain near Sandpoint Idaho. He is active in the Forest Service retiree group in
the Spokane - Coeur D'Alene area.

Andrew Cainion

1944-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1970s
1977-1983
1983-1991
1991-1994
1994-2005
2005

Location
Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie
Corvallis, OR
Region 10, AK
Frenchberg, KY
Mt. Hood NF
Retired from USFS

Position(s)

RO Personnel
Job Corp Center Director
Center Director

Biography
Andrew Cainion was born in 1944 in Kathleen, GA in a family of 14. He quit high school to work as a janitor
and in 1966 he began as Job Corpsman in Mt. Home, where he served three months.
In,1966 he moved to Pegosa Springs, CO for the Job Corps as GS-2 Dorm Supervisor, and in 1969 left
Pegosa Springs as GS-5 to return home.
It is a pleasure to know Andy Cainion, as an outstanding example of a Job Corps Program success story
with the USFS. Beginning as a Corpsman in 1966 and after dropping out of high school to go to work as a
janitor to help support his family with thirteen siblings. He is truly an extraordinary success story.

Joyce Calkins

1936-2016

Biography
Joyce Calkins Joyce Ann Calkins of San Miguel, CA, passed away of natural
causes on February 12, 2016, at the age of 80, with her family by her side.
Joyce grew up in California and graduated from Paso Robles High School
with the class of 1953. In 1956 she married Dick Calkins, and together they
shared almost 60 years of marriage. They had two children together, Rick
and Kelly. After her children left home, Joyce went to work for the United
States Postal Service, working as a window clerk in both the Frazier Park
and Atascadero offices. She retired in 2002 after more than 20 years with the
post office.
Joyce enjoyed making elaborate crafts, being the life of the party, cooking
gourmet meals from scratch, decorating her home and was a self-proclaimed
wedding planner. Most of all, Joyce loved her family and friends. She was
quick witted, intelligent, generous, and her kindness will be missed by
everyone in her family. She was a beautiful person inside and out.
She was preceded in death by her sons, infant Daniel Steven Guy, and Rick Calkins; brothers, Kenneth and
David McNellis, and her parents. Joyce is survived by her husband, Dick Calkins, to whom she was a loving
and loyal companion. She is also survived by her daughter, Kelly (Doug) Bungarz of Atascadero;
grandchildren: Jake (Tracey) Murch of Atascadero, Heidie Haskell of Atascadero, and Heather (David)
Duditch of San Diego; great-grandchildren: Julien Hinds, Zachary Binger, and Derrick Duditch. Joyce also
leaves behind her sister, Dorothy (Egedio) Vieira of Tulare, numerous nieces and nephews, cousins, lifelong
friends, and her two dogs that she loved, Sister and Sheila.
Next time you see a pink sunset, take a moment to think of Joyce.

Alex and Doris Campbell
Alex, Unknown-1991
Doris, 1915-2009

Forest Service Employee and Spouse
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1951 (Alex)
1970 (Alex)

Location
Los Padres N.F. CA
Los Padres N.F. CA

Position(s)
Head Ranger
Retired, U.S. Forest Service

Biography
Doris Campbell was born on St. Patrick's Day in 1915, and became an expert fly fisher, lover of the
outdoors, fabulous pie maker, teacher, artist, author and musician.
Doris was raised with her two brothers in a large two-story home on Chestnut Street in Chico, CA. Her family
spent many happy summers in the mountains to escape the heat. There; Doris learned fly fishing from her
father and to love the mountains, passions that lasted a lifetime.
Doris attended Chico State College, graduating during the Great Depression. She found a job teaching in a
one-room school at Hat Creek. It was on the creek while fishing that she met a handsome forest ranger,
Alexander Russell Campbell. They married in 1937 and worked and lived in Forest Service outposts
throughout the Sierras of northern California.
When Alex was promoted to head ranger for the northern section of Los Padres National Forest in 1951,
Doris was happy to take their three children and leave the cold, snowy winters behind.
When Alex retired in 1970, they build a retirement home on the Big Sur Coast, above Pacific Valley. They
also bought a camper and spend many happy times for the next 20 years traveling with their family in the
Sierras and the mountains of Colorado and Montana.
In 1974, they moved to Oakmont in Santa Rosa to be near their two sons.
They both were well loved by all who knew them.

David J. Card
1958 - 2003

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1978-1986
1986-1987
1987-1991
1991-1999
1999-2003

Location
Butte Falls Ranger District, Rogue River
National Forest
J. Herbert Stone Nursery, Rogue River
National Forest
Butte Falls Ranger District, Rogue River
National Forest
Custer National Forest
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest

Position(s)
Seasonal Forestry Aid
Laborer
Forestry Technician
Computer Specialist
Computer Specialist

Biography
There are a lot of ways to measure time. Astronomers use time frames
that are difficult to imagine. Geologists think in millions or hundreds of
thousands of years. Foresters use hundreds of years when describing
trees. You can also measure time in terms of the human experience.
By that standard, the Metlen Hotel, built in 1897 by J.C. Metlen, is in
middle age. That was where the memorial service for David Card was
held. In terms of human biology, David was also middle age. He died
doing what he loved. Riding motorcycles through the Western United
States.
David was a big bear of a man. Not the nasty kind of bear portrayed by
rogue grizzlies. He was an intelligent, soft, world wise, teacher sort of
bear, more like Baloo in Kipling’s Jungle Book. He could look around
and take in the good things the world offered, the bad simply not worthy
of his attention. This big bear of a man could fill himself up with those
good things, like he was preparing for winter. Store them up like honey
and salmon, and share them with others whenever he needed. Oh, we all have our dark times, as did David.
But with a small, faraway, glance at the distance he was back. His humor and sense of joy would teach us
about the world, one smile, one joke, one wise ass comment at a time. He would bring us together, he would
leave no one behind. He would move us to do things, big grin saying come with me, you can do it, come on,
let’s go, let’s have some fun.
David loved trees. He tried, in the best way he knew how, to live and work amongst them. Thus his career
in the Forest Service, living and working in the towns of the Pacific and Intermountain West. Like all of us,
his life was full of facts, places he has been, and things he has done.
1978 - Started work for the Forest Service as a GS-462-3 Forestry Aid, Butte Falls Ranger district, Rogue
River National Forest, studied basic Tree Climbing and Power Saw Handling, promoted in 1981 and 1983.
1986 - Became a WG-3502 at the J. Herbert Stone Nursery.

1990- Became a career-conditional employee, promoted into permanent, full-time status GS-462-5 Federal
employee in the Forest Service, and eventually promoted to GS-462-7.
1991 - Became a GS-334-7 Computer Specialist on the Custer National Forest, promoted and temporarily
performed as Acting Supervisory Computer Specialist.
1999 - Became a GS-334-11 Computer Specialist on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest.
But these events seem so brief now. So brief now that David is gone from us, taken in middle age. He was
a good worker, a hard worker, and people looked forward to working with him, side by side. But his work
extended well beyond the office. His big, teacher bear, side would come out and poke us in the ribs, Baloo
smiling and joking, focus, focus on the good things. We can’t help but wonder if his work with all of us must
have been complete here in this place. His spark, his spirit must have been needed elsewhere. There must
have been some darkness, some sadness elsewhere out there, somewhere we cannot see, somewhere well
beyond our understanding, something somewhere that was in need.
So we are left with our experience and memory. We can all picture this joyful bear of a man, walking down a
hallway in the office, shadows extending, late in the day, big grin on his round face looking over his shoulder,
long, black leather coat well down past his knees, getting smaller and darker in the distance. David Card,
going, and going, and going. Good-bye David, we will miss you here, in our minds, and in our hearts, for
sure David, for sure.
In loving memory, your coworkers and friends, June 2003
Patty Anderson, John Benner, Linda Benton, Linda Bodenlos, David Browder, Lori Erickson, Kim
Foiles, Tim Gray, Kristen Harrington, Bruce Jeske, Dana Lawrence, Martin Prather, Jose Saavedra,
Andy Scheible, Gerry Shimada, Sally Suk, William Tanke, Betty Toczek, Steve Vance, Jan Zarling

George D. Carlisle
1913 -2011

Cooperator & Forest Service
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1936 - 1938
1938 - 2011

Location
Eastern Region Forest Service
Prentiss & Carlisle, Forestry Consultants, Maine

Position(s)
Forester and CCC Foreman
Forester to President

Biography
George D. Carlisle was born June 25, 1913 in Bangor, Maine. George
graduated from University of Maine with a BS in Forestry in 1935. He
received a honorary Dr. of Science in 1958.
Upon graduation, joined US Forest Service as a Jr. Forester. George
assisted in buying land in Southern Ohio to establish the Wayne
National Forest. In 1936, George attended a U.S. Forest Service
Training Camp at Three Lakes, Wisconsin. He was promoted to Camp
Superintendent of a Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) Camp. After a
short period as superintendent, George left the Forest Service and
returned to a family forest consulting business, Prentiss & Carlisle in
Bangor Maine in 1938.
Carlisle was elected as a "Fellow" in the Society of American Foresters
–He is a member of Xi Sigma Pi, an honorary forestry society. George
has worked in all types of forestry activities -timber cruising, scaling,
and surveying -timber harvesting, timberland purchasing, etc. He is a
registered Professional Forester and Land Surveyor in the State of
Maine.
Carlisle was elected Treasurer, Vice President and, in 1967, President of Prentiss & Carlisle. He continued
to serve as a Director until his death in 2011. The company currently owns 93,000 acres and manages for
clients a total of 1,300,000 acres of timberland in New England and the Lake States.
Past Civic Activities include service as Mayor of the City of Bangor and as a member and Chairman of the
Bangor School Board. He was President of the Bangor Rotary Club and University of Maine Foundation, a
Director of Northeast Bank & Trust Co., Millinocket Trust Co., Bangor Hydro Electric Co, Union Mutual Life
Insurance Co., Silver Ridge Land Co., and Maine Forestlands, Inc., Director and Chairman of the Board of
Northeast Bankshares Assoc. and Director and member of the Executive Committee of the American
Pulpwood Association.
“George Carlisle was a pillar of the community whose visionary leadership helped shaped Bangor for
decades,” said U.S. Sen. Susan Collins in a press release. “He was an extraordinary individual who leaves
an enormous legacy.”

Robert F. Carlson
1909 - 2003

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1933
1938 - 1945
1945 - 1947
1947 - 1950
1950 - 1955
1955 - 1960
1960 - 1971

Location
Civilian Conservation Corp, Mt. Admas, Umpqua NF,
OR
Sequoia NF, CA
Lee Vining District, lnyo NF
Challenge/LaPorte , District Plumas NF, CA
Bakersfield/Greenhom, Sequoia NF, CA
Sonora District, Stanislaus NF, CA
R5 Regional Office, San Francisco, CA

Position(s)
Foreman

District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Fire Control

Biography
Bob Carlson retired from the USDA Forest Service in 1971 with 38 years of service, beginning as a
recreation foreman for the Civilian Conservation Corp Camp at Mt. Adams on the Umpqua NF. He was a
District Ranger for 15 years, on four national forests in California. His tenure in Fire Control (later Fire and
Aviation) included regional dispatcher and instructor for wildfire management at many courses at the
Redding Air Center. Bob retired in 1971.

Edward Clare Carpenter

1914-2003

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Sept. 1938

Location
Bitterroot National Forest, MT

Position(s)
Fireman and Lookout

1938 -1939

Nicolet National Forest, WI

Field Assistant - Junior Forester

1939-1941

White Mountain National Forest, NH

Foreman, CU-

1941-1942

Draper Corporation, Beebe River, NH

May 1943April 1946
May 19461947

U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers
Berry Creek Ranger Station,
Mendocino NF, Willows, CA

1947-1949

Brush Creek Ranger Station, Plumas
NF, CA

1949-1950

Tule Lake RS, Modoc NF

1950-1953

U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers

1953-1955

Gasquet Ranger Station, Six Rivers
NF, CA

1955-1956

Bass Lake Guard Station, North Fork
District, Sierra NF, CA

1956-1983

California Regional Office, San
Francisco, CA (attached to Sierra NF
SO, Fresno, CA and served other NFs)

1983

Retired

Log scaler and Clerk; also first aid man and
Assistant Paymaster.
Draftsman / Map Maker, European Theater of
Operations
Agricultural Aide, SP-5 FCA - Worked 19 fires in 2 years, as Fire Boss
Maps & Records Officer, Inspector, and
Transportation Officer
Assistant Ranger
Vice Commander, 572nd Topographic
Detachment
District Ranger
Managed area campgrounds and recreation
areas learned FS recreation area design
standards, supervised fire & maintenance crew.
Developed plans, surveys, and drawings for
campgrounds, recreation areas, and Forest
Service administrative sites. For major (Project)
fires, served as Maps & Records officer
throughout California

Biography
Edward C. Carpenter had a full U.S. Forest Service career, joining the
Forest Service in 1937 as a recent Forestry graduate from Michigan
State, and retiring in 1993; with interruptions during World War II and
Korea for service with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
Edward served as a draftsman and map maker in the European Theater
of Operations. He made maps for the 37th Division and Headquarters VII
Corps, including battle maps during the Battle of the Bulge. Edward was a
Platoon Leader of Division’s Topographic Detachment. He received
direct commission to 2nd Lieutenant May 1945. Recalled to active duty
during the Korean War, Edward served as 1st Lieutenant, Vice
Commander, 572nd Topo Detachment, Army Corps of Engineers located
at Ft Huachuca, AZ, to Beale Air Force Base, CA. He received a World
War II Victory Medal, American Campaign Medal, European–African–
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal and three overseas bars.
Ed served as a line forester, fighting fires, managing grazing and special use permits, mapping, planning,
etc. He served as Fire Control Assistant (FCA), Assistant Ranger, and District Ranger. Then in the second
half of his Forest Service career he joined a team of Foresters and Landscape Architects to establish
California Region-wide standards and practices for campgrounds and recreation areas. Ed's planning work
to develop campgrounds and recreation areas included sites in the Sierra, Klamath, Tahoe, Mendocino, and
Sequoia National Forests. These Forest Service sites have been enjoyed by thousands of National Forest
visitors per year, since the 1960's and 70's.
After retirement, Ed continued his work as a professional Forester, building a Forestry Technician program at
Kings River Community College (then Reedley College) California, teaching surveying at Bauder College in
Fresno, and writing land development plans as a California-licensed Forestry Consultant.

Ray Ceniceros
May 21, 1928-March 8, 2017

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1945
1952-1956
1956-1965
1965-1979
1979

Location
Del Rosa Hotshot Crew, San Bernardino NF, R5
San Bernardino NF, Cajon and Arrowhead RDs
Arrowhead RD, San Bernardino NF
Lake Arrowhead Fire District
Retired

Position(s)
Crewman
Various Fire Positions
Fire Control Officer
Chief

Biography
Born in San Bernardino May 21, 1928, Ray attended school in San Bernardino
until joining the Del Rosa Hotshot Crew as a 17-year-old.
He served in the US Army during the Korean War. Ray returned to a firefighting
career on the San Bernardino National Forest in 1952. In 1956, he was selected
as the Fire Control Officer on the Arrowhead RD, where he served until 1965.
Ray was then named Chief of the Lake Arrowhead Fire District.
Ray served as Chief until his retirement in 1975.

After his retirement, he remained active in the Mountain Fire Council, San Bernardino Fire Chiefs Association,
and the California Fire Chiefs Association.

George B. Chaffee
1923-2011

`

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1951

Location
Yellowstone National Park
Denali National Park
Montana Fish and Game
Bureau of Land Management
U.S. Forest Service
Montana Department of State Lands
Gallatin National Forest
Helena National Forest

Position(s)
Ranger
Range Conservation Management
Range Conservation Management
Range Conservation Management
Range Conservation Management
Chief Field Agent
Range Conservation Management
Range Conservation Management

Biography
George B. Chaffee passed on April 25, 2011 at St. Peter's Hospital in Helena
surrounded by his family. George was born in Billings, Montana on April 5, 1923.
He packed a lot of living into his 88 years, was a force to be reckoned with, and
will be missed. Dad grew up in Livingston, Montana. He fished and swam the
Yellowstone River as a boy and told us about selling whitefish his family caught
door-to-door during the Great Depression. He played basketball for the Park
County High Rangers, graduating in 1941.
He fired coal locomotives for the Northern Pacific, and worked with his father, a
Northern Pacific locomotive engineer. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941, Dad volunteered and joined the Navy. He served in the Pacific
during World War II and told us stories of being "aboard ship" in the great battles
for Guam, the Mariana Islands and Okinawa.
Following his Naval service, he returned to Montana, and like many World War II
vets, used the GI Bill to go to college. He graduated from the University of Montana in 1951 with a degree in
Wildlife Management and Education and later took graduate courses in Range Management. He worked as
a Ranger in Yellowstone National Park and took an assignment in Alaska where he spent three months
"batching it" in the wilds of the Kenai Peninsula, and then a winter in Denali National Park. Dad returned to
Montana, working for a number of natural resource agencies, including Montana Fish and Game, the Bureau
of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service. He often talked of his range management work on the
Helena Forest and knew many local ranchers. He was also proud of an assignment for the Montana
Department of State Lands as Chief Field Agent during Governor Babcock's administration. Up until just a
couple years ago, Dad worked as a Natural Resource consultant for many agencies and Montana ranchers.
Along with having itchy feet, he was a life-long botanist and instilled in all of us a love of nature and being
outdoors.
While on an assignment on the Gallatin National Forest in Bozeman he met Carol, his life partner and they
were married in 1954. With the arrival of five children, Dad became a devoted family man. The folks settled
on Lump Gulch, near Clancy when the children started school, and stayed put for 30 years. Our family has
many memories of hiking, camping, fishing and hunting as we grew up, and as we look back, we were
blessed. When the children were raised and left home, Dad and Mom continued their adventures, living in

Eureka, Ulm and finally in the Bitterroot before returning to Helena recently.
George is survived by his wife, Carol of Helena; children and their spouses, Jeff and Julie Chaffee of Clancy,
Patty and Bruce Bell of Big Timber, Jean and Zach Pallister of Helena, Lola and Randy Ramey of Spokane
and Diane and Steve Sigler of Missoula. He was Grandpa to 12 grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents, and several aunts and uncles. When you think of George, take
time to value nature, and pull a weed or plant some native grass, a shrub or a tree. Condolences may be
sent to the family by visiting www.aswfuneralhome.com.Clancy, Patty and Bruce Bell of
George also authored a story in the National Museum of Forest Service History Newsletter “Range
Reconnaissance Early 1900’s to 1960’s” in May of 2006. The story was presented to commemorate a
specialized unit of range examiners employed by the Forest Service.

John W. Chaffin, Jr.
1929 – 2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
U.S. Army, Korea

California

Position(s)
District Ranger, Fire Staff
Forest Supervisor
Deputy Regional Forester

Biography
John W. Chaffin, Jr., 82, died Oct. 10, 2011, in Green Valley. He was born Jan.
23, 1929, in Nowata, Oklahoma to Wesley and Vada Chaffin, and grew up in
Okmulgee and Stillwater, Oklahoma.
He joined the U.S. Army and served two years during the Korean War, later
graduating in forestry from Oklahoma A&M, and Yale. During his career with the
U.S. Forest Service, he worked throughout the United States in various positions,
including District Ranger, Forest Supervisor and various Fire Staff posts. He
retired as a Deputy Regional Forester in California. He was a member of the
National Forest Service Retirees Association, Society of American Foresters, and
Sigma Chi Fraternity.
He is survived by Sue, his wife of 59 years, two nieces, and Sue's two nephews,
whom he considered his nephews too.

Dwight G. Chambers
1945 - 2014

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1966
1967
1968-1971

1983
1984-1989
1989-2006

Location
Missoula, MT
Kootenai National Forest, Libby District
U.S. Marine Corps
Bitterroot National Forest, Sula District
Lewis and Clark National Forest
Michigan State University
Lolo National Forest
Lolo National Forest, Superior District
Helena National Forest

Position(s)
Smokejumper
Forester
Pilot Training
Forester
Forester
Graduate Degree
Forester
District Ranger
Planning Staff Officer

Biography
Dwight Gray Chambers, 69, passed away May 30, 2014, at the VA Puget
Sound Medical Center in Seattle. Dwight slipped peacefully from this world
with his family by his side after a 14-month journey back from a tragic skiing
accident. During his rehabilitation at Craig Hospital in Englewood, Colorado,
and at home for the past nine months, Dwight inspired many of us. He
showed patient acceptance of his medical situation and a positive attitude
about the life he held on to.
Dwight was born on March 22, 1945, to Walter and Glenice Chambers in
Phoenix. Dwight grew up on the family farm and graduated from Glendale
Union High School in 1963. He was active in Future Farmers of America and
a football standout when he wasn’t busy bucking bales in the hot Arizona sun.
While attending college, Dwight was a bull rider and roper on the college
rodeo circuit. He financed his college education by working summers as a
smokejumper based out of the Missoula Smokejumper Base. Dwight
graduated from Northern Arizona University in 1967, and 16 years later
earned his master’s degree from Michigan State University. Dwight valued education and was proud to assist
his wife and three children in earning their college degrees.
After graduation from college, Dwight worked one summer on the Libby Ranger District. In September 1968,
Dwight was accepted into officer candidate school for the U.S. Marine Corps at Quantico, Virginia. He
proudly served for three years in the Marine Corps, attaining his pilot’s license and graduating to flying the T38 Talon and A-4 Skyhawk. One of the biggest regrets of his life was that they pulled the last jet out of
Vietnam just before he completed his jet pilot training. Upon discharge from the service in 1971, Dwight
returned to his Forest Service job in Libby, where he met and married Jo Ann Griffith at Fawn Creek Meadow
in 1973.
Dwight’s first forestry job in Libby began his 40-year career with the U.S. Forest Service and his love affair
with Montana. He later served in Sula, Great Falls, Missoula, Superior and 19 years at the supervisor’s office

in Helena. His favorite position was that of ranger on the Superior Ranger District from 1984 through 1989.
Dwight always enjoyed getting back to his smokejumper roots on summer fires. The highlight of his summer
was buzzing through the gray smoke of a wildfire as air attack coordinator. Dwight made many friends during
his career and his Forest Service “family” supported him until the end of his life.
Dwight was a man of few words, and he seldom asked anyone for assistance. Yet he spent his life
volunteering his time. He served in the National Ski Patrol organization most every place he worked during
his Forest Service career, receiving his 30-year service recognition award in 2013. Dwight also logged
countless hours as T-ball coach, Cub Scout leader, soccer coach, youth group chaperone and was involved
with various service projects through his church and community.
Dwight loved his family, his country, his chunk of paradise in the Swan Valley, Civil War history, classical
music (especially the brass parts!), old guns, Lay’s Classic potato chips and he never gave up on the Dallas
Cowboys.

Sandy Chelgren

Dates unknown

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1970s

Location
Placerville Ranger District, Eldorado NF

Position(s)
District Clerk/SSS

Biography
Sandy was one of a kind and did so much to support everyone on the Placerville Ranger District. She was
the first woman back then who went on fire assisgnments; as a buying team member.

Magnus “Gene” Chelstad

1933-2021

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

1958-1963
1963-1965
1965
1966-1969
1969-1975
1975-1979
1979-1984
1984-1997
1997

Willamette NF
Tongass NF, Petersburg RD
N. Tongass NF
Tongass NF, Craig RD
Tongass NF, Ketchikan RD
Washington, D.C. Headquarters
CA Regional Office, San. Fran.
Tongass NF, Juneau
Retired from USFS

Forester
Asst. District Ranger
Asst. Timber Mgmt. Officer
District Ranger
Timber Mgmt. Officer
Timber Mgmt. Staff
Timber Management
Timber Management

Biography
Magnus “Gene” Eugene Chelstad.was born Dec. 13, 1933 to Norwegian parents
Bessie and Magnus. Gene grew up working on the family farm in Iowa and
graduated from high school with a small class size of 12 students.
At the age of 17, Gene pursued his dream of becoming a G-man and joined the FBI
in Washington D.C., working in their nascent fingerprinting department. He was
encouraged to get a college degree, and decided to return to Iowa to attend Iowa
State University.
After graduating with a B.S. in forestry, Gene was drafted into the U.S. Army, and
was eventually stationed in West Germany. He received several awards and
distinctions, including a medal for Good Conduct.
Following his honorable discharge from the Army, Gene began working for the U.S.
Forest Service and met his wife Vivian in a Sweet Home church as she was
presenting a slideshow about her time serving as a registered nurse in Africa.
A promotion for Gene moved the new couple to Southeast Alaska, where they lived in many different towns
over the years and had their three children. Along the way, Gene discovered his lifelong love of saltwater
fishing, catching Pacific salmon and halibut in early-morning hours – usually in the rain.
Another promotion sent Gene and family to Washington D.C., where he helped craft balanced national
policies on the usage of our forests and lands both domestically and abroad.
He represented the U.S. in negotiations with Japan, attending meetings with his counterparts in Tokyo.
While in D.C., Gene enjoyed experiencing the history and art available in the nation’s capital, taking
many family trips to the Smithsonian museums.

The 1980s found Gene moving his family to Northern California where, along with a long commute
which enabled time for reading, he embraced the ability to build out gardens where he and Vivian could
grow a wide variety of fruits, vegetables and flowers in the California climate.
With decades of seniority under his belt, Gene was now able to choose his next posting, so he and his
family decided to go back to Alaska, where he eventually retired from his 39 years of service with the
U.S. Forest Service.
After retirement, he and Vivian returned to their journey’s beginning, Sweet Home, where they built
their dream home with a beautiful view of the mountains and enjoyed plenty of free time for fishing,
gardening and visits with family. Gene was active in the Lutheran faith his entire life, attending,
volunteering and serving in local churches in each of the towns he lived in over the years with his
family.
Gene passed away peacefully in Lebanon at the age of 87 on March 14, 2021, with his loving wife of 61
years, Vivian, at his side. Gene is survived by Vivian; his sister Lorretta and her husband Bryce Daisy;
his children Andrea (Chelstad) Kerr, John and Erik; and his nine grandchildren, Mendal, Skyler and
Atarah (Andrea’s children); and Raider, Elizabeth, Jacquelin, Manny, Martin and Miranda (John’s
children).

Earle Hart Clapp
1877-1970

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1915-1935
1935 -1939
1939 - 1943

Location
Medicine Bow Forest Reserve
Washington Office
Washington Office
Washington Office

Position(s)
Timber Surveyor
Chief, Forest Service Research
Associate Chief
Acting Chief

Biography
Earle Hart Clapp, the sixth chief, was born in North Rush, New York, on
October 15, 1877.
Clapp attended Cornell University, and then transferred to the University of
Michigan where he received his B.A. in forestry in 1905.
He first started to work for the Forest Service on the Medicine Bow Forest
Reserve as a timber surveyor. In 1915, he was made the chief of the new
Forest Service branch of research. He was appointed as associate chief in
1935, then to acting chief in 1939 after Chief Silcox died.
Clapp was never officially chief of the agency, apparently because
President Roosevelt did not want to approve the appointment. Clapp
served in an acting capacity until 1943 when Lyle Watts was appointed
chief.

Edward Parley Cliff

1909-1987

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1946 -1950
1950 1952 - 1962
1962 -1972

Location
Regional Office, Ogden, Utah
Regional Office, Denver, CO
Washington Office
Washington Office

Position(s)
Assistant Regional Forester, Range & Wildlife
Regional Forester
Assistant Chief of the Forest Service
Chief

Biography
Edward Parley Cliff, the ninth chief of the Forest Service, was born in the tiny
community of Heber City, Utah, on September 3, 1909.
He attended Utah State College, graduating with a degree in forestry.
In 1946, he was assigned to the Intermountain Region in charge of range and
wildlife, then as regional forester for the Rocky Mountain Region in 1950. Two
years later, he returned to Washington D.C. as assistant chief of the Forest
Service, then was appointed chief in 1962.
He devoted much time to promoting a better understanding of public forest
management problems with grazing interests and the timber industry, and
especially with the general public. He helped the Forest Service develop a longrange forest research program. The Forest Service became involved in the new
Job Corps program in the mid-1960's by operating nearly 50 camps on the
national forests; the nationwide natural beauty campaign; rural areas
development, and the war on poverty.

Thomas Michael Collins
1938 - 2020

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Summer 1958
Summer 1961
1962 – 1964
1964 – 1965
1965 – 1970
1970 - 1976
1976 - 1999
Sept. 3, 1999

Location
McCart Lookout, Bitterroot NF, MT
Upper Michigan NF, MI
Hiawatha NF, MI
Sheyenne Nat’l Grassland, Chippewa NF, ND
Mark Twain NF, MO
Region 10, AK
Region 4, UT
Retirement (38 years)

Position(s)
Seasonal fire lookout
Seasonal soil survey crew
Soil survey crew
Soil Scientist
Forest Soil Scientist
Regional Soil Scientist
Regional Soil Scientist

Biography

Thomas Michael Collins was born October 1, 1938 to Rose and Waide
Collins and was one of six siblings raised in rural Wisconsin. His family
share cropped, raised and milked dairy cows, and subsistence farmed.
He graduated from Richland Center High School in 1956. Then attended
the University of Wisconsin Madison, graduating in 1962 with a BS in Soils,
Geology, Botany/Forestry/ Plant Science, and Wildlife.
His first Forest Service position, while still in college, was as fire lookout on
a tower in remote southwest Montana. It was a lonely job; he saw his
supply packer once a month, but he fell in love with the Western mountains
and forests.
Tom was determined to work for
Smokey Bear in the great outdoors after that experience. His career as
a soil survey crew member, crew boss, soil scientist, and soil and
environmental science leader took him across the United States.
He married his wife Marilynn and raised two children, Leah and Devin, in
North Ogden.
His final position, in Ogden, UT as Regional Soil Scientist, for 23 years,
was his longest position of service and the longest he’d lived anywhere
his entire life.
Tom retired in September 1999 with congratulations from Forest Service
friends across the United States. In his retirement, he became a Dutch
Oven caterer with his special brand, Little Turtle Dutch Oven Catering.
His love of cooking, conversation, and making friends, made each Dutch
oven event special. He catered for large and small groups for 10 years.
Tom loved to travel and especially enjoyed camping trips with his family, visiting Australia, an East African
wildlife safari, and wintering in the Tucson area. Tom died of heart failure on July 7, 2020.

Donald D. Comstock

1936-1990

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1955

Location
Flathead NF, MT

?-1987

Region One, Missoula, MT

Position(s)
Lookout Fireman
Offset Photographer Foreman for
Geometrics

Biography
Don began his Forest Service career in June 1955 as a Lookout Forman on the Flathead NF in Montana. He
was a forestry aid, Smokejumper, Duplicating machine operator, and offset photographer. He had a long and
distinguished career of 32 years of service as Offset Photographer Foreman for Geometrics in Region 1,
Engineering in Missoula, MT.

Glen Cooper
1931-2012

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
~1970-2000

Location
Pacific NW Research Station
Pacific NW Research Station

Position(s)
Research Scientist
Deputy Director

Biography
Glenn was born in Chicago on Aug.17,1931. He graduated from New Trier
High School in 1949 and earned a Ph.D. from the U. of MN in 1968. Glenn
met his future wife, Dorothy Holmes, in high school and married her in
Portland in 1956.
He served in the U.S. Army in Germany and later enjoyed a 30-year career
as research scientist and then as Deputy Director of the Pacific NW
Research Station of the U.S. Forest Service.
Glenn was a talent ed woodworker and artist as well as an avid outdoorsmen
and bird watcher.
He is survived by his wife, Dorothy; three children and their families.

Bill “Coop” Cooperrider
Unknown-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1950s

Location
Regions 4, 5 – and Alaska

Position(s)

Biography
Bill had a long career with the Forest Service, and was an active member of two retiree organizations related
to the agency. He was also a generous supporter of the National Museum of Forest Service History.

Ernie Corrick
1920-2006

Partner
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1951-1989

Location
Ananconda Co./ Champion International

Position(s)
Forester; Regional V.P. Champion, W. Coast

Biography
Ernie Corrick's sense of humor was just one of the reasons the longtime
Missoula forester left a hole in so many lives when, on May 2, 2006 he died
at the age of 85.
Corrick was active in countless civic activities as a volunteer and board
member: the Missoula Family YMCA, United Way, the University of Montana
Excellence fund, Boy Scouts of America, the Missoula Eye Bank, the Historical
Museum at fort Missoula - the list goes on and on.
Growing up in Parsons, W.Va., during the Great Depression, Corrick never
forgot the businessman who gave him $5 so he could join the YMCA.
"His folks were dead broke and he wanted to join," his widow, Barbara, says.
"He never forgot that man."
When the YMCA built its new home in Missoula, Corrick chaired the building
committee, and every year gave to the Y's Partners With Youth fund, which
provides financial assistance for children in need to obtain a Y membership.
"He was one of the greatest people I ever knew," says YMCA executive director Pat Dodson. “I think he served
on about every board in the community that had anything to do with youth. We need more Ernie Corricks in this
world."
Corrick set out to be a medical doctor after high school, but wound up with three bachelor's degrees instead.
So after earning a degree in biology from Davis & Elkins College, and following a four-year stint on a Coast
Guard cutter patrolling the Aleutian Islands during World War II, Corrick returned to college. He earned another
degree, in general sciences, from Colorado State University, then came to Missoula, where he graduated with a
degree in forestry in 1949.
Corrick began his career with the J. Neils Lumber Co. in Libby - Bloomgren was one of his co-workers in a
timber camp north of town - and moved back to Missoula in 1951.
He started with the Anaconda Co., wound up with Champion International, (working his way through the man)
mergers over the years involving U.S. Plywood, Hoerner-Waldorf and the St. Regis Co.
"Those mergers were tough," says Bob Lamley, who worked with Corrick. "Every time you merged you couldn't

use all the people. I was more aggressive when it came to deciding who to let go and who to demote, but Ernie
never wanted to rush it. It was a very tough time."
As a forester, Corrick long advocated for the timber industry being a part of the solution, not the problem, when
it came to the nation's forests.
"He worked really hard to replenish the resource," son Steve says. "Champion planted millions of trees while
Dad worked there."
The last letter Corrick received before his death was from one of his former employees, who wrote, "I can't tell
you how much you changed my life."
Corrick, he said, had showed him how to live life on the land, caring for it, taking from it but replacing what was
taken and "leaving a legacy for our children."
"He was instrumental in moving forest management to selective harvesting, and being lighter on the land," says
Gordon Sanders, who went to work for Corrick in 1972. "He was able to argue to the corporate folks that money
spent on pre-commercial thinning would pay dividends."
"That thinning program put a ton of kids through college," says son Steve. "Forestry has been so vilified, but the
folks I know involved in it care enormously about the land. They're devoted to keeping it growing and green."
Corrick seemed to know everybody - from corporate bigwigs to landowners to the names of people who worked
the green chain at the sawmill.
Bob Kelly of Missoula remembers being on a tour of forestlands outside Redding, Calif., when a choker setter
came out of the woods.
"Here we are in California, this guy comes out of the woods all greasy and sweaty, and Ernie greets this man by
his name," Kelly says. "And then he mentions his wife by name, and asks how she's doing. And then his kids,
by name, and asks how they are. I saw that time and time again."
"I never figured it out, because his job wasn't the sawmill," Ottman says. "But you'd take a trip through the
sawmill with him and he knew 95 percent of the people who worked there. He knew everybody in the mill, even
though I thought his job was out in the trees."
Kelly tells another story, too, one of Corrick's favorites.
Kelly was in Corrick's office when a logging truck driver passed by in the hallway. Corrick called the man into his
Kelly offered to leave, but Corrick said this wouldn't take but a second. Then Corrick put a stern look on his face
and turned to the logger.
"Dammit, that's the second truck you've wrecked in two months, and this one you put in the river," Corrick
growled at the driver. "VIAlat the heck are you doing out there, drinking?"
"Geeze, Ernie," the driver answered. "You don't think I'd do it if I was sober, do you?"
It was all Corrick could do to hustle the man out of his office, so he and Kelly could bust out laughing.
When Ernie passed away, these words remain:
The touch of the wind on a mountain larch.
The passing smile. The kind hand,
And an echo inside.
Thank you.
Thank you, God.
For this good life, full and finished.
And all of the friends it touched - and still touches.
And the laughter that still rings
In the ears of our souls.
Thank you.
Thank you, God. For this life.

Gerald J. Coutant
1933 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1964-1974
1974-1975

Location
Missoula, Montana Region 1
Ft. Collins, Colorado State University

1975-1977

Anchorage, Alaska, Alaska Planning Team

Position(s)
Branch Chief Landscape Arch
Staff Instructor - College of
Natural Resources
Alaskan Planning Team Member

Biography
Gerald is a native of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan,
graduating from Sault Ste. Marie High School in 1951. He
attended Michigan College of Mining and Technology for
two years before being drafted in the U.S. Army in 1954.
Gerald graduated from the University of Michigan in 1959
with a B.S. in Landscape Architecture. After working for
the State of Michigan, he returned to college, graduating
from Michigan State University in 1964 with a M.S. degree
in Resource Development, majoring in Recreation
Administration and Land Use Planning.
In 1964 Gerald went to work for the U.S. Forest Service in
Missoula, Montana, serving as Landscape Architect in the
Regional Office. In 1969 he was promoted to Branch Chief
of Landscape Architecture in the Northern Region and served until 1972. During this period he was
instrumental in developing and training personnel in landscape management techniques and bringing the
amenity values of forest lands into sharper focus. In 1970 Mr. Coutant received the Department of
Agriculture's Superior Service Award for work in developing new concepts for management and
enhancement of the scenic resource. The University of Michigan, School of Natural Resources Alumni
Society, selected him to receive their Distinguished -Service Award for 1978.
Coutant was promoted to Regional Planner in the Land Use Planning and Programming Unit of the Northern
Region of the Forest Service. In1974 he taught at Colorado State University on loan to the College of
Forestry and Natural Resources under the Intergovernmental Personnel Act. From 1975-1977 he was a
planner on the Alaskan Planning Team of the Forest Service located in Anchorage, Alaska. This team was
working on the lands proposed for National Forest in the interior of Alaska under the Native Claims
Settlement Act.
In August of 1977 Gerald was promoted to Director, Recreation Staff Unit, Southern Region Forest Service,
in Atlanta. This position was responsible for the coordination of the recreation, wilderness, trails, wild rivers,
cultural resources, interpretive services, and landscape management activities on the 15 National Forests of
the Southeastern United States. He served in this capacity until October 1982; he then became Special
Assistant to the Director, Recreation Management, Washington Office, U.S. Forest Service. In that capacity
he was the primary Forest Service Representative with the Appalachian Mountain Club's National Volunteer

Project. In June of 1984 Mr. Coutant became Branch Chief for Interpretive Services in the Washington Office
of the Forest Service where he gave leadership to matters relating to interpretation, interpretive associations
and volunteer activities related to recreation management. This helped to bring Interpretation into the
mainstream of resource management activities throughout the United States.
He has been a lecturer and speaker at conferences, universities and symposiums on resource planning,
environmental concerns and interpretation throughout the country. He was past president of the Pacific
Northwest Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects and past president of the Alaska
Chapter of that Society; he is a founding member of The National Association of Interpretation, and a
Director of the National Society of Park Resources.
Mr. Coutant retired from the U.S. Forest Service in 1993.
In 2000, he received the William C. Everhart Award from Clemson University "for sustained achievements in
Interpretation and Visitor Services that have illuminated and created insights to, and fostered and
appreciation of our natural and cultural heritage.”

Hallie Morse Daggett
1878 - 1964

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1913 - 1927

Location
Salmon River District, Klamath NF, Sawyers Bar, CA

Position(s)
Lookout

Biography
Hallie Daggett was the first woman lookout in the Forest Service.
The date was May 12, 1913. The place was Sawyer's
Bar in the rugged Siskiyou Mountains of northern
California. The letter was addressed to Mr. W. B.
Rider, Supervisor, Klamath Forest. The writer was Mr.
M.H. McCarthy, Assistant Fire Ranger. His purpose in
writing was twofold: first, to inform Mt. Rider that W.R.
McDowell, who had served "so well" as Fire Lookout
at Eddy's Gulch Lookout Station during the fire
season of 1912, had declined the invitation to service
in 1913, having found "a better paying job;" and,
second, to review the qualifications of three new
applicants.
The first applicant, McCarthy's letter continued, was a
man "whose reputation for the various cardinal virtues
that go to make up a desirable employee of Uncle
Sam's is not the best: It's liable to run in warm
weather." Concluded McCarthy, "I could not
conscientiously recommend him, even in a pinch."
The second applicant, wrote McCarthy, was "a passably good fellow whose eyesight is reported to be not of
the best, but who is also said to be one of the best rifle shots in the country, he having shot more holes in the
game laws than any other man on the Salmon. For various other reasons, I should prefer to defer
recommending this applicant until I had to."
The third applicant is also 'no gentlemen' continued McCarthy, but has all the requisites of a first class
Lookout. The novelty of the proposition which has been unloaded upon me, and which I am now endeavoring
to pass up to you, may perhaps take your breath away, and I hope your heart is strong enough to stand the
shock. It is this: One of the most untiring and enthusiastic applicants which I have for the position is Miss
Hallie Morse Daggett, a wide-awake woman of 30 years, who knows and has traversed every trail on the
Salmon River watershed, and is thoroughly familiar with every foot of the District. She is an ardent advocate
of the Forest Service, and seeks the position in evident good faith, and gives her solemn assurance that she
will stay with her post faithfully until she is recalled.

She is absolutely devoid of the timidity that is ordinarily associated with her sex and she is not afraid of
anything that walks, creeps, or flies. She is a perfect lady in every respect, and her qualifications for the post
are vouched for by all who know of her aspirations.”
Miss Daggett's application was quickly approved. McCarthy submitted the appointment papers on May 26,
1913, recommending Miss Daggett as a "Forest Guard" at a salary of $840 per year. Hallie went to work on
June 1, 1913, and returned each June for the four-to-seven month tour of duty for the next 15 years.
In her first season, Hallie reported some 40 fires and was praised by Ranger McCarthy for her promptness.
Out of that number of fires, fewer than five acres were burned, McCarthy wrote, "due entirely to the fact that
rangers and guards had such prompt warning that suppressive efforts were put forth before the fires could
gain an appreciable headway. Had one less faithful been in the Lookout, it might easily have been five
thousand. The first woman guardian of the National Forests is one, big, glorious success."

Written by: Rosemary Holsinger, formerly from the Cultural Resources Staff, Klamath National Forest
Source: Forest Service, Region Five Website

Charles Ronald ( Ron) Daman
1907 – 1995

Places and/or units or projects where person served

Date(s)

1934 – 1937

Location

Hiawatha National Forest, Region 9

Position

Civilian Conservation Corps Camps,
US Army Camp Mess Officer and
Camp Commanding Officer

Biography
This honor roll nomination for Ron Daman, my father-in-law, is submitted to provide a brief history of the
early conservation role that the Forest Service played as part of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), a national program. The CCC was initiated as an Emergency Conservation Work program to furnish training and work for unemployed young men and to advance a program of nationwide proportions for the
conservation and building up of the country’s natural resources of timber, soil, and water. The program
required cooperation between the War Department (Army), Department of Labor, Department of Agriculture (Forest Service) and Department of Interior (Park Service). The structure of the program was
that the US Army provided administrative staff at camps to house, feed, organize and equip the civilian
corps (four military officers, a commanding officer, mess officer, medical officer and an education officer,
some camps had a military chaplain); and six to ten civilian technical personnel (personnel from US Forest Service Ranger Districts, US Park Service or Michigan Department of Conservation) to provide projects, supervision and training, A typical camp had 130-civilian “CCC Boys”.
“During the period of 1848 to 1898, Michigan lumber barons cleared the land of trees, netting $4 billion dollars, a billion more than came out of California during the Gold
Rush of the same period. They stripped 19.5 million acres, none of
which was replanted, leaving vast tracts of barren wasteland.
Much of the land reverted to state or federal ownership as the
lumber barons abandoned it, ignoring tax bills on the now worthless tracts. The first CCC camps in Michigan were established
in May 1933, on the Hiawatha National Forest, in the Upper
Peninsula just two months after President Roosevelt established the CCC.” (Ref MI). Second Lieutenant Ron Daman was
assigned to six different camps doing conservation work on the
Hiawatha National Forest during his three years of his Army
duty. (Ref. RD)

“In Michigan, the "boys" performed a variety of conservation and reforestation projects. Between 1933 and
1942, the Michigan CCC planted 485 million trees, spent 140,000 days fighting forest fires, constructed 7,000
miles of truck trails, built 504 bridges and constructed 222 buildings. They built 4,000 fire towers and strung
75,000 miles of telephone wire. They built 132,000 miles of road, and diked flooding river banks. They
worked eight-hour days and attended school at night. The program was credited with curbing juvenile delinquency and reducing the prison populations. It revitalized the Michigan park system, and helped to establish
Isle Royale National Park along with improving campgrounds in Michigan's forests. One notable 1935 project involved the men of Camp Germfask who established the Seney National Wildlife Refuge in the Upper
Peninsula. These recruits transformed 95,000 acres of wetlands and marshes into a residence for wildfowl. They
built an elaborate system of dams, pools, and spillways
and planted hundreds of acres of millet and wild rice to
attract and feed the birds. Today, it is recognized as a national treasure.” (Ref. MI)
Lt. Daman spent most of his tour as a Camp Mess Officer.
The Forest Service took care of the work that they were to
do. If they were a long ways away they carried their lunch
out into the field, which was the usual thing. We didn't
have very many in camp during the day. We mostly fed
them with field lunches out of a mess kit. One of the benefits resulting from the CCC program, not mentioned in many history reports, was that camp
food supplies and items in the camp exchange
were purchased from local merchants. This
brought a large amount of income to local communities that were recovering from the Great
Depression. (Ref. RD).

Lt Ron and Camp Moran Staff in 1937

Above photo: CCC Boys helped operate the Watersweet
Nursery, Ottawa National Forest that provided the stock to
reforest depleted forest land (below photo).

Stream Restoration work.

By 1936 there were 77 camps all over the state
Michigan doing work on Forest Service, Park
Service and Michigan Department of Conservation lands. Some camps were for 6 months
and others for 12 months.

“At first the CCC Boys were housed in

tents. Eventually permanent barracks
were constructed for winter housing
and camp operations... One CCC Boy
remembered that they had only one
pot belly stove to warm the barracks
with someone assigned to keep the fire
going at night. It was so cold that on
some mornings, when the Boy went
to sleep and the fire in the stove went
out, his boots would be frozen to the
floor.” ( Ref MI)

Left photo: CCC projects also included all type of
improvements to administrative sites and camp
grounds. This is a photo of the Boys laying a stone
walk at the Ontonagon Ranger Station.

Centered photo below: A foundation is being constructed for the Ranger station in Munising, MI.

Ron often spoke fondly the lasting friendships he made and
of his time working jointly with Ranger District personnel
during his time with the CCCs. One of Ron’s close friends
from his CCCs days sang at our wedding in 1960.
Referenced material:
Ref. MI: These quoted statements came from WEB Site: http://
blogs.detroitnews.com/history/1997/01/21/the-civilian-conservationcorps/.
Ref. RD: This material about camp life came from a high school oral history assignment our son collected from Ron in 1994.
Photos were copied from: DISTRICTL ANNUAL 1937. Fort Brady CCC
District. Civilian Conservation Corps, 6th Corps Area; and personal files.

A log cabin built at Sidnaw, MI.

Thomas Albert Davies
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Thomas Albert Davies is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper
Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Chester (Chet) Derry
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Chester (Chet) Derry is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper
Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Francis (Frank) Derry
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Francis (Frank) Derry is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper
Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Virgil Derry
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Virgil Derry is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Anthony (Tony) DeToy

1951 – 2010

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1970
1971-1974
1974-1986
1986-1991
1991-2008

Location
Bighorn IR Fire Crew, Bighorn NF, Greybull, WY
Black Hills NF
NF’s in South Dakota & Colorado
Black Hills NF, Mystic District
Ft. Pierre National Grassland

Position(s)
Firefighter
Forestry Technician
Forester
District Ranger
District Ranger and FS South
Dakota Legislative Coordinator

Biography
Tony grew up in Brandon, South Dakota. At an early age he was
able to visit the Black Hills, which started a lifelong love of the Black
Hills of his native South Dakota and the National Forest System that
protected them. As a result, Tony started down the path to a career
with the U.S. Forest Service by attending Colorado State University
from 1969-1973, earning a
degree in Forest
Management from the CSU
College of Forestry and
Natural Resources in 1973.
His first job with the USFS
was as a firefighter on the
Bighorn Interregional Fire
Crew (now the Wyoming
Shots) during the summer of
1970. In 1971 his dream
came one step closer with a
seasonal job on the Black
Hills NF followed by a
permanent appointment as a
Forester in 1974 also on the Black Hills NF. Tony went on to
achieve the positions of District Ranger and USFS Liaison to the
State of South Dakota during a long and productive career primarily
on the National Forest and Grasslands of South Dakota.
Tony will be remembered for a lifetime dedicated to the professional
management of the National Forests and Grasslands of South Dakota, his passion for raising prize steers,
and as a true gentleman. His ready smile and the ever-present twinkle in his eye will be remembered by all
of us who had the privilege of knowing him.

Gary Allen Dickerson

1952-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1971-1974

Location

1988-1994
1994-1998
1998-2000
2000-2007

Swartsood State Park
Panhandle National Forest, Bonners Ferry Ranger
District, Idaho
Siskiyou and Idaho Panhandle National Forests and
the Coeur d’ Alene Indian Tribe
Fremont National Forest, Bly, Oregon
Panhandle National Forests, Bonners Ferry Ranger
District, Idaho
Kootenai National Forest, Fisher Rive District
Kootenai National Forest, Libby Ranger District
Kootenai National Forest, Libby, MY
Regional Office, Northern Region, Missoula, MT

2007-2010

Missoula, Montana Regional Office

1974-1975
1975-1977
1978-1980
1980-1988

Position(s)

Forestry Technician
Forestry Technician
Silviculturist
Silviculturist
Silviculturist
Supervisory Forester
Forest Silviculturist
Budget Coordinator
Assistant Director Forest &
Rangeland management

Biography
Gary Allen Dickerson was born on May 11, 1952, in Newton, New Jersey and died
April 17, 2015 in Missoula, Montana. Gary was raised in Newton and graduated from
Pope John XXIII Regional High School in Sparta, New Jersey in 1970. In 1970, he
moved to Bottineau, North Dakota where he earned an associate degree of science
in forestry. In 1973, he transferred to the University of Idaho where he earned his
B.S. in forest resources.
Gary started his career in 1971 at Swartswood State Park. He started working for the
U.S. Forest Service in 1974 as a forestry technician on the Bonners Ferry Ranger
District in Bonners Ferry, Idaho. Gary also worked as a forestry technician on the
Siskiyou and Idaho Panhandle National Forests and for the Coeur D'Alene Indian
tribe of Idaho between 1975 and 1977. He started his permanent career with the
Forest Service on the Fremont National Forest in Bly, Ore., in 1978 as a district
silviculturist.
In 1980, he moved back to Bonners Ferry where he met his future wife and best friend, Joan. They were
married on April 21, 1984, in Kettle Falls, Wash. They started a family in Bonners Ferry and moved to Libby,
Montana in 1989, to work in the Kootenai National Forest. He finished his career in the Regional Office for
the Northern Region in Missoula, where he worked from January of 2000 until he retired in June of 2010.
He enjoyed his retirement by fishing, traveling with his wife, spending time with his kids and playing with his
grandson. He was also a volunteer at the Lee Metcalf Wildlife Refuge where he collected plant specimens for
their herbarium.

Family was everything to Gary. He had three beautiful children and was always involved in their activities
and development. He really enjoyed the father/daughter dances; coaching and cheering them on in sports,
fishing, bike riding, shore lunches on the lake, and watching the kids grow.

Nancy D. Doll

1944-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1963 – 1979
1979 - 1987
1987 - 1996

Location
Regional Office, R-9, Milwaukee, WI
Regional Office, R-10, Juneau, AK
Regional Office, R-5, Lake Tahoe, CA

Position(s)
Clerk Typist, Chief Clerk
Secretary, Land Law Examiner
Administrative Officer

Biography
Nancy Doll has had an outstanding thirty-three year Career
with the U.S. Forest Service, spanning three Forest Service
regions: Eastern, Alaska and California.
Nancy began her Forest Service career in May 1963 Region 9
Regional Office, Milwaukee, Wisconsin beginning as Clerk
Typist to Chief Clerk in the Administrative Services, Timber
Management and Recreation, Range and Wildlife
Management Divisions.
In September 1979 Nancy transferred to the Forest Service
Region 10 Regional Office in Juneau, Alaska beginning as
Secretary to the Regional Forester and concluding as Land
Law Examiner in the Lands, Minerals and Watershed Division.
In May 1987 Nancy transferred to Forest Service Region 5 in California beginning as Special Assistant to the
Regional Forester, until she was transferred to the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit in Lake Tahoe, CA,
August 1991 as Administrative Officer. She also had various "details" in the Washington Office of the USFS.
Ms. Doll retired as Administrative Officer of the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit in August of 1996 and
lives in Franklin Wisconsin.

Michael P. Dombeck
1948-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1993 1993 -1994
1994 -1997
1997-2001

Location
USDI Land & Minerals Management
Service
USDI Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Forest Service Washington Office
USDI Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Forest Service Washington Office

Position(s)
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary
Chief of Staff to Assistant Secretary for Lands
and Minerals Management
Acting Director
Chief

Biography
Michael P. Dombeck became the 14th chief of the Forest Service on
January 6, 1997. He was born on September 21, 1948, in Stevens Point,
Wisconsin.
Dombeck worked as a fishing guide in the region for 11 summers from
1966 to 1977. He earned undergraduate and graduate degrees in
biological sciences and education from the University of WisconsinStevens Point and the University of Minnesota. He earned his doctorate in
fisheries biology from Iowa State University and is noted for research
contributions on muskies and lake habitat management.
In 1993, he became the Acting/Deputy Assistant Secretary for the USDI
Land and Minerals Management Service. He also served in 1993-1994as
the chief of staff to Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals
Management, Department of Interior. Dombeck was named Acting
Director of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in February 1994.
As new chief of the Forest Service in 1997, his primary emphasis for
management was to repair relations with external organizations. In doing so, he introduced a new phrase
into the Forest Service lexicon: collaborative stewardship.

Max H. Domer

Unknown-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
mid-1970s

Location
LaPorte Ranger District, Plumas N.F., CA

Position(s)
Resource Forester

Biography
Max was described by a fellow Resource Forester in this way: “Max was a no-nonsense forester with a long
Forest Service career. He was honest, dependable and an all-around good guy.”
Max and his wife lived in the Challenge, California area.

Warren T. Doolittle
1921-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1946 - 1957
1957 - 1959
1959 - 1970
1970 - 1974
1974 - 1975
1975 - 1980

Location
Southeastern Forest Experiment Station,
Asheville, NC
Washington Office, Timber Management
Research Division
Northeastern Forest Experiment Station,
Upper Darby, PA
Northeastern Forest Experiment Station,
Upper Darby, PA
Washington Office, Timber Management
Research Division
Washington Office,

Position(s)
Research Scientist, Silviculture and Soils
Research Staff for Silviculture
Assistant Director timber wildlife, water,
recreation, surface mine reclamation,
engineering, and urban forestry
Director
Director
Associate Deputy Chief for Research

Biography
Dr. Warren T. Doolittle, age 91, passed away on Wednesday, March 20, 2013
at Prince William Hospital, Manassas, VA. He was born in Webster City, IA
July 24, 1921, son of Ed and Rhoda Leone Doolittle. He is survived by his wife
of 70 years, Jane Anne (Beddow) Doolittle, daughter Linda Bushar, son-in-law
Thomas Bushar, son Randolph Doolittle, daughter-in-law LaRae Doolittle, son
Steven Eric Doolittle and daughter-in-law Vicki Doolittle. He is also survived by
three granddaughters, one grandson, two great granddaughters and two great
grandsons.
Warren was a veteran of both WWII and the Korean War. Serving with
distinction, he received the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with
three oak leaf clusters, the European Theater of Operations with 5 Bronze
Stars and the Korean Service Medal. He was a navigator trained in radar both
for navigation and bombing, completing 29 missions in Europe and 17
missions in Korea. His planes were shot down several times but the crews
survived as a result of heroic actions. During and after his military
service Warren earned degrees from three Universities – Iowa State, Duke
and finishing with a PhD in Forestry from Yale.
His professional career with the US Forest Service was distinguished as well, serving as Director of
Research for the Northeastern United States and retiring as Associate Deputy Chief for Research after 38
years of service. After retirement Warren remained active, serving as president of the Society of American
Foresters in 1986 and fifteen years as president of the International Society of Tropical Foresters. In
1990 Warren received the Duke University Charles W. Ralston Award for Distinguished Alumni and in 2005
he received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from Yale University.

Robert D. Doty
1937 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects where served
Dates

Location

Positions

1961-1964

Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, USDA Forest Service, Priest River Experimental Forest, Priest River, Idaho

Part-time tech

1964-1973

Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, USDA Forest Service, Research Laboratory, Logan, Utah

Research Hydrologist

1973-1977

Klamath National Forest, Region 5, USDA Forest Service, Supervisors Office, Yreka, California

Forest Hydrologist

1977- 1981

Pacific Southwest Forest and Range Experiment Station, USDA
Forest Service, Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry, Honolulu,
Hawaii

Research Hydrologist

1981-1993

Watershed Management Division, Pacific Southwest Region-5,
USDA Forest Service, San Francisco, California

Hydrologist and
Regional Air Resource Specialist

Robert (Bob) D. Doty was born on July 20, 1937 in Colfax, Washington. Bob graduated from
Colfax High School in 1955. After serving four years in the U.S. Air Force, he attended the University of Idaho, 1960 to 1965, where he received a BS degree in Forest Management. While
there he worked for the U. S. Forest service for 2 summers and 6 months after graduation at
the Priest River Experimental Forest. In 1967, while employed at the Forest Service Lab in Logan, Utah, he attended Utah State University and graduated in 1970 with a Master of Science
Degree in Watershed Science. His masters thesis was based on work done for the Forest Service (see list under unpublished contributions).
Bob started his full time Forest Service Career in 1963 with the Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station
while a student at the University of Idaho as a research aid at the Priest River Experimental Forest. Upon graduation
he continued at the Forest as acting superintendent when the superintendent’s national guard unit was activated. At
the Forest he assisted research scientists from the Moscow, Idaho lab in silvicultural research, measuring long term
plots throughout northern Idaho. He also assisted scientists from the Missoula lab in fire management research,
testing fuel loading and developing the fuel moisture sticks which are still used today. He also published his first research paper on snow loads on roofs (1).
In 1964 he transferred to the Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, Logan, Utah Lab, as a Research Hydrologist. His work while at Logan included research on soil water infiltration, effects of contour trenching on water
yield and water quality, and various aspects of snow distribution due to contour trenches and management of the
high elevation aspen forests (list of publications attached). One sidelight, while there, he designed a water sampler
which drew interest worldwide. As a federal employee he was not able to patent it and a few months after publishing
his paper on the design (6), three companies began marketing a similar design. Most of Bob’s research was conducted on the Davis County Experimental Watershed which gained world-wide fame for the pioneering work in the early
1900s. As a result he was called upon to conduct tours for visiting scientist from such places as India, France, and Australia.

In 1973 Bob transferred to the Klamath National Forest, Region 5, in northern California. The Clean Water Act of
1972, addressed the control of nonpoint source water pollution caused by storm water runoff from timber harvesting, reforestation, and roads, among other land uses. In response to this legislation, the Forest Service began
placing hydrologists on National Forests and Ranger Districts to provide professional advice for modifying forest
management practices to reduce and/or prevent soil erosion and sediment from National Forests caused by storm
runoff. Bob was the first Forest Hydrologist on the Klamath Forest. There he had to integrate land use practices to
reduce nonpoint source pollution into a very active timber management program. He worked with foresters and
engineers on the ground in reviews of timber harvest and road building plans and provided advice on the redesign of
these land uses to meet the goals of reducing nonpoint sources of water pollution. As additional hydrologist where
hired on Ranger Districts he provided training and technical assistance to them. He received a service award, from
the Klamath Forest Supervisor, for his participation in developing one of the first Interdisciplinary Environmental
Analysis for timbers sale in Region 5. He also organized and conducted one of the first nation wide Forest Service
Hydrologist conferences while on the Klamath.
In 1977 Bob transferred back into Forest Service Research working at the Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry, Honolulu, Hawaii, a field station of the Pacific Southwest Forest and Range Experiment Station. While there he conducted
research into the effects of the native Ohia forest decline on the water resources (list of pubs attached). Much of
the research was conducted on the Big Island, upslope from Hilo. Conducting research on lava flows in a 100+ inch
precipitation tropical climate was a challenge where streamflow can go from minimum flows to record peak flows in
a matter of hours. It also involved developing special sampling techniques not widely used in the continental United
States. Work was closely coordinated with the Hawaii State Forestry Department and the University of Hawaii. Bob
received commendations from the National Forest Deputy Chief for work on the Pacific Islands Resources Assessment on Guam and other islands; the Hawaii Department of Health for work on Section 208 Nonpoint Source water
pollution management; and the Hawaii Department of Health for chairing an Annual Forestry Conference.
In 1981, Bob transfer to the Pacific Southwest Regional Office, Watershed Management Division, in San Francisco.
His first assignment was to join an interdisciplinary group conducting an assessment of high hazard potential building
sites that had potential for causing nonpoint source water pollution to Lake Tahoe in the Tahoe Basin watershed.
The work was done under extreme pressure from land development interests. Once completed the results were
turned over to the Tahoe Basin Management Agency for their action.
In 1983, Bob began a two year Federal/State Interdepartmental Program Assignment with the California Department
of Forestry. He was the only hydrologist employed by the State Department of Forestry at that time and was a Certified Erosion and Sediment Control Specialist. There he assisted the State in implementing their Forest Practices Act.
He developed erosion control guidelines and a stream classification handbook. He preformed office reviews of
over1,000 Timber Harvest Plans which resulted in many field review on the more critical plans. He served as an expert witness on timber plans that resulted in litigation with the Department winning all cases he testified on. Bob
received commendations from the California Department of Forestry, Ranger Unit, for work on timber harvest plan
reviews and the California Department of Forestry for work done while on the IPA assignment.
In 1985 the Forest Service entered into and agreement with the Environmental Protection Agency on a national program to sample high elevation lakes for water quality related to potential air pollution. Bob served as the Regional
coordinator for the Forest Service participation in Region 5. He organized and coordinated several teams from
different National Forests that collected samples from lakes in National Forest Wilderness Areas that are not accessible by helicopters. Samples had to be kept at lake temperatures, carried out by backpack and mule pack trains within limited time frames and delivered to EPA labs for analysis. Collection had to be done just before the onset of winter weather. Samples were safely and successfully collected and proved to be comparable to samples collect by EPA
by helicopter in non-wilderness areas. Bob received commendations from the EPA Administrator of the Carson City,
Nevada headquarters of the Western Lakes Survey; Merit Awards for work on the Western Lake Survey from the
Chief of the Forest Service and the Region 5 Regional Forester; and the Western Lakes Survey Project Leader for his
leadership and management skills.
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Following that assignment Bob was assigned the job of Regional Air Resource Specialist in 1986. The Clean Air Act
sets standards for air quality to protect public health and welfare. The Forest Service must ensure that its activities, or activities it permits, comply with these national standards and any State and local requirements for air pollution control. States develop State Implementation Plans to set standards for implementing the requirements of
the Clean Air Act. Thus, this required coordination with State and local governments in meeting air quality standards. The Clean Air Act also charges the U. S. Forest Service as a Federal Land Manager of Class I areas to protect
air quality related values in the Wilderness Areas. Protection of Class I lands is specifically enabled through Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) provisions of the Clean Air Act. State legislation and PSD regulations determine how the air quality regulatory process is actually conducted state by state. Since the act put new requirements on the Forest Service, Bob assisted the Washington Office in the development of procedural and analyses
guidelines published in the FSH 2509.19 used in Forest Plans and Ranger District project planning. He conducted
training sessions for National Forest personnel. He established a working relationship with the State Air Resources
Board and coordinated with their staff to keep informed on new rules and regulations that potentially affected the
National Forests programs. He also worked with the Air Board’s research staff and scientists from the Pacific
Southwest Forest and Range Experiment Station to establish an ozone monitoring program on selected National
Forests. Bob coordinated a report prepared by Forest Service research scientists, requested by Congress, on potential ozone damage in the National Forests in the Sierra Mountain Range. Lichens were found to be a good indication of air quality condition and a monitoring program was established using a monitoring instrumentation protocol developed by Bob.
Bob received a number of Merit Awards and letters of recognition or appreciation related to his role as Regional
Air Resources Specialist, listed below:
1987-Letter from Associate Deputy Chief for work on developing the new FSH 2509.19. Merit Awards from the
Regional Forester, Region 5, for work on Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation and from the Assist Regional
Forester, Range and Watershed Management, for planning, and presenting a Regional Riparian Management
Workshop.
1988-Letters from the Assist Regional Forester, Timber Management, for presentation at Regional Silviculturalist
Workshop, and from So. Calif. Soc of Am Foresters for presentation at SAF Seminar on prescribed fire. This
was also recognized by Regional Forester in a cover memo.
1991-Letters from California Air Pollution Control Officers Association for participation in the development of a
state coordination group, from the Tahoe Forest Supervisor for a presentation at a Timber Management
Workshop and from the Regional Recreation Staff Director for participation at a Regional Wilderness Workshop.
1992-Letters from the Regional Recreation Program Director for presentations and support at Recreation Academy, and the Directors of Engineering and Recreation Management for contributions to Recreation/Facilities
Academy.
Bob retired in 1993 and moved to Railroad Flat, California, in
the Sierra Nevada Mountains gold rush foothills, where he
pursued his lifelong woodworking hobby. At first he concentrated on building wood toys to sell at craft fairs, but eventually got into restoring vintage horse drawn buggies and wagons. His latest creation, pictured here, is a freight wagon in
which he built the body from scratch in the historic style. For
several years he volunteered with the local fire district as a
first responder and two years as a member of the fire district
board of directors. While a director he oversaw the combining of the two adjoining district to improve local response to
fires and medical emergencies. Bob also served on the County Grand Jury, from which he received a letter of appreciation
from the Superior Court of Calaveras County.
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Following is a listing of Bob’s professional publications:
1. Doty, R. D. & G. H. Deitschmann, 1966. Snow loads on roofs in areas of heavy snowfall., USDA Forest Service,
Research Note INT-43, 4pp. ills.
2. Doty, R. D. & R. S. Johnston, 1967. A heating system for stream gaging stations. Jo. Soil & Water Conservation.
32(6): 251-252.
3. Doty, R. D. & R. S. Johnston, 1969. A comparison of gravimetric measurements and mass transfer computations
of snow evaporation beneath selected vegetation canopies. Proc. Western Snow Conference. Pgs. 57-62.
4. Johnston, R. S. , R. K. Tew, R. D. Doty, 1969. Soil moisture depletion and estimated evapotranspiration from
several plant communities on Utah mountain watersheds. USDA Forest Service, Research Paper INT-67. 13 pp.
5. Doty, R. D. 1970. Influence of contour trenching on snow accumulation. Jo. Soil & Water Conservation. 25(3):
102-103.
6. Doty, R. D. 1970. An automatic bottle water sampler. Water Resources Research, 6(6): 1787-1788.
7. Doty, R. D. 1971. Contour trenching effects on streamflow from a Utah watershed. USDA, Forest Service, Research Paper INT-95. 19 pp.
8. Doty, R. D. 1972. Soil water distribution on a contour trenched area. USDA, Forest Service, Research Note INT163. 6 pp.
9. Johnston, R. S. & R.D. Doty, 1972. Description an d hydrologic analysis of two small watersheds in Utah’s Wasatch Mountains. USDA, Forest Service, Research Paper INT-127. 54 pp. ills.
10. Doty, R. D. 1971. Hydrology. McGraw-Hill, Yearbook of Science and Technology. Pp 236-238.
11. Doty, R.D. 1980. Ground water conditions in the Ohia Rain Forest near Hilo. Proc. 3 rd Conference in National
Sciences Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, Hawaii, Jun 4-8, 1980. pgs 101-112.
12. Doty, R. D. , H. B. Wood, and R. A. Merriam. 1981. Suspended sediment production from forested and agricultural watersheds in Oahu, Hawaii. Water Resources Bulletin, Vol 17(4): 399-405.
13. Doty, R.D. 1983. Streamflow conditions in relationship to the Ohia forest decline on the island of Hawaii. Water
Resources Bulletin. Vol. 19(3) : 217-221.
14. Doty, R.D. 1983. Annual precipitation on the Island of Hawaii between 1890 and 1977. Pacific Science. Vol. 36
(4) : 421-425.
15. Hodges, C. S., K.T., J.D. Stein, H. B. Wood, & R.D. Doty. 1986. Decline of Ohia (Metrosideros Polymorpha) in Hawaii: a review. USDA Forest Service, Gen. Tech. Rep. PSW-86. 22 pp.
16. Leven, A. A., J.R. Rector, & R. D. Doty, 1986. Water Quality protection on National Forest Lands in California.
Proc. California Watershed Management Conference. Nov 18-20, 1986, West Sacramento, Calif.
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1970. Hydrologic effects of contour trenching on some aspects of streamflow from a pair of watersheds in
Utah. Masters Theses, Utah State University, 70 pp.
1972. Contribution to Grassland Biom Workshop on development of processes models, Water and Heat subsystems, Ft. Collins, Colorado.
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John Drake
1941 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1962-1965
1965
1967
1972-75
1975-77
1977-80
1980-84
1984-1997

Location
Gila N.F., Santa Fe N.F.
Santa Fe N.F., Pecos RD
Carson N.F., Canjilon RD
Santa Fe N.F.
Mississippi National Forests
Washington, D.C.
Gallatin N.F.
Region 1, Missoula, MT.

Position(s)
Various
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
Staff Officer, Range Management
Supervisor
Legislative Affairs, RPA planning
Forest Supervisor
Recreation, Wilderness- Regional
Director

Biography
John Drake was born 1941, raised in Silver City, NM; He attended Cobre in
Silver City, and graduated from the New Mexico Military Institute in Roswell,
NM in 1958-59. John attended and graduated from Northern Arizona
University in 1964 with a forestry degree. Later in his career he received a
graduate degree in public/natural resource administration from Michigan State
University.
John joined the Forest Service in 1964 and was assigned to the Silver City
NM Ranger District as a forester. His next assignment was on the Pecos NM
Ranger District where he was promoted to Assistant District Ranger. In 1967
he was again promoted to District Ranger on the Canjilon District, NM.
Canjilon was a very small town in 1969 when members of the Alliance of Free
City States threatened violence before their planned 4-day conference.
Earlier in 1968, Forest Service signs and a campground between Abiquiu and Tierra Amarilla were damaged
and destroyed. John photographed damage with assistant John Hayden. In June 1969, John Drake and
Coyote District Ranger Bill Edwards moved their families to Santa Fe NF. Ranger Edwards said he decided
to move his wife and two children to Santa Fe when he heard threats and rumors that some persons were
“going to come to the ranger station and get the ranger.” A barn belonging to Drake’s assistant, Rosinaldo
Martinez, had been burned to the ground June 3. Reies Lopez Tijerina, his wife and six others were arrested
for burning a Forest Service sign. Tijerina was activist who led a struggle in the 1960s and 1970s to restore
New Mexican land grants to the descendants of their Spanish colonial and Mexican owners.
Moving to the Santa Fe National Forest Supervisors office, John was responsible as the Range Staff Officer
for the Forest grazing program. One project was removing juniper and pinon trees on Rowe Mesa to
improve grazing conditions. The goal was to improve grazing conditions for 630 head of cattle. As acting
Forest Supervisor, he signed a legal notice for the impounding unbranded (5 horses and 2 cows) livestock.

His next assignment, Deputy Forest Supervisor for the National Forests of Mississippi provided experience
with southern forestry, and following that the Washington Office Legislative Affairs staff provided experience
at the National level.
In May 1980 he was appointed to the position of Forest Supervisor, Gallatin National Forest, MT. Located
adjacent to Yellowstone National Park, the Gallatin had an important Grizzly Bear population and habitat,
high wilderness and recreation use and other challenges in multiple use management of public lands.
Maintaining public support was always important. John was able to develop good public relations. A good
example was the relationship he developed with George Ohrstrom, Jr., owner of the Silver Tip Ranch, which
is located inside the Absaroka -Beartooth Wilderness. The result was that George Ohrstrom agreed to
donate a 640-acre conservation easement to the Forest Service that foreclosed development of a wilderness
airstrip in Frenchy Meadow and the Forest Service agreed to re-route a trail through the ranch. The
Ohrstrom’s appreciated the Forest Service effort to successfully save the ranch building during the large fires
of 1988.
During the John’s time on the Gallatin, he obtained 40 of the 48 National Forest public access needs
identified in the Forest Plan through purchase or land exchange. A land exchange proposed for 20 years
that would allow the Town of West Yellowstone to double in size was approved. The Land exchange was
needed because the town was totally surround by the National Park or National Forest lands.
During his time on the Gallatin, John participated in an executive training program hosted by the Disney
Corporation in Orlando Florida.
In 1984 John moved to Missoula to become the Regional Director of Recreation, Wilderness, Lands and
Minerals for the Northern Region. Because of the importance of Wilderness in the Region, John advocated
for the hiring for first time, two wilderness specialists that would provide more direction and consistent
management policy for Wilderness areas in Region 1. Mineral issues like the nationally visible Crown Butte’s
New World Project required much time working within political constraints. President Clinton in 1996 signed
an ordering halting development and directed the Forest Service to find lands that could be traded in
exchange the Crown Butte lands.
After retirement in 1998, John was an active volunteer with Habitat for Humanity helping build homes for
families in needs. John worked many hours in 1998 building a Habitat house for his daughter Cheryl and 3year old grandson.
In 2002 John became a Board member of the National Museum of Forest Service History. He continues as
a Board member in 2019. For most of this time he was a member of the Board’s Executive Committee.
John is a strong believer of the importance of preserving and telling the history of the Forest Service and
conservation. Because of John’s past relationship with George L. Ohrstrom Jr. while he was the Gallatin
Supervisor, the Museum was able to obtain several significant grants from the Ohrstrom Foundation. In
2016 he presented the Museum’s “Ranger Bronze” to the Ohrstrom family at the Silver Tip Ranch. The
bronze recognizes the Ohrstrom family’s long-term association with the Gallatin National Forest and the
National Museum of Forest Service History.
On the personal side, John married Peggy Drake in 1961 in Santa Rita, N. M. Throughout their lives, John's
work assignments with the Forest Service took them to many locations throughout the U. S., described
above. Santa Fe was the birth place of their first two children, Sandra and Cheryl both of Missoula, MT.
Cheryl still plays an active role next to her Dad's side with their family business ventures, Habitat for
Humanity and most recently his dream with the National Museum of Forest Service History.
Jackson, Mississippi was the birthplace of their two youngest children John Jr. and Brandi, of Missoula and
Billings. John and his family moved to Bozeman, Montana and in 1984 settled in Missoula, MT. John, Peggy
and their family flourished in the Missoula community, becoming involved in many local events.
Unfortunately, John's family lost Peggy in September of 2008. After years of healing, they were blessed in
June of 2013 with the marriage of John and Judi Drake. Judi has been a beautiful blessing to the Drake
Family and she is dearly loved. Scott is John's only grandson and he is now 24 years-old and currently

serving aboard the USS Illinois Virginia Class Submarine based out of Hawaii. John’s grandson sent a
message from the Pacific: "My hard work ethic and dedication comes from my grandad and my adopted
granddad's in the Forest Service. I love you Grandad. While we're out here having to go through really hard
times, I always remember my other grandfather, Ray Karr’s submarine stories. Both foresters and both have
given me my lessons to live by.”
As a family, the Drakes ALWAYS knew the importance of team work, hard work, that Forest service was
Family. That a person ALWAYS puts their best foot forward, even when that's not what's presented to you.
The Forest Service was always such an integral part of John; thus it was our family. John lived and breathed
it.

William T. Dresser
1920-2005

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1946-1964
1964-1980

Location
Various Forest Service locations
Angeles NF, CA

Position(s)
Various Forest Service positions
Supervisor

Biography
William graduated from S. Pasadena H.S and received a B.S in
Forestry from UC Berkeley in 1942. Commissioned an ensign in the
Naval Reserve in November 1942, he served aboard the destroyer
USS Flusser during campaigns in the South Pacific.
Following the end of the war he began his long career with the U.S.
Forest Service ending his service in 1980 as Supervisor of the
Angeles National Forest, with headquarters in Pasadena, CA. He
dealt with complex relationships with a large urban population: the
city, various congressmen and women, large organizations, as well as
fire, floods and earthquakes. There was never a quiet year on the
Angeles NF.
In recognition of his contributions to the Forest Service, Dresser Peak
in the Angeles NF was named in his honor.
His wife of 58 years, the former Dorothy Heiss, predeceased him in
2000. He is survived by his sons, William Donald, Charles, and
Richard; nine grandchildren; and his brothers, John and Duane.

Wilfred W. (Wally) Dresskell
1913-1965

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1954
1950-1953
1947-1949
1945-1946
1944-1945
1941-1943
1937-1940
1936-1937
1930-1936

Location
Washington, D.C.
Bridger National Forest, Ogden, UT
Ogden, Utah
Boise National Forest
Boise National Forest
Minidoka National Forest
Deerlodge National Forest
Deerlodge National Forest
Various National Forests

Position(s)
Assistant Director, Range Management
Forest Supervisor
Regional Office Staff
Supervisor Staff, Range-Wildlife Watershed
Ranger
Supervisor Staff
Ranger
Junior Forester
Guard and Technician

Biography
Wilfred W. (Wally) Dresskell entered the Forest Service immediately after graduating from Montana State
University with a Bachelor of Science degree in forestry in 1936.
Mr. Dresskell’s lengthy service touched nearly every phase of forestry, range and wildlife management. His
34 year of service with the Forest Service required close cooperative efforts with numerous State and
Federal agencies, together with various State and Regional livestock, sportsmen and recreation
associations.
Mr. Dresskell’s government experience spanned more than three decades. From 1955 until his appointment
with the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, he was assistant Regional Forester with the Forest Service of the
Department of Agriculture, with headquarters at Missoula, Montana. During one year of that time he was
acting Regional Forester.

Victor (Vic) G. Dupuis
1949 – 1998

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1975 - 1976
1976 - 1987

Location
Missoula District, Lolo NF, Missoula MT
Flathead Agency, Pablo MT, Bureau of
Indian Affairs

Position(s)
Firefighter
Forester / Silviculturist

1987 - 1998

Missoula District, Lolo NF

Silviculturist

Biography
Mr. Dupuis graduated from Missoula's Hellgate High School in 1967. He
received a Bachelor of Science Degree in 1976 from the School of
Forestry, University of Montana. He also attended graduate school at
Washington State and the Univ. of Idaho for his advance silvicultural
training.
Mr. Dupuis was the Missoula District Silviculturist. He also provided
silviculturist support for the Seeley Lake District during the late 1990s.
Vic was a highly skilled silviculturist with an outstanding ability to
communicate with the public the biological basis and need of his
prescriptions. Vic was instrumental in gaining public acceptance of the Northside side (Grant and Butler
Creek) and Pattee-Blue projects. Both projects involved thinning and applying prescribed fire to the forested
areas adjacent to Missoula rural residential areas. He worked seasonally on the Missoula District fire crew
while attending the University of Montana, School of Forestry.
He served in the United States Navy as a Petty Officer 2nd Class (E-5), from July 1969 until June 1973. He
was an electronics specialist assigned to an electronics warfare squadron (A-6's) stationed at Whidbey
Island Washington and deployed twice to the 7th Fleet on the USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) and another aircraft
carrier to waters off Vietnam.
Vic was married to Wendy and their children are Ana and Lucas. Vic was a member of the Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribe.

Donald M. Durland

1926-2006

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

Location
Darby Ranger District, Bitterroot NF, MT
St. Regis Ranger District, Couer d’Alene
National Forest, ID
Ketchikan and Juneau, AK
Deer Lodge NF, MT

Position(s)
Smokejumper
Junior Forester

Timber Staff Officer

Biography
Don was born in the Bitterroot Valley, Montana around 1926. He started his Forest Service career on the
Darby Ranger District, Bitterroot National Forest. He was a smokejumper until he was injured in a jump.
Don graduated from the University of Montana (Montana State University at the time), and started as a
Junior Forester on the St. Regis Ranger District, Coeur d’Alene National Forest in Idaho.
He went to Alaska and served at several locations including Ketchikan and Juneau.
From Alaska he was transferred to Butte, MT where he was the Timber Staff Officer on the Deer Lodge
National Forest.
Don retired from Butte to a small ranch near St. Regis, Montana.

Joseph B. Ely

1911- 2006

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1948 – 1970s

Location
Mendocino National Forest

Position(s)
Fire & Lands Staff Officer

Biography
Joseph (Joe) B. Ely came to the Mendocino National Forest in northern
California in the winter of 1948 – 1949. He retired from the Mendocino in the
1970s. Joe was the instigator of the idea to use crop duster aircraft for
wildland firefighting. He involved the Nolta brothers of Willows, California in
the fall of 1954. In the spring of 1955 they tried a trap door in the planes tank.
They experimented with water drops on the airport and this proved efficient.
The Stearman and N3N airplanes could carry 150 - 180 gallons of liquid,
depending on the temperature. The first successful drops of water were on
two fires of August 5, 1955 on the Mendocino National Forest. Later in the
fall seven local companies had adapted their planes and were used on the
Cleveland National Forest, proving their successful use.

John L. Emerson Sr.

1902-1982

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1935-1941
1941-1942
1942--1943
1943-1944
1944-1946
1946-1948
1948-1951
1951-1951
1951-1953
1953-1962

Location
Plains Shelterbelt Project, Lincoln Nebraska
Plains Shelterbelt Project, Lincoln Nebraska.
Guayule Emergency Rubber Project, Salinas, California
Guayule Emergency Rubber Project, Los Angeles, CA
Falls District Kaniksu National Forest, Priest River, ID
Flathead National Forest Kalispell, MT
St. Joe National Forest, St. Maries ID
Watershed Management, Northern Region, Missoula, MT
Columbia River Basin Portland, Oregon
Alaska Regional Office, Juneau, AK

Position(s)
Unit Director
State Director
Chief of Nurseries'
Inspector
District Ranger
Assistant Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Branch Chief
USDA Representative
Assistant Regional Forester

Biography
John was born on October 11, 1902 at Sisseton, South Dakota and died August
18, 1982 at Port Angeles, Washington. John graduated from the University of
Montana, Missoula, MT in 1928 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Forestry.
John began his Forest Service career July 1, 1935 and retired in 1962. During
his Forest Service career he was fortunate to have many varied assignments
including the Shelterbelt Project Nebraska,
From 1935 until 1942 John was assigned to the Great Plains Prairie Shelterbelt
Project, a project to create windbreaks in the Great Plains states of the United
States that began in 1934. President Franklin D. Roosevelt initiated the project
in response to the severe dust storms of the Dust Bowl, which resulted in
significant soil erosion and drought. The United States Forest Service believed
that planting trees on the perimeters of farms would reduce wind velocity and
lessen evaporation of moisture from the soil. By 1942, 220 million trees had been planted, stretching out
18,600 miles in a 100-mile-wide zone from Canada to the Brazos River. Even as of 2007, the federal
response to the Dust Bowl, including the Great Plains Prairie Shelterbelt Project and creation of the Soil
Erosion Service, represents the largest and most-focused effort of the U.S. government to address an
environmental problem.
In 1942 John transferred to the Guayule Emergency Rubber Project, at Salinas, California as Chief of
Nurseries. In January 1943 he transferred to Los Angeles, California as an Inspector. The project was
started with 32,000 acres at 13 sites in three states. This project was cancelled with the end of the war and
the renewed availability of rubber from Southeast Asia. Government invested $37 million to support the
Emergency Rubber Project. The Forest Service administered the project.

John last assignment was Alaska. In 1953 he was promoted and transferred as Assistant Regional Forester
to Region 10, Juneau, Alaska. He was in charge of all functions for the region except timber and
engineering until his retirement from the Forest Service in 1962
John and his wife following his retirement moved and had a home constructed in Port Angeles, WA where
he lived until his death in 1982.

John L. Emerson Jr.

1927-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1943-1944

1945-1946
1946-1947

Location
Los Padres NF, Pozo, CA
Priest Lake District Kaniksu National Forest, Priest
Lake, ID
U.S. Navy
Swan Lake District Flathead NF, Big Fork, MT

1947-1951

Big Prairie District Flathead NF. Kalispell, MT

1951-1953
1953-1957
1953-1957

Magruder District, Bitterroot NF, Hamilton, MT
Slate Creek District, Nez Perce NF, Grangeville, ID
Nez Perce NF Supervisors office, Grangeville, ID

1953-1957

Castle Creek District, Nez Perce NF, Grangeville, ID

1957-1958

St. Regis District, Lolo NF, St. Regis, MT
District Ranger, Kingston District, Coeur d'Alene NF,
Kingston, ID
Kootenai National Forest, Libby, MT
Tahoe National Forest, Nevada City, CA
Salmon National Forest, Salmon, ID
Flathead National Forest, Kalispell, MT

1944-1945

1958-1960
1960-1966
1966-1790
1970-1977
1977-1984

Position(s)
Presuppression fire crew
Lookout Fireman
Seaman & Yeoman
Timber Marker and Scaler
Headquarters Guard, Fire
Dispatcher
Alternate Ranger
Timber Assistant
Forest Fire Dispatcher
Forest Timber Cruiser , Asst.
Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Timber Staff Officer
Deputy Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
John attended and graduated from the University of Montana with a Bachelor
Degree in Forest Management 1951.
His first position with U.S. Forest Service was as a temporary seasonal
employee on a Pre-Suppression Fire crew at Pozo, California on the Los
Padres National Forest. The following year John was a Lookout Fireman on
Priest Lake District, Kaniksu National Forest. He then spent the next year in
the U.S. Navy as a Seaman & Yeoman.
After the Navy John was a Timber Marker and Scaler on Swan Lake District,
Flathead National Forest, Head Quarters Guard, Fire Dispatcher Big Prairie
District, Flathead National Forest. In 1981 he became an alternate Ranger in
the Magruder District, Bitterroot National Forest which was a permanent full time position. In 1953 John
became a Timber Assistant in the Slate Creek District, Forest Fire Dispatcher Forest Supervisors office,
Forest Timber Cruiser and Assistant Ranger Castle Creek District, Nezperce National Forest.

In 1957 he was promoted to District Ranger of the St. Regis District, Lolo National Forest administered by
the Coeur d' Alene National Forest. John soon moved in 1958 to District Ranger of the Kingston District,
Coeur d' Alene National Forest.
In 1960 he moved Kootenai National Forest in Libby as the Timber Staff Officer.
In 1966 he transferred to the position of Deputy Forest Supervisor in Tahoe National Forest. Then in 1970
became Forest Supervisor of the Salmon National Forest and then in 1977 Forest Supervisor of the Flathead
National Forest in Kalispell, MT.
John retired from the Forest Service on February 20, 1984.

Donald W. Eng

1929-2010

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
38 Years
1991

Location
Minnesota Dept of Natural Resources
Francis Marion and Sumter National
Forest, SC

Position(s)
Supervisor
Retired

Biography
Donald W. Eng, died Sunday, April 11, after a long battle with cancer.
He was born in Duluth, on Oct. 12, 1929, to the late Milton and Dora (Harder)
Eng.
Donald graduated from Duluth Central High School and the University of
Minnesota with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Forest Management. He also
attended the Harvard University School of Forest Production and the
University of Montana School of Administrative Leadership.
His career included positions within the Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources
and the U.S. Forest Service. Assignments were located in Idaho, California,
Minnesota, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Missouri, and South Carolina. Mr. Eng
retired in 1991 as Supervisor of the Francis Marion and Sumter National
Forests in South Carolina after 38 years with the U.S. Forest Service.
Following retirement, he operated a forestry consulting business. He also led three outdoor adventure
courses through the University of South Carolina's Continuing Education program.
Among his career awards, Mr. Eng received recognition as an Elected Fellow of the Society of American
Foresters, the Forest Service Chief's National Stewardship Award, the USDA Superior Service Award for
Hurricane Hugo Recovery Efforts, and the USDA Forest Service Merit Award for Continuous Outstanding
Performance and Leadership.
His career affiliations included the Society of American Foresters (Missouri Chairman 1970-71), South
Carolina Forestry Association, Forestry Council of South Carolina, Federal Executive Council (President
1985), Clemson University Department of Forestry Advisory Committee (Member 1985-91), and the South
Carolina Wildlife Federation.
Donald was a faithful member of both Union United Methodist Church and Trout Unlimited (President 198788) for several decades. He played an active role in encouraging the establishment of the Saluda Shoals
Park and was an avid outdoorsman, who enjoyed fly-fishing and hiking. In his earlier years, he volunteered
much of his time with the Boy Scouts of America and youth athletics.
Preceded in death by daughter, Dawn Swearingen and brothers, Milton and Harold.
Donald is survived by his wife, Jean; and children Dwight (Linda) of Wisconsin, Doreen (Harold) Adam of
North Carolina, Darilyn Marinelli of Maryland, Daleen Ellis of Columbia, Derek (Dawn) of Tennessee, Dean

(Angela) Vandelay of Columbia; grandchildren include Bill (Ashlee) Swearingen, Luke Swearingen, Kim
(Thomas) Carroll, Dan Eng, Nathan (Jenny) Adam, Meredith (Nick) Bonifas, Don Marinelli, Dan (Emily)
Marinelli, Caitlin and Caroline Ellis, Amber and Marshall Eng, Allison Roberts, David and Susana Vandelay,
as well as, six great grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews. Surviving siblings are Hans Eng,
Maynard (Patricia) Eng, Clifford (Nancy) Eng, and Myrtle Petersen, all residing in Duluth.

George Engler
1919 – 2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1943 - 1946

Location
U.S. Marines
Custer National Forest
Naches, WA, Helena National Forest
Great Falls, Lewis and Clark National
Forest

Position(s)

Supervisor

Biography
1.
George Engler was born in Underwood, N.D., on June 23, 1919. He
was the ninth child of Nicholas Engler and Anna Lund. He graduated
from Yakima High School in 1937 and the attended the University of
Idaho, where he majored in forestry. He worked his way through, so he
didn't graduate until 1943, although he considered himself a member of
the Class of '42.
When he graduated he went into the Marine Corps, where he served
until 1946. George served in the 6th Marine Division and was present
during the April Fool's Day landing on Okinawa, and then was on Guam,
Guadalcanal, and finished his hitch in Tsingtao, China. He was very
proud to have been a Marine and would like to say, "There's no such
thing as an ex-Marine!"
He and Laurene Ploss were married in April 1943, before he graduated.
After the War he returned, and they started his career in the U.S. Forest
Service in Naches, Washington. They came to Montana in 1948, and he
served the rest of his career in Region One on the Helena, Custer and
Lewis and Clark National Forests. He was stationed in Lincoln,
Townsend, Red Lodge, Fort Howes, Helena, briefly in Spokane, Missoula and retired in Great Falls.
Someone in the regional office told him in the days of clear cutting that he had a reputation as a
preservationist, as if that was not a particularly good thing. His reply was that "somebody has to!" He
completed his service as the Supervisor of the Lewis and Clark Forest in Great Falls. After retirement, he
and Laurene stayed in Great Falls.
He once said retirement was the best job he ever had. He managed to stay very busy participating in local
conservation groups, writing frequent letters to Montana's Congressional delegation regarding the many
conservation and environmental issues he constantly monitored, contributed many stories to the I Montana
Senior News, writing I about his youth growing up in Yakima, poking fun at his fellow senior citizens, and
about his family and career in the Forest Service. He was co- founder, with Margaret Adams, of the Upper
Missouri Breaks chapter of Audubon. He also founded the Great Falls Conservation Council which has been
meeting for over 27 years. The organization provides a forum for people from different government agencies
and conservation groups to come together and collaborate and discuss local and regional conservation

issues. A George Engler Conservation Award is presented annually to an individual who has made
significant contributions to the local conservation effort. He served on an advisory council for the Bureau of
Land Management, and received a Spirit of the Land award from the BLM, in 2008 he received the
Conservationist of the Year award from Montana Audubon, and in 2009 he received a Lifetime Achievement
Award from Montana Audubon. He was an active member of the Great Falls Rotary until the last couple of
years. The River Trail in Great Falls was dear to his heart, and he was instrumental in planning and helping
get that established, and then used it a lot, walking or biking.
He was always interested in conservation and environmental issues and current events. He was a voracious
reader, and taught his six children to be, too, starting by reading stories to his children and grandchildren,
and then by example of the wide-ranging books and magazines he always had around. He loved to hunt and
fish, and loved telling the stories associated with those joys.
.
He is survived by his beloved wife of 68 years, Laurene; his six children, eight grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren, two daughters-in law, one sister- in-law, many nieces and nephews, as well as numerous
friends and acquaintances.

Dennis Ensign

1937-2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1954-1955
~1957-1964
1965-1969
1969-1988

Location
Los Prietos Hot Shots
Santa Barbara R.D. Los Padres N.F.
Stanislaus N.F.
Los Padres N.F.

Position(s)
Firefighter
Assistant Fire Control Officer
Fire Control Officer
Fire Management Officer/Public Info. Officer

Biography
A native of Santa Barbara, Dennis was raised along with his sister, Donna
Lee, by his parents G. Herbert Ensign, Montecito Fire Chief, and Ruby
Anderson Ensign. Dennis attended Montecito Union, Santa Barbara Jr. High
and graduated from Santa Barbara High School in 1955.
During the summer of 1954, Dennis became a member of the Los Prietos Hot
Shots (U.S. Forest Service), fighting fires throughout the State of California.
He again worked on the Hot Shot crew the summer of 1955 and fought the
devastating Refugio Fire on the Santa Barbara front country. Dennis then
attended Santa Barbara Jr. College but decided firefighting was in his blood
and left just prior to his finals to rejoin the Forest Service in a career that
lasted 32 years.
Dennis eventually met Judy Lillard who, in September 1959 became his bride
and together they raised three children: Michael, Marty, and Karen. Dennis was promoted in the Forest
Service to engine foreman at the summit of San Marcos Pass, then transferred to the Los Prietos engine. He
was then promoted to Assistant Fire Control Officer for the Santa Barbara Ranger District of the Los Padres
National Forest.
After seven years, Dennis and his family were transferred to the Mi Wuk District of the Stanislaus National
Forest as Fire Control Officer. Four years later, Dennis was transferred back to the Los Padres and the
Supervisor's office as Fire Management Officer/Public Information Officer for the entire forest. Dennis retired
from the Forest Service in 1988.
He then managed Ocean Meadows Golf Course for 2 years; then was an Administrative Assistant in the
Security Department of Applied Magnetics Corp.
As a youngster, Dennis became a member of the Montecito Home Club where he was introduced to scale
model railroading, a hobby that lasted a lifetime. He also began to play golf while in high school and
continued playing past his retirement years. Golf was something his entire family enjoyed. His family also
joined him in watching baseball (Giants), football (Lions), and basketball (Celtics). He and his mother-in-law
had a dime bet on the Giant/Dodger games (Fran was a Dodger fan). Dennis loved to play cards and
enjoyed playing bridge with neighbors, or cribbage with the Elks Caravaneers. He was active in his son's

Boy Scout activities, and attended all the kids sporting events and extra-curricular activities. Dennis was also
a member of Santa Barbara Elks Lodge #613.
Survivors include his wife of 52 years, Judy, son Mike (Yvette), son Marty (Monica), daughter Karen (Steve);
grandchildren Spencer, Eddie Mesa, Cierra, Luke, Jared and MacKenzie; and his cocker spaniel, Cubby. He
is also survived by his brothers-in-law, Bob Lillard of Lompoc, Tim Lillard (Maria) of Lompoc, as well as
several nieces and nephews, and grand nephews. He leaves behind many friends from the various fire
organizations throughout the State, as well as friends from the Elks Club. He was predeceased by his
parents, Herb and Ruby Ensign, his sister, Donna Lee Ensign, his in-laws, Gene and Fran Lillard.
Dennis loved his family above everything. He often said that spending time with family was the most
important part of life. He was dearly loved and will be forever missed.

Eldon Estep

Unknown-2008

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
Dedicated employee of the U.S. Forest Service who served in Region 6, Portland, Oregon.

Samuel S. Evans
Unknown-2001

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1957-1961
1961-1964
1964-1991

Location
Clearwater NF, ID
Missoula R-1 Timber Division
Western Office

Position(s)
Timber Staff Officer
Timber Division

Biography
Samuel S. Evans, Deputy Division Chief of Timber Management, served 34 years with the Forest Service,
beginning in Spokane, WA immediately after serving a 30-year service in the Army Air Force.
Evans is originally from Preston, ID, is a graduate of Preston H.S., and holds a degree in forestry from Utah
State University.
He was appointed forester on the Kaniksu National Forest in 1949. Following assignments were on the
Clearwater NF staff and in the Washington Office.
In 1962 he returned to the Northern Region headquarters in Missoula in charge of the Silviculture Branch.

Willard R. Fallis
1923 - 1997

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1946-1947
1948-1952
1952-1957
1955-1957
1957-1962
1962-1969
1969-1971
1971-1979

Location
Lewis and Clark NF, White Sulphur Springs District
Lewis and Clark NF, Martinsdale District
Helena NF, -Canyon Ferry District
Spokane WA
Custer National Forest, Billings, MT
Fishlake National Forest R-4, Richfield, UT
Washington Office Range Management
R-3-Southwestern Regional Office R-3, Albuquerque, NM

Position(s)
Assistant Ranger
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
Range Specialist
Assistant Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Range Management Staff
Director-Range Management

Biography
Willard R. Fallis was born May 10, 1923 and died December 25,
1997.
From 1940 to 1946, Bill worked seasonally for the Forest Service on
the Teton, Beaverhead, and Kaniksu National Forests. Duties
included construction, maintenance, fire fighting, packing, and
airplane cargo dropping. During these formative years, his uncle,
Charles Dibble, mentored Bill. Dibble was an old -time ranger on the
Teton National Forest in the 1920’s until his retirement in 1952. He
provided a solid background to Bill in packing; trail construction, and
other field skills.

Willard R. Fallis

Bill’s first permanent assignment with the Forest Service was as
Assistant District Ranger on the Lewis and Clark National Forest in
White Sulphur Springs, Montana. In 1947, Bill transferred to
Martinsdale, Montana and served as the Assistant District Ranger.
He worked for three years in this post. In 1950, Bill was assigned to
the Helena National Forest as District Ranger on the Canyon Ferry
Ranger District.

Even though Bill’s degree was in Forestry from the University of
Montana, his training, experience, and interest leaned more towards range management. He enjoyed
working with the people involved in this blossoming field and developed extensive technical range skills. Bill
was a charter member in the Society of Range Management that was established in 1948. He continued his
membership throughout his life.
In 1956, the Deputy Regional Forester (R-1) assigned Bill a range management position in Spokane,
Washington for Range and Wildlife Management. Bill’s assignment included bringing the R-1 range program
to the timbered west-side forests of R-1.

In 1958, Bill transferred to the Custer National Forest in Billings, Montana where he served in the Forest
Range and Lands Staff position until 1962. The grasslands of North and South Dakota had been added to
the Custer National Forest in the mid-1950s. Bill often remarked how he enjoyed working in these productive
ecosystems.
In 1962, Bill was transferred to R-4 as the Forest Supervisor of the Fishlake National Forest in Richfield,
Utah. Bill was on the move again in 1969, this time to the Washington Office in the Range Management
Staff serving under Reg Denio.
In 1971, Bill was assigned as the R-3 Director of Range Management in Albuquerque, New Mexico where he
served under Regional Forester, Bill Hurst. This assignment proved very rewarding and challenging. The
region placed much emphasis on improving forage and watershed conditions throughout Bill’s tenure in R-3.
He provided strong leadership and set an outstanding example for many agency professionals who worked
tirelessly to improve the range condition of the Region’s grazing allotments. Bill retired from the Forest
Service in 1979 as the Director of Range Management in R-3. He moved back to his home stomping
grounds near Missoula, Montana.
Bill received a meritorious service award from the Secretary of Agriculture, Bob Bergland, in 1979 for “his
forceful, tactful, and innovative leadership as director of Range Management in R-3 during a crucial period
and under trying and sensitive circumstances.”

Thomas P. Farbo
1925-2001

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1953-1961
1961-1964
1964-1981

Location
Worland, MT
Butte, MT
Clearwater NF, ID

Position(s)
Forester
Timber staff
Timber staff

Biography
Thomas was born in Windber, PA and lived there through high school. He served in the military, and after
that service, in 1950, enrolled in Michigan Forestry College where he earned his degree in forestry in 1953.
Thomas started working for the Forest Service in 1953 and retired in 1981 after a distinguished career.
He married Ruth Dolly in 1952 and were married 49 years.
Thomas enjoyed fishing, especially steelhead; harvesting Christmas trees and seed cones; gardening for the
local deer, and feeding his pet quail and squirrel.
He was an avid history buff, researching old Potlatch logging camp sites and interviewing old loggers and
authored “Whitepine, Wobblies and Wannigans.” He was in the process of completing a second book on
wheat trams along the Clearwater River.

FRANK A. FENN
1853 - 1927

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
1866

Idaho Territory

1897 - 1901

Boise, Idaho

Legislator / Speaker of the
House
Lawyer

1901 - 1907
1908 - 1911
1911 - 1914
1914 - 1920

N Idaho Forest Reserves, Kooskia, ID
Clearwater NF, Kooskia, ID
Selway NF, Kooskia, ID
Northern Region (R-1), Missoula, MT

Superintendent
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Chief of Lands

Biography
One of the early SAF members in Montana was Frank A. Fenn, who became an SAF associate member
in July 1908 in Missoula.
Frank Fenn was born in 1853, probably in California. He moved with his parents to the gold mining area
of Florence, Idaho in 1862. He was educated in Florence and Lewiston, ID, Walla Walla, WA and the US
Naval Academy at Annapolis, MD. He later returned to Idaho County, ID where he ranched and taught
school.
When the Army began its battles with the NezPerce Indian tribe in 1877, Fenn participated as an Idaho
Militia member in battles at Whitebird Canyon and Camas Prairie. Later, in 1886 he was elected to the
Idaho Territorial legislature, where he became Speaker of the House. He served in Idaho state
government, studied law, and was admitted to the Idaho Bar in 1897.
When the Spanish-American war began in 1898, Fenn volunteered for service and was appointed captain
in the US Army. He served in several engagements in the Phillipines and was mustered out in 1899 with
the rank of major. He returned to Boise and resumed his law practice and political activities.
In 1901 he was appointed as superintendent of all forest reserves in north Idaho and moved with his
family to Kooskia, ID. At that time the forest reserves were administered by the General Land Office within
the Department of Interior.
In 1905 the administration of the forest reserves was transferred from the General Land office of the
Department of Interior to the newly established Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture. In 1907
the forest reserves were renamed as national forests. In 1908 Fenn became the first forest supervisor of
the Clearwater National Forest, headquartered at Kooskia, ID.
When the Selway National Forest was split away from the Clearwater in 1911, Fenn remained in Kooskia
as the Selway Forest Supervisor. Fenn continued as Selway Supervisor until 1914, when he became
Chief of Lands in the District (now Regional) office in Missoula.
He retired in 1920 and returned to Kooskia where he practiced law and ran a newspaper with his son
Lloyd until his death in 1927. Son Lloyd Fenn had earlier been a district ranger but resigned to follow his

father as lawyer, politician, educator, and newspaper publisher. Another son, Homer Fenn, was also an
early ranger and was later Chief of Grazing at the Forest Service Ogden, UT District (Regional) Office.
Frank Fenn, who was usually addressed as Major Fenn even long after his Spanish-American War
service, was representative of the early, usually self-made men who participated in the first successful
establishment of federally protected public forest lands in the US. Although he was originally a political
appointee, unlike some others he was well educated and experienced in leadership. He was also in
agreement with the conservation ideas of Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot. Fenn's reputation and
character were of great importance in overcoming local opposition to establishment of forest reserves and
in hiring a work force of competent and loyal people.
Along with many others of this era, Fenn recognized the valuable role a professional forestry society
could provide, both to foresters and the public. So, he became an SAF associate member in 1908 in
Missoula.
Fenn Ranger Station, presently headquarters of the Moose Creek District of the Nezperce National
Forest, was named after Frank A. Fenn. Located at Goddard Bar on the Selway River southeast of
Lowell, ID, this CCC-built ranger station was completed in 1940 and replaced the earlier, nearby O'Hara
Ranger Station, built in 1908.
The planned name for this new ranger station was Goddard Bar Ranger Station, after its location. When
the time came to order a sign for this new station, local forest officers objected to calling it Goddard Bar
Ranger Station. It seems that Goddard had not exactly been an outstanding citizen. So, when the name
Fenn Ranger Station was suggested, Nezperce Forest Supervisor Roy Phillips stated in a letter to
Northern Regional Forester Evan W. Kelley that, “… it is a well known fact that no forest officer in these
parts has ever been able to measure up to Major Fenn in the estimation of those who knew him." Kelley
approved the name as Fenn Ranger Station, and it remains so today.
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Robert Brewster Ferguson

1928 - 2006

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
Summers
1949,1952,1954
1956 - 1975
1975 – 1983

Location
White Pine Blister Rust Control Program
Pierce, Idaho
Forest Science Laboratory, Boise, Idaho
Shrub Science Laboratory, Provo, Utah

Position(s)
Seasonal Technician
Range Scientist
Range Scientist

Biography
Bob was born on November 13, 1928 in Washington, D.C. and attended
grade school and high school at Oxon Hill, Maryland. He enlisted in the
U.S. Army in 1945 and served with the 11th Airborne Division. He was
stationed in Japan during the American occupation in 1947-1948 and at
Ft. Campbell, Kentucky during the Korean War.
He earned a bachelors degree in Forestry from West Virginia University
in 1953 and a Masters of Science degree from Utah State University in
1955. Bob was elected into the Xi Sigma Pi, Forestry Honorary
(President, West Virginia Chapter, 1953); Alpha Zeta, Agricultural
Honorary; Sigma Xi, Research Honorary and Graduate fellowship, Utah
Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit.
Bob first worked for the U.S. Forest Service during the summers of
1949, 1952, and 1954 in the white pine blister rust control program in
the Pierce, Idaho area.
After graduation he was employed as a biologist by Oglebay Park in Wheeling, WV in 1955 and 1956.
He began his professional Forest Service career in 1956 with the Intermountain Forest and Range
Experiment Station assigned to the Forest Science Laboratory in Boise, Idaho. In 1975, he transferred to the
Shrub Sciences Laboratory in Provo, Utah where he worked until his retirement in 1983.
As a Range Scientist, his research contributions on deer winter range improvement and rehabilitation of
surface mining sites are well recognized. He was a member of The Society for Range Management, The
Wildlife Society, Idaho Chapter and the West Virginia University Division of Forestry Alumni Association.
He was a life member of the 11th Airborne Division Association and a member of the 82nd Airborne Division
Association. He had been a member of the John Birch Society since 1970 and a member of the Idaho Gem
Club since 1980. He was a life member of the Forest Service Region 4 Old Timers Club where he served as
President until his death on May 18, 2006.
He was especially proud of his affiliation with the U.S. Forest Service and of his military service. He was a
patriot, a man who lived his life quietly demonstrating great charity, faith, honesty and integrity. One of Bob’s

greatest pleasures was backpacking and fishing in Idaho’s high mountain lakes. He had made over 100 trips
into the mountains of Idaho and Utah.
His wife, Marilyn, son Thomas and daughter Sharon survive him.

William "Bill" Barclay Finley
1919-2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Kaibab National Forest, Arizona

Position(s)
Range Staff

Biography
William Barclay Finley, 92, of Orem, Utah, formerly of Flagstaff, Arizona
and Cortez, Colorado, passed away at his home on October 31, 2011.
He was born February 3, 1919 in Craig, Colorado to William Penn and
Muriel Bryan Finley. He spent his early years and was educated in
Craig. He graduated from Colorado State University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Forestry. He served in the Navy in World War II.
He married Laura Frances Blaine on September 10, 1939 in Craig. She
died October 5, 1984. He worked for the U.S. Forest Service and retired
as a Range Specialist Supervisor. His hobbies and interests included:
writing, fishing, camping, jeeping, the outdoors and woodworking. He
was a Christian.
He is survived by his daughters: JoAnne Finley of Hillsboro, Oregon,
Jamie Wright of Peoria, Arizona, Laura Kay Brown of Orem; 9 grandchildren and 27 great-grandchildren.

William C. "Bill" Fischer

1932 - 2013

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date

Location

Position

1956 - 1966

Boise National Forest, Boise and Lowman, ID

Forester

1966 - 1993

Fire Sciences Laboratory, Missoula, MT

Research Forester

Biography
Bill Fischer was born in Buffalo, New York. He
attended high school at St. Joseph's Collegiate
Institute, graduating in 1951. He attended Paul
Smith's College, graduating in 1954 (A.A.S.
degree) and next from the University of Michigan
in 1956 (B.S. and B.S.F. degrees). After
graduation he was employed as a Forester on the
Boise National Forest, Boise, Idaho. He soon left
to serve in the United States Army for two years at
Fort Dix, New Jersey.
In 1959 Bill married Joan S. Fuchs and they
moved to Boise, Idaho where he resumed his
professional career. They started a family that
Bill Fischer cataloging papers at the National
grew to three sons, William A., John and Joseph
Museum of Forest Service History, 2004
and two daughters Catherine and Gretchen. A
strong family life was important to Bill and Joan.
They both participated extensively in assisting with youth activities through school and church. As a boy, Bill
attained the rank of Eagle Scout and was a member of the Order-of-the-Arrow. Later he continued his
interest in scouting by serving as a Cub Scout Pack Master, Boy Scout Troup Master and District Scout
Board member. He served on school boards and was a long time member of the Missoula Kiwanis Club
serving as its president for a term. For many years he organized and led the Kiwanis basketball league that
provided kids who did not make a school team with an opportunity to play an organized sport.
While on the Boise National Forest Bill worked on a variety of timber management and fire control positions.
His work was recognized with a Regional Certificate of Merit Award. In 1966 he joined the Fire Influences
and Fire Retardant Chemicals research unit at the Northern Forest Fire Laboratory (now Fire Sciences
Laboratory) as a Research Forester. His work centered on fire management aspects of fire-weather and fire
danger rating systems. He co-authored the Fire-Weather Observer's Handbook.

His next assignment was with the Fire in Multiple Use
Management Research, Development and Applications
Program where his focus was on applying existing research
knowledge to improvement of operational fire management
plans with special emphasis on fuel treatment and fuel
management plans. His work on risk of homeowners to wildland
fire helped raise awareness of the need to appraise and
mitigate fire behavior potential in the rural-urban interface. He
authored and co-authored a number of publications including:
•
•
•

Planning and evaluating prescribed fires - a standard
procedure
A computer system for scheduling fire use
Photos guide for appraising downed woody fuels in
Montana forests (other guides were published for
different areas

He completed his career on the Fire Effects and Prescribed Fire
research unit where he served as the fire effects team leader
dedicated to providing managers with state-of-the-art
knowledge about fire effects. He led the effort to formulate and develop the Fire Effects Information System
(FEIS) that structures the vast and growing amount of fire effects knowledge into an organized framework
that land managers can readily access on the computer. For his work to design and develop the FEIS and for
creating the Wildland Home Fire Risk Meter, which allowed homeowners to assess risk to their dwellings, Bill
received the Forest Service Chief's Award for Technology Transfer in 1991. Noteworthy publications by Bill
and co-authors include:
• Fire ecology of the forest habitat types of northern Idaho
• Fire effects information system: user's guide
He was interested in forestry and conservation issues that went well beyond His Forest Service job. He
served as chair of the Society of American Forests, Missoula Chapter and the Montana State organization.
He enjoyed discussing the broader forestry issues. On one occasion Bill and his coworker Jim Brown drove
from Missoula to a meeting in Idaho. They got so involved discussing issues that they ran of gas along the
Lochsa River in Idaho. The nearest gas station was at least 100 miles in either direction. They hitch-hiked to
the Powell Ranger Station where Bill's knowledge of district operations resulted in a can of gas and a ride
back to their car.
Upon retiring Bill gathered historic weather instruments and fire danger rating gadgets for inclusion in the
National Museum of Forest Service History. He volunteered much of his time to cataloging materials for the
museum.

John C. "Jack" Fisher
1936 - 2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Forest Planning Team, Lolo NF
Bonneville Power Line Analysis Team, Lolo NF
Missoula District, Lolo NF
Wild and Scenic Analysis Team, Lolo NF

Position(s)

Resource Staff Officer
Team Leader

Biography

John Clark “Jack” Fisher was born at home on June 26, 1936, in Waterbury, Conn. He was raised with his
brother, Bill, in Manchester and Franklin, N.H.
As a young boy, Jack knew he would be a forester and live in the mountains. He graduated from the
University of New Hampshire in forestry in 1958. He was a member of Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity. Working
as a summer tour guide at Lost River in the White Mountains of New Hampshire, he knew his boyhood
dream would be realized. Jack had deep affection for the White Mountains, but found true love for Northwest
forests manning fire lookouts. Jack loved the solitude, peace and majesty of the Rocky Mountains.
After graduation, Jack served in the U.S. Army, then embarked on a 36-year career with U.S. Forest Service,
saying he loved it every day. Joining the Forest Service in the late 1950s, Jack had a distinguished career in
the Northern Region. With assignments on the Nez Perce, Bitterroot and the Lolo National Forests, he held a
variety of positions. Early in his career, Jack enjoyed being an effective liaison with Native American fire
crews. Jack spent many years in charge of lands, special uses, range and recreation programs.
While in Thompson Falls, Jack served as president of the Lions Club, where he was chosen as Lion of the
Year for work building a beautiful retirement home, and served on the local school board.
Jack assumed management for planning, permitting and administration of the 500-kilovolt Bonneville power
line across public lands in the 1970s. As team leader, Jack coordinated the written plan for the power line
stretching across Montana to Oregon. Jack’s attention to detail and commitment to resources resulted in an
environmentally sensitive location and construction techniques that became a model for future projects.
Jack’s work was included in forest management training and university-level classes. Purdue University
invited Jack as guest lecturer on the subject.
In the late 1970s, Jack became an integral part of the Forest Planning Team. Later, he managed the
Rattlesnake National Recreation Area further developing a passion for archeology, cultural resources and
historic preservation. Jack’s skill and expertise resulted in significant building restoration on the forest
continuing into his retirement.
Jack’s lead the Wild and Scenic Rivers team as his last career position. He enjoyed every aspect of it,
especially the people, as they conducted a “wild and scenic” survey to determine eligibility for inclusion in the
designation. He enjoyed the hiking, camping and loved being back in the mountains.
“Jack was always a ‘go-to’ guy who would take on any tough assignment serving the public for his entire
career,” said Orville Daniels.

Jack, Gary Brown and others restored the old ranger station that is the site for the National Museum of
Forest Service History. There is a glass-covered viewing window showing original construction. Jack thought
this was important to provide visitors a visible illustration of early construction techniques and believed we all
could learn from our past and history.
Jack was a master wood craftsman, using his gifts to preserve and restore multiple Forest Service cabins,
including many in Rock Creek available as rentals. He worked restoring the lookout tower taken to the
Smithsonian Folk Life Festival in Washington, D.C. This celebration of the U.S. Forest Service 100th
anniversary was exciting. It was a huge disappointment, but his health was beginning to fail and the trip was
daunting. Sadly, he stayed home. For years he devoted his incredible carpentry and artistic skills to historic
cabins and other archaeological projects.
Jack and Jeri married in 1968, and their 45 years together was an adventure. Jack was deeply devoted to his
children - son Michael and daughters Kelli and Donna.

John Forsman
1917- 2012

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1953
1956
1957
1963
1966-1976

Location
Custer N.F.
Custer N.F.
Custer N.F.
Washington, D.C.
Pacific NW Regional Office

Position(s)
Forest Range Staff Officer
Deputy Forest Supervisor
Forest Supevisor
Range Staff, Chief’s Office
Asst. Regional Forester

Biography
John Forsman, the son of a Swedish immigrate, was born
March 23, 1917 to John and Opal Forsman and grew up on
a homestead north of Glasgow, Montana. The third of four
children, John completed high school in Glasgow and went
on to earn a Bachelor's Degree in Forestry with an
emphasis in Rangeland Management at the University of
Montana. John put his education into practice during the
summers by working for the Forest Service as a lookout
and packer in the Selway-Bitterroot National Forest.
During World War II, John was the lead navigator for a
squadron ofB17 Flying Fortress bombers. While at an Air
Force Officer's Club dance overseas, he met and fell in
love with Betty Townson, an English citizen in the British
Royal Air Force. In 1948, two and a half years after John's return to the United States and as the Range
Analysis Crew Chief for the Northern Region Forest Service office in Missoula, he proposed to Betty. Betty
moved to the United States and they were married in Helena, Montana. John and Betty started their family
together in 1950 while John was the District Ranger on the Lewis and Clark National Forest in Martinsdale,
Montana.
John's love for the outdoors and strong
leadership moved him to the Custer National
Forest in 1953 as a Forest Range Staff Officer.
He was promoted to Deputy Forest Supervisor
in 1956 and became the Forest Supervisor in
1957. In 1963, John moved his family to
Washington D.C. where he joined the Range
Staff in the Forest Service Chief's Office.
In 1966, John transferred to the Forest Service
Pacific Northwest Regional Office in Portland,
Oregon where he worked as the Assistant

Regional Forester in charge of Range and Wildlife Management until his retirement in 1976. His career,
legacy, and belief that everyone deserves a fair chance in life has inspired some of the most dedicated
National Forest Service staff.
John and Betty currently live in Portland, Oregon. They have three children (Carol, Victoria and Richard), 8
grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren. His son Richard has continued in his father's footsteps with a long
and successful career with the US Forest Service

Joel Frandsen

1939-2014

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1963-1997
1997-2002

Location
Wasatch, Toiyabe, and Manti La Sal NF
Utah

Position(s)
Ranger
Utah State Forester

Biography
Joel was born March 28, 1939, in Elsinore, to Alma Warren and Ida Conder
Frandsen. He was an alumnus of South Sevier High School and Utah State
University.
He married Kerry Allred of Spring City in 1963, and they are the parents of
three children.
Joel served 34 years as a forester with the U.S. Forest Service in Wyoming,
Idaho, Nevada, and Utah; and five years as the Utah State Forester. He was
proud to serve as the national chair of the Smokey Bear Committee. Joel
received many awards and accolades for his accomplishments and
leadership with charitable and professional organizations.
Joel had a great love of horses, mountains, western folklore, storytelling,
natural resources, Fox News, the vanishing western way of life and was a
staunch advocate of the Multiple Use-Sustained Yield Act.
Joel was an expert in western outlaw history, spending many hours researching, publishing and speaking.
He was an active member of the LDS church and lived by the motto, “Enjoy the Journey.”

James “Jim” H. Freeman
1926-2012

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1951

Location
Castle Creek Ranger Station
Riggins, Idaho
Slate Creek Ranger Station
Kalispell, Montana
Missoula, Montana
National Headquarter Washington, D.D.
Eastern Regional Office Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Position(s)
Forester

Supervisors office

Biography
James Hibbert Freeman, 85, son of Edna Hibbert Freeman and Charles Russell
Freeman, passed away Saturday evening, June 30th, 2012 at his home in Victor,
Montana, surrounded by family. Jim was born on October 29th, 1926 in St. Paul,
Minnesota.
Jim was raised in Shorewood, Wisconsin. He graduated from Shorewood High
School in 1944. With a strong sense of pride and duty to his country, he enlisted
in the United States Navy in the spring of 1944, prior to his high school graduation.
Upon graduation, he served on the destroyer USS John R Craig and was
honorably discharged on July 1st, 1946.
Returning home to Wisconsin, Jim attended the University of WisconsinMilwaukee from 1947-1950. During 1950-1953 he went to school at Michigan
Tech University in Houghton, Michigan. He graduated in 1953 with a Bachelor of
Science in Forest Management.
Jim married Ruth Johnson on March 28th, 1951 in Shorewood, Wisconsin. After his graduation, they began
their life adventure in Grangeville, Idaho, on the Nez Perce National Forest. From there, their first home was
at Castle Creek Ranger Station which led to a full -time appointment after completing the junior forester
exam. Jim’s career spanned 28 ½ years of loyal service with the United States Forest Service. Duty
stations included stops at: Riggins, Idaho; Dixie, Idaho; Slate Creek Ranger Station; supervisor’s office in
Kalispell, Montana, on the Flathead National Forest; and the Northern Rocky Mountain Regional office in
Missoula, Montana. Their next move was to the National Headquarters in Washington, D.C. Jim’s final
assignment was in the Eastern Regional office in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He retired on January 9th, 1982.
Jim and Ruth then traveled extensively throughout the U.S. for a year before settling in the Bitterroot Valley
of Montana. Jim’s retirement life turned into a second career of volunteering full time with the Bitter Root
Resource, Conservation & Development, Inc. (RC&D). As president, Jim continued his servitude for the
good of national forests, professional forestry, and the community at large. He finally retired again after 20
more years in February of 2010.
Jim was actively involved in numerous community organizations including: a Golden membership from the
National Association of Forest Service Retirees (NAFSR), member of National Museum of Forest Service

History, Northern Rocky Mountain Retiree Association (NRMRA), Eastern Forest Service Retirees’
Association, and a 50 -year certificate from Mount Idaho Lodge No. 9 A.F & A.M. in Grangeville, Idaho.
Jim is survived by his life mate of 61 years of marriage, Ruth Freeman and their six children: Jane E.
Freeman (Denver, CO), James H. Freeman Jr. (Elko, NV), Jill A. and Jay Kvasnicka (Muskego, WI), Jody K.
and John Schroder (Colgate, WI), JacLyn and Lelan Butler (Gainesville, VA), and John H. Freeman (Las
Vegas, NV). Grandchildren include: Jacki Jo, James H. 3rd, Jeffrey, Jennifer, John E., Jannelle, Julia,
Jordan, Jamie, Jenna, Jayden, and six great-grandchildren.

John C. Freemuth

June 19, 1950 to May 2, 2020

Partner
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
USDI National Park Service
Boise State University
National Museum of Forest Service
History

Position(s)
High School Techer
Ranger
Professor of Public Policy
Advisor

Biography
John Freemuth, Boise State University professor of public policy,
author, nationally known expert on public lands and Idaho original,
died at age 69, after suffering a heart attack at his North Boise home,
May 2, 2020.
John held a bachelor’s degree in politics from Pomona College and a
Ph.D. in political science and government from Colorado State
University. He worked earlier in his life as a high school teacher and a
USDI National Park Service ranger. Freemuth was the Distinguished
Professor of Public Policy and Cecil Andrus Endowed Chair of
Environment and Public Lands at Boise State University. In 2001, he
was the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching/CAES
Professor of the Year for Idaho.
John’s passion was to know, appreciate, and
communicate the complexities and value of “public
lands” to the very fabric of the United States. His
experience, knowledge, and wisdom of these
complexities and the realities of the social and
legal aspects that affect their management were
sought after and valued by politicians, public land
managers, the media, and the public in general,
both in Idaho and throughout the west. John was
known as a friend and reliable sounding board for
numerous employees of the USDA Forest Service
who had the privilege and honor of knowing him. As a result, when the National Museum of Forest
Service History (NMFSH) created an “Advisory Panel of Historians and Social Scientists” John was
one of the initial inductees.

John C. Freemuth
Retired Regional Forester and National Museum of Forest Service History Board Member Lynn
Sprague stated: “Over the time John was on the Advisory Panel of Historians and Social Scientists
he and I met for coffee every few months and he always was full of ideas (many of which were
used) and a huge support for our efforts. As much as any person on the Panel, he was engaged
with us through the conversations he and I had, and suggestions offered…” regarding the future
success of the NMFSH.
The Idaho Press published the following tribute to John Freemuth on May 4, 2020:
“The loss of John isn’t just a loss for Boise State and his field, but for everyone who knew him,”
BSU President Marlene Tromp said in a statement. “I’ve heard from people across the region today
to whom he was a mentor and role model. He will be profoundly missed, but his impact — through
all those he and his work touched — will vibrantly live on.”
Gov. Brad Little said, “John’s sudden death is a tragic loss not just for his loved ones and
colleagues, but for all of Idaho. John was one of a kind. He had a unique way of perceiving and
bringing resolution to the diversity of opinion around public lands policy. I join many in recognizing
his contributions to our state with gratitude. My condolences to John’s family and the many
Idahoans who will miss him.”
Idaho Congressman Mike Simpson,
who worked with Freemuth on an
array of public lands issues, said, “I’m
deeply saddened to hear the news of
John’s passing. He will forever be
remembered as a man who cared
deeply about Idaho’s natural
resources and wildlands and bringing
people together to discuss public
policy concerning these issues.
Kathy and I send our thoughts and
prayers to his family.”

John Freemuth addressing the Idaho Congressional Delegation: L-R, Chief Tidwell,
Unknown, John Freemuth, Senator Crapo, Congressman Labrador, Senator Risch,
Congressman Simpson 2014 Idaho Forest Restoration Partnership Workshop

Freemuth was the Distinguished
Professor of Public Policy and Cecil Andrus Endowed Chair of Environment and Public Lands at
Boise State. In 2001, he was the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching/CAES
Professor of the Year for Idaho.
He chaired the Science Advisory Board of the Bureau of Land Management; was an active
participant as moderator in the Idaho Forest Restoration Partnership and the Western Governors’
Association collaborative projects on working landscapes and invasive species; and was a wellknown and respected voice in Idaho public policy and land management circles, from the
Statehouse to the classroom to the forest.
Andy Giacomazzi, interim dean of BSU’s School of Public Service, said in an email to faculty on
Sunday that he was “beyond devastated” to share the news of Freemuth’s unexpected death.
“John was a prolific scholar, influential educator, and celebrated member of the Boise State
community,” he wrote, whose passing is a “tremendous loss to our university and beyond.”

John C. Freemuth
The dean said a schoolwide celebration of Freemuth’s life and career will be held at a later date, in
coordination with his family and the Andrus Center for Public Policy.
Bruce Reichert, host, and executive producer of “Outdoor Idaho” on Idaho Public Television, said
he believed Freemuth holds the record for the most appearances on the show over the past more
than 30 years. “He could explain things in a way that people could understand,” Reichert said on
Facebook. “That’s one of the reasons he was so beloved by his students. … He could see all sides
of an issue. And in Idaho public policy issues can be really, really thorny.”
“The man cared about Idaho, I can say that with certainty,” Reichert said.

Shirley Gallaher
1927 - 2015

Forest Service Spouse
Places, or projects served
Date(s)

Location

1950

Sitgreaves National Forest, AZ

1955

Sycamore Ranger District, Prescott National Forest, AZ

Position(s)

Biography
Shirley first met the Forest Service when she arrived with her husband, Wally, on the Sitgreaves National
Forest in April, 1950. The two were fresh from Iowa State College. She was a small town Iowa girl. Wally
tells of her being up all the first night peering out the Pinedale cabin windows looking for lions, bears and
other wild creatures. She got her wish the next day when two mama turkeys strolled by with about 25 chicks.
Despite her early naiveté, she adapted easily to the wild west and became a devoted advocate for the
Forest Service. She had a sparkling, blue eyed personality that made her a hit wherever she went. She was
always a leader, a trait that greatly helped her adjust to the many Forest Service moves n Wally's early
career (complicated by his recall to Active Duty during the Korean conflict). Shirley counted 15 houses,
cabins and trailers they lived in during their career. Some were in cities and towns, and a few were pretty
woodsy.
She hunted and fished with Wally during the early years but as time saw them living in the bigger cities, she
turned to women's groups and educational organizations. She was recognized by one of these organization
by having a brick placed with her name in a special walk at Cottey College, Missouri.
The Region 3 fire season in 1955 saw Wally away for six straight weeks. Shirley ran the Sycamore Ranger
District with a little telephone help from the S.O. She took care of rancher/grazing problems, met with forest
visitors and coordinated the attack on a man-caused fire near the ranger station. To show their respect, a
rancher family came to the station to help her kill, pick and process Wally's crop of spring fryers.
Always Shirley was up front keeping things going, was popular with forest users, taught Sunday School were
possible, was active in women's groups, helpful to all. She taught her daughters that life didn't come free;
that hard work was the key to getting what you needed or wanted. She had no time for slackers.
Shirley was adamant to the end that new Forest Service professionals should serve their first tour of duty
'out on the ground" on a ranger district, preferable in a rural setting, where the people are and there the real
work is done.

Harvey P. “Hoot” Gibson

1926-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1954-1981

Location
Mount Shasta, Fall River Falls, Hayfork
CA

Position(s)
Fire Aviation

Biography
Born Harvey Peter Gibson on March 9, 1926, in Manistee, Michigan, to Tennys and Alma (Schoedel)
Gibson, he spent his childhood and teenage years tromping the woods of Michigan and spending time at his
Grandma and Grandpa Schoedel’s farm. He was nicknamed “Hoot” at the age of 5. It was a name that stuck
with him throughout his life and proved to be an apt description of his personality. He was a hoot!
In 1944, he joined the Army Air Corps and trained to be a pilot, itching to do his part in World War II. He
spent several months at Chanute Air Field as an MP, but never got the chance to use his pilot training as
1945 saw the end of the war. He was honorably discharged in 1945, returned to Michigan and attended
Michigan State College in Lansing. In 1948, out of money for college and looking for some kind of
conservation work, he traveled to California and then made his way to South Dakota. Hoot was hired as a
government trapper in the Black Hills. He learned to trap coyotes and was soon given his own trapping
district near the tiny town of Isabel, South Dakota. It was there he met school teacher Paula Jean Bierman.
He attended the Lutheran church in Isabel one Sunday morning. As he tells the story, he sat near the back of
the church and began looking at those around him. Across the aisle he saw two bright blue eyes looking
back at him and he was hooked for life. In 1949, while Paula continued to teach school near Isabel and then
in Wisconsin, Hoot went back to college in Michigan and received a bachelor’s degree in Forest and Wildlife
Management in 1950. He returned to his trapping job in South Dakota. Hoot and Paula were married July 20,
1951, in Pierre, South Dakota. They began married life at He Dog, South Dakota, on the Rosebud Indian
Reservation where Paula taught school and Hoot trapped coyotes and bobcats. Their son David was born in
September 1952 at Valentine, Nebraska.
In 1953, Hoot transferred to the U.S. Border Patrol at Presidio, Texas. After a three month crash course in
the Spanish language, he collected some colorful experiences as a Border Patrol agent along the
U.S./Mexico border. Son Alan was born in Marfa, Texas, in January 1954. In the summer of 1954, Hoot
transferred to the U.S. Forest Service where he would spend the rest of his working career. Hoot and Paula’s
first Forest Service stations took them to Mount Shasta, Fall River Mills, and Hayfork, California. Daughter
Barbara was born at McCloud, California, in October of 1955. In 1957, Hoot transferred to the Black Hills of
South Dakota near Deadwood and Spearfish. Daughters Carol Jean and Susan were born in Deadwood in
1957 and 1961. The Forest Service and Hoot’s career in fire and aviation management took the family to
many locations in the following years including Cody, Wyoming, Denver, Colorado, Nemo, South Dakota,

Tucson, Arizona, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In 1981 Hoot retired from the Forest Service at the tender age
of 55. He and Paula moved to Victor where their son, Alan, built their final home on 10 acres with stunning
views of the Bitterroot Mountains. The home on Moose Hollow Road became the gathering place for their
expanding family and provided over 30 years of memories that continued to weave the varied and colorful
fabric of the Gibson family.

Robert S. “Bob” Gibson

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1951-1954

1966-1969

Location
Deerlodge, Lolo & Beaverhead National
Forests
Beaverhead National Forest
Beaverhead National Forest
Beaverhead National Forest, Lima
District
Gallatin National Forest, Bozeman
District
Northern Regional Office, Missoula

1969-1974
1974-1979
1979-1980
1980-1987
1987-1990

Gallatin National Forest, Bozeman
Flathead National Forest, Kalispell
Flathead National Forest, Kalispell
Helena National Forest, Helena
Gallatin National Forest, Bozeman

1955-1957
1957-1959
1959-1963
1963-1966

Position(s)
Summer Student
Career Appointment
Assistant District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Project Leader, Land & Water
Conservations Fund
Land Staff and Planner
Forest Planner
Deputy Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Bob Gibson grew up in Butte, MT, and graduated from Butte public high school in 1951. He enrolled in the
University of Montana Forestry School and graduated in 1955 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Forest
Management. Along with the forestry degree he acquired a beautiful wife, Carol and a daughter Linda. Two
fantastic sons, Mike and Jim, were born later. Bob has now been married 64 years.
His interest in forestry and land management was a result of his love of the forest, streams and grasslands in
southwest Montana. In the seventh grade Bob gave a speech on what he intends to do in his life. Even at
that age his passion was on working in the woods and becoming a forester.
In June of 1955 he accepted a position with the U. S. Forest Service as a junior forester and was assigned
as a timber management planner on the Beaverhead National Forester. He helped complete the first timber
management plan for the Big Hole Working Circle. To Bob's pleasure this job introduced him to woods work.
Following this assignment, he was promoted to Assistant District Ranger on the Dillon Ranger District
Beaverhead National Forest. Working with a variety of interest groups and forest users including
recreationists, sportsmen, grazing permittees and timber operators gave him gave him the knowledge that
this was what he wanted to do.
In the spring of 1959, at the age of 26, he was transferred to the small town of Lima, Montana, to become the
District Ranger. He held this position for three years and it was during this tour that the Hebgen Lake
Madison River earthquake occurred on August 17, 1959. At Richter Scale 7.0, it was the 4th largest
earthquake in US History. He and a number of other Forest Service employees received the Secretary of
Agriculture "Superior Service Award" for their search, rescue and damage appraisal efforts, which eventually

resulted in the establishment of a very unique geological study area
In June of 1963 he was promoted to District Ranger on the Bozeman District, Gallatin National Forest. This
district was, and still is, one of the most heavily used and diverse recreational districts in the Northern
Region. In addition, the district contained all three of the Bozeman's municipal watersheds and Bridger Bowl
Ski Area. It was known that Bob had skiing experience in high school, unknown was that it was for one winter
and he broke his leg early on. The introduction of the avalanche control guns at Bridger Bowl was made
during his first winter as Bozeman Ranger. During that installation the ski ranger took Bob to the top of the
mountain, "so I could kill myself trying to ski down to the bottom". Somehow or other he survived!
His next Forest Service assignment was to be the first project manager for the Land and Water Conservation
Act with the responsibilities for the entire Northern Region. The priorities were the acquisitions of “inholdings"
within the Region's designated Wilderness areas and other high value recreation and wildlife properties
within the Region's National Forests. He was trained in the needs and skills in land and other property
valuations. A significant part of this job required negotiation with land owners, convincing them to accept
appraised values with the deal being the best for all.
In 1969 he returned to the Gallatin National Forest as Recreation and Land staff and eventual I became ~at
forest's Planner. This period resulted in numerous land exchanges, mostly with Northern Pacific Railroad,
which eventually became Burlington Northern Railroad and the first long range plan under the National
Forest Service Management Act (NFMA). The next assignment was to the Flathead National Forest where
he again served as the Forest Planner and then Deputy Forest Supervisor.
Bob became the Supervisor of the Helena National Forest in 1980. In addition to the usual responsibilities of
Forest Supervisor, he was instrumental in the creation of the Elkhorn Management Unit on the Elkhorn
Mountains in place of a Wilderness Designation. It was an innovation that is still in place today. The Chief of
the Forest Service awarded him a Certificate of Merit for exceptional performance in representing the
Northern Region Forest Service in dealings with the Montana State Legislature, State agencies and other
Federal agencies on Forest Service issues in the State Capital of Helena. The Montana chapter of the
Society of American Foresters designated him as Forester of the Year in 1987.
During this period, he was detailed to Washington DC to serve the Montana Congressional Delegation in the
capacity of Roadless Area Review Evaluation Co-coordinator for the Forest Service re lands in Montana that
were designated roadless. He was elected Montana State Chairman for the Society of American Foresters.
In 1987 Bob received appointment as Supervisor of Gallatin National Forest where he retired in 1990 and still
resides. During this period the Yellowstone Park/Gallatin Forest fire complex raged in 1988. Bob and Park
Service Superintendent Bob Barbee received recognition for acquiring the Northern Yellowstone elk winter
range. After retirement Bob was elected to the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) board of directors for
two terms and was chairman of the land acquisition committee for the RMEF. He was the first government
person, Federal or State elected to that board.
He was elected a "Fellow" by the National Society of American Foresters in 1993. The University of Montana
Forestry School awarded him Distinguished Alumni status in 2003.
One of his most enjoyable occasions was to be the master of ceremonies for numerous Forest Service going
away and retirement parties and other special events.
Hobbies:
Fishing was a big part of Bob's life. Bob was determined to fish 60 days a year and accomplished that for
many years. Carol says she's heard every excuse imaginable for his late arrival home! He can't use "had to
look for the dog" anymore as his two beloved Westies are in dog Heaven.
Elk hunting with friends has been retirement happiness. Also enjoyable are making turkey calls and donating
his hard cider which are auctioned at Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation dinners.
Gardening in his small greenhouse and very large vegetable patch with the joy of giving produce to attentive
neighbors. Their children receive lessons on planting and harvesting produce.

From his apple trees he makes and bottles Gibson's Hard Cider with motto "Each Sip is Better than the last.
Carol was asked for personal memories and she tells us of a young forester wife's mistakes:
First permanent Forest Service job was in Dillon and Bob was in the field cruising timber week after week.
He was asked if he'd mind using his personal vehicle as Forest Service was short on units. "Of course," and I
agreed. That left me and our baby without transportation and our used car driven on pothole roads week
after week. Lesson learned:' Don't leave me without transportation again!
Thrilled with assignment to Lima Ranger District which included a house. I told the Dillon grocery Clerk of our
pending move and he said, "I've just accepted a teaching/coaching job there. I'm to contact your husband
about continuing to use the Forest Service horse pasture for our practice field." I told him I was sure Bob
would okay that. Bob, you said what? The Supervisor told me that use is not to be continued," Another
lesson: Keep my mouth shut about Forest Service business.
Some months later a man came to our Lima door with the gift of a turkey and gave me a card with his name
on it. Another, "You what!" from Bob. It seems that the man had trespassed grazing sheep on the forest.
Next day Bob hightailed it to Dillon to tell the Supervisor of a gift received from a permittee and what should
he do about it? With twinkling eyes, the Supervisor said, "Enjoy a Thanksgiving turkey dinner this year!"
It seems I was a slow learner then but my life with Bob has been a great ride and I love him more than ever.

Beach Gill
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Beach Gill is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

JAMES W. GIRARD
1877 - 1952

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
1897 - 1907
1907
1908 - 1915
1915 - 1923
1923 - 1929
1929 - 1941
1941 - 1945
1945 - 1952

Sawmills in Indiana, Wyoming,
North Dakota
Anaconda Copper Co, Missoula,
MT

Timber Cruiser

USFS - Seeley Lake District, Lolo
NF, Seeley Lake, MT
Northern Region, Missoula, MT
Private Lumber Company, Burns,
OR
USFS Washington D. C. Office
War Production Board
Mason, Bruce & Girard Co,
Portland, OR

Timber marker/scaler/cruiser

Timber Faller

Logging Engineer
Vice President
Chief of Forest Surveys
Sitka Spruce Program
Forestry Consultant

Biography
James Walter Girard was born in 1877 at Pleasant View in Tennessee's Smokey Mountains, one of ten
children. His formal education ended at the sixth grade. As a slender 15-year old he began work in
Cheatham County, north of Knoxville, TN cutting white oak logs into bolts which were in turn made into
whiskey barrel staves. For this he was paid $0.75 per day.
When young Girard learned that he could earn $150 per month as a timber cruiser (one who measures
standing timber) he set out to learn how to cruise timber. When an older cruiser refused to teach young
Girard, Girard made a detailed 6-month tally of bolts, staves, and other products produced from various
diameters and lengths of oak logs. This exhaustive study produced in 1897 what was probably only the
second volume table ever made in the United States (the first was made by Henry S. Graves, then Dean
of the Yale Forestry School and later Chief of the USDA Forest Service).
Girard soon became a self-taught timber cruiser at the age of 20 years; later in his life he would become
known as the patriarch of National Forest timber cruising. He cruised timber for several sawmills and later
ran his own sawmill. He subsequently worked in Indiana, Wyoming, North Dakota, Idaho, and eventually
in 1907 as a timber faller for the Anaconda Copper Mining Co. near Missoula, MT. In 1908 he became an
employee of the newly formed US Forest Service at Seeley Lake, MT.
Girard recognized his lack of formal education and undertook a very rigorous course of self-study of
numerous technical and other subjects. He quickly became more than proficient in many subject areas.
In his early Forest Service experience in the Seeley Lake area, Girard scaled logs and marked timber for
cutting on what was at that time the largest timber sale ever made by the Forest Service - 50 million board
feet, made to the Anaconda Copper Mining Co. Many technical foresters from Yale, Michigan, and other

forestry schools were sent to the Seeley Lake sale for experience in National Forest timber sale work.
Girard was assigned the job of training these young college graduates in marking timber and scaling logs.
Girard excelled in all of the increasingly responsible jobs given to him by the Forest Service, and in 1915
was promoted to logging engineer. He worked on special assignments in the Northern Rockies and the
Pacific Northwest. On assignment to Washington, DC he rewrote the FS Timber Appraisal Manual. In
November, 1916 he became a member of the Society of American Foresters in Missoula, MT.
In 1923 Girard resigned from the Forest Service to become Vice President and General Manager of a
private lumber company in Burns, OR. In 1929 he returned to the FS, this time in Washington, DC. He
was placed in charge of a nationwide forest survey, which was to determine national timber volume,
harvest, growth, projected demand, etc. In this work he developed new statistical sampling methods,
volume tables, etc.
Girard worked on this nationwide forest survey for 12 years, until the US entered World War 11. In early
1942 the War Production Board asked Girard to go to Alaska to find Sitka Spruce trees suitable for
making high-grade aircraft lumber. Here again Girard established specialized technical specifications, this
time for the use of wood for aircraft manufacture. By the end of WW II, the FS had provided 85 million
board feet of Sitka Spruce from Alaska National Forests.
During WW II Girard also provided technical information on several other wood species used for many
other wartime purposes. He also surveyed the forest resources of the Dominican Republic for possible
wartime uses.
When Girard retired from the Forest Service with 35 years of service, he went to work in 1945 for the
prestigious forest consulting firm of Mason and Bruce in Portland, OR. This firm changed its name to
Mason, Bruce, and Girard and became still more prestigious. In 1948 the Chilean government asked
Girard to survey its forest resources; many other assignments followed.
In recognition of Girard's many outstanding contributions to the profession of forestry, both in the US and
internationally, the Society of American Foresters elected him as fellow. This slender Tennessee hillbilly
lad had come a long way.
Girard died in 1952 at the age of 75 in Portland, OR. In 1953 the Forest Service dedicated as a memorial
to Girard a 60-acre grove of tamarack (Western Larch) trees along the Clearwater River near Seeley
Lake, MT where Girard began his distinguished Forest Service career in 1908. This memorial Grove was
a cooperative effort of the Intermountain Logging Conference, the Anaconda Lumber Department, the
consulting firm of Mason, Bruce, and Girard, and retired Forest Service personnel. This site is marked
with a memorial plaque attached to a large boulder.
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Rita Jane (Carlson) Glazebrook

1921-2014

Forest Service Spouse
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1959-1969
1969-2003
2003-2014

Location
Portland, Oregon
Washington D.C.
Portland, Oregon

Position(s)

Biography
Rita Jane (Carlson) Glazebrook peacefully passed away May 23, 2014, in
Portland.
Rita Jane was born Aug. 28, 1921, in a hospital in South Chicago, Ill. She was
the third daughter of Howard and Mary Lenore Carlson of Whiting, Ind. She
grew up with siblings, Mary Louise Ambre, Alice and Howard. Rita Jane was a
graduate of Sacred Heart School in Whiting, Catholic Central High School in
Hammond, Ind., and De Paul University in Chicago. At those schools, she
edited newspapers and yearbooks and, upon completion of college, became a
reporter and feature writer at the Gary Post Tribune of Gary, Ind.
She also worked at the U.S. Signal Corps of the Army in Washington, D.C., in
1945. On April 12, 1947, Rita Jane married her beloved husband, Thomas B.
Glazebrook. Thomas worked in the U.S. Forest Service and eventually he and
Rita moved to Oregon in 1959. Thomas passed away July 27, 2003.
Rita Jane was a member of many organizations over the years including St. Patrick's Altar Society in
Placerville, Calif., The U.S. Forest Service Women's Club in Washington, D.C., and Portland. After the
retirement of her husband in 1977, the family returned to Portland where she became the editor of the two
volumes of "Sampler of the Early Years" in which pioneer Forest Service wives told of their experiences in
helping their husbands in the field work of the Forest Service. She also edited "Our Shower of Roses"
published by the St. Therese of the Child Jesus Parish in Portland as a part of the parish celebration of its
50th anniversary in 2005. She was also a member of Pi Epsilon Kappa, an Indiana Catholic Sorority, Phi
Gamma Nu, of De Paul College of Commerce, Kappa Gamma Pi honorary society, the Forest History
Society, the Museum of Forest Service History in Missoula, MT.

David Godwin
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for David Godwin is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Thomas Goldenbee
1937-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1957-

Location
Shasta National Forest, California

Position(s)
Timber Management

Biography
Tom was born on May 1, 1937 in Los Angeles, CA. Tom lost his father at the
tender age of 7. Tom started work at 14 to help support his Mother and younger
Brother. Always a warrior for his family. Tom's also dedicated his life's work to
the safety of others, fighting fires, protecting lives, and property while working
with the US Forest Service. In 1957 Tom began his career as a North Shore
Patrolman, on Arrowhead Ranger District, advancing to Engineer, Foreman, and
finally a Helicopter foreman. As a Hot Shot foreman, Asst. Recreation Officer, Air
Attack, Asst. Fire Control Officer, Fire Control Officer on Cajon Ranger District,
Fire Prevention Officer and Fire Management Officer, on the Santa Barbara
Ranger District at Los Prietos, California, Los Padres National Forest.
Tom worked on fires all over the Western United States and was the past
President of Los Compadres, (Forest Service retiree group).Tom did many jobs
after retiring from the US Forest Service, Driving Fire Crews in the Bus, Operated Air Tanker Bases
contracting with the US Forest Service in Santa Barbara and Ramona, Tom enjoyed flying Air Attack and his
time spent with the tanker pilots and fire crews.
Perhaps Tom's greatest achievement and joy was the blessings he bestowed on his loving wife and family.
He was always there for advice, help, support or just a hug. He always seemed to have what was needed
and he will be missed. Tom is survived by his wife Roberta Goldenbee, son and daughter.

Thomas Bradford Glazebrook
1917 - 2003

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1939 - 1940
1941 - 1942
1942 – 1945
1946 - 1949
1949 - 1950
1950- 1953
1953 - 1955
1955 - 1957
1957 - 1959
1959 - 1966
1966 - 1969
1969 - 1976
1977

Location
Clearwater NF, ID
Nevada Extension Forester
779 Engineer Forestry Company, US Army
California
Modoc NF, CA
Regional Office, San Francisco CA
Eldorado NF, CA
Stanislaus NF, CA
Chief's Office, Washington D.C.
Regional Office, Portland, OR
Regional Office, Portland, OR
Chief's Office, Washington D.C.
Washington D.C. and Portland, OR

Position(s)
Lookout
Forester
Forester
Timber Sales officer
Assistant ranger
Timber Valuation Specialist
District Ranger
Timber Staff Officer
Timber Valuation Specialist
Regional Logging Engineer
Timber & Watershed Management
Director Watershed Management
Forestry Consultant

Biography
Thomas B. Glazebrook was born in Nashville, Tennessee. He graduated from Purdue University, West
Lafayette, Indiana, in 1939 with a bachelor's degree in Forestry, and continued his studies at the University
of Idaho, Moscow, receiving a master's degree in Forestry in 1941. He was a member of Sigma Phi Epsilon
Fraternity, several honorary fraternities and the Society of American Foresters in which he was a Fellow
(1979). Glazebrook was past-chair of the Oregon's SAF Portland Chapter. He joined SAF in 1942.
His long career with the USDA Forest Service began with summers as a lookout in 1939 and 1940 and a
year as state forester in Nevada, before enlisting with the 799th Forestry Engineers Company of the Army.
He served in Alaska, Germany and the Philippines before his discharge in 1945.
Resuming work with the Forest Service, he was stationed on the Eldorado, Modoc, Stanislaus and Klamath
National Forests and Region 5 headquarters before coming to Portland in 1959. After a ten-year assignment
in timber and watershed management, he was appointed director of Watershed Management in the national
headquarters in Washington, D.C. He remained in that post until his retirement in 1977.

Howard L. Gorsuch
1924-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
~1940-?
1965-1977

Location

Position(s)
Smokejumper

Colville National Forest, ID

Biography
Grampa Lee Gorsuch passed away quietly at home Nov. 20 and is survived
by his wife, Bercieve and her family; by his children from his first and second
marriages; by one brother; several nephews and nieces and their families.
Lee was born Sept. 26, 1924 and raised around the hills of Kamiah, Idaho.
He was the fifth of a string of six Gorsuch boys who shared one older sister,
Pearl. The youngest brother, Robert, and his wife, Doris, reside near
Flathead Lake in Montana.
About the time Lee was to graduate high school, World War II broke out. He
joined the Army and served with distinction in the 17th Airborne Division as a
paratrooper. He participated in the front lines of The Battle of the Bulge, was
wounded and survived.
After the war, he obtained a BS degree in Forestry at the University of Idaho
and then started working for the Forest Service as a smoke jumper. He had
over 50 jumps with that service.
Lee finished his career with the Forest Service stationed in the Colville National Forest from 1965 to 1977,
when he retired.
Lee lived over 35 years on his tree farm property on Middle Basin Road southwest of Colville before moving
to town for more leisurely retirement.
He was a true patriarch who will be remembered fondly as "Grampa Lee."
Lee's body was cremated without ceremony, at his request. He wanted his ashes to be brought back to his
property in the Middle Basin.

John E. Grauman
Unknown-2001

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Mid-late
1930s

Location
Flathead and Bitterroot, Montana

Position(s)
CCC, Lookout

Biography
As an enrollee in the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), John worked with the Forest Service in the
Flathead and Bitterroot areas of Montana in the mid to late 1930s, on various forestry projects, including
lookout duty. His wife, Margaret, said John considered it “a very worthwhile experience.”
During World War ll he served for 3 ½ years in the Army Air Corps with the 13rh Air Force, in the Pacific
Theatre.

Henry “Harry” Graves

1871-1951

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
Henry “Harry” Solon Graves, the Forest Service’s second chief, was born in
Marietta, OH, on May 3, 1871. He graduated from Yale in 1892, and then
received his Master’s Degree in 1900. Graves, once second in command
under Pinchot in the Division of Forestry, was the dean of Forestry at Yale.
He was a close friend of Pinchot and one of the original seven members of
the Society of American Foresters.
Graves was described as strongly puritanical and no-nonsense (he frowned
on smoking in the office and forbade whistling), yet he commanded respect
and even affection from his staff. Graves felt the burden of trying to rebuild
the morale that was shattered by Pinchot’s firing.
His ten-year stint as chief of the Forest Service was characterized by a
stabilization of the national forests, purchase of new national forests in the
East, and a strengthening of the foundations of forestry by putting it on a
more scientific basis. During his tenure as chief, the Forest Products
Laboratory was established at Madison, WI; the Weeks Law was enacted in
1922 allowing federal purchase of federal lands (mostly in the East; and the
research branch of the Forest Service was organized.

Bob Gray
1922-2014

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
~1942-

Location
McCloud, Mount Shasta, Fall River Falls,
Weaverville - CA

Position(s)
Firefighter

Biography
Bob was a Southerner by birth, but a Northern Californian by choice. Born in Raleigh, NC, on May 12, 1922,
he died at home on October 21, 2014. He graduated from high school in Vidalia, LA, in a class of four. Bob
always said that he would have been valedictorian if not for those three girls.
Following his arrival in California, he spent one season alone on a mountaintop looking for fires, but he never
went back to a tower. Fighting fires was a better fit for him. His positions with the US Forest Service took him
and his family through several Northern California towns (Mount Shasta, Fall River Mills, Weaverville,
Dunsmuir, Mount Shasta again). However, when he retired he came back to the place his career and family
began: McCloud.
Bob 's career could - and did - fill a book (Forests, Fires, and Wild Things), but he was much more than a
respected and liked USFS colleague. He also committed himself to family, church, sports, nature, and
community. Ile never ceased to wonder at the people, places, and things he encountered over his 92 years.
He was so involved in every moment that while watching the SF Giants on television he could pay as much
attention to the commercial between innings as he did to the baseball game!
Stationed at the McCloud FS Compound, Bob noticed a pretty high school girl while walking to the store's
soda fountain for ice cream. He soon got to know Betty Johnson. Her father warned her about worldly older
guys who had seen more of the country than McCloud, and he insisted that she attend business school after
graduating just to ensure her ability to take care of herself in case the budding relationship with Bob didn't
work out. She never had to take that job; she married Bob on October 24, 1948, and they remained together
for nearly 66 years. There are four Gray children, seven grandchildren, and eight great grandchildren. The
grandchildren are particularly close cousins, because Bob and Betty's home was always the family home,
and they regularly took the grandkids for extended periods during summers. A cross-country trip with their
grandparents was particularly memorable. Of course, long hours in the car allowed time for conversation that
included stories about their parents. Strangely, none of us recall things quite the same way! Bob and Betty's
nieces and nephews also shared precious moments with their uncle and aunt.
After retiring, Bub fulfilled a lifetime dream of building a log cabin on some property he had acquired south of
McCloud near the confluence of Squaw Valley and Dairy Creeks. While his daughter-in-law peeled lodgepole
pine logs with a drawknife, Bob and his son notched and stacked the logs into a structure that now has stood
for more than 35 years. He wanted the house to look like the rustic shelters he had seen in the woods, and

he succeeded. While Betty stood by with a bucket of water and fire extinguisher at hand, he pulled the
electrical main switch. No sparks, so they moved in. Subsequent electricians always marvel at the ingenuity
of Rob's engineering.
Sports were always important in the Gray's home, and he could play about any game adequately. In fact, an
early USFS appointment resulted from his answer, "Yes, 1 can play softball and pitch a little." "Good; you're
coming with me to Bartle," the supervisor replied. The Southern boy even learned to ski. During his first
winter as a full time USFS employee, Bob was handed a pair of skis and told that the next day he was going
on a 20-mile snow survey at Stouts Meadow. After an afternoon practicing on the compound grounds, he
went skiing for his first time. His technique never got much better, but he did ski alongside his children, who
learned more conventional methods at the old Mount Shasta Ski Bowl. He and Betty have probably seen
more high school basketball games than anybody else in Siskiyou County. In his So's he even made the trip
to Tule lake to watch his son referee a game.
Bob held strong personal religious beliefs. He was a "hybrid" (i.e., Baptist/ Methodist/Presbyterian); however,
he never forced his beliefs on others. Religiously, he let his walking do his talking.
Bob and Betty volunteered regularly at the Heritage Junction Museum. Their combined knowledge of the
community and the museum's holdings enhanced many visitors' experience while visiting McCloud. Many
"regulars " learned their schedule and sought to return on their days.

Arthur W. Greeley

1912-2004

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1935 - 1938
1938 - 1942
1942 - 1943
1943 - 1944
1944 - 1947
1947 - 1951
1951 - 1953
1953 - 1956
1956 - 1959
1959- 1962
1962 - 1966
1966 - 1971

Location
Clarkia Ranger Station, St. Joe National
Forest - Idaho
Kootenai National Forest
Custer National Forest
Coeur d'Alene National Forest
Washington Office
Lassen National Forests
Pacific Northwest Forest and Range
Experiment Station
Alaska Region
North Central Region - Milwaukee, Wis.
Washington Office
Washington Office
Washington Office

Position(s)
Junior Forester, District Ranger
Forester - Timber Sales
Assistant Forest Supervisor
Assistant Forest Supervisor
Timber Management
Forest Supervisor
Assistant to the Director
Regional Forester
Regional Forester
Assistant Chief
Deputy Chief
Associate Chief

Biography
Arthur W. Greeley, was born in Tacoma Park, Maryland August 1, 1912. His
father, William B. Greeley - was Chief of the U.S. Forest Service from 1920-1928.
The Creeley family moved to Seattle Washington in 1928, where Art completed
high school and enrolled in the University of Washington's College of Forestry.
While attend ing the College of Forestry at the University of Washington, Art
worked as a lookout during the summers and earned his BS Degree in Forestry
June of 1934. He then attended Yale University where he received his Masters
Degree in 1935. Following graduation, he began his Forest Service career on the
Clarkia Ranger Station on what was then the St. Joe National Forest in Idaho; then
worked on other National Forests in Region One. Art Greeley and his wife Anne, a
schoolteacher, were married June 18, 1 938. After additional assignments on
National Forests in Region, Art was assigned to the Washington Office in 1944 and later became Forest
Supervisor of the Lasse n National Forest in California. Art then became Director of the Pacific Northwest
Forest and Range Experiment Station in Portland, Oregon until he was transferred to Alaska.
Art Greeley's assignment with the U. S. Forest Service in Alaska began when he moved to Juneau from the
Pacific North west Forest and Range Experiment Station early in 1953, replacing Regional Forester B. Frank
Heintzelman who was appointed Alaska's Territorial Governor by President Dwight Eisenhower.
Art Greeley was Alaska Regional Forester from 1953 to 1956, moving from Juneau, Alaska to Milwaukee,
Wisconsin early in 1956 after Art and Anne Greeley's daughter Margaret died as the result of injuries
received in a tragic snow sledding accident in Juneau in December 1955. Art Greeley was appointed

Regional Forester in the North Central Region (Region 9). P. D. Hanson, the Regional Forester in Missoula
replaced Art Greeley in Alaska.
Art Greeley was the Regional Forester in Alaska during a period of transition. The completion of the
Ketchikan Pulp Company in 1953, the development of road transportation system plans and the award of the
Region's 2nd long-term Alaska Pulp Company Sale (to Japanese interests) occurred during Greeley's
tenure. Region Ten's timber sale harvest was 60 million feet in 1952 and was 200 million feet in 1956 and
rose to 500 million feet by the end of the decade.
During Art Greeley's tenure as Regional Forester, he began the diversification of professional and support
staff, bringing in more wildlife, fisheries and recreation professional expertise. Art Greeley had a keen sense
of history emphasizing long- range plans and the need to resolve Alaska Native Land claims.
After serving as Regional Forester for Region Nine in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Art became Deputy Chief and
then Associate Chief of the U. S. Forest Service in Washington, DC.
Art then took early retirement in 1971 to start a second career as a Methodist Minister. He graduated from
Wesley Theological Seminary and was Associate Pastor at Chevy Chase United Methodist Church in
Maryland from 1973-1982.
Art Greeley was always a man of deep faith, very active in his church and in community affairs. Art
Greeley's positive outlook and integrity earned the admiration of the community at large as well as the Forest
Service family. The tragic accident and death of his daughter in Alaska significantly influenced his decision to
leave Alaska and the Forest Service to enter the ministry.
Art Greeley was an outstanding and compassionate Forest Service leader and an effective advocate for the
various missions of the United States Forest Service. He also was always an effective communicator and
leader in the various communities in which he lived. And after entering the ministry, continued to serve with
great distinction as a pastor, counselor and spiritual leader bringing great joy and God's love to the
thousands of people whose lives he touched. He was a member and president of the Order of St. Luke from
1978 until his death.

William Buckhorse Greeley
1879-1955

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1904
1920-1928

Location
Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C.

Position(s)
Asst. Chief, Silviculture
Chief, U.S. Forest Service

Biography
William Buckhorse Greeley, the third chief of the Forest Service, ws born in
Oswego, NY, on September 6, 1879. He graduated from the University of CA in
1901 and from the Yale Forest School three years later.
After starting with the Bureau of Forestry in 1904, he quickly was promoted
through a variety of Forest Service positions to the Washington Office as
assistant chief in charge of silviculture.
After Greeley was appointed chief, he faced a number of challenges, including
the acquisition of new national forests east of the Mississippi River; making
cooperative agreements with private, state, and other federal agencies a
standard feature of Forest Service management; fighting renewed efforts to
place the Forest Service back into the Department of Interior; and “blocking up”
the national forests (exchange or purchase of lands inside or near the forest
boundaries to simplify management.)
This was also the time, during the “roaring twenties,” when prosperity brought
about tremendous growth in recreation on the national forests- which led to the
need to develop and improve roads for automobile use, campgrounds for forest visitors, and summer home
sites for semi-permanent users.

Lisle R. Green

1918-1997

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1948 - 1953
1953 - 1960
1960 - 1980

Location
San Juaquin Experimental Range near Fresno,
CA
Cal Poly University, San Luis Obispo, CA
Riverside Fire Laboratory, Riverside CA

Position(s)
Scientist
Associate Professor
Research Team Leader

Biography
Lisle's professional career in range management and forestry spanned
three and one half decades. He joined the Forest Service in 1948 after
earning a Master's Degree in Range Management from Utah State
University. He first worked as a scientist at the Forest Service's San
Juaquin Experimental Range near Fresno, California.
He left the Forest Service after seven years to become an associate
professor at Cal Poly University in San Luis Obispo, California. Lisle
returned to the Forest Service in 1960 and helped open the then brand
new Riverside Fire Laboratory in the fall of 1963. He continued at the fire
lab as a research team leader and scientist until he retired in 1980 after 34
years of dedicated service. Even after retirement, Lisle continued to work
part time to complete several research publications that he had started.
Scientists came from a wide area to study his research and he was known
around the world as "Mr. Fuel Break". Fuel breaks are belts of modified
vegetation placed at strategic locations in forests or brush lands to stop the spread of potential wildfire.
Lisle and his team sought the most practical and economic use of herbicides, mechanical methods and by
planting low growing or slow burning vegetation. He even used goats to browse the fuel breaks. The
government being what it is, Lisle had to fill out property loss reports when a coyote ate one of his goats. He
and his team studied vegetation from throughout the world to find plants that would grow successfully in the
hot, dry California climate, yet stop the spread of fires. He received seed from places as far away as Israel
and Australia. His test plantings extended throughout California.
In an environment where a scientist must publish or perish, Lisle was outstandingly productive. He wrote or
co-authored more than 30 research publications. These include Experiment Station research papers,
scientific journal articles and chapters in books. Lisle wrote a major U. S. Department of Agriculture
handbook that is widely used as a guide in range management. Besides his research, he helped control
many wildfires. His specialty was analyzing weather and vegetation factors in order to predict the behavior of
the fire and determine the way it would spread.
Lisle left us with a unique legacy. The legacy consists of thousands of acres of forestland that lives and
exists today because of his research.

Lisle donated several artifacts to the Harvey Mack Historical collection then located on the Cleveland
National Forest. The Primer and Woodsman's Handbook was the oldest documents in the collection. Also
donated were Forest Service ties, a real find as no one else has come up with even one, shirt, pants and an
Ike Jacket. A pencil & penholder with the five "leaf" symbol the FS once used.
Lisle and Winifred had been married for 50 years.

Max C. Green
1921 – 2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1943 - 1946
1946 -

1967 - 1978

Location
U.S. Army Air Corps
California
Utah
Idaho
Utah
Missoula, Forest Service Region I

Position(s)
Staff Sergeant
Forest Staff Officer
Forest Staff Officer
District Forest Ranger
District Forest Ranger
Director of Range Management

Biography
Max C. Green passed away Thursday, June 14, 2011, at his home in Missoula
incident to age and pulmonary cancer.
He was born at the family home at West Weber, Utah on August 13, 1921 to
Ammon Green and Nellie Hicks Green. His early years were spent at West
Weber until the family moved to Clearfield, Utah in 1933.
Max graduated from Davis County High School in 1939 and earned a
bachelor's degree in forestry (range management major) from Utah State
University in 1943.
Beginning immediately after college graduation, he spent three years in the
U.S. Army Air Corps, 8th Weather Squadron, attaining the rank of staff
sergeant.
He married Shirley Ann Ring on January 20, 1946, at Grace Episcopal Church
in Manchester, New Hampshire.
Shortly after their marriage, Max and Shirley moved to Utah, where he began
his career with the U.S. Forest Service. His assignments included district forest ranger in Utah and Idaho,
forest staff officer responsible for range management and other resource activities in California and Utah,
and member of the Forest Service Internal Audit Staff, Washington, D.C., with the duty station at Portland,
Oregon. Max served his final 11 years as assistant to the director of range management, Forest Service
Region I, Missoula; retiring in 1978 at the completion of 35 years as a federal employee. On February 15,
1976, he was awarded the USDA Certificate of Merit for several years of exceptional performance in the
Range Management Staff Group.
Following retirement, he and Shirley enjoyed extensive travel throughout the United States, Canada and
Mexico with shorter visits to European countries and the Caribbean islands. Max enjoyed association with
family, the physical and social benefits of health club activities, reading and TV sports.
He is survived by his loving wife Shirley, one daughter, two sons, five grandchildren, and one great
grandson.

Charles Fredrick (Fred) Groom
1883-1954

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1911 - 1919
1919 - 1923
1923 - 1924
1923 - 1926

Location
Dale Ranger District, Umatilla, NF, OR
Sumpter Ranger District, Whitman NF, OR
Heppner Ranger District, Umatilla NF, OR
Walla Walla Ranger District, Umatilla National Forest,
OR

Position(s)
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger

Biography
Fred was born in Summit Oregon, a small town near Corvallis.
Fred and Etta Estes were married in 1911. One son, Jack I.
Groom, was born of this marriage.
Fred worked hard to prepare himself for the Ranger's
examination that was given in the fall of 1911. The test was
largely designed to determine whether or not the applicant
would be able to cope with the outdoor life of a Forest Ranger.
It required a good knowledge of handling horses, and to
identify different trees and shrubs. There were also some
more technical questions, such as knowing how to survey land
and determine acreages, and how to measure trees and
determine their volume of wood as well. Thirteen would-be
rangers took the test at the Supervisor's office in Sumpter.
Most of them were local men like Fred, but three of them were
graduates of some eastern forestry school. Fred loved to tell
about this examination that turned out to be fairly easy for him.
From a stack of wood with each piece numbered, the men
being tested were asked to identify each piece giving the
correct common and scientific name of the tree. These pieces
of wood were from local trees which Fred had been cutting for
as long as he could remember, so he just took up the piece of
wood, looked at it and smelled it, then wrote down the correct
answers. The three men from a different part of the U.S. being
unfamiliar with local trees used skills learned at college. Fred
watched in amazement as each took out a pocketknife and a
small magnifying glass and carefully examined the cell structure of each piece of wood.
The same three men asked to be last to be tested when it came time to show their ability in handling horses
so they could observe each of the local men. All of the groceries, bedding, saddles, and other riding items
for one man to use during the test were in a stack at the starting place, and horses were led in for the rider to
use. Each man was to saddle the riding horse and the pack horse, load up the groceries and bedding, then
gallop both horses about a quarter of a mile down the lane and back, and unpack all of it. The examiners

would then carefully check the condition of the groceries to see if any eggs had been broken or if any items
were missing.
Fred volunteered to be first, and since he had been doing this kind of thing for years, he did it quickly with
perfect results. The other local men did very well also, but when the inexperienced out-of-state men tried, the
result was that groceries were scattered the full length of the lane. Fred thought it was the funniest thing he
had ever seen. It had been rumored that many years later unopened cans of food could be found in the
brush alongside this lane. There is no record as to how many of this group passed the examination.
Fred was first assigned to the Dale Ranger Station, 10 miles south of Ukiah, OR. His pay was $75 a month.
The family lived in a tent at the Dale Station. Etta could pack a horse better, with a diamond hitch, than most
men. They lived at the Tupper Ranger Station, 40 miles south of Heppner OR.
An early project was building a telephone line from Dale to Sumpter. Etta was a great help to him in this
work. A day on the trail for them went something like this. At daybreak Fred got three horses and brought
them back to camp. In the meantime Etta had breakfast ready, and as soon as he had eaten, he went on
ahead to work on the line. After Etta had done the dishes, and had everything packed, including a lunch to
be eaten along the trail, she packed the horses and then rode up to where Fred was and helped him with
the work. About 3 o'clock in the afternoon, Etta rode on ahead to a good camping place, unpacked the
horses and cooked dinner over a campfire, having it ready for Fred when he got there. After dinner Fred
took the horses out to a place where they could be left for the night, and when he got back the dishes were
done, and it was time to go to bed. Etta accomplished all these tasks while caring for her infant son.

Jack I Groom
1912Jamette D. Groom
1908-2003

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1930 - 1934
1935

1949 - 1958

Location
Dixie Butte, Whitman National Forest
Canyon Creek Civilian Conservation Corps Camp,
Malheur National Forest, John Day, OR
Skykomish Civilian Conservation Corps Camp,
Snoqualmie National Forest, WA
Unity Ranger District, Whitman National Forest, OR
Touchet Ranger District, Umatilla National Forest,
Dayton, OR
Paisley Ranger District, Fremont National Forest,
Paisley OR
Warner Ranger District, Fremont National Forest,
Lakeview OR
Fremont National Forest, Lakeview OR

1958 - 1960
1960 - 1967

Pacific Northwest Regional (6) Office, Portland, OR
Pacific Northwest Regional (6) Office, Portland, OR

1950-1969
(Jamette)

Pacific Northwest Regional (6) Office, Portland, OR

1935 - 1936
1936 - 1939
1939 - 1941
1941 - 1944
1944 - 1949

Position(s)
Lookout and Fire Dispatcher
Forester / CCC Foreman
Forester / CCC Foreman
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Staff Officer / Assistant Forest
Supervisor
Lands Department - Special Uses
Branch Chief, Minerals
Management
Legal Secretary

Biography
Jack I. Groom was born at the Dale Ranger Station on the Umatilla National
Forest. His father, Charles Fredrick Groom, was District Ranger. He attended
the University of Washington for one year and then the University of Idaho. He
graduated in 1935 from the University of Idaho with a Bachelor of Science
degree in forestry. Jack Married Ruby Case in 1936. They had two children James Allan and Jo Anne.
He started his Forest Service career with a temporary appointment as a
forester. He was assigned to the Canyon Creek CCC camp on the Malheur.
Jack received word that he has passed the Civil Service Examination. The
exam was very difficult and he was unsure if he had passed the exam. Passing
the exam meant receiving a permanent appointment with the Forest Service.
His annual salary was $2,000 without any tax deductions.
Jack & Jamette
1969

One of Jack's first jobs was studying the effectiveness of lookout fire reporting in
obtaining better coverage from lookout stations. Studying each lookout's visibility
and finding areas where the forest needed better coverage in locating fires while
small, required a lot of travel so he drove his car and camped out under the stars.

Often he would have to climb to the top of a tree to determine what could be seen from that certain point. As
a result of this study, two new lookout stations were constructed a few years later.
A 6-week training school for rangers and prospective rangers was held at the Wind River Training Center
east of Vancouver, Washington, on the Gifford Pinchot National Forest during the fall of 1937. It was clear
that performance at this session and a final interview with Chief of Personnel, Mr. Hodson, could decide
their future with the Forest Service. Word was passed around that if anyone "goofed up" during this school
that he would be shipped to the Fremont Forest. Bill Harryman was Supervisor on the Fremont and was
supposed to be capable of making or breaking a man in short order! His hobby was the study of psychology
and enjoyed practicing on employees. Jack assumed that he was getting along all right at this training
school and never gave the Fremont another thought until several years later.
Moving to a new home is always a challenge for Forest Service employees. Such was the case in the early
1940s when transfers-of-station were done differently. Jack and Ruby moved their furniture from Dayton OR
to Paisley OR in a large open Forest Service fire truck sent from Portland. Most transfers were handled this
way and probably saved the Governmental a lot of money. But from the transferees' standpoint, it was not
all that good since the only protection from the elements while traveling was a canvas cover, not to mention
that there was no kind of insurance. Only one piece of furniture was broken on this move.
On the Warner District of the Fremont, timber sales and land exchanges were by far the heaviest part of the
workload. One year while Jack was ranger they set a record by marking and cutting well over 100 million
board feet of timber. Many districts on the west side of the Cascades cut larger amounts, but for an
eastside pine forest, this was a record cut requiring large numbers of man-hours to mark and scale the
timber. On these sales they had to mark every tree to be cut and scale the volume of wood in each log after
ft was cut down. On land exchanges every tree they wanted to save was marked because these became
the property of the Government after the exchange was completed. Then it was necessary to check the
operation of the sale often and to mark out the location of all logging roads as well as supervise their
construction. Jack had a fairly good-sized staff headed by a timber management assistant in order to
handle this job, but even then it was necessary to borrow help from other districts or from the Supervisor's
office. Some of the logging operators were easier to get along with than others, sometimes allowing falters
and skidding crews to damage young trees, or constructing roads without proper drainage, often due to
carelessness.
The Warner District fire control workload required considerable time but the fire control assistant, Jake
Harris, did a good job of handling most of this, except on large project fires that occurred occasionally. It
was still war years when Jack transferred to Lakeview, and the lookout positions were filled by women,
several of them married to service men and wanting to be part of the war effort while their husbands were
overseas. Many of these ladies were the best lookouts we ever had. One lady had two small children and
was assigned to a lookout, which was built on top of a 40-foot tower. We put wire netting all around the
walkway outside the house as a safeguard for the children.
Moving to the Fremont Supervisors Staff position meant moving from the second floor to the third floor.
Jack's assumed responsibilities for fire control, recreation, special uses and at times engineering. In 1958,
Arnold Standing, Chief of Personnel Management in R6, made a scheduled inspection of the Fremont
Forest. One of the questions he asked Jack was how long he had been on the Fremont. When he said it
was his 17th year, Standing said, 'Ye gods, we have to do something about that.' Usually a Forester was
not left in one place for that length of time. Not long after the inspection was completed, Jack got a call
from Frank Folsom, Division Chief of Recreation in the Regional Office in Portland, asking Jack to come for
an interview. Frank offered Jack a staff position in the Division of Recreation in charge of Special Uses
throughout R6.
From 1941 to 1958 Jack served under six Forest Supervisors on the Fremont - Bill Harryman, Ed Cliff,
Larry Mays, Merle Lowden, John McDonald and Clayton Weaver.
In 1967 Jack retired from the Forest Service as Branch Chief for Minerals Management. He and Ruby set off
on a long trip to the Worlds Fair in Montreal Canada and the east coast. Unfortunately Ruby died in
November 1967.
In 1969 Jack and Jamette Duncan Roberts were married. Jamette had worked 19 years as a legal
secretary in the Regional Office in Portland. She was born in Oregon. Her father, James Walter Duncan,

after retiring had a large part in the wood finishing done at Timberline Lodge on Mount Hood. In 1928 she
married Wilton Albert Roberts. They had two children - Carol Anne and Wilton (Bud). Wilton was employed
by the Forest Service and became MT Hood Forest engineer. Wilton died in 1963.
They have spent the years since traveling widely, mostly with their camper trailer, and living in Arizona and
southern California.

Edmund Albert Gorsch

1926-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1947
1948
1953
1956
1957
1914
1972
1981

Location
California Department of Forestry
Covelo RD, Mendocino National Forest Region 5
Covelo RD, Mendocino National Forest Region 5
Paskenta RD Mendocino National Forest Region 5
Covelo RD, Mendocino National Forest Region 5
Stonyford RD, MNF
Eldorado National Forest Region 5
Retired

Position(s)
Seasonal Firefighter
Fire Prevention Aid & Lookout
Eel River Fire Team
Timber Stand Improvement Crew
Helicopter Crew
District Fire Control Officer
Fire Dispatcher

Biography
After a long, happy life full of outdoor adventures Ed "the Grouch" Grosch
succumbed to melanoma surrounded by his family. Born at home in
Fairfax, Calif., to Edmund and Margaret Grosch, he was a survivor of
childhood polio. He had vivid recollections of watching the Golden Gate
Bridge construction while on the ferry to and from his polio treatments in
San Francisco. The treatments were successful, allowing him to join first
the California Department of Forestry then the U.S. Forest Service in 1950,
fighting fires and operating a pack mule train. During that time, there were
virtually no roads in the Mendocino National Forest and the mules were
used to carry supplies for lookout construction.
Living in Covelo, CA, and then Stonyford, CA, Ed quickly shook off his
upbringing in Marin County and San Francisco to become a true
woodsman. He transferred to the Eldorado National Forest in 1972 and
retired in 1981. In addition to his love of hunting, fishing and all outdoor
activities, he was a Mason for 59 years, achieving Grand Master status and a Hiram Award. He was a
member of the EI Dorado Gem and Mineral Society, SIRs, the Retired Forest Service Employees and he
was a Master Gardener. Married for 52 years, he is survived by his wife and angel, Karen Grosch;
daughters, Melinda Grosch of Santa Rosa and Elizabeth Zacharias C Lewis); and granddaughter, Ellery
Zacharias; of Placerville.
Ed was born in Fairfax, northern California, and grew up attending High School in San Francisco. He loved
the nearby forest areas in the coastal mountains and as a youngster, hunted deer in the Mendocino NF with
his family. He was a survivor of childhood polio. He had vivid recollections of watching the Golden Gate
Bridge construction while on the ferry to and from his polio treatments in San Francisco. The treatments were
successful, allowing him to pursue and active life.

Ed's early family trips to the forest provided him with contacts with the "Forest Rangers" and he developed a
strong interest in joining their ranks. He started his working career on ranches near Covelo, CA fine tuning
his livestock handling skills. In 1947 he took a seasonal firefighting job with the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection. He continued to search for and did find his first job with the Forest Service in
1948 at the Covelo Ranger District, Mendocino NF as a Fire Prevention Aid and Lookout. Ed's early work
took him to the rugged backcountry of the upper Middle Eel River via 30 miles of trails through Hell Hole
Canyon, Osborn, Indian Dick and the Hammer Horn Lookout. He learned that he was expected to know how
and build trails, fight fires, repair bridges, do carpentry work, rescue lost people, cook and care for mules and
a horse. Most of his work was a one-man "show," work days were 12 or more hours.
Typically, he would get his seasonal pack of food, tools, livestock and clothes together and leave the ranger
station in June to begin a two to three-month adventure in the wilderness. His food supplies would last him
the summer so he had little reason to come out of the backcountry until the fire season ended. His job
required a skilled all around self-reliant hard worker. He filled that bill and then some!
Ed told one story about a fighting a backcountry lightening caused fire where a large tree crown and bole
were burning. He fireproofed the area around the tree, got out his "ribbon saw" and skillfully made an
undercut using a flexible pole to pull the saw back after he pulled it across the tree bole. He completed the
back cut and the tree fell. He extinguished the fire just as four smokejumpers parachuted in to assist him. He
thought that was nonsense and too costly.
Ed's radio kept him in contact with the forest activities through the Fire Lookout Relays so that he could know
when fires in his area needed his attention and when visitors were coming his way. He received his
permanent appointment in 1953, and became the Eel River Fire Prevention Patrolman. He was called for
many off forest fires and was appreciated by all that worked with him for his skills and hard work. Ed kept a
good diary of many of his backcountry experiences. Those are deposited with the National Museum of Forest
Service History in Missoula.
In 1956 he became the foreman of the Timber Stand Improvement crew for the Paskenta Ranger District and
in 1957 he was back at the Covelo center involved with a helicopter fire crew. Ed enjoyed returning to San
Francisco after fire season ended. The San Francisco Chronicle newspaper reported on one of his trips -It
seems that Ed had been held up by gunpoint demanding all his money. Ed responded with a hell no! and
took after the bandit, taking his gun and holding him until the police arrived. When questioned about the
encounter, Ed responded - "I had just cashed those checks from all the summers work and nobody was
going to take that money." Ed was known as a quiet, unassuming person, but on occasion, he could and did
meet challenges.
Ed and his wife Karen moved to Stonyford, CA in 1961 where Ed became the Ranger District FCO. Two
daughters were added to the family, Melinda and Elizabeth. In 1972 Ed was selected for the Fire Dispatcher
assignment on the Eldorado NF in Placerville. He completed a distinguished career there and retired in 1981.

Charles (Chuck) Goudey
1936 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1958- 1960
1960-1964
1964-1967
1967-1970

1970-1978
1978-1994
1994

Location
Soil Conservation Service, USDA, Modoc and
Lassen Counties, Alturas, CA
US Navy Aviation
Soil Conservation Service, USDA, Yolo County,
Woodland, CA
Soil Conservation Service, USDA, Nevada County,
Grass Valley, CA; Placer County, Auburn, CA; and
Cooperative SCS-FS Lake Tahoe Basin Soil
Survey
Tahoe National Forest, Forest Service, USDA,
Nevada City, CA
Pacific Southwest Region-5, Watershed
Management Division, Forest Service, USDA, San
Francisco, CA
Retired

Position(s)
Soil survey team member
Air Intelligence Officer
Soil survey team member
Soil survey team member

Forest Soil Scientist
Regional Soil Scientist

Biography
Chuck was born in October 1936 in Los Angeles, California, to Raymond and
Gladys Goudey. He graduated from Coachella Valley Union High School in 1954
and in 1958 he received a BS degree in Crop Production from California State
Polytechnic University, Pomona, CA.
Chuck's early career as a federal employee began with the Soil Conservation
Service (SCS) (name changed to Natural Resource Conservation Service in
1994) and military time as an air intelligence officer in a US Naval air
reconnaissance squadron.
While in the SCS he mapped soils in the Modoc, Lassen, Yolo, Nevada and
Placer Counties of California. He was a SCS survey team member during the
Cooperative SCS-FS Lake Tahoe Basin Area Soil Survey where he became interested in a transfer to the
Forest Service.
Chuck joined the Forest Service in 1970 as the lead soil scientist for the Soil Resource Inventory (SRI) of the
Tahoe National Forest. While there he developed a stereoscopic table to accurately transfer soil map units
from aerial photographs to topographic maps.
Chuck became Region 5, Regional Soil Scientist in 1978 and served in that position until his retirement in
1994. His job was directing the field mapping and quality control reviews of the soil mapping on National
Forests in Region 5, which had begun with the 1961 National Cooperative Agreement between the SCS and
the FS. With that national agreement the SCS, who had the responsibility from Congress of mapping soils in
the United States, authorized the job of field mapping the National Forests to the FS. However, the SCS

retained the responsibility to review the mapping to ensure that National Soil Survey Standards were met.
Chuck became mapping program director for Region 5 at the time when several National Forests were
completing their field mapping and were ready for the final review by the SCS California State office. Chuck
coordinated the scheduling of reviews and assisted in the field reviews of the mapping on aerial photos, soil
description records, collecting soil samples for laboratory analysis and the drafting of SRI reports. After the
SCS acceptance of the mapping, his work included final review of individual National Forest SRI reports,
arranging for the transfer of aerial photo soil mapping to topographic maps, report printing and distribution of
the SRI reports. During his sixteen years as Regional Soil Scientist he directed the completion of 16 of the
18 National Forests Cooperative Soil Surveys in the Pacific Southwest Region-5. Chuck and the National
Resource Conservation Service State Soil Scientist compiled and edited the Ecological Unit (Subsections)
map of California.
As Regional Soil Scientist, Chuck’s responsibilities also included overseeing Soil Management Services
(SMS) on National Forests in the region. SMS provide soil information for land management decisions
in Environmental Analysis Reports, National Forest Plans and Ranger District projects. He provided
guidance for developing soil productivity/quality standards and standards for prescribing land use
techniques needed to control soil erosion and soil compaction caused by various land use
activities. Chuck established cooperative agreements with Pacific Southwest Forest Service
Research Station to study the effects of timber harvesting on long-term soil productivity. Significant
findings resulting from these studies are being used throughout the United States to this day.
Chuck also oversaw Region 5’s Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation (BAER) program for
reducing and controlling soil erosion and flooding related to wildfires. He organized teams to
develop survey and analysis procedure handbooks for burned areas and for recommending
emergency restoration projects to prevent soil erosion, flooding and further resource damage after
wildfires. These procedures were adopted by the Washington Office and are currently being used
nationwide in the Forest Service.
Chuck and his wife, Linda, live in Sonoma, CA. They have a
small acreage where they grow many varieties of fruit trees
and a large garden. Chuck also restores vintage autos. A
recent prize-winning restoration is their 1929 Model A Huckster
farm produce delivery truck shown here.

John Robert Grosvenor

1935-2009

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1959-1998

Location
Forest Service Regional Office Region 5

Position(s)
Regional Architect

Biography
John was born in Alhambra California, and enjoyed his early life in southern
California. However, once he came to Berkeley to attend Cal, he swore never
to return to the southern part of California. He graduated from the University of
California with a degree in Architecture in 1959. He went to work for the Forest
Service in the Regional Office, Region Five in San Francisco. He worked forty
years as the Regional Architect, and was in the enviable position of never
having to move or change jobs over his entire career.
John attended Cal’s last rose Bowl appearance in 1959, when a ticket cost
$2.75. He waited impatiently for Cal to return to the Rose Bowl, to no avail. A
few weeks before his death, he said: “Maybe this will be Cal’s year.”
John designed a host of Forest Service building around the region, and his real
passion was the preservation of historic Forest service building in California, and in other regions of the
country. After his retirement in 1998, he established his own consulting business, aimed at restoring historic
buildings in California,
John took a lot of pride in his architectural designs, but one that stood out in his mind was the Stream Profile
Chamber located in the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit. It stands as a one-of-kind experience at the
Visitor’s Center, allowing visitors to be eyeball to eyeball with native trout and Salmon along Taylor Creek,
between Fallen Leaf Lake, and Lake Tahoe.
Upon his retirement, John took on the task of Editor for the Pacific Southwest FSX Club News.

Frederick Williamson Grover
1907-1998

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1930 - 1932
1932 - 1934
1934 - 1935
1935 - 1936
1936 - 1944
1944 - 1970

Location
Trinity National Forest, Hayfork District
Trinity National Forest, Big Bar District
Trinity National Forest, Upper Trinity
District
Klamath National Forest
California Region
Washington Office

Position(s)
Assistant Ranger
Ranger
Ranger
Timber & Lands
Recreation & Lands
Division of Lands

Biography
Graduated from the University of California, Berkeley, California with a degree in Forestry.
January 1930: Passed Forest Ranger Examination
June 1930: Passed Junior Forester Examination
June 1930: Appointed Assistant Ranger, Hayfork District, Trinity National Forest
July 1930: Junior Forester
May 1932: District Ranger, Big Bar District, Trinity National Forest
May 1934: District Ranger, Upper Trinity District, Trinity National Forest
April 1935: Technical Assistant, Forest Supervisor's Staff, Klamath National Forest (Timber & Lands)
November 1936: Regional Office, California Region, Division of Recreation and Lands (Staff, Land PlanningLand Exchange)
September 1944: Washington Office, Forest Service, Secretary of the National Forest Reservation
Commission, Acting Chief, Division of Land Acquisition
November 1936: Chief, Division of Land Acquisition
January 1958: Chief, Division of Land Classification
July 1958-February 1959: Acting Assistant Chief, Forest Service, Assistant Chief for Lands
January 1970: Retired as Director, Division of Land Classification

Bruce Groves
Unknown

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
A “forester’s forester” Bruce worked with the U.S. Forest Service for more than 30 years. He passed away at
age 97 in Boise, Idaho.

Fred W. Haeussler

1932-2011

Carol Haeussler

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1957 - 1959
1959 - 196
1960 - 1965
1965 - 1966
1966 - 1968
1968 – 1971
1971 - 1974
1974 – 1976
1976 1976 - 1979
1979 - 1989
1989 – 1995

Location
Walterboro, SC
Okefenokee Forest, GA
Okefenokee Forest, Folkston, GA
Suwanee Forest, Homerville, GA
Chapman Forest, Chapman Alabama
Alabama Woodlands Division, Montgomery, Alabama
Alabama Woodlands Division, Montgomery, Alabama
Woodlands Division, Savannah, GA
Environmental Protection Dept., Savannah, GA
Land Use & Forest Practices, Corporate Office of
Environmental Affairs
Savannah Woodlands Region
Land Resources, Woodlands Division, Savannah, GA

Position(s)
Conservation Forester
Forester
Assistant Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Superintendent
Manager
Staff Forester
Assistant Director
Manager
Land Manager
Land Agent

Biography
Fred W. Haeussler attended the University of Georgia
and graduated with a BSF degree in Forestry in 1954.
He received a Masters of Forestry degree from Duke
University in 1955.
Since 1950 Fred Haeussler has promoted professional
forestry and science based management of Federal,
State, industry and international forest lands. Fred was
President of the Society of American Foresters in 1985.
He was elected a fellow in 1979. He is a member of the
Georgia and Alabama Forestry Hall of Fame.
Fred was a summer employee of the Forest Service
during his college years. He worked as a crew chief on
an oak wilt study for Dr. George Hepting, Director of the
Southeastern Forest Experiment Station. Fred served
on the Advisory Committee on State and Private Forestry to the Secretary of Agriculture Harden and Butts
for two terms. Haeussler also served in the U.S. Air Force as a Special Agent.
Fred was employed by Union Camp Corporation, a “Fortune 500” company in varied positions and locations
in Georgia, Alabama and South Carolina from September 1957 to January 1995, 37 ½ years. As Land
Manager for the Savannah Woodlands Region Fred was responsible for management of 1.1 million acres of
corporate lands in Georgia, Florida and South Carolina.

Fred and Carol were married over fifty years ago. They have three sons. In addition to his forestry career, he
was an extra in three movies – “Something to Talk About”, “The Gingerbread Man”, and “Midnight in the
Garden of Good and Evil”.

Fremont Nathan Haines

1856 - 1938

,

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1901 - 1907
1904 - 1910
1907 1910

Location
Lewis & Clark Forest Reserve, North Half and Blackfeet
NF, Montana
Flathead Reserve / Blackfeet NF
Kootenai NF, Libby, MT
Glacier National Park

Position(s)

Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Fremont N. Haines from the State Indiana was appointed in 1901 to a position in the General Office in
Montana. Haines resigned in 1910 and settled with his family in Kila. The U. S. Forest Service in Montana
and northern Idaho employed his son, Roscoe Haines.
Fremont served with the General Land Office and U. S. Forest Service and the 1901 until 1910. He was the
first Supervisor of the Kootenai National Forest in 1907. He was the second Supervisor of the Blackfeet
National Forest.
Fremont N. Haines replaced; William J. Brennen in 1901, after an Indiana senator, probably Senator
Beveridge, offered Haines the choice of working as a postmaster in the East or as a supervisor of the
Flathead Reserve in Kalispell Montana. Early ranger Joe Eastland commented that Haines at first "would
have got lost in a big orchard." But, he worked hard and was well liked. (page 57) 1
“Supervisor Haines needed a ranger for the Glacier District east of the Flathead River to the Blackfoot Indian
Reservation. Haines sent out word that he was looking for men of the sort that Gifford Pinchot wanted hired,
and he expected they would not be easy to find”. Haines in 1902 hired Frank Liebig for the job. “Frank took
the train out of Belton to Kalispell. Supervisor Haines had a small one-room office upstairs in the Whipps
Building. The office contained two chairs, one small table and one wooden box containing all the official
correspondence. Frank took the oath of office before a Notary Public. The Haines handled him a notebook, a
silver badge, crosscut saw, a box of ammunition for his 45-70 rifle and two big sheets of paper on which he
was to write what he did each day and send in at the end of the month.”
2
Haines, supervisor of the Blackfeet National Forest, remained as acting superintendent of Glacier National
Park until August 5, 1910. He and the first Park superintendent William Logan spent almost all their time
dealing with the 1910 fires that burned through the Forests and Park that summer. The next year the Forest
Service moved its offices from the Indian (Akokala) Creek Ranger Station, located within the new Park, to the
west side of the rive, where Blackfeet national Forest employees and various homesteaders built a new
ranger station on Moran Creek. (page 86 – 87)
Sometimes there was conflict over jurisdiction, and the interagency spirit of cooperation faded. When a fire in
the Essex area was reported to the forest ranger at Essex, Liebig remarked that it was out of his jurisdiction;
it took several days before any effort was made to put that fire out.

In August of 1910, Supervisor F. N. Haines of the Blackfeet National Forest was sounding close to despair:
We have made a hard fight, but it looks now like we have lost. There is absolutely no show to even control
the fires, and the best we can do is to check the - there as best we can and wait for rain. Rain and cooler
temperatures ended the disastrous fire season of 1910. As late as February of 1911 snags were still
smoking from the previous season, sticking up through 5’ of snow. (page 133-134)
On January 2, 1907, Fremont N. Haines, then supervisor of the Lewis and Clark Forest, Northern Division,
arrived in Libby to set up the administration of the newly created Kootenai National Forest. He was assisted
by Rangers Glen A. Smith, Roscoe Haines, and Ed Stahl. One of the first official acts of the administration
was to make sure of a place to eat and sleep, and the Pipe Creek Ranger Station, nine miles from Libby was
built. There was a very deep snow that winter, and the men kept one stump at the building site cleared of
snow and declared it was the only spot in northwest Montana with no snow. The cabin always had a large
hump in the middle of the floor and they were later "accused" of building it over this stump so they could keep
the snow off of it. 3
(All text without footnotes is from Trails of the Past: Historical Overview of the Flathead National Forest
Montana 1800 – 1960.)

Footnotes
1 — Trails of the Past: Historical Overview of the Flathead National Forest Montana 1800 – 1960. Kathryn L. McKay. USDA Forest
Service. 1994
2 — The First Ranger. C W Guthrie. Redwing Publishing. 1995
3 — History of the Kootenai. Bettie Doetch, USDA Forest Service. 1976

Roscoe Haines

1883-1949

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1905

1910 - 1911
1911 - 1913
1916 – 1919

Location
Kootenai NF, Montana
Lewis & Cark NF, Montana
Blackfeet, Montana
Coeur d’Alene NF, Idaho
Coeur d’Alene NF, Idaho
St. Joe NF, St Maries, Idaho

Position(s)

Deputy Forest Supervisor
Acting Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Roscoe Haines was a 2nd generation career Forest Service employee in
District (now Region) One. His father, Fremont Nathan Haines, was an early
Forest Supervisor of the Blackfeet and Kootenai National Forests in District
One.
Roscoe Haines was the Supervisor on the St. Joe from 1916 to 1919.
During the 1910 fires in northern Idaho Ranger, Joseph Halm and 16 fire
fighters were trapped by flames and falling logs on a sandbar in a tributary of
Bean Creek, near the headwaters of the St. Joe River, later named Halm
Creek. "It was impracticable, if not impossible, to reach Halm from Avery so
on August 27 [1910] Deputy Supervisor Roscoe Haines went into the Bean
Creek area from Iron Mountain out of Missoula. He returned with the
reassurance that the crew of sixteen (not seventy or eighty) and Halm were alive." 1
Roscoe worked in the District Office in Missoula, MT for a period of time after the 1910 fires. He may have
been detailed to Missoula to write his observations and experiences from the 1910 fires.

Footnote
1 "Up the Swiftwater: A Pictorial History of the Colorful Upper St. Joe River Country" by Sandra A. Crowell
and David O. Asleson, published by the Museum of Northern Idaho, pages 83-4.

Thomas Hamilton

1937-2014

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1964-1972

1976-1988

Location
Pacific Northwest Forest and Range Experiment
Station, Oregon
Northeastern Forest Experiment Station, Upper Darby,
PA
Washington, D.C.

1988-1994
1994-2001

Forest Service Research
Forest Products Laboratory, Madison, WI

1972-1976

Position(s)
Marketing Economist
Assistant Director
Head of the Nationwide Forest
Inventory and Director of the
Resources Program and
Assessment Staff
Associate Deputy Chief
Director of the Forest Products
Laboratory

Biography
Thomas was born on December 13, 1937 in Edgerton, WI, the son of Thomas
Edwin and Irma Ann (Zweifel) Hamilton. Tom graduated from Westfield High
School in 1956. Tom earned a bachelor's (1960), master's (1962) in
agricultural economics and a Ph.D. (1965) in agricultural economics with a
law minor, all from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Tom married Sally Jean (McDaniel) on July 11, 1964 at the Darlington United
Methodist Church in Darlington, WI. Tom's professional career started in
1964, serving as a marketing economist and research project leader in the
Pacific Northwest Forest and Range Experiment Station in Portland, OR until
1972. In November 1972, Tom was reassigned to be an Assistant Director at
the Northeastern Forest Experiment Station in Upper Darby, PA. In August
1976, Tom was transferred to Washington, DC. His first assignment there was
head of the nationwide forest inventory. He later served as Director of the
Resources Program and Assessment Staff in Washington, DC. From 19881994 he was Associate Deputy Chief for Forest Service Research.
In June 1994, Tom returned to Madison, WI to serve as Director of the Forest Products Laboratory (FPL).
After 37 years in the Forest Service, Tom retired in 2001. Tom was a member of Society of American
Foresters, Forest Products Society, National Active and Retired Federal Employees, and served on the
Boards of Directors for the National Association of Forest Service Retirees as well as the National Museum
of Forest Service History. Tom was also a member of Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association, Ducks
Unlimited, Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, Wisconsin Alumni Association and Wisconsin Agricultural and Life
Sciences Alumni Association (WALSAA).
Tom is survived by his wife of 50 years, Sally of Madison, WI, his daughter, Becky (Dan) Christy of Madison,
WI and their children Caitlin, Cassidy, Caleigh, and Alex, and his son Tom (Heather) Hamilton of St. Michael,
MN and their children Tommy, Erin, and Jackson. He is also survived by his mother Irma Hamilton of

Madison, WI, his sister, Jane (Larry) Landry of Kinston, NC, and two brothers-in-law, John (Carol) McDaniel
and Bill (Sharon) McDaniel both of Darlington, WI. Tom was preceded in death by his father Thomas E.
Hamilton, Sr., father-in-law William K. McDaniel and mother-in-law Winifred R. McDaniel.
Throughout his life, Tom enjoyed the outdoors including fishing, hunting, gardening and farming. He was
able to appreciate these passions from coast to coast. Tom was an avid Badger sports fan attending events
as a season ticket holder for football, basketball, and hockey. He spent countless hours coaching soccer,
softball, baseball, and basketball. Tom was an active and well-loved coach for all of his children's sporting
endeavors and held administrative leadership positions in the local youth sports organizations. After their
children were grown, Tom and Sally enjoyed many travel opportunities to destinations including Finland,
Russia, Japan, Turkey, Canada, Mexico, and Hawaii and several Badger Bowl games. In high school, Tom
was a member of the football, basketball, baseball, and track teams. He continued to enjoy being a part of
team sports participating in adult softball, golf, and bowling leagues.

Terry Haney
1931-2011

Contractor/Cooperator Partner to the Forest Service
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1959
19591972-1981
1982

Location
California
California
National Wildfire Coordinating Group

Position(s)
Retired Air Force Captain
Rand Corp (Systems Development Corp)
Systems Development Corp (Firescope)
Consultant

Biography
This memorial honors Terry Haney who was born in Minnesota in
1931, and became a contractor and cooperator to the Forest Service
for the life of the FIRESCOPE Program and beyond.
S
He was an Air Force veteran, retiring in 1959 as Captain. During his
military time he developed and presented courses involving radar
applications on a nationwide basis. RAND Corporation hired his
abilities after discharge. He joined RAND’s Systems Development
Corporation (SDC). The wildland fires of 1970 destroyed lives,
property, and natural resources. In 1972 Congress authorized an effort
to improve effectiveness of all southern California fire services. That is
when FIRESCOPE was born. SDC bid on, and won, a contract to participate in the development of this
unknown, very important effort. Terry got the job!
The original eight members of the FIRESCOPE Task Force, and some that followed over 22-year project,
began their work at point zero: no models, no guides. With Terry's energy and facilitating abilities parochial
barriers fell. Over time the Task Force began to realize that they were building something much greater than
any single agency.
The FIRESCOPE Task Force worked with Terry for nine years. They developed and initially implemented
the Incident Command System (ICS) and the Multi Agency Coordination System (MACS).
They also integrated workable parts of the Research design.

Here are four excerpts of FIRESCOPE Task Force team member memories.
Frank Borden: retired as Assistant Chief, Los Angeles City Fire
"We all relied on Terry to put our thoughts together from concepts to operational plans. I don't think we could
have done what we did without him."
John England, retired as Chief, LA County Fire
"Terry was a real asset to the Program. Much success of FIRESCOPE can be attributed to his efforts.
James Smith: Ventura County. Retired as Assistant Chief
"Terry's work with the Incident Command System, the CORE area and his lesson plans are what brought this
new system to the "tailboard" firefighter. When I think of ICS, I think of Terry_
Metcalfe, California Department of Forestry, retired as Deputy Chief
"Terry's "footprints" are all over the system we have today"
After FIRESCOPE, Terry served as consultant to the National Wildfire Coordinating Group activating the
National Interagency Incident Management System (NIIMS) and with California implementing the Statewide
Emergency Management system (SEMS). ICS/MACS was endorsed by the "911 Commission" and made
national policy by Homeland Security.
Terry has done more for emergency management than any other single person!
One of Terry Haney’s memories:
"I think of the FIRESCOPE program often. It was the highlight of my career. The transition to NIIMS while
maintaining the integrity of the (ICS) system has been gratifying. Who would have thought that all of those
meetings would have brought about something with national value? Boggles the mind!"

Written by Robert L. (Bob) Irwin, retired Firescope Program Manager
With help from the Haney family, Keith Metcalfe and other Task Force members.

E. Arnold Hanson
1913-1988

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1939 – 1942

1942 1943
1944
1945 -1950
1950-1955
1955-1971

Location
Lake States Forest Experiment Station
Several National Forests in Idaho, Utah &
Nevada
lntermountain Region
Idaho City, Idaho
Las Vegas, Nevada
McCall, Idaho
Carson City, Nevada
Washington Office
Northern Region

Position(s)
Timber survey crew
Various positions
Range Management & Fire Control
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Information & Education
Assistant Chief, Division of Information &
Education

Biography
E. Arnold Hanson was born in Minnesota, grew up in Bottineau, North Dakota,
attended the North Dakota School of Forestry there and received an AA degree in
engineering in 1932. He graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1937 with a
Bachelor of Science degree in forestry and received a Master of Forestry degree from
Harvard University in 1939.
Hanson worked in the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service for 35 years,
1936 to 1971. He served first as a seasonal employee on a timber survey crew in the
Lake States. He worked for the Lake States' Forest Experiment Station in Wisconsin
and Minnesota and in various positions on several National Forests in Idaho, Utah
and Nevada.
Hanson was assigned to the divisions of Range Management and Fire Control in the
Forest Service's Intermountain Regional Headquarters, Ogden, Utah, in 1939, and was promoted in 1942 to
District Forest Ranger at Idaho City, Idaho. After that he served as District Ranger at Las Vegas, Nevada
(1943), McCall, Idaho (1944), and Carson City, Nevada (1945).
He was assigned to the Forest Service's national headquarters in Washington, D.C. in 1950. For five years
he served in the office of the Chief of the Forest Service in charge of the Public Service Section in the
Division of Information and Education. He was also the coordinator for the national Smokey Bear fire
prevention education program.
Hanson was assigned to the five-state Northern Region Headquarters in Missoula, Montana, in December
1955, as Assistant Chief of the Division of Information and Education. He retired in 1971.
He was a member of the Society of American Foresters for 50 years. In 1937, he served two years as
chairman of the Washington, D.C. section of the SAF.

He was also a member of the American Forestry Association, the Montana Conservation Council and the
National Conservation Education Association. Throughout his Forest Service career, he had a long
association with the Boy Scouts of America in many capacities, including serving as the Western Montana
Council representative on the Boy Scouts of America's National Council. He received the BSA Silver Beaver
Award in1964.
In Missoula, Hanson was active in the Chamber of Commerce, United Givers, served on the board of
directors of the University of Montana's Century Club, was an elder of the Presbyterian Church and was
active in the Government Employees' Credit Union and the National Federation of Federal Employees.

Percy D. Hanson
1901-1988

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1926
1935-1938
1938-1940
1940-1941

Location
California Region
Lassen National Forest, Susanville, CA
California Region, Regional Office, San Francisco
Lassen National Forest, Susanville, CA

1941-1944

California Region, Regional Office, San Francisco

1944-1956
1956-1963
1963

Northern Region, Missoula, MT
Alaska Region, Juneau, AK

Position(s)
Hired by Forest Service
Forest Supervisor
Fire Planning
Forest Supervisor
Assistant Regional Forester,
Timber
Regional Forester
Regional Forester
Retired

Biography
Percy “Pete” Hanson was born in 1901 and was a native of New Brunswick,
Canada. He graduated from the University of California Forestry School in
1924, and spent the following year at that institution as Associate Professor in
Forestry. He joined the Forest Service in 1926 and spent the next 18 years in
the California region. In 1935 he became Forest Supervisor of the Lassen.
Between 1938 and 1940 he headed the forest fire re-planning project for Region
5, during which time he was responsible for setting up fire prevention and
suppression plans in detail for the entire region. He returned to the Lassen as
Forest Supervisor a short time and then became Assistant Regional Forester in
charge of Timber Management until his promotion to Regional Forester of
Region 1 in Missoula, Montana.
In 1956, Hanson transferred to Juneau, Alaska, to become Regional Forester
in the Alaska Region. Under Hanson, the process of moving from forest protection to management was
continued. During his term of administration, new mills were established and timber production went up.
Money was made available for buildings, and a large number of substandard units were razed. New facilities
- ranger stations, warehouses and the like – were built.
Forest highways, planned under Greeley’s administration, were finally built: the Portage Glacier Highway; the
Hope Road relocation; the Sitka-Henry Cove Road; the Mitkof Highway out of Petersburg; and roads in
Yakutat. Game management planning was important, and there was a large development of hunting during
Hanson’s term of office, especially of elk on Afognak and moose in the Yakutat area. Cabins and trails were
built for the convenience of hunters. Research progressed at the Hollis station. Recreational planning made
great strides under Hanson’s administration. The Visitor Information Center at Mendenhall Glacier was built,
and nature trails were built and interpretive talks given. Pete Hanson played a major role as a planner during
his time as Alaska Regional Forester.

Joe Harn
Died Feburary 9, 2018

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

1958-60

Eldorado NF, R5, Placerville, CA

Wildlife Biologist

1960-62

Salyer RD Six Rivers NF R5

Asst District Ranger

1962-64

Mad River RD, Six Rivers NF, R5

District Ranger

1964-68

Arroyo Seco RD, Angeles NF

District Ranger

1968-70
1970-1973
1973-76
1976-83
1983-87
-1987

Superior NF, R9, Duluth MN
Ottawa NF, R9 Ironwood, MI
Eldorado NF, R5, Placerville, CA
Six Rivers NF R5, Eureka CA
Regional Office, R5, San Francisco CA
Retired

Deputy Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Director, Fish and Wildlife

Biography
After obtaining a Degree in Wildlife Biology at
Humbolt St, Joe began his FS career on the
Eldorado NF. Forest Supervisor Wes Spinney
counselled Joe to consider line positions, and he
went from ADR on the Salyer RD to DR on the Mad
River RD, then to the Angeles NF as DR on the
Arroyo Seco RD.
His line officer career continued, with assignment to
the Superior NF, R9, as Deputy Forest Supervisor,
He then served as Forest Supervisor on three
National Forests; the Ottawa, R9, the Eldorado and
Six Rivers, NFs in R5.
He moved for the last time to the Regional Office,
R5, as Director, Fisheries and Wildlife Mgmt. He
retired in 1987.

Robert E. Harris

1940-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1963-1966
1966-1970
1970-1973
1973-1975
1975-1984
1984-1988
1988-1997
1998-2013

Location
Dept of Highways, State of Illinois
Eldorado National Forest, R5
Shasta-Trinity National Forest, R5
Forest Engineer
Tahoe National Forest, R5
Regional Office, R5
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit
Tahoe-Baikal Institute

Position(s)
Engineer
Asst. Forest Engineer
Asst. Forest Engineer
Forest Engineer
Forest Engineer
Asst. Regional Engineer
Forest Supervisor
Board Member

Biography
Bob graduated from UC Berkeley in 1963, having grown up in the East Bay.
He started with the Forest Service in 1966, as Assistant Forest Engineer on
the Eldorado N.F. He served on five forests in Region 5, retiring as the
Forest Supervisor of the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit.
In 1968 he became a Licensed Civil Engineer for the State of California. He
was involved in the planning and development of the Stream Profile
Chamber while on the Eldorado. As Forest Engineer on the Cleveland, he
often served as Acting Forest Supervisor and began to think of serving n a
Line Officer position, which he eventually did on the LTBMU.
After retirement, he served as Board Member officer and instructor with the
Tahoe-Baikal Institute. He traveled often to Mongolia to teach
environmental conservation and forest management, and hosted students
from Mongolia who came to Lake Tahoe to study the same subjects.
He was an avid baseball umpire, from Little League to semi-professional,
and appeared as a Little League Umpire on the cover of Sports Illustrated.
.

Ted Hatzimanolis
1915-2012

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1946-?
?-1980

Location
National Forests in MT, CO, Dakotas, CA
Redwood Ranger District, California

Position(s)
Professional Forester
District Ranger

Biography
Theologue Ted Hatzimanolis died in the morning hours of June 11, 2012, at
the age of 96. He was born to Fotis and Pelagia Hatzimanolis, on the island of
Mytiline, Greece, on September 9, 1915. Ted joined his brother, Menelaus,
and sister, Metaxia. At the age of 11⁄2 his family immigrated to New York to
escape World War I, eventually settling in Boston. His brother, George, was
born two years later.
Ted graduated from Boston English High School during the Depression. He
worked various jobs to help support his family during this time. In 1936 he
joined the CCCs in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Ted received a scholarship
and began his studies in Forest Management at Colorado A & M. In
September, 1941 he was drafted and sent to Hawaii. Later, after training at
Ft. Belvoir, Ted was commissioned an officer in the Army Corps of Engineers.
During his military career, he was awarded battle stars for Pearl Harbor and
all major campaigns in northern Europe, which included D-Day, Battle of the
Bulge, and others for a total of six battle stars.
In February 1944, Ted met Marjorie and the two made plans to be married. The invasion of France delayed
their marriage. On May 7, 1945, while on combat leave, the two were married in Somerset, England. As
they came out of the church, all the bells in England were ringing because Germany had surrendered.
Within 24 hours Ted was back in Germany. Within three months he was in Marseilles, France, ready to
invade Japan. The A-bomb was dropped at Hiroshima and Japan surrendered.
Ted went back to college to finish his studies in Forest Management. Marjorie joined him here in the States
in April 1946. Upon graduation he began his career as a professional forester with the U.S. Forest Service.
This took him to Montana, Colorado, the Dakotas, Arizona, Medicine Bow, Wyoming, and then on to
California. Ted was a District Ranger for the Redwood Ranger District in Klamath before working for a short
period of time for the Redwood National Park, from which he retired in 1980.
Ted’s three loves were his loving wife of 67 years, Marjorie; their family: daughter, Elaine Ghidinelli; son,
Phillip Hatzimanolis; daughter and husband Carol and Clar Byers along with his grandchildren: Jerry and
Malinda Hatzimanolis, Brian (Jennifer) Ghidinelli, Steven (Michelle) Ghidinelli, and Colin and Lauren Byers.
Remember to enjoy each other’s company. His third love was his profession as a forest scientist.

G. Lloyd Hayes
1909-1996

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1935-1969

Location
Research: N. Rocky Mt., Appalachian and
PNW Stations

Position(s)
Chief at time of retirement at N. Rocky Mt.
station

Biography
G. Lloyd Hayes was born May 14, 1909 in Pleasant Grove, UT. He graduated from the University of ID in
1934 and married Pauline Kremen in 1954.
His career was in the Research Branch of the Forest Service where he was well-known for his work on forest
fire meteorology.
He had assignments with the Northern Rocky Mountain, Appalachian and Pacific Northwest Stations, being
Chief of Forest Management Research at the Rocky Mountain Station when he retired in 1969. After that he
was on the staff of the Thorne Ecological Institute and worked with The Nature Conservancy. He also helped
found the Western Conservation Consortium which supplied factual information to settle legal cases
involving the Indian Service.

Max W. Hayes

1921-1986

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1946-1954
1955-1968
1968-1970
1970-1976

Location
Wallowa NF, Enterprise, OR, ImnahaSnake District, Chesnimnus District
R-10 Regional Office, Juneau, AK
R-1, Missoula, MT
R-10

Position(s)
Clerk
Admin. Asst., Regional Budget Officer
Asst. Regional Budget Officer
`Regional Budget Office

Biography
Following his discharge from the military in 1946, Max began his career with the Forest Service as a clerk in
the Wallowa National Forest Supervisor’s office in Enterprise, OR. He then served on the Imnaha-Snake
District, the Chesnimnus District, and again as administrative assistant in the supervisor’s office.
In 1954, after the consolidation of the Wallowa and Whitman forests, he left Region 6 for Juneau, AK as
administrative assistant in Operations in the R-10 regional office. He then transferred to Region 1, in
Missoula, MT as Assistant Regional Budget Officer from 1968-1970. He then returned to Juneau, again
serving as Regional Budget Officer until his retirement in 1976.
After retirement, he moved to San Juan Island in Washington State where he lived until his death in 1986.

Allen Lorin Hearst Jr.

1926 - 2007

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1953
1956 - 1959
1959 -

Location
Plains District, Lolo NF, MT
Squaw Creek District, Gallatin NF, MT
Forest Products Company, Plains, MT
Northern Region, Missoula, MT
Calder District, St. Joe NF, ID
Northern Region, Missoula, MT

Position(s)
Seasonal Forestry Technician
Assistant Ranger
Assistant Ranger
Forester
Regional Check Scaler
District Ranger
Utilization Specialist

Biography
Lorin was born September 22, 1926, at his grandparents'
home in Thompson Falls, Montana. He was raised
throughout western Montana as his family followed his
father, a mining engineer, for work.
In 1943, the family settled in Plains, MT. It was there that
Lorin met Ina McCann, his future wife, and graduated
from Plains High School. During high school, Lorin's love
of flying led him to get his pilot's license and toward the
end of World War II, Lorin entered the U.S. Army Air
Corps.
After returning from the service, Lorin attended the
University of Montana (then called Montana State
University); married Ina, and he graduated from the
School of Forestry with a degree in Forest Management
in 1953.
Lorin's career with the U.S. Forest Service began with
summer work during high school and college. After
graduating from UM, Lorin was appointed Assistant
Ranger in Plains. He went on to serve as Assistant
Ranger on the Gallatin Forest at the Squaw Creek
Ranger Station, then in 1956 Lorin left the Forest Service and worked with a lumber company in Plains as a
forester. Lorin utilized his pilot's license as he flew to examine timber sales. He returned to the USFS in
1959 and after working as a Regional Check Scaler and later as Ranger of the Calder District in the St. Joe
National Forest, he was transferred to the Regional Office in Missoula, where he concentrated on the
improvement of quality and quantity of forest products produced from lumber and plywood plants.
Over the next 20 years, Lorin worked closely with sawmill plants in Idaho and Montana to increase the

recovery of lumber from logs without increasing the volume of logs sawn. During Lorin's career, he also
fought forest fires. He was Plans Chief on one of the Regional Fire Overhead teams and fought fires in
California, Arizona, Washington, Idaho and Montana. As a retiree, he drove supplies to fires for the Forest
Service.
Lorin served on the Board of Directors for the Historical Museum at Fort Missoula and was on the Board for
the National Museum of Forest Service History since 1993. He stayed involved in various forest-related
activities, including more than 50 years as a member of the Society of American Foresters.
Lorin and Ina had four children: Leslie, Lorin IV (who died at age 14), Randee and Stacie. Lorin and Ina
celebrated their 58th anniversary in June of 2007. Lorin is survived by his wife, Ina, daughters, Leslie,
Randee, and Stacie and three grandsons.

Edward G. Heilman
1929-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1945 - 1950
1951 - 1951
1951 - 1954
1955 - 1956
1956 - 1958
1958 - 1961
1961 - 1967
1967 - 1970
1970 - 1974
1974 - 1984

Location
Big Bend District Tahoe NF, CA
Downieville District Tahoe NF, CA
Trinity District Shasta NF, CA
Hayfork District Trinity NF, CA
Descanso District Cleveland NF, CA
Descanso District Cleveland NF, CA
Shasta-Trinity NF, Redding CA
National Fire Training Center, Marana, AZ
Eastern Region (R-9), Milwaukee, WI
Northern Region (R-1), Missoula, MT

Position(s)
Seasonal Firefighter
Forester
District Fire Control Asst / Military Duty
Timber Sales
Assistant District Ranger
District Ranger
Forest Fire Staff Officer
Director
Assistant Regional Forester (Fire/Aviation)
Staff Director (Fire/Aviation)

Biography
Mr. Heilman was born March 25, 1929 in Butte, Montana. He graduated with
honors from University of Montana June 1950 with Bachelor of Science in Forestry.
Ed's career with USDA Forest Service began June 1945 as a 16-year old (legal
during World War II) Forest Fire Fighter SP-3 on a "Green Hornet" engine crew on
the Big Bend District of the Tahoe National Forest in California. "Green Hornet"
was the unofficial name of newest and largest fire engine in the California Region.
It was dark green in color as were all Forest Service vehicles of that era. "Green
Hornet" name came from a popular radio program by that name. The "Green
Hornet" drove a modern vehicle to track down the "bad guys.”
Ed's very first fire was in mid-June 1945, just after he reported for fire crew duty on
the Big Bend District of the Tahoe NF in California. World War II was still under
way, and Ed's crew had just been briefed on the then semi-secret Japanese balloon bombs, which had been
coming down across western North America since November 1944. These paper balloons were designed to
reach North America from Japan on the high-level west to east jet stream winds, which were not well
understood by the US at that time. These balloons were designed to drop incendiary and anti-personnel
bombs as they drifted eastward across North America, starting fires and killing people as they went.
Then, when a fire was reported in a remote area of the Big Bend District, Ed's crew just knew it had to be a
balloon bomb fire. The crew went to the fire, fully prepared to save the nation from this dastardly attack by an
evil enemy. Alas, the fire turned out to be a routine lightning holdover, and Ed's crew never did see any
balloon bombs. However, this fire did spark Ed's interest in balloon bombs, and he would later study
numerous references on this subject.
Ed continued in seasonal fire jobs on the Tahoe National Forest through 1950.
Ed received his permanent career Forest Service appointment in 1951. His first assignment was as a GS-5
Forester on the Downieville District of the Tahoe. That same year he transferred to the Trinity District of the
Shasta NF as District Fire Control Asst. Ed served in the US Air Force 1951-53, including service in Korea
1952-53. After military duty, he returned to the Trinity District in 1954.

He moved to the Hayfork District of the Trinity NF in 1955 to work on the timber sale program. His next
assignment was as Assistant District Ranger on the Descanso District of the Cleveland NF and then District
Ranger of the same district.
Years later, while Ed was on the Descanso District of the Cleveland NF in Southern California 1956-61, he
became much involved in the then brand-new air tanker program. When the Inaja fire started in late
November 1956 on the Palomar District of the Cleveland, Ed was assigned as airborne "bird dog",
designating ground targets for the small crop duster aircraft that were the first operational air tankers. For Ed
and the few others who first served in this capacity there were no rules and few if any experiences to go by,
so they just made up their procedures as they went along, very much trial and error. While serving as bird
dog, on several occasions Ed rode in the back seat of FS-owned TBM single engine air tankers on drop runs
- very interesting.
In addition to this bird dog (later known as air attack boss) role, Ed also served as one of the very early
"mixmasters", mixing and loading sodium calcium borate and other chemicals first used as fire retardants.
Again, this was a trial and error process. Ed continued his close involvement with the air tanker program for
several years after these early experiences. Fortunately for all involved, the program matured rapidly into a
far safer and more effective program.
In 1961 he was assigned to the Shasta-Trinity National Forests as Forest fire staff officer.
He was appointed the first Director of the National Fire Training Center, Marana, AZ in 1967. Ed's next
assignment was in 1970 to the Eastern Regional Office as Assistant Regional Forester (Fire/Aviation). In
1974 Ed transferred to the Staff Director (Fire/Aviation) position of the Northern Region, Missoula, MT.
In the latter years of Ed's career the National Forest Management Act and other then recent federal laws
directed the preparation of detailed land management plans for all National Forests. The first generations of
these forest plans provided only very generalized direction for fire management (and other resource
management activities), so the Chief's Office appointed a national interagency team to design a National Fire
Management Analysis System which would provide standardized and more specific direction required for
interagency fire activities. Ed served as team leader for this effort, which was yet another interesting
experience.
Ed retired under Firefighter's Retirement in March 1984.
Since retirement he has served as both contractor and volunteer for State Foresters, Forest Service, and
others. He served on the Board of Directors, National Forest Service Museum in Missoula, MT from 19881998.
Ed is a member of the Society of American Foresters and was elected a Fellow in 1989. He is a registered
Professional Forester, State of California, 1973 to 2000. He is a member of the Kiwanis Club of Missoula,
since 1975 and was selected as a Hixson Fellow by Kiwanis in October 2000.
Ed married Donna M. Dever in November 1951 in San Jose, CA. They have two children: Anne P. born
November 1952 in San Francisco, CA; Edward M. born June 1955 in San Jose, CA.

Richard N. Hickman
1922-2005

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1950-1951
1951-1952
1952-1953
1953-1958
1958-1960
1960-1969
1969-1972
1972-1978

Location
Clearwater N.F. Challis District
Clearwater N.F. Mackay Ranger District
Clearwater N.F.
Clearwater N.F.
Regional Office, Ogden, UT
Salmon N.F., Salmon, ID
Lassen N.F., Susanville, CA
CA Regional Office, San Francisco

Position(s)
Forester and Acting Forest Ranger
Forester
Loon Creek District Ranger
May District Ranger
Assistant Range Staff
Range and Wildlife Staff
Range Staff
Range and Watershed Division

Biography
Dick graduated from the College of Forestry at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado in 1950.
He received an appointment as a Forester on the Challis National Forest in Central Idaho and served as a
Forester on two different ranger districts and as a District Forest Ranger on three ranger districts on the
Challis N. F. He served as Range, Watershed and Wildlife Assistant on two national forests. He was a
Range Staff Assistant in two Forest Service Regional Office organizations. His last assignment was as the
Assistant Staff Director of the Division of Range & Watershed Management in the California Region of the
Forest Service.

Ray Hilding

1911 –2005

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1936 - 1939
1939 - 1942
1945 - 1951
1951 - 1955
1955 - 1960
1960 - 1969
1969 - 1972

Location
Minnesota, CCC
Red Ives District, St. Joe National Forest
Kaniksu National Forest
Coeur d’Alene and Lolo National Forest
Lewis and Clark National Forest
Nez Perce National Forest
St. Joe National Forest
Coeur d’Alene National Forest

Position(s)
Camp Foreman
Asst. District Ranger

Timber and Fire Control Staff Officer
Timber and Lands Staff Officer
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Ray Hilding was born on May 8, 1911 in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Ray graduated high school in 1929 and
immediately had to go to work to support his mother, brothers and sisters.
Several years later, he was able to start college at the University of Idaho in
Moscow. He completed two years before running out of money. He then got a
job working as a Camp Foreman in a CCC camp in Minnesota. He was able to
resume college at Washington State in Pullman WA, where he graduated in
1936 with a BS degree in Forestry.
Ray was hired by the US Forest Service in 1936 and assigned as an Asst.
District Ranger, Red Ives Ranger District on the St. Joe National Forest. While
spending winters in St. Maries, Ray met Roma Turnbull. They were married in
1939. Ray then worked on the Kaniksu National Forest until
November 1942, when he volunteered for the US Navy.
Ray Hilding 1960

Ray attended Officer Training at Cornell University and was assigned (as a
plank owner) to the newly commissioned USS Corregidor CVE-58, an escort carrier. He served as the ships’
Signals Officer through many campaign
ns in the Pacific Theater until the war’s end.
In 1945, he returned to positions with the Forest Service in the Coeur d’Alene and Lolo National Forests. In
March 1951, Ray was promoted to Timber and Fire Control Staff Officer on the Lewis & Clark National Forest
in Great Falls, MT. In March 1955, he was transferred to the Nez Perce National Forest in Grangeville, ID as
the Timber and Lands Staff Officer.
He was promoted to Forest Supervisor on the St. Joe National Forest in Nov. 1960. He served in that
position until 1969, when he moved to Coeur d’Alene as the Forest Supervisor. He retired in 1972. Ray
stayed active in the Society of American Foresters and in NARFE until his death in Sept. 2005 in Pendleton
OR.

C. Merle Hofferber
1920-1990

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

1960-1969
1969-1981

Location
Lolo, Helena & Coeur d'Alene National
Forests
Butte Ranger District, Deerlodge National
Forest
St. Joe National Forest
Region 1 - Recreation & Lands
Region 6

Position(s)

District Ranger
Supervisor’s Staff
Chief of the Rights-of-Way Branch
Assistant Regional Forester for Lands and
Minerals

Biography
C. Merle Hofferber was born in Loveland, Colorado, attended Pasadena (California) Junior College, and did
temporary work with the California State Division of Forestry and the U.S. Forest Service before he served in
the Army Air Force in Italy during World War IL
A forestry graduate of the University of Montana (1947), Hofferber earned a Master of Forestry degree at the
University of Michigan (1950).
He worked throughout Region 1 of the Forest Service. His assignments included the Lolo, Helena, and
Coeur d'Alene National Forests; district ranger of the Butte Ranger District in the Deer Lodge National
Forest; and the Supervisor's staff of the St. Joe National Forest. He became Chief of the Rights-of-Way
Branch of the Division of Recreation and Lands in Missoula in 1960.
In 1969, he moved to Portland, Oregon as Assistant Regional Forester for Lands and Minerals in Region 6.
During 12 years in that position, he helped establish regulations and plans for the Cascade Head Scenic
Research Area and the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area on the Central Oregon coast.
In addition, he guided acquisition of 41,000 acres in the Alpine Lake Wilderness in the Wenatchee and
Mount Baker/Snoqualmie National Forests in Washington through land exchanges with the Weyerhaeuser
Company and Burlington Northern Railroad. He also negotiated the purchase of pumice mining claims on
Rock Mesa in the Three Sisters Wilderness in the Oregon Cascades to prevent mining in the area.
He retired in 1981 after 33 years with the Forest Service.
In Montana, he served as an Explorer Scout Troop leader and volunteered with the American Red Cross. He
was a member of the Society of American Foresters and the Izaak Walton League.

Christopher H. Holmes
1949-2016

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1972-1987
1987-2006

Location
Forest Service offices in NH, WV, MN, PA
Washington, DC

Position(s)
State and Private, Communications and EPA
Interagency Liaison

Biography
Christopher H. Holmes, 67, passed away on Sunday, September 18, 2016
in Arnold, Maryland with family by his side after succumbing to a 12-month
bout with glioblastoma.
He was born on March 30, 1949, in York, PA, to Russell and Martha
Holmes. Chris grew up as the first of five children in Glen Rock and Seven
Valleys, PA. He graduated from Spring Grove High School, Class of '67,
and the University of New Hampshire (where he was an active member of
Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity) with a Bachelors of Forestry, Class of '71.
On June 19, 1971, Chris married the love of his life, Linda "Lynn" Vliet.
Together they raised their two children, Becky and Mark, in MN, PA and
lastly in Arnold, MD. His love of life, family, friends, fishing, hunting,
boating on the Chesapeake Bay, RV'ing around 49 states & 6 Canadian
provinces, community and civic involvement, and the good old fashioned
"visit" guided him each and every day of his life.
Chris dedicated his career to public service for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service for
34 years. He worked in five different offices in NH, WV, MN, PA, and culminated with 19 years in
Washington, DC, on three different staffs (State & Private, Communications, & EPA Interagency Liaison)
under five chiefs. In addition to his public service at the Forest Service, Chris served as President of the
Maryland Forest Association (MFA) for two years, and was a board member up to his passing.
Chris is survived by his loving and devoted wife of 45 years, Lynn Holmes, his two children, daughter Becky
Rau (Pasadena, MD), son Mark Holmes (Severna Park, MD), son-in-law Brian Rau, daughter-in-law Kim
Holmes, and five dear grandchildren, Sydney (11), London (9) & Roman (5) Holmes; and Kayla (6) & Autumn
(4) Rau. Chris also leaves behind three younger brothers: Tim (PA), Peter (OR), Jon (PA); and sister, Debbie
(Norway).

Allen Honey
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Allen Honey is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Gerry House
1939-2012

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1974-1977
1977-1994

Location
U.S.D.A.
Idaho Panhandle National Forests

Position(s)
Office of Inspector General
Planner

Biography
Hayden Lake native Gerald “Gerry” House, 73, died at the North Idaho
Hospice House on June 30 after a courageous six-year battle with multiple
myeloma.
A 37-year employee of the U.S. Forest Service, he retired from that agency
in May 1994 after serving 17 years as planner for the Idaho Panhandle
National Forests. A previous assignment included three years as a member
of the Department of Agriculture’s Office of the Inspector General, a job that
took him to every state in the Lower 48. He also had professional
assignments with the agency in Montana and Washington State.
He began his Forest Service career as a seasonal employee and soon
became a journeyman timber cruiser, responsible for the sale of more than
one-half billion board feet of timber on four national forests and five ranger
districts.
Gerry graduated from Hayden Elementary School and Coeur d’Alene High
and was the first Eagle Scout in Hayden Lake before attending the University
of Idaho from which he graduated in 1963 with a forestry degree.
He was a fourth-generation resident of Hayden Lake whose great-grandparents on both sides of his family
were among the first settlers of the area. He was preceded in death by his parents, Mark and Mae Steele
House. Both his father and one grandfather also worked for the Forest Service, and both grandfathers fought
the 1910 fire which ravaged 3 million acres in North Idaho, Washington and Montana. His mother was also a
Forest Service employee.
An activist in community affairs and protector of the environment, Gerry served 27 years on the Hayden Lake
Water and Sewer District, including 20 years as chairman. His other efforts included service on the Hayden
City Planning Commission, the Kootenai County Planning Commission, the Hayden Historical Society and
the Eagle Scout Review Board. He was a recent recipient of the Hayden Chamber of Commerce’s
Distinguished Community Service Award.
His bywords were, “On the other hand,” as he sought to bring adversaries to a common understanding.
Survivors include his wife Pat in the family home at Hayden Lake and children Mark of Dalton Gardens, Holly
of Sedona, Arizona, her partner Gary King, stepson Mark Baden and his wife Tracey of Boise, stepdaughter
Katherine Dallas and her husband Dan of Monte Vista, Colo. and grandchildren Mitchell and Devin Dallas
and Jordan and Race Baden.

Raymond M. “Ray” Housley
1927 - 1995

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1943

Location
Region 3, Coconino NF, AZ

Position
Fire fighter (age 16 during WWII)

1944

Region 3, Coconino NF, AZ

Laborer, fire fighter, road construction

1945

Region 3, Cibola NF, NM

Fire lookout, snow ranger, recreation

1946-1947
1948

Active duty, US Army
Region 3, Coconino NF, AZ

1948-1952

Fire fighter, TSI crew member
Colorado State University student

1951

Rocky Mountain Station, Santa Rita
Experimental Range, AZ
Region 2, Roosevelt NF, CO

1950-1952

USDA Soil Conservation Service, CO

Snow Survey

1952-1953

Region 3, Carson NF, NM

1953-1954

Region 3, Carson NF, NM

1954-1955

Region 3, Cibola NF, Magdelena RD, NM

Timber survey and fire crew leader
Forester, National Timber Resource
Review
Assistant District Ranger

1955-1957

Region 3, Coconino NF, Beaver Creek, RD AZ

District Ranger

1957-1958

Region 3, Kaibab NF, Fredonia RD, AZ

District Ranger

1958-1961

Region 3, Coconino NF, AZ

Staff Officer, Range, Wildlife, Watershed

1961-1962

Region 3, Southwest Regional Office

Assistant. Division Chief, I&E

1962-1964

Region 3, Southwest Regional Office

Range Administration Branch Chief

1964-1968

Region 3, Coconino NF, AZ

Forest Supervisor

1968-1971

Washington Office

Assistant Director of Recreation

1971-1972

Washington Office

Director of Recreation

1972-1976

Washington Office

Associate Deputy Chief, NFS

1977-1985

Washington Office

Deputy Chief, National Forest System

1950

Research Assistant
Part time job on Ranger District

Biography
Raymond M. “Ray”Housley’s long and distinguished career
with the Forest Service began during World War II as a 16year-old fire fighter and ended with responsibility for the 191
million acre National Forest System as Deputy Chief. He held
positions of increasing stature and responsibility from District
Forest Ranger to Forest Staff Officer, Regional Office staffer,
Forest Supervisor, Director of Recreation and Wilderness in
the Washington Office, Associate Deputy Chief and Deputy
Chief. He always considered the Ranger and Forest Supervisor
jobs the most personally gratifying as on-the-ground, close-tonature assignments.

Ray Housley Receiving the 1980 USDA
Superior Service Award from Secretary of Agriculture John Block

Ray’s contributions to natural resource management did not end with retirement from the Forest Service. He
was a consultant to federal forestry agencies in the United States, Canada and even Japan; served on the
Boards of several conservation organizations including the Pinchot Institute for Conservation, the Renewable
Natural Resources Foundation, the Natural Resources Council of America and the Society for Range
Management. He was a member of the Commission on Ecology of the International Union of Conservation
of Nature, the U.S. Board of Geographic Names, the Appalachian and Pacific Crest National Scenic Trails
Advisory Councils, chairing the latter. He was a member of the American Society for Public Administration
and served a Washington representative for the Society for Range Management.
He was a charter member of the Federal Executive Service. He was awarded the rank of Meritorious
Executive by President Reagan and held the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Superior Service Award. Ray
was appointed as a member of the United States-Japan Panel on National Parks and Equivalent Reserves in
1979.
Ray was a forestry graduate and Honors Alumnus of Colorado State University and a member of Phi Kappa
Phi honorary fraternity and Xi Sigma Pi as chapter forester, and had honorary standing in Scabbard and
Blade at CSU. He was a life member of the Society for Range Management and the Society of American
Foresters. He was president of the Grand Canyon Council, Boy Scouts of America in Arizona. He served in
the U.S. Army both on active duty and as a Reserve Officer in the Field Artillery.
In addition to all the above noted recognition, honors and responsibilities, Ray Housley’s legacy as a leader
in the Forest Service, as a mentor for young and aspiring forest officers, as a stalwart proponent of the
Forest Service’s Multiple-Use mission and as an ardent advocate of Natural Resource Conservation will be
long remembered and appreciated.

William D. Hurst
1915 - 2016

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1937 * 1938
1938
1941
1942
1946 - 1950
1950 – 1955
1955 – 1957
1957 – 1962
1962 – 1966
1966 – 1976

Location
Seasonal Wasatch NF, UT
Winter Seasonal Wasatch NF, UT
Wasatch NF, UT
Manila District, Ashley NF UT
Cache NF
Ashley, UT
Washington Office
Regional Office R-4, Ogden UT
Regional Office R-4, Ogden UT
Regional Office R-3, Albuquerque NM

Position(s)
Administrative Guard
Insect Control Team
Range Examination Supervisor
District Ranger
Staff Assistant -Assistant Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Assistant Director Range Management
Director Range & Wildlife
Deputy Regional Forester
Regional Forester

Biography
William "Bill' Hurst had a long and distinguished career in the Forest Service
beginning at a time when the Agency was still pioneering the professional
practice of forestry. In addition to his regular contributions to that effort
during his many and varied assignments, there were a number of events
and activities that were particularly memorable to him as well as the Agency
he was proud to serve. These highlights included the following.
His first employment on the Wasatch N.F. in 1937 was as a CU 5
Administrative Guard and the only employee on the unit. The assignment
was rather unique, because even though it was at the sub-professional level
it was the equivalent of a District Ranger's position. The need to perform all
of the necessary work by himself was a both a challenge and an opportunity
to hone his skills and in doing so contribute to increased understanding of
the resource management job at the ground level.
Bill accepted increasingly important assignments, which took advantage of
his education and experience in range and wildlife. One highlight was the
opportunity to work with Regional Forester Floyd Iverson to help mediate and resolve some very critical
range problems in Region Four. The approach they used of insisting on solid field data and then giving
unwavering support to District Rangers and Forest Supervisors, who were working directly with the public
and individuals who were most affected by Forest Service decisions, was both effective and somewhat
unusual at the time. It succeeded in reaching solutions that have stood the test of time.
In 1966, the Spanish-American uprising in Northern New Mexico over land grant rights was a major
challenge for the Forest Service. As the new Regional Forester, Bill was faced with a volatile situation
involving, among other things, firearms, and attempts to invade National Forest lands and facilities and

implied if not actual threats to Forest Service personnel. The movement was eventually defused with both
parties reaching common ground. Luckily, Forest Service people suffered no bloodshed
Throughout his career in the Southwest Region, Bill was involved in supporting research that was seeking
ways to increase water yield from National Forests through vegetative manipulation. Research results were
not promising. They especially were not compatible with a philosophy of Multiple Use Management. Bill's
1974 paper, read before the Arizona Watershed Committee, discussing the implications of the research
brought reality to the program. The message of this paper eventually received general acceptance.
Hurst’s first day with the U.S. Forest Service.

Genaro “Gerry” Ingco, Jr.
1927 - 2020

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1948 - 1950
1950 - 1951
1951 – 1955
1955 – 1958

Location
Mt. Tamalpias State Park, Marin Co., CA
US Marine Corps, Korea
School of Forestry, UC California
Sequoia National Forest, R5, Porterville

1958 – 1961
1961 - 1962
1962 - 1979

Plumas National Forest, R5, Quincy
Plumas National Forest, Greenville RD
Plumas National Forest, Greenville RD

1979 - 1983
Retired Jan.
28

Plumas National Forest, R5, Greenville RD

Position(s)
State Park Ranger
Staff Sargent
Forestry Student
Forester, Range Tech, Land
Exchange Forester
Timber Management Assistant
Fire Control Officer
Asst. District Ranger, Resource
Forester, Branch Chief Planning
Supervisory Forester, Silviculturist

Biography

Born and raised in San Francisco, Gerry roamed the streets and Golden
Gate Park. After high school, Gerry enlisted in the USMC reserves, and was
called to active duty in July 1950. Her served in Korea, earning the Bronze
Star, and Purple Heart. In 1951 he enrolled in the School of Forestry, UC
Berkeley, graduating in 1955.
He married Marilyn “Lynn” Cydell in 1952. They were married 52 years.
When Gerry was in his first year on the Sequoia National Forest, his wife
Lynn worked as a cook for the backcountry survey crew.
Gerry spent 27 years with the Forest Service. Retiring in 1982, they moved
to Chico, CA as their retirement location. He was an active member of the
Native Plant Society.

Leo Anthony Isaac
1892-1970

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1924-1956

Location
Pacific Northwest Forest & Range
Experimental Station

Position(s)
Research Forester, Silviculturalist

Biography
Leo Anthony Isaac, internationally recognized authority on Douglas fir silviculture,
was born in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, September 12, 1892.
A keen observer, personable, enthusiastic and friendly, he effectively advanced
the science and the practice of forestry in the Douglas fir region and far beyond.
Isaac learned to love the forest in his native Wisconsin. Here also, he decided to
study and to understand the forest; he attended the University of Minnesota, and
was awarded the Bachelor of Science in Forestry degree in 1920. His forestry
studies were interrupted by World War I when he served, during 1918, in the U.S.
Air Force at Fort Vancouver, Washington.
Following this introduction to the Northwest, Leo decided to base his career
there. He joined the U.S. Forest Service as Junior Forester on the Chelan National Forest in 1920, where he
served for four years in the National Forest Administration.
In 1924 his talents in developing new knowledge were recognized by his transfer to the Forest Service
Research Branch, which later became the Pacific Northwest Forest and Range Experiment Station. Isaac
spent his next 32 years in Forest Service research, conducting studies, analyzing and reporting results.
During that time, he authored more than 50 publications, which are widely accepted as basic guides in
regeneration management of Douglas fir.
In 1946, Isaac was awarded the Agnes Healy Anderson fellowship at the University of Washington. At that
time he wrote “Better Douglas Fir Forests from Better Seed,” a bulletin summarizing knowledge gained from
several decades of heredity investigations in the Forest Service.
In 1951, Leo received the Outstanding Achievement in Silviculture Award at the 100th anniversary of the
University of Minnesota. This award is reserved for alumni who have attained distinction in their field of
work.

The following year Isaac was presented with the Western Forestry and Conservation Association Award for
outstanding achievement in the field of forestry.
In 1953, at the request and expense of the West German Government, he attended the Forestry Congress of
Western European countries as advisor on reforestation of European Forests. The same year he was
elected a Fellow of the Society of American Foresters, and received the Nash Motors “Award for Exceptional
Services to the Cause of Conservation.”
In 1954, Isaac received the Superior Service Award of the U.S. Department of Agriculture “for research that
has gained for him worldwide recognition as the outstanding authority on Douglas fir silviculture.”
Beginning in the mid-1950s, the Weyerhaeuser Company honored pioneers in forestry in the Northwest by
commissioning artist Fred Ludekens to paint portraits of each. Leo Isaac was so recognized, again as “world
authority on Douglas fir silviculture.”
In 1956, he received the Society of American Forests “Award for Outstanding Achievement in Biological
Research of Benefit to Forestry.” Also in 1956, following retirement from the U.S. Forest Service, Isaac
accepted a 2 ½ -year assignment in Turkey with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations. Here he advised the Turkish Government on all phases of planting trees, summarizing his
recommendations in a comprehensive report.
Following his service Isaac traveled through Western Europe on a special tree seed-use assignment. On his
return to the U.S. he was named visiting professor at Oregon State University.
Isaac’s important publications also include the U.S. Department of Agriculture bulleting, “Factors Affecting
Establishment of Douglas Fir Seedlings,” and a booklet published by the Charles Lathrop Pack Forestry
Foundation, “Reproductive Habits of Douglas Fir,” and a FAO Report No. 932, to the Government of Turkey
on Reforestation.” In collaboration with pathologist, Dr. Ernest Wright, Isaac co-authored “Decay Following
Logging Injury to Western Hemlock, Sitka Spruce and True Firs.”
In 1964, Isaac became the first Executive Secretary of the joint offices of the Columbia River and Puget
Sound Sections of the Society of American Foresters and Editor of the periodical “Western Forester.” He
served in these two key assignments in his profession for the next four years. Leo was also a member of
the Ecological Society of America, Northwest Scientific Association, Oregon Academy of Science and of Xi
Sigma Phi honorary forestry; Sigma Xi, honorary research and of Phi Sigma honorary biological society.
Leo Isaac was a sensitive, thoughtful man. He was at ease with children, with his peers, with everyone he
met, because he liked them. He knew and valued the forest, not only as the source of wood products and
employment for mankind, but also for its great variety of wildlife, inspiration and beauty. He was a skillful
woodman, hunter and angler, and he generously taught others about these important aesthetic and
recreational values of the forest, too. He accumulated a lifetime of fascinating experiences relating to both
work and play in the forest. In addition, under favorable conditions, he related these with exceptional humor.
Leo Anthony Isaac applied his many talents to the development of knowledge about trees and forests –
especially the Douglas fir forest. He communicated his findings generously and effectively – orally, by
demonstrations in the forests, and in his publications for the written record. Thanks to his devoted efforts,
broad expanses of growing forests across the land are far more productive than they otherwise would have

been. Moreover, the lives of those who knew him, and many who did not, were inspired and enriched by his
accomplishments.
Leo Anthony Isaac died in 1970 at Portland, Oregon.

Floyd N. Iverson
1910-1998

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1933 -

Location
Modoc National Forest
Devil's Garden District, Modoc National
Forest
Sequoia National Forest
Modoc National Forest
Inyo National Forest Regional Office,
Portland, Oregon

Position(s)
Range survey
District Ranger

1952 – 1955

Regional Office, Missoula, Montana

1955 -1957

Regional Office, Ogden, Utah

Range, Wildlife and Fire Staff
Range, Wildlife and Fire Staff
Forest Supervisor
Branch Chief in Range & Wildlife
Management
Assistant Regional Forester Range & Wildlife
Assistant Regional Forester Range & Wildlife
Management

1957 - 1970

Regional Office, Ogden, Utah

Regional Forester

1948 - 1952

Biography
Born in a log cabin on a homestead in California in 1910 at a place
called Poverty Flat, Floyd Iverson began his working life as a ranch
hand cowboy on a poor ranch in Modoc County, California. Soon
realizing he wanted more to do in life than be a cowboy, he worked his
way through college, including one summer on a Forest Service range
survey crew. After graduating from the University of California in 1933
he returned to the range survey crew. He quickly became chief of party
heading up range survey work on National Forest land in Northeast
California.
He was soon appointed Ranger on the Devil's Garden District, Modoc
National Forest. Later he became the first Ranger of the "super" district
on the Modoc, encompassing an area previously managed as three
Districts. Through these assignments and Supervisor's Staff positions
on the Sequoia and Modoc Forests involving Range, Wildlife, and Fire
control. He was instrumental in reducing land abuse through reduced
animal numbers, range improvements, trespass control and erosion
control. His entire career was devoted too good land management with
special attention to range management.
As Supervisor of the Inyo National Forest at the end of World War 11 he was deeply involved in managing
expanding recreation activities while gaining control of serious high altitude grazing problems. After sixteen

years in a variety of positions in California, he got back to his first love, Branch Chief in Range and Wildlife
Management in the Regional Office in Portland, Oregon in 1948.
Much of his attention during this four-year assignment was devoted to the east side forests in Oregon and
Washington, where most of the range lands are located. His experience led to a transfer in 1952 to Missoula,
Montana as Assistant Regional Forester in charge of Range and Wildlife Management for the Northern
Region of the Forest Service. This covered 16 National Forests in Montana and Idaho, and National
Grasslands in North and South Dakota.
Beginning in 1955, Floyd was assigned to "clean up" a long-standing overuse and abuse of grazing lands in
the 31 million-acre Intermountain Region. He moved his family to Ogden, Utah and began work on the
gigantic problem as Assistant Regional Forester in charge of Range and Wildlife Management. In 1957, he
was promoted to Regional Forester and continued his mission to bring about greatly improved land
management practices on all the Region Four National Forests and the Curlew National Grassland. His
influence was greatly felt outside the Forest Service as well as within the agency. He received many awards
for superior service in land conservation, both from government and private organizations. Even after
retirement in 1970 he was frequently asked for advice from civic leaders, politicians, and church leaders.
Floyd Iverson was always an outstanding wild land manager, he understood the theory and application of
multiple use management as well as anyone in the Forest Service. He never wavered from his objective of
improving land and watershed conditions. He always demonstrated high ideals of honesty, integrity, and a
very strong work ethic.
Floyd was a charter member of the American Society of Range Management, a fellow in the Society of
American Foresters, and a Mason. He was a long-time Rotarian, a member of Kiwanis, served on the Ogden
Chamber of Commerce Council, and was president of United Way.
Floyd Iverson instilled in his staff and field personnel a strong work and land ethic that continues today. Even
though he died in 1998, his influence is still felt locally and nationally.

Wayne Dahl Iverson
1931-2005

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)

Location
Inyo NF, Bishop California
Pacific South West Region

Position(s)
Forest Landscape Architect
Regional Landscape Architect

Biography:
Wayne D. Iverson (1931-2005) was a forestry consultant and landscape
architect. He earned his M.S. from the University of Wisconsin in
Landscape Architecture and was a fellow of the American Society of
Landscape Architects. He worked for the United States Forest Service as a
landscape architect for 45 years.
He was a principal consultant on the Forest Service Visual Management
System Update in 1974. After retiring from the Forest Service in 1985, he
continued to be involved in the field by corresponding with colleagues, the
media, politicians, and private businesses on topics relating to forestry and
landscape architecture.

Accomplishments:
•
•
•

•

•

M.S., B.S., Landscape Architecture, University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Special Tribute, Award of Excellence, by Keep Sedona Beautiful, Arizona, 2005.
Principal Consultant on USFS Visual Management System, Updated 1995 as "Landscape aesthetics: a
handbook for scenery management", Agriculture Handbook 701.
Elected Fellow, American Society of Landscape Architects, San Francisco, California, 1986, for
administrative professional work in public agencies. Because of Iverson's dedication to his role as
Forest and Regional Landscape Architect with the U.S. Forest Service, there are still a variety of
national forest resources and experiences for all of us to enjoy. His vigilance and concern for the
visual elements of the natural scene made him the major contributor to the development of the USFS
Visual Management System, and the Visual Capability system, both now standards of operation not
only for the agency, but for practitioners around the world.
Thirty five years experience with USDA Forest Service.

Publications:
o

"Managing Regional Scenic Quality in the Lake Tahoe Basin", Wayne D. Iverson, Stephen R.J.
Sheppard and R. Andrew Strain, Landscape Journal. 12(1):23-39 (1993);
http://lj.uwpress.org/cgi/content/abstract/12/1/23

o
o
o
o

o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o

"Landscape Architects and the US Forest Service," p. 5, paper presented to the USDA Forest Service
Inter-Regional Landscape Architects Workshop, Doubletree Hotel, Tucson, Arizona, May 21, 1990.
"Scenic Resources Management" For: Regional Plan for the Lake Tahoe Basin Design Review
Guidelines, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, 1989.
http://www.trpa.org/documents/about_trpa/scenic/DRG.pdf
"Recreation Site Design", Pacific Southwest Region, Forest Service, USDA. Sacra mento, CA, 89 p,
1985.
"And That's About the Size of It: Visual Magnitude as a Measurement of the Physical Landscape"
Landscape Journal. 4(1):14-22 (1985).
http://lj.uwpress.org/cgi/content/abstract/4/1/14?maxtoshow=&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&a
uthor1=Iverson%2C+Wayne&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&sortspec=relevance&resourcetype=HW
CIT
"Research Needed to Improve Quantification of Scenic Resources in Forest Planning" In: Proceedings
IUFRO Symposium on Forest Management Planning and Managerial Economics. Univ. of Tokyo. p.
729740.1984.
"Assessing Landscape Resources: a Proposed Model" in: Zube, E.H., R.O. Brush and J.G. Fabos [Eds].
Landscape Assessment: Values, Perceptions and Resources. Stroudsburg, PA.: Dowden, Hutchison
and Ross, 1975.
"VIEWIT: computation of seen areas, slope, and aspect for land use planning." Travis, Michael R.,
Gary H. Elsner, Wayne D. Iverson, and Christine G. Johnson. USDA Forest Sew. Gen. Tech. Rep.
PSW-ll, 70 p., illus., Pacific Southwest Forest and Range Exp. Stn., Berkeley, Calif. 1975
http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/27276
http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/publications/documents/psw_gtr011/psw_gtr011.pdf
"Visual Absorption Capability Edward Stone, Ronald Wood, and Wayne Iverson, Service-wide
Draft. (Unpublished USDA Forest Service document)
"Visual absorption capability." (rough draft) California Region) USDA, Forest Service, San Francisco
CA. (Mimeographed) 1975.
"Scenic Quality Inventory" Unpublished paper, 1970.
"The Theories and Principles of Design Which Apply to Environmental Architecture." Unpublished
paper. USDA Forest Service Environmental Architecture Workshop. St. Louis. 89 p. 1969.
"A Master and Developmental Plan for Cox Hollow State Park", Thesis (M.S.)--University of
Wisconsin-Madison) 1956.

Orlo Jackson
1917-2001

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1939
1940
1941
1942
1945
1946
1948
1951 - 1953
1953
1956
1960
1961-1966
1967-1974

Location
Arapahoe National Forest
Asheville, N.C. Experiment Station
Arapahoe National Forest, Winter Park
Ranger District
Army Air Corps
Shoeshone and Custer National Forest
Blackhills National Forest, Pactola Ranger
District
Blackhills NF, Nemo Ranger District
Air Force
Pike National Forest
Rocky Mountain Region (R-2)
Washington Office
Southwestern Region (R-3)
Washington Office

Position(s)
Lookout
Forest Inventory
Assistant Ranger
Pilot
Timber Survey
District Ranger
District Ranger
Pilot
Range, Timber, Special Uses & Fire Staff
Regional Training & Safety Officer
National Training Officer
Personnel Officer
Director of Personnel

Biography
Orio was born to Herbert and Agnes Jackson on December 3, 1917 in
O'dell Nebraska. Orio was the youngest of five children. His mother died
when he was three weeks old and as a result Orio was sent to Lincoln
Nebraska to live with his Aunt Mable and Grandmother Arminda Jane
Jackson. His dad was taking care of three children and running the farm
and could not take care of a baby.
Orio always said he had the best of both worlds; living with his Aunt
during the school year in Lincoln and spending the summers on the farm
with his dad and brothers. Orio would ride his bicycle 30 miles from
Lincoln to the farm many times each summer.
Orio graduated from Lincoln High School in 1935 and attended the
University of Nebraska for two years.
In 1936 Orio and Alice Nolan were engaged. In 1937 Orio went to
Colorado State College (now Colorado State University) to study
Forestry. Orio developed a keen interest in Forestry and Land
Management graduating in 1939. During his time at Colorado State
College he developed a lasting friend ship with Frank and Grace Smith.

Frank Smith retired as the Director for Range Management for the Forest Service.
In 1939 Orlo went to work as a Lookout on Squaw Mountain, Arapahoe National Forest where he built ski
trails in Loveland Basin and Berthoud Pass. During the winter of 1939 he supervised a civilian conservation
crop camp at Beyers Colorado. Orio fondly remembered this time because of the opportunity to work with 40
young men from Mexico. Orio said "If I ever had a superior feeling because of my race those young me in the
civilian conservation program cured it."
In the spring of 1940 Orlo was the last of 14 people selected by the Forest Service from 1800 on the Civil
Service Register. Quigley, a fellow Nebraskan and Orlo's roommate was also selected as one of the 14. Orlo
was assigned to the Asheville, North Carolina Experiment Station. He cruised timber bringing the states
Forest Inventory up to date. Six crews with 3 men each cruised the entire state from the ocean to
Washington D.C., Maryland, Virginia and Kentucky. Orio also cruised timber in the Dismal Swamp in North
Carolina w here he killed 37 water moccasins in one day.
Orlo married Alice Nolan in June 1940
After completing the Forest Survey job in December, 1940, Orlo was sent to North Carolina and Georgia as a
stereoscopic specialist on flood control which was a combination of Forest Service, Soil Conservation and
BAE. This job was scheduled to end by June 30, 1940 so Orlo was delighted when he received a telegram
asking if he would accept a promotion and assignment as Assistant Ranger, Winter Park District, Arapahoe
National Forest. Orlo wired back "yes" and almost beat the wire back to Colorado. During this assignment as
assistant ranger Orio, built the CCC side camp at Jenny Lynn Bum above Boulder Colo, marked timber
above Moffat Tunnel near Frasier, Colorado and Grand Lake and Dillion Colorado. He also served as Snow
Ranger at Loveland Basin and Berthoud Pass Ski areas.
On December 7, 1941 Orio evacuated a skier with a broken leg from the ski area to Idaho Springs and
learned of the attack on Pearl Harbour.
Over the Christmas Holiday, Orlo returned to Lindon Nebraska where he enlisted in the Army Air Corps. He
was the first married aviation cadet from Nebraska.
Orlo traveled for 3 days on the train to the reception center in Bakersfield, California. The military allowed$3
per diem. During basic training the cadets learned to march and graduate from basic training. Orio attended
primary flying school at Hemet CA.
In 1942 Orio was transferred to Albuquerque, N.M. for Bombardier School. Orlo was commissioned as a Lt.
In July 1942 and attended bombardier instructor school and navigation training in 1943. O rio graduated first
in his class and was selected for a two-year assignment as a bombing instructor in AT-11 airplanes. The
Lord was looking after Orio because of the 87 men in his graduating class only three survived the war.
On February 24, 1944 Michael Orio Jackson "Mike the little ranger" was born. Mike later became known as
"Mike the Jerk from Albquerk".
Later in 1944 Orio was sent to Boca Raton Florida to attend Radar Bombing School APQ - 7-APQ-13 and
eventually APQ-23. Again, Orio was the top student, promoted to Captain and was assigned as an instructor
for B- 17 and B-24. Orio continued as a bombing instructor until VE day.
In 1945 Orio was sent to the 20th Air Force as part of B-29 crew -up in Kearney Nebraska. After the Atomic
Bombs were dropped on Japan, Orio was separated from the Army Air Corps, effective December 20, 1945.
However, he remained in the reserves.
In December 1945, Orio returned to the Forest Service and was assigned to the Bear Lodge Timber Survey
in Sundance, Wyoming. Upon entering the office, Orio met George K. Brown, "Kagey," recently returned from
the U.S. Army. The two became affectionately known to each other as "stinking flyboy" and a "ground
pounder". The friendship between Orio and Kagey lasted for the rest of their lives. When the timber survey
was snowed out the crews were shifted to complete cut over timber surveys in Custer on the Harney
National Forest.
In March 1946 Orio was assigned as District Ranger, Pactola Ranger District, Black Hills National Forest.
Orio often told the story of stopping to kill porcupines on the way to the hospital where Alice delivered their
the second son Patrick, "Pat the Rat from the Rapid Dump.”(July 22, 1946)

In 1948 Orio was transferred to the Nemo District as District Ranger. The Big Elk Fire and the Blizzard of 49
were significant events that occurred during Orlo's tenure.
In March 1951, Orio was recalled to the 28th Strategic Recon U.S. Air Force in Rapid City, South Dakota,
where he taught survival with Gene Flint. In November 1951, Orio was sent to Roswell, NM as part of a B- 29
Bomb Crew designed to prepare for the Korean War. In January,1952 he was sent to Randolf Field San
Antonio Texas as part of a B-29 crew. In March,1952 he was assigned to 303rd Bomb Wing "Hells Angels",
Tucson Arizona. In May,1952 the bomb wing was directed to Sidi Slimane French Morraco. In December
1952 Orlo was separated from the Air Force.
In January, 1953 Orio was assigned to the Pike National Forest in Colorado Springs, Colorado as staff in
charge of Range, Timber, Special Uses and Fire. He served on the Pike National Forest for 4 years and was
promoted to Assistant Forest Supervisor.
In 1956, Orlo was transferred to Denver as the Regional Training and Safety Officer where he was
instrumental in organizing and conducting junior and senior level training sessions as well as employee
orientation. He exercised leadership in the Reg ion resulting in vast improvements in training and safety. His
safety posters were particularly effective. He also developed and implemented the concept of training guides
by position.
In 1960, Orio was transferred to the Washington Office as the National Training Officer where he was
instrumental in developing fire general training guides.
In 1961-1966, Orio was the Personnel Officer for the Southwestern Region in Albuquerque, NM. While in this
position Orio revolutionized the personnel system in the Region and started the Continental Divide Training
Center.
From 1967-1974, Orio was the Director of Personnel for the U.S. Forest Service in Washington D.C. Orio
provided badly needed leadership in the area of personnel management setting the tone for significant
improvements throughout the agency.
Orio married his second wife Maribess "Sam" in 1973 and retired from the Forest Service in 1974. After his
retirement, Orlo taught management at the USDA graduate school and became the Director of Professional
Programs for the Society of American Foresters.
In 1978 Orio and Sam moved from Fairfax County Virginia to Lake of the Woods after building a new house
at 420 Wilderness Drive. After moving to Lake of the Woods, Orio became a very active member of the
community as a member of the golf committee, finance committee, men's golf association, captain of fund
raising for fire and rescue, consultant with many association members on trees, Service Officer for NARFE
Chapter 1885, technical consultant gypsy moth issue, cochairman of the security committee, member of the
Maintenance and Engineering committee and constant supporter of Habitat for Humanity.
Orlo was particularly active in the Lake of the Woods Church. He served three years on the Board of Elders;
the last year as chairman, member of the fund-raising committee; chief usher and a member of the Vision
Committee.

George S. James

1909-1996

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1938-1941
1941-1943

1946-1950
1950-1957
1957-1960

Location
Klamath National Forest
Modoc National Forest, Adin Ranger
District
Sequoia National Forest, Bakersfield
Ranger District
Klamath National Forest
Regional Office San Francisco
Regional Office Atlanta

1960-1962

Washington Office

1962-1972

Regional Office Milwaukee

1943-1946

Position(s)
Civilian Conservation Corps Fire Control
Fire Control
District Ranger
Forest Supervisor
Assistant Regional Forester l&E
Assistant Regional Forester State & Private
Forestry
Associate Deputy Chief, National Forest
System - Fire, Land Adjustment & Engineering
Regional Forester

Biography
George James was born in Hazen, Nevada and moved to California at an
early age.
He graduated from the University of California at Berkeley with a B.S.
degree in aeronautical engineering in 1933. With no jobs available during
the depression, George joined the CCC's which launched him on his
forestry career. He started in California developing fire management maps
and locating lookouts. He was moved to Wyoming, South Dakota and
Colorado doing the same work.
George was then assigned to fire control positions on the Klamath and
Modoc N.F.'s. In 1943, George was promoted to District Ranger,
Bakersfield District, Sequoia N. F., R-5.
In 1946, he returned to the Klamath N. F. as Forest Supervisor. From there,
he served as Assistant Regional Forester, l&E, San Francisco (1950-1957),
ARF, Stat e and Private Forestry, Atlanta, Georgia (1957-1960), Associate
Deputy Chief, National Forest System with responsibility for Fire, Land
Adjustment, and Engineering (1960-1962).
In 1962, George was named Regional Forester for Region 9, Milwaukee, Wisconsin where he remained until
his retirement in 1972, Secretary of Agriculture Orville Freeman awarded George the Superior Service award
in 1968. After retirement, the James' returned to California where he worked as a consultant for a time.
He always remained active in community and FS affairs until his death.

Ralph "Rowdy" James
1913-2012

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1953-1954
1954-1956
1956-1968

Location
Stonyford Ranger District
Klamath National Forest
Shasta Trinity National Forest

Position(s)
District Ranger
Fire Control Officer
North Zone Coordinator

Biography
Rowdy graduated from UC Berkeley with a degree in Forestry in 1934. He
served in World War II, and remained active a Major in the US Army Reserve.
Rowdy's early career was with the US Bureau of Entomology and Plant
Quarantine, as a supervisor of a Blister Rust Camp on the Plumas and he
transferred to the Forest Service, as District Ranger of the Stonyford Ranger
District, of the Mendocino National Forest.
Rowdy was the District Ranger on the Stonyford Ranger District in 1953. He
transferred to the Klamath NF as Fire Control Officer, and after a few years in
that position he transferred to Redding as the North Zone Coordinator. He
retired from that position in 1968.
In 1971, Doug Leisz, Regional Forester for Region 5, asked Rowdy to come out
of retirement, and serve as the Forest Service Liaison to the Fire scope
program at the Riverside Fire Lab. Rowdy responded to Doug's request, and
served in that capacity, to help bring the research effort to fruition. The most
visible aspect of that effort was the incident Command System, for all-risk incidents that brought local, state
and federal agencies together in one system.
Rowdy volunteered as a docent at the Torrey Pines State Reserve for over 15 years, managing the
bookstore at the park museum.

Philip J. Janik
1945 - 2006

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1974 - 1978

Location
Siuslaw National Forest, Oregon

1978 - 1983

Intermountain Region R-4, Ogden, UT

1983 - 1988
1988 - 1994
1994 – 1998
1998 - 1999
1999 - 2001

Alaska Region R-10, Juneau, AK
Washington Office
Alaska Region R-10, Juneau, AK
State & Private Forestry, Washington Office
Washington Office

2001 - 2003

Washington Office

Position(s)
Wildlife Biologist
Regional Threatened and Endangered
Biologist
Director of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife Staff
Regional Forester
Deputy Chief
Chief Operating Officer
Director, Wildlife, Fish, Water and Air
Research

Biography
Phil is a native of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He received his B.S. in Forestry
from the University of Montana and an M.S. in Wildlife Science from Oregon
State University. He served as a Naval Officer for 15 years, 7 years active 4
years at sea, and three years teaching ROTC at Oregon State University.
He was active in the Sustainable Forestry Roundtable, as well as several
professional organizations such as the Society of American Foresters,
American Fisheries Society, the Wildlife Society, and numerous conservation
organizations. He serves on the Board of Institute for Culture and Ecology,
and is on the Advisory Board for the College of Forestry and Conservation,
University of Montana.
He was a certified forester and wildlife biologist who is retired from the USDA
Forest Service. His Forest Service career started as a Forest Biologist on
the Siuslaw National Forest in Oregon, and led him through several
increasingly responsible staff positions in the Intermountain Region, Alaska,
and the Washington Office. While in the Washington Office, he held
positions as Chief Operating Officer, Deputy Chief for State and Private
Forestry, and headed up a national research unit. From 1994 to 1998, he was the Regional Forester in
Alaska, during which time he was responsible for updating the Tongass Plan. Phil retired in July, 2003
Phil Janik joined the SFI External Review Panel in 1998 as a national representative from the USDA Forest
Service. It is a group of 18 academics, professionals, and public agency representatives that was
constituted in 1995 to provide an "outside" review process for the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI). The
SFI program was created by the American Forest & Paper Association, and has become an internationally
recognized forest certification scheme that now affects some 150 million acres of forestland in the U.S. and
Canada. The ERP is widely credited with assisting in the creation of a scientifically credible, environmentally
responsible, and economically achievable standard of sustainable forest management.
Phil continued to serve on the Panel following his retirement, and was elected Chairman in 2005. He was
actively planning for the Panel's upcoming meeting in May when he came down with his final illness.

David Michael “Dave” Jay

October 4, 1936 to April 10, 2022

Former Forest Service Employee (Retired)
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Early 1960s
Around 1965

Location
Tiller Ranger District - Umpqua National
Forest
Wind River – Gifford Pinchot National
Forest

Position(s)

Multiple other postings including fire
management in the US and overseas.

Biography
David Michael Jay was born Oct. 4, 1936, in Manistique, MI. He passed away
April 10, 2022, peacefully of natural causes. Dave leaves behind his wife Elva,
who lovingly spent many great years together traveling and enjoying
retirement. He is survived by his children, Gayle (Jonah), Diane (Phil), Jim
(Kelli), Russell (Tina); and their mother, Sara Shaw. He is also survived by
Elva’s children, Lisa, Mark (Carole), Brother Jack (Linda); and 15 grandchildren.
Dave was preceded in death by his parents, James and Alene Jay; and his sister,
Marilyn.
Dave grew up on ranger stations in the Midwest and attended Southern Illinois
University and the University of Michigan with a B.S in Forestry in 1959. In
1973, Dave received a M.S. in Wild Land Fire Science from the University of
Washington. Dave’s Forest Service career started at age 16 on a forest fire crew.
After college, his first assignments were on national forest in the Pacific N.W.
Later assignments included the management of large wildfires, fire detail overseas and increasing
responsible administrative positions across the country. He retired as a senior executive in California in
December of 1991.
Dave had many hobbies and volunteer activities during his 30-year retirement. He first joined Rotary in
Susanville, CA, in 1980. He held many positions including District Governor in 2007-2008. Dave and Elva,
are Paul Harris Fellows and Benefactors. They have participated in Friendship Exchanges and have hosted
numerous Rotarians and visitors from other countries.
As an accomplished wood worker, Dave made many furniture pieces for he and Elva, Rotary auctions,
friends and family. In his last few years, he shared many annual salmon fishing trips with his three sons in
Campbell River, BC. Fortunately, Dave was able to spend many years with Elva hosting all of their children
and many grandchildren in their beautiful home they built up on the ridge in La Center, WA.

George M. Jemison

1908-2002

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
-1969

Location
Washington Office

Position(s)
Deputy Chief, Research

Biography
George Jemison died in Medford, OR, on December 8, 2002, at age 94. He retired from the USFS in 1969 as
Deputy Chief of Research in the WO, then was a Professor at Oregon State University, College of Forestry
until 1975.
George was well known in the Forest Profession in this country and Internationally. He was a Fellow in the
Society of American Foresters and the first American President of the International Union of Forest Research
Organizations. During his career, he received numerous Awards and Honorary Degrees from National and
International Forestry Groups, the USDA, and Universities.

Arthur B. Johnson

1921-2001

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1940-1941
Summers
1949 Summer
1950
1951-1952
1953-1954
1954
1954
1956
1956-1960
1960-1976

Location
Coeur 'd Alene National Forest
Coeur 'd Alene National Forest
Coeur 'd Alene National Forest Kingston
Ranger District
Coeur 'd Alene National Forest Kingston
Ranger District
Coeur 'd Alene National Forest, Kingston
Ranger District
Kaniksu National Forest, Sandpoint
Ranger District
Kaniksu National Forest, Bonners Ferry
Ranger District
St. Joe National Forest, Calder Ranger
District
St. Joe National Forest, Avery Ranger
District
Clearwater National Forest, Supervisors
Office

Biography

INFORMATION PENDING

Position(s)
Blister Rust Program
Fire crews & smoke chasing
Prevention Guard
Jr. Forester
Forester
Assistant Ranger
Assistant Ranger
Assistant Ranger
Ranger
Ranger
Staff Officer

John W. (Bill) Johnson

1916-1968

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

1945-1947
1947-

Location
Bitterroot National Forest, Magruder &
Darby Ranger Districts
Cabinet National Forest, Plains Ranger
District
Nez Perce National Forest, Selway/Middle
Fork District

Position(s)

Assistant Ranger
Assistant Ranger

-1958

Nez Perce National Forest, Middle Fork
District Lolo National Forest

Ranger

1958-1966
1966-1968

Lolo National Forest
Regional Office, Missoula

Fire Staff Officer
Division of Fire Control

Biography
Bill began his forest service career with summer employment in the
Bitterroot National Forest. He worked on the Magruder and Darby
Districts.
He received a B.S. degree in forestry from the University of Mon tana in
1938.
Bill was married to Barbara Shellhamer in September 1941 in Hamilton,
Montana.
He served in the Army Engineers from November 1941 to November
1945. Three years of his duty was spent in the Aleution Islands.
His Forest Service career was as follows:
1945-1947 on the Cabinet National Forest most of this time as Assistant
Ranger on the Plains District.
1947-1958 on the Nez Perce National Forest; as Assistant Ranger on the Selway / Middle Fork District and
as Ranger on the Middle Fork District.
1958-1966 Fire Staff Officer on the Lolo National Forest, Missoula. 1966-1968 Division of Fire Control,
Regional Office, Missoula.

Ray E. Johnson

1908-1993

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1923
1936-1942
1943-1948
1948-1951
1951 - 1954
1954-1956
1956
1957-1970

Location
CCC Program
Pike National Forest, South Platte Ranger
District
Pike National Forest, Supervisors Office
Pike National Forest, South Platte Ranger
District
Pike National Forest, South Platte Ranger
District
Pike National Forest, Monument Nursery
Pike National Forest, South Park Ranger
District

Position(s)
Temporary Employee
General District Assistant (GDA)

District Ranger

District Ranger

Biography
Ray E. Johnson, 85, died February 1, 1993, in Apache Junction, Arizona. He retired in July, 1970, from the
position of South Park District Ranger, of the Pike National Forest with 37 years of federal service.
He began his Forest Service career in 1923 at the age of 15, as a temporary employee earning $1.50 a day.
His career ranged from unskilled laborer to district ranger, all on the Pike National Forest.
He worked with the CCC program from 1936 to 1942. In 1943, he was promoted to general district assistant
(GOA) on the South Platte District where he remained, until reassigned to the supervisor’s office in 1948. He
returned to the South Platte District in 1951 and was later promoted (1954) to district ranger.
In 1956, he became nursery administrator of the Monument Nursery, where he became the man-on-theground in many of the tree planting projects performed on the Pike National Forest. He transferred to the
South Park District in Fairplay as district ranger in 1957, where he remained until his retirement.

Richard F. (Dick) Johnson

1921-2001

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Angles National Forest, Saugus Ranger
District
Angles National Forest
San Bernardino National Forest

Regional Office, San Francisco
Washington Office
Northeast Region and State & Private
Forestry

Position(s)
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
Assistant Fire Dispatcher
Fire Prevention, Law Enforcement and l&E
Officer
Fire Training and Fire Prevention Officer
Assistant Director of the Smokey Bear
Program
Director l&E
Director of National Media East for the Forest
Service

Biography
Richard F. 'Dick' Johnson passed away in Oceanside, California April 9, 2001 of cancer. He was 80 years of
age and a 32-year veteran of the Forest Service.
Dick started his career in the early 1940s in the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) on the Saugus District of
the Angeles NF. His career included Assistant Fire Dispatcher on the Angeles Fire Prevention, Law
Enforcement and l&E officer on the San Bernardino NF, Fire Training and Fire Prevention Officer for Region
5 in San Francisco, Assistant Director of the Smokey Bear Program in the Washington Office, l&E Director
for the Northeast Region and State and Private Forestry, and retired in the position of Director of National
Media East for the Forest Service.
On his retirement he was presented with the Silver Smokey Bear Statuette Award by the National Committee
on Forest Fire Prevention.
After retirement he operated his own mail order business in Smokey Bear Products from his home in
Oceanside. CA. The past five years he had been a very active volunteer in local community cable television
Station KOCT as a host director and producer of a successful senior citizen television series.

Alice Goen Jones
1912-2010

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
One of the first women to be hired by the Forest Service, Alice was two years into her master's work in
Forestry at UC Berkeley, when she was offered a job as a Junior Forester, with the Research Branch of the
Forest Service in Washington DC. She later returned to Berkeley to accept her BA in Forestry in 1937, and
became the fifth woman to graduate from UC Berkeley with a degree in Forestry. By her own reckoning,
Alice was the ninth woman to earn a forestry degree in the United States.
Her decision to enter the natural sciences was no lark, she once said. As a child growing up in Providence
R.I. she spent summers on her grandparent's 100-acre dairy farm in New Hampshire, a time she recalled as
her first real connection with rural life.
Later, as the wife of Forest Ranger Horace Jones, she never let her interest in Forestry lag. She said she
eventually began to spend more time in the back country than her desk-bound husband. When Horace was
transferred to the Trinity National Forest in 1950, Alice began a 45-year love affair with the wilderness.
She led her children on week long backpacking trips through the Trinity Alps high country, eventually turning
to photography to record her experiences. "I got to know these Trinity Alps better than my husband did," she
said "because he was stuck behind a desk, while I got out there and hiked those mountains until I'd logged
3000 miles- and then I stopped counting."
Alice was a Trinity National Forest activist, well-known author and historian, fine landscape artist, working in
oils, and Trinity County Citizen of the Year in 1981.
She was the photographer and author of Flowers and Trees of the Trinity Alps, a 330-picture guidebook that
is admired by flora enthusiasts for its unique organization by "Flower color" rather than by "flower name."
Her obituary in the Trinity Trails, Newsletter of the Trinity County Historical Society, summed up her life:
Alice G. Jones, Grand Lady of the Forest, Exchanges Wilderness for Heaven at 98.

Horace Dixon Jones

1911-1987

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1937
1950
-1967

Location
Big Bear Lake, California
Trinity National Forest
Shasta-Trinity National Forest

Position(s)
Fire Control Officer
District Ranger

Biography
Horace Dixon Jones began his career with the Forest Service in 1937 near Big Bear Lake, California. On
May 15, 1950, Horace transferred to the Trinity National Forest where he continued to serve as a fire control
officer. When the Trinity Forest joined with the Shasta Forest, Horace remained in Weaverville where he
became the District Ranger. Horace retired in 1967, though he remained active as a fine woodworker.
Alice Goen Jones, Horace's wife, was the ninth woman in the United States to graduate in Forestry and the
third graduate of the Forestry program at UC Berkeley. She began her Forest Service career at the Division
of Research in Washington, D.C. Botanist, author, photographer and painter.

William V. Jones
1925 - 2014

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

1951

Oak Knoll Ranger District, Klamath NF, R5

Junior Forester

1952

Bogard Ranger District, Lassen NF, R5

Assistant District Ranger

1955

Stonyford Ranger District, Mendocino NF, R5

District Ranger

1958

Mendocino NF, R5

Timber Management Officer

1963

Regional Office, R5

Lands Officer

1964

Washington Office

Lands Officer

1968

Regional Office, R5

Head of Land Exchange Division

1970

Shasta-Trinity NF, R5

Deputy Forest Supervisor

1970 - 1980

Lassen National Forest

Forest Supervisor

Biography
Bill's young life was spent in North Fork, California where his father was the Forest Service District Ranger.
When he was in junior high school, the family moved to Yreka, California where he was made instantly
popular with the local kids, who embraced him and his ability to play honky-tonk piano.
He served in the U.S. Army, 12th Armored Division Hellcats, during World War II. He worked for the Forest
Service for 30 years, retiring at age 55, to Redding, California. Bill was the first third generation forester of
the Forest Service. He graduated from Oregon State, Collage of Forestry, in 1951.
He topped off his career as Forest Supervisor of the Lassen National Forest, retiring in 1980. Of all the
positions he filled in his Forest Service career, he liked being the Timber Management Officer the most.
He took the family camping, fishing and water-skiing, and he taught the family to play golf. He and his
wife Patsy golfed well into their 80's. He loved to fly fish by himself, up Slate Creek, where he would
boulder hop all day, and come back with enough fish for the family dinner.
Bill loved to play the piano, and would serenade the family to sleep many a night.

Charles “Dick” Joy
1931-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1953-1989

Location
Squaw Peak Ranger District
Gardiner Ranger District, Gallatin NF
MT, CA, D.C., WI

Position(s)
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
Recreation Staff

Biography
Charles Richard “Dick” Joy, a resident of Missoula, passed away Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2015, in Missoula. Dick
was born in Missoula on Oct. 16, 1931, to Charles Albert Joy of the U.S. Forest Service and Doris Mae
(Duffield) Joy, a teacher. He passed unexpectedly and suddenly of a brain aneurysm, without pain or
suffering. He was happy at 84 years of age, having that week enjoyed a jolly birthday dinner with family and
a beautiful drive up the Lolo and Lochsa in western Montana/Idaho to enjoy the fall colors.
He was raised and attended schools in Butte and Missoula, Colorado, New Mexico and California,
graduating from Berkeley (California) High in 1949. He briefly attended San Francisco State College and
then transferred to the University of Montana, where he graduated in 1954 with a Bachelor of Science
degree in forestry.
At the University of Montana, Dick received an officer’s commission in the Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army.
He was a Korean War veteran serving on active duty in the U.S. Army from 1954 to 1956 in the Panama
Canal Zone.
Dick proudly worked for the U.S. Forest Service for over 36 years. He served in various positions in southcentral Montana including riding summer range in the Gravelly Mountains on the Madison National Forest,
assistant ranger at the Squaw Peak Ranger District, district ranger on the Gardiner Ranger District of the
Gallatin National Forest, and as recreation staff in Montana, California, Washington, D.C., and Wisconsin. He
retired from the Forest Service in 1989 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and moved to Grand Junction, Colorado.
He was known and respected for his work with wilderness and the organization of the 25th anniversary
celebration of the Wilderness Act.
He married Mary Davis Watson in September 1957; they were divorced in 1984. In November 1986, Dick
married M. Virginia "Ginger" Reeves in Milwaukee. They were divorced in April 2002 at Grand Junction. In
2002 Dick moved to London, Ontario, Canada, to be with his partner, Jane H. MacKinnon. He moved “home”
to Missoula in August 2014, where he enjoyed the Grizzly Peak Retirement Community and Missoula Elder
Care.
Survivors include his two daughters by his first marriage, Janné M. Joy of Missoula and Jannette Joy Hale
and husband Buzz Hale of Victor. Also surviving are his only sibling, Adriann D. Odil of Cumberland,
Wisconsin, and her two children; his Langton family cousins of Victor; Duffield cousins and Joy cousins; and
the MacKinnon family in London, Ontario.
Dick enjoyed the hobby of genealogy, having published his extensive work in tracing his maternal and
paternal family histories. He loved photography and liked to share his collection of photographs from
worldwide travels. He enjoyed being an active member of the Redlands Lions Club of Grand Junction. He
was a life member of the American Forestry Association; the University of Montana Alumni and the School of
Forestry Alumni Associations; and member of the Society of American Foresters.

Raymond W. Karr
1924-2014

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1948-1953
1953-

Location
Troy, Montana
Kootenai National Forest
Sitka Alaska
Butte, Montana
Washington, D.C.
Missoula, Montana

Position(s)
Forester
District Ranter
Forest Supervisor
Head of Wilderness and Wild
Area Studies
Assistant Regional Forester

Biography
Dr. Raymond W. Karr was born November 4, 1924 to Peter and Eda Karr. Ray attended St. Pauls Lutheran
Elementary School. He graduated from Poviso Township High School in Maywood, Illinois in 1942.World
War II broke out and Ray served his country from 1942-1946 in the U.S. Navy. He volunteered as a
submarine sailor with the rank of Torpedo man. His submarine, the U.S.S. Parche, under Commander
Ramage in the Pacific War Theatre became one of the highest decorated ships of the Navy. Ray received
nine wartime medals and decorations for his service on the Parche. Stephen Moor records his battle
experience in the book "Silent Warriors".
After the war, as a civilian, Ray returned to school, attending college at the University of Illinois and
University of Montana earning a B.S. in Forestry. In later years, he completed a Master's of Science in
Environmental Sciences and a PH.D. in Forestry. Ray started his forestry work in 1948 in Troy, Montana. IN
1953, he became a professional forester on the Kootenai National Forest followed by service as District
Ranger in Sitka, Alaska; Forest Supervisor in Butte, Montana; head of Wilderness and Wild Area Studies in
Washington, D.C. and Assistant Regional Forester in Missoula, Montana. Throughout this time, he authored
"Forests for People" University of Michigan Press. Co-authored with Michael Frome, "Search for Solitude"
US Gov. Printing Office. Co-authored with John Grove, "Timber Management Plan" Bitterroot National Forest
1968. Planned and wrote Sitka and Ketchidan's Timber Management Plans 1958, Tongass National Forest,
Alaska. He also authored a number of technical papers on Forest Service Administration relating to the inservice public involvement process.
In 1953, Ray first met Jane Karr (Eureka, MT) at the University of Montana. They married in 1954. They
have three children: R. Peter Karr (Denver, Co), Eda Lyn Karr (Stevensville, MT) and Raylene Saur
(Anchorage, AK). Peter and Raylene are alumni of the University of Montana and Eda graduated from Cal.
State. Ray retired from the US Forest Service in 1984 and continued working as a consulting forester
cruising timber and researching Grizzly Bear habitat field studies for the next four years. Ray also ranched
with his partner of many years, Steve Sherrick, in the Bitterroot Valley, east of Stevensville, MT. As Ravalli
County volunteers, Ray, Gary Nelson, and Ron McCann developed and digitized the Ravalli County road

inventory. Ray enjoyed trout fishing for 26 years highlighted with annual trips to the Big Hole with Dale Burke
and Steve Yurich. He also enjoyed big game hunting with long-time friends Don Durland and Glen
Beckman. When no in Montana he loved hiking the island of Maui with Louie Rosado. Near the end of his
life, he was proud to participate in the last Big Sky Honor Flights with his friends Al Adams and Scott Drake.
Through all the years, he filled his life with the love of many animals. He was passionate about his many
pets from snakes to horses, but especially dogs. During the last few years his companion dog, Panda, made
sure he had help as he walked the fields of his neighborhood.

Billy Gene Keith
1937-2018

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1963-1997

Location
Intermountain Region

Position(s)
Bridge Engineer

Biography
Bill was born on September 27, 1937, in Terre Haute, Indiana, to Thelma and
Herschel Keith and is the oldest of four children. He graduated from Weber
High School and attended the University of Maryland and Weber State
College.
He married his sweetheart, Julia Rae Peterson (Judi) on April 29, 1960, in the
Salt Lake LDS Temple. After living in Washington D.C, and then Ogden,
Utah, they moved to Roy, in 1964, and have lived there for 54 years.
Bill and Judi were blessed with four children: Dan, Diane, Susanne and
Shannon.
He served his country as a Marine for eight years and then worked on Hill Air
Force Base as an Engineering Technician Supervisor. Upon finding his dream
job as a Bridge Engineer, he lived out his passion until he retired from the U.S. Forest Service after 40 years
of service. His family was his great love and he enjoyed camping with them, fishing, hunting, mountain man
rendezvous, scouting and his beloved family history.
He was a devoted member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and loved serving in various
callings throughout the years. He has passed on his legacy of a strong testimony of Jesus Christ and the
urgency he felt to bridge our family's heritage--past to present.

Aaron E. (Gene) Kemble
1929-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)

1949
1955
1957
1961
1967
1969
1979

Location

Kenworthy Guard Station San Jacinto District
San Bernardino
Windy Knob Guard Station Cajon District
Lytle Creek Ranger Station
Arroyo Seco District of Angeles National Forest
San Bernardino National Forest
Retired

Position(s)

Foreman
Dispatcher
Foreman
District Fire Mgmt
District Fire Mgmt Officer
Asst. Forest Fire Mgmt Officer

Biography
Aaron E. (Gene) Kemple was born on a farm near Crawfordsville, Indiana
in 1929. His father suffered from the effects of mustard gas in Europe
during WWI and was unable to do much physical work. At an early age,
Gene learned farming, harnessing and handling teams of horses and
running a tractor to help his father. He ran a very successful trap line and
milked cows by hand before going to school. A 4-H member he raised
prize-winning cattle and hogs.
Gene and his family moved to Big Bear Lake, California in 1945 hoping
the dry climate would relieve his father's breathing problems. Gene
began his 34-year career in the U.S. Forest Service at Big Bear on the
San Bernardino National Forest, at the age of 16. World War II was in
progress and the Forest Service was short of able-bodied men so farm boys who knew how to work and
handle tools were in high demand. Gene was hired immediately and as he was signing his name in the
District Office, the fire siren blew and he was off to his first fire. He graduated from Big Bear High School
and attended Cal Poly at San Luis Obispo.
In 1949, Gene married Phyllis Richter and at age 20, had his first assignment as foreman at the Kenworthy
Guard Station on the San Jacinto District (California). The station was in beautiful remote Garner Valley
where their two daughters, Ellen and Julia, were born. A lifetime love of horseback riding, camping, hiking,
and enjoying outdoor life began and continues for both girls to this day. Six years later Gene was transferred
to the dispatchers Office in San Bernardino where he spent 2 years but he missed action on the fire line.
From there he transferred to Windy Knob, a guard station on the Cajon District. In 1961, a Lytle Creek
Ranger Station, he was promoted to District Fire Management Officer on the Cajon. Six years later, due to
his outstanding record in wild land fire control, he became the first non-professional GS-11 District Fire
Management Officer in the nation, on the Arroyo Seco District of the Angeles National Forest. Two years
later he transferred back to the San Bernardino National Forest as Assistant Forest Fire Management
Officer. In 1977, Gene helped develop the Forest Service Incident Command System, which is used today
for emergency situations by other agencies as well as fire management.

In 1979, Gene retired from the Forest Service and started a successful Christmas tree farm in the high desert
in Hesperia, California where the couple built their dream home. As a side interest, Phyllis and he had
begun digging and collecting old bottles in 1966, which shared their love of antiques. They developed and
antique business that involved traveling across the country buying, selling and trading until 2000.
In 2003 they moved to Cortez, Colorado to be near their daughter, Julia and husband, Elias. Gene's long
time interest in Native American Culture was enhanced with the move. For five years they enjoyed visiting
the Ancient site in the Four Corners area and seeing the scenic wonders of the Rocky Mountains, until his
health began to fail.

Jon Kennedy
1934-2010

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)

Location
Wyoming Region 5
Stanislaus National Forest Region 5
WO Division
Stanislaus National Forest Region 5

Sacramento

Position(s)
Forest Engineer
Design & Asst Regional Engineer
Division Engineer
Regional Engineer
Director of the Office of Planning
and Budget
Served under Zane Smith

Biography
Jon worked for the Forest Service for 42 Years, with assignment in Wyoming, in Region 5 as Forest
Engineer and on the Stanislaus National Forest in the Regional Office, R5 as Design Engineer and Assistant
Regional Engineer. Jon did a stint in the WO, as Division of Engineering and returned to Region 5, as the
Regional Engineer.
Jon moved over to Director of the Office of Planning and Budget for a few years. He then moved to
Sacramento, and established an office to represent the Regional Forester on matter of state government.
Jon contributed greatly to the RARE 11 project, and land use planning. He was an effective participant and
leader in the Women's Consent Decree.
Zane Smith, his Regional Forester for the final years of his career, summed up Jon's contributions: "He was
a team player supreme, and an advisor of extraordinary insight."

Michael A. Kerrick

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Several over a 37.5 year career- see biography below

Position(s)

Michael started as a seasonal
employee during college and
retired as the Supervisor on the
Willamette National Forest

Biography
Michael A. Kerrick began his career in Forestry as a student at the
University of Minnesota School of Forestry. Graduating with a BS in
Forest Management in 1954. Mike began his career with the Forest
Service in 1952 as a summer seasonal employee on the Willamette NF
and returned in 1953 between his Junior and Senior year at Minnesota.
Mike trekked West again after graduation to be a Junior Forester on
the Lowell District of the Willamette NF. A year later Mike and Sue, his
life partner were married; together they raised 7 remarkable children as
they moved around the West during a 37.5 year professional career
that spanned 3 Forest Service Regions and Five National Forests.
Mike served as Forest Supervisor on the Coconino NF in R-3 and
retired after more than 10 years as Supervisor of the Willamette NF. As
a line officer he felt strongly about developing and mentoring future
leaders of the Forest Service and developed programs to facilitate that
objective. He chaired the Management Development program
committee in Region 6 for many years. Mike took special pride in the
placement of over a dozen District Rangers through-out the Region
during his stay on the Willamette.
Mike was deeply involved in the Forest Planning effort on the Forest. At an early stage in the planning
process he formed a diverse group charged with developing consensus land allocations for special places
and later formed another diverse group to review the standards and guidelines. At an early stage in his
nd
career he developed an interest in research. In the 2 half of the 50's mike served as a staff assistant on the
Blue river RD home of the HJ Andrews Experimental Forest and rubbed shoulders with many of the young
researchers working at this important experimental forest established in 1948. The first couple decades were
dedicated to working on how to best manage the coniferous forest on the west side of Region 6. Early work
focused on roading, harvest systems, regeneration and impact on watersheds; his interests were in
technology transfer. When Mike returned to the District as District Ranger in the late 60's the research had
become broader and the Andrews was selected as the site for basic research as the representative of the
western Coniferous Biome. When he returned as the Willamette Forest supervisor in 1980 the Andrews had
been selected as one of a network of Long Term Ecological Research sites across the Nation. The focus now
was on understanding the ecosystem functions of the diverse forest represented on the Andrew's EF. Mike
was interested on how this work might tie into the standards and guidelines being developed for the forest
plan. He established a liaison position on the forest to work closely with the research community to that end.

Mike was a member of various task forces during his career and earned a number of awards the most
important one came in June of 1991, just after retirement, when he was recognized by the USDA with the
Distinguished Service Award for providing exceptional leadership which is guiding the Willamette NF into a
new era of natural resource management. The highest award the department gives.
Mike believed strongly in being a member of the community he lived in, serving as president of several Lions
clubs, community centers, member of Rotary Clubs and was a director of the Oregon Trail Council BSA and
chaired the Councils National Jamboree Committee for many years.
Mike Joined the Society of American Forests in 1954 and remains a member. Over the years he served as
chapter Chair of two Chapters, is a long-term member of the Oregon SAF Policy committee and served as its
chair for many years. He served a 3year term on the National SAF Policy committee. He was awarded a
Fellow of the Society in 1987. He was a member of the National SAF Task Force on Sustaining Long Term
Forest Health and Productivity which recommended that the Society look toward a landscape
level/Ecosystem management approach in its 1992 Report, which was controversial at the time but during
the ensuing years many of the report recommendations have been accepted. In 1999 he was given the Life
Time Achievement Award by the Oregon SAF.
Mike has been involved for many years in restoration activities at the Historic Fish Lake Remount Depot, was
a founding member of the Friends of Fish Lake; a non-profit public corporation and served as its president for
many years. He was recognized for his efforts as he stepped down from being President by both the Forest
and the Region. He remains an active member of the Board of directors.
Mike shared his passion of the outdoors with friends and family. He backpacked, camped and skied across
the west. He integrated his children, forest service family and friends into hobbies and activities in the
th
outdoors. Recently a group of friends and family celebrated the 50 annual spring ski trip to Mt. Bachelor
Oregon. Mike skied as recently as last winter at age 84, this year he underwent knee surgery in hopes of
getting on the mountain to ski next year. His passion also includes making wine from berries and grapes he
grows in his small vineyard as well as music. He and a group of friends, including several foresters, travel to
Sun Valley each fall to enjoy the Sun Valley Jazz festival. He has always been welcoming, gregarious and
inclusive, sharing his passions with all those around him. He and his wife Sue will celebrate 62 years of
marriage in June. They are active at St. Benedicts, a church and retreat center along the McKenzie River.
For his long career and post career work in Forest Management Michael A. Kerrick is accepted to the
Museums Honor Role

Cleve C. “Red” Ketcham
1924-2005

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1949
1956-1958
1958-1961
1961-1964

Location
USFS Region 3
USFS Region 3
Boliva
Fremont Forest Region 6
USFS Washington DC

1964-1967
1967-1971
1971-1980

USFS Region 5
USFS Region 10
USFS Region 8

Position(s)
Civil Engineer
Zone Engineer
Civil Engineer
First Engineer
Leader Develp, Maint & Operations
of Roads and Trails
Asst to Regional Engineer
Regional Engineer
Regional Engineer

Biography
When Cleve was about two years old a relative called him Pete after an old stubborn mule on the ranch. His
family called him Pete for the rest of his life. Cleve’s friends nicknamed him Red due to his red hair.
Red and two friends started a church in a garage when they were about 14yrs old. A neighbor who was a
Minister preached their sermons. The church evolved into the Alameda Community Church. The Alameda
Community Church was still holding services when Red passed away in 2005. Red as a young man rode in
rodeos and was a jockey in local horse races. While attending Rice University in the 40’s Red took up
boxing and won Texas Golden Gloves Bantam Weight State Championship.
Red decided in the sixth grade he was going to be a civil engineer. After graduating from high school and
one year of college, Red joined the US Navy. Red returned to New Mexico after World War II, and attended
the University of New Mexico on a GI bill he worked almost full time and received his BS in Civil Engineering
from University of New Mexico in 1949.
In the summer of 1949 Red worked for the Corps of Engineer for two months, then transferred to USFS.
Reds first assignment in Region 3 was designing a 4-hole outhouse. Still in Region 3 Red worked on a road
project on the Sitgreaves Forest, 10 days on 4 days off. After that job he was transferred to the Santa Fe
and Carson National Forest as Zone Engineer the first Engineer on both forests. In 1956 after fighting fires
for 6 weeks, Red had an offer to go to Bolivia for a two-year contract working on the most dangerous road in
the world. Red then returned to USFS in 1958 as the first engineer on the Fremont Forest in Region 6. After
three years Red was transferred to the Washington, DC office where he was leader of the Development,
Maintenance and Operations of roads and trails for the USFS at the National level. Red transferred after
four and a half years to Region 5 as a Assistant to the Regional Engineer for three years. Red was then
moved to Region 8 as Regional Engineer and retired after seven years in 1980. Red remarked after retiring
“The Forest Service was good to me and I think I was good to them”.
Red personality was of strong opinions and didn’t always express the opinions diplomatically. Nevertheless,
he was respected for his honesty and his engineering ability. Red loved engineering but always describe
himself as just an Old Cowboy. After suffering a stroke, he seldom spoke and being told he had terminal
cancer, his last full sentence was, “I’m lucky, I have had a wonderful life.”

Harold Currie King
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Harold Currie King is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper
Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Bob Kintigh
1922-2012

Cooperator
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
1947

1961 - 2006

Location
Fremont National Forest, OR
Forestry Consultant firms, OR
Bureau of Land Management, OR
Oregon

Position(s)
Forester
Forester
Forester
Owner, Tree Farm & Nursery

Biography
Bob Kintigh was born in Pennsylvania and raised on a farm where he
first planted first trees at the age of 10. Bob graduated from the
Pennsylvania State University in 1943 with a BS in Forestry. Following
graduation, he spent nearly three years in the U.S. Navy as a line officer
on a destroyer that was involved in seven major naval engagements in
the Pacific. In 1947, Kintigh earned a Master of Forestry degree from
the University of California.
After graduation, Bob worked on the Fremont National Forest for four
months and then came to Lane County. In the period from 1947 to 1960
he worked for two consulting forestry firms, a pole company and the
Bureau of Land Management. Bob also owned and operated a custom
cabinet shop for several years. In 1961 he became a self-employed tree
farmer, nurseryman and consulting forester.
Starting in 1957 with an unproductive "stump ranch" located east of
Springfield in the McKenzie valley, Bob developed it into a business
called “Kintigh' s Mountain Home Ranch” that produced Christmas trees,
1990 Photo
nursery stock and timber. The ranch has a reputation for producing the
finest of Christmas trees and high-quality seedlings. In 1992 Bob was the
grower of the National Grand Champion Christmas tree and had the honor of furnishing a tree for the Blue
Room of the White House. In 1995 sons Mark and Dan were made major partners in the family business.
Under a partnership, Kintigh Family Limited, the family manages 249 acres of timberland. These lands are
managed for the production of timber products on a sustainable basis. Periodic harvests our made when
market conditions are satisfactory. Tours of our timberlands are frequently given to both timberland
managers and the general public.
Bob is the only forester to ever have served in the Oregon Senate, serving from 1987 until 1999. After
leaving the Senate and becoming “semi-retired” he spent considerable time writing and conducting forestry
tours.
In 2005 Bob was selected as the Oregon Tree farmer of the Year and in 2006 was named Western Regional
Outstanding Tree Farmer.

Walt Kirchner
1924 - 2007

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
1948 – 1952
1952 – 1957
1957 – 1962
1962 – 1979

Location
Plumas National Forest, CA
Sierra national Forest, CA
Regional Office R-5, San Francisco, CA
Sequoia National Forest, CA

Position(s)
Fire Control Officer, TMA
Asst. Ranger & Ranger
Timber Management Assistant
Timber Management Officer

Biography
Walt grew up in San Francisco where he excelled in 'shop" classes and in sports, especially baseball on the
Balboa High School team. He began his working career with Pacific Lumber Company in Scotia, CA as an
apprentice boilermaker and played baseball for their semi-pro team. His work and family camping trips to
Yosemite National Park developed his strong interest in the land and forests. Encouraged by his Scotia
teammates, he applied for and received a baseball scholarship to Oregon State College in order to pursue a
major in forestry. There he joined the Navy V -12 program and received his commission as Ensign and was
called to active duty in 1945 and assigned to a destroyer with duty in the Pacific Theatre.
Following his discharge from active duty he returned to OSU and received a B. S. Forestry degree in 1948.
He began his career that year with the Forest Service on the Plumas National Forest and was immediately
added to their baseball team. His four years on the Plumas provided a variety of assignments as Prevention
Patrolman, District Fire Control Officer and timber sales specialist assisting various ranger districts and the
Supervisor Office. In 1952 he moved to the Sierra National Forest where he served as Assistant Ranger, Fire
Control Officer, Timber Management Assistant and District Ranger.
Walt moved to the California Regional Office in 1957 where he was involved in developing timber
management plans for almost all of the region's forests, conducted timber sale evaluations, developed
marking rules for harvesting and trained field people throughout the California Region.
In 1962 he moved to the Sequoia Forest as Timber Management Officer where he remained until his
retirement in 1979. His performance on the Sequoia Forest earned him a reputation as a consummate
professional in all phases of the job - as an instructor, as a scientist, as a target achiever and as a
demanding leader in timber sale preparation, sale administration and reforestation. He set very high
standards and built a corps of followers because he was so well prepared and produced excellent results.
His passion for performance excellence was readily transferred to those who desired to meet his standards.
Loggers and fellow workers alike for his “exacting standards” and strict enforcement of contract provisions
knew Walt.
In spite of his full commitment to the forest management job, he continued to qualify for and accept
assignments in large forest fire suppression. He became a fully qualified Fire Boss in 1964 after moving
through all of the various preparatory fire suppression jobs.

His outstanding performances year after year earned him the 1979 Regional Forester's Award for Sustained
Efforts, Initiative and Leadership in the execution of timber management programs throughout California. In
1978 Walt received the Society of American Foresters A ward, (Southern California Section), as Forester of
the Year - For Outstanding Service to Forestry. "Better” applied forestry was not only his career but his
lifelong passion.
Throughout his life, Walt continued with his expert wood craftsmanship to build many fine pieces of furniture.
Shortly after retirement he began building his retirement home and completed the home in six years, all of it
meeting his craftsmanship standards. He never lost interest in baseball and often involved his children in
playing a game or going to a ball game with the family. His second wife Barbara and his two children survive
Walt.

Ralph Dana Kizer, Jr.
1927-2003

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1956 1963 - 1966

Location
First Forest Service employment
Superior District, Lolo NF, Superior MT
Nezperce NF, Grangeville, ID

1966 - 1969
1969 - 1971
1971 - 1973
1973 - 1983

Eastern Region (R-9), Milwaukee, WI
Ottawa NF, Ironwood MI
Kaniksu NF, Sandpoint ID
Panhandle NF, Coeur d'Alene, ID

Position(s)
District Ranger
Assistant Forest Supervisor for Timber
Management
Administrative Management
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Ralph Kizer Jr. received a BS in Forestry at the University of Idaho and
continued his educate with graduate studies at the University of Montana.
He began a career with the Forest Service in 1956, following in his
father's footsteps.
He served as Forest Supervisor of the Panhandle National Forest, serving
27 years with the Forest Service and retiring in 1983 at 56 years old. During
his career, he moved from Forest Ranger in Superior Montana to Forest
Supervisor positions in three national forests - Ottawa National Forest in
Ironwood, Michigan, Kaniksu National Forest in Sandpoint Idaho and the
Panhandle National Forest in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho.
Ralph loved the outdoors and was an avid hunter and fisherman. He is
survived by his wife Darlene, son Bruce, daughter Diane Hernon, stepson
K.C. Jones and stepdaughters Darla Parayno, Paula Smyly, and Jana
Talley.

Jean Paul Kruglewicz

1943 - 2010

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1967-1969
1969-1971
1971-1975
1975-1977
1977-1978
1978-2004

Location
Lee District, George Washington NF, VA
Warm Springs District, George Washington NF, VA
Etowah District, Cherokee NF, TN
Supervisors Office, Francis Marian Sumter NF, SC
Stanton District, Daniel Boone NF, KY
Southern Regional Office, Region 8, GA

Position(s)
GS-5 Forester
Timber Management
Assistant Ranger
Forester Staff Officer
District Ranger
Planning, Appeals and Litigation

Biography
Jean Paul (Krugie) Kruglewicz was born in Gardner, Massachusetts on
November 24, 1943. He began to pursue his passion for forestry by attending
Stockbridge School of Agriculture and becoming a member of Alpha Tau
Gamma fraternity at the University of Massachusetts, where he earned an
Associate Degree in Arboriculture and Park Management.
Jean then attended the University of Georgia, School of Forestry, earning a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Forestry. During his time at UGA, he also
worked in the Southeast Experimental Station Research Lab and spent a
summer working for the Massachusetts Division of Forestry.
Jean’s career with the US Forest Service began January 1967 on the Lee
District in Edinburg, Virginia as a GS-5 Forester in timber management. Two years later, he moved to the
Warm Springs District in Warm Springs, Virginia as a timber management assistant. Jean’s next position
was Assistant Ranger in Recreation in Etowah, Tennessee on the Hiwassee Ranger District of the Cherokee
National Forest. During one of his details, that of YCC Camp Director on the Hiwassee district, he received
an award for outstanding performance.
In 1971, Jean was promoted to Forester Hydrologist in the Supervisor’s Office of the Francis Marion Sumter
National Forest in Columbia, South Carolina, where he wrote the plan for the forest. In 1976, Jean
completed the Administrative Managerial Program for National Resource Managers at Penn State.
Jean moved to Stanton Kentucky in the summer of 1977 as District Ranger of the Stanton District of the
Daniel Boone National Forest. He loved working on the forest and meeting all the challenges of Ranger’s
duties.
1978 brought another promotion to the Southern Regional office in Planning in Atlanta, Georgia where he
worked in environmental coordination, NEPA, appeals, and litigation. Jean’s experience and hard work
brought numerous awards for land and resource management planning, as well as honors and awards for:
superior performance for the red-cockaded woodpecker comprehensive plan for National Forests in Texas,
leadership as case coordination in litigation for National Forests and Grasslands in Texas, a certificate of

merit for revision of administrative appeal regulations, and an award of appreciation from the Office of
General Council.
One of the things Jean enjoyed most throughout his career was serving with the crews on numerous fires,
and in various capacities.
In January 2004 Jean retired after 37 years with the Forest Service, but his career did not end there.
Immediately after retiring, Jean consulted with the Forest Service in litigation work. He also did several types
of hurricane relief and recovery work; including helping manage a shelter in San Antonio. He also worked as
a safety officer on numerous fire details across the US, as well as on the Columbia shuttle recovery.
Jean was a longstanding member of the Society of American Foresters. While attending the national
meeting of Forest Service retirees in Missoula, Montana in 2009, he joined and began actively promoting the
National Museum of Forest Service History. Jean was also very active in the Southern Regional Retirees
Association where he served as: Vice President (1 year), President (2 years), and ex officio until his death in
August 2010.
He was awarded the Regional Foresters Award for Excellent Service posthumously in December 2010.
Jean will be most remembered for his dedication to the good of the Forest Service and his ever-enduring
sense of humor.
Jean was married for 45 years to Marian Jarrett Kruglewicz. His children are Scott Kruglewicz, Shawn
Kruglewicz, and Donna Kruglewicz Hobgood. Jean and Marian have five grandchildren.

Jacob B. Lafferty

1875 - 1965

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1903 - 1905
1906
1906 - 1920

Location
State of Idaho
Boise Forest Reserve
Weiser NF, Weiser ID

Position(s)
Land Selector
Deputy Forest Ranger
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Mr. Lafferty grew up in the Blue Mountains of central Oregon. He worked as a
logger near LaGrande, Oregon and later as a logger-teamster for a sawmill
operation in Baker City, Oregon. He attended College of Idaho in Caldwell, Idaho
1900-1901. He worked as land selector (in-lieu lands) 1903-1905 for state of
Idaho. Lafferty selected most of the forestlands now making up Idaho's State
Forest.
Excerpts from Lafferty's memoirs follows:
Following employment as a land selector for the State of Idaho, I visited the 1905
World's Fair in Portland, Oregon before returning to Idaho. That same year the
government created several forest reserves in Idaho, and in the fall a Civil Service
examination for Forest Supervisor was held in Idaho City.

J. B. Lafferty
1909 Age 34

In 1905 Lafferty took a Civil Service examination for Forest Supervisor. The
examination was held in Idaho City, Idaho. He was appointed as a deputy Forest
Ranger under Major Frank Fenn, the supervisor of all Idaho's Forest Reserves.
The Weiser National Forest was created on May 10, 1906 and Lafferty was placed
in charge with headquarters in Weiser, Idaho.

As soon as I received notice of passing, I wrote to Chief Forester Gifford Pinchot
and asked for an appointment as forest ranger until there was an opening for supervisor. On April 5, 1906 I was
appointed deputy forest ranger at $1,000 a year.
On April 6,1906, I began work under Major Fenn in the Boise Reserve. My first job was to examine and report
on timber on the Boise River near Pine. I had no horse, so made the trip by train and stage. I was gone six days,
and my expenses, which I had to pay, were six dollars MORE than my salary.
I went to Weiser (Idaho), which was made headquarters, and rented the two-room Luck building. With a
typewriter, a homemade table, two chairs and some official forms, including the little green "Use Book," I began
organizing the new reserve.
When I came to Weiser I brought my bicycle with me, and during, the summer of 1906 I made frequent trips to
the field. On returning to the office, I would work from 12 to 14 hours to catch up. I had to spend considerable
time studying rules and regulations. The first two years on the Weiser Reserve I worked an average of 14 hours
a day, including Sundays.
I had a field force of 10 men in 1907. Our job was to administer that large area, to look after the grazing of
permitted stock, to prevent the grazing of unpermitted stock along the 400 miles of unfenced boundary, to

supervise the crossing of several hundred thousand head of sheep along driveways over the reserve, to look
after hundreds of applicants for timber, and to protect the reserve from fire.
My permanent men were all practical outdoorsmen. They liked the work and gave it their best. However, it
was difficult to convince the public that rangers did any real work. They thought they rode through the timber
and camped on some good trout stream most of the time. In fact, at an annual stock-growers' meeting, oneman proposed that every ranger be required to carry a hoe tied to his saddle. When he found a thistle
growing on the range he was to dismount and dig it out. The stockman said rangers had nothing to do but
ride around, and they might as well be doing something useful.
One of my first duties after taking charge of the Weiser Reserve was to bring trespass proceedings for this
illegal cutting. Iron Springs was but one of many fake mining companies.
These speculators, as well as legitimate prospectors and miners, all opposed the Reserves. They believed
prospecting would be prohibited and the use of timber for mining purposes would be greatly restricted inside
Forest boundaries.
Mr. Pinchot used his visit to Boise to call the southern Idaho supervisors together. There were 18 to 20 of us,
and whenever we were free, we would attend the Irrigation congress. This was at the time the U. S.
Reclamation Service was working on the Minidoka project, which included the Twin Falls area.
Southern Idaho citizens were enthusiastic about reclamation, and most thought the government should do
the work. Senator Heyburn opposed this and was not backward in expressing his views toward both the
Reclamation Service and the Forest Service. The applause greeting his appearance on the platform soon
cooled. Several in the audience began to hiss. The senator retorted, "Hiss, geese, if you must."
He later accused the forest officers of the hissing, and he accused Pinchot of packing the meeting with his
own brand of bureaucrats. I know that no forest officer took part in the hissing.
All stockmen were not opposed to the Reserves. Many realized the damage to the range done by
overgrazing and grazing too early. About that time [1907] the Secretary of Agriculture adopted a regulation
authorizing Forest Service recognition of advisory boards elected by livestock associations to represent
Reserve users. This was the beginning of the cooperation and soon almost very grazing allotment was represented by its advisory board.
We still had no suitable house for a ranger. In 1908 we were given an appropriation for two ranger station
dwellings at $800 each. In the fall of 1908 we built a four-room frame dwelling with rustic siding at the Mill
Creek station near Indian Valley. This was painted white with green trim and roof.
The following spring, we built a similar dwelling at Bear Creek. These attractive white and green buildings,
surrounded by stately pine trees, were the talk of the community. About this time the Weiser Reserve's area
was reduced from about one and a quarter million acres to 665,028 acres by transferring the Weiser Reserve
located in Idaho County to the Nez Perce Reserve, with head- quarters in Grangeville. That part in Valley
County was transferred to the Payette Reserve, with headquarters in Cascade.
To encourage forestry courses in schools, Pinchot requested all supervisors to find places in the organization
for students of them. He created the position of forestry student and advocated the employment of at least
one student on each forest.
Most of the students and technically trained men were from eastern schools, with no practical experience in
mountainous country. Many were not fit to take care of themselves and cold not find their way through
timber.
On many reserves they were considered a liability instead of an asset. The supervisors and rangers were
too busy to teach these "educated" men how to ride and pack a horse, how to find their way through the hills,
and how to return safe and uninjured. I was fortunate in having a technically trained man who had field
experience.

James Lancaster

1921-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1937-1940
1940-1945
1946-1949
Summer 1947
Summer 1948
Summer 1949
1949-1950
1950-1956
1956-1963
1963-1968
1968-1973

Location
Colorado National Guard Loveland, CO
Army Air Corps U.S., Britain & Europe
Ft. Collins, CO
Trout Creek, R.D., MT
Trout Creek, R.D., MT
Golden, Co
Fillmore, UT
Loa, UT
McCall, ID
Ogden, Ut
Ft. Collins, CO

1973-1976

Boise, ID

Position(s)
Battery C
Army Air Corps
Forestry Student
Fire Lookout & Smokechaser
Blister Rust Control
R.O.T.C. Camp U.S. Army Reserve
Forester
District Forest Ranger
District Forest Ranger
Fire Staff, F/C Division
National Fire Danger Rating
(NFDR) Project
NFDRS Project Leader

Biography
From 1940 until 1945 Wall Lancaster served in the Army Air Corps during World
War II stationed in the U.S., Britain and Europe. In 1946 he began attending college
with assistance from the G.I. Bill at Colorado A & M in Fort Collins, Colorado
majoring in range management. During his summers in college, he worked for the
Forest Service as a smokechaser, fire lookout and in Blister Rust control all in
Montana. His first permanent assignment was as a forester on the Fillmore District
on the Fishlake National Forest in Utah. In the next thirteen years he served as
District Forest Ranger on two ranger districts and pursued his primary interest in fire
management as a member of the fire staff in the Fire Control Division of the
Intermountain Region (Region Four). His primary task in the Regional Office was to
update Region Four’s fire danger rating system.
In 1968, Wally met with Craig Chandler, Director of Fire Research and Hank
DeBruin, National Forest Administration, Director for Fire Control, to discuss his
joining the new National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) project to be headquartered in Fort Collins,
Colorado. The Washington Office was interested in designing a system that would be strongly supported
and readily adopted by natural resource agency’s field organizations nationwide. A critical decision was
made to base the system on the physics of fire behavior rather than rely on a design that was more
empirical, that is, based on statistics from numerous test fires accomplished in the field. Basing the NFDS
system on fire behavior allowed for the use of fuel models to represent different fuel situations that were
present on wild lands nationwide. The team pioneered this approach which featured widespread use of
computers at the field level, a first for the Forest Service, which were able to quickly make complicated
calculations needed to predict future fire danger. Wally became the project leader in 1969 for the NFDR
system and the team committed itself to having a system that was operational and field ready by 1972. In
1973, in order to facilitate the implementation phase the project was moved to the Boise Interagency Fire
Center in Boise, Idaho which was rapidly becoming the center of wildfire action in the United States. Boise

had efficient air travel connections and a number of well equipped classrooms located near the airport which
makes the training aspect of system implementation easier. In December of 1976 with the NFDS system
well established in natural resource agencies across the U.S., Wally retired with his wife Mary Alice to a
small farm near Eagle, Idaho. He now lives on a farm beside the Payette River about 13 miles west of
Emmett, Idaho.

Robert G. Lancaster

1929 - 2001

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1954 -

- 1985

Location
Cajon District, San Bernardino NF, CA
Hayfork District, Shasta Trinity NF, CA
Deerlodge NF, MT
Los Padres NF, CA
Tahoe NF, CA

Position(s)
District Ranger
District Ranger
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
A California native, Bob graduated from Excelsior High School, in Norwalk, and enrolled at Fullerton J.C. He
transferred to University of California, Berkeley School of Forestry, graduating in 1951.
After three years in the Army Corps of Engineers, as a lieutenant during the Korean War, he joined the
Forest Service in 1954. He worked his way from crew foreman to Forest Supervisor, with stints in three
Forest Service regions, and the Regional Office. Bob was a District Ranger on the Cajon RD, San
Bernardino National Forest, and the Hayfork RD, on the Shasta Trinity National Forests. He was a Forest
Supervisor on the Deerlodge, Los Padres and Tahoe National Forests. He also served on the Ouachita, Six
Rivers, and Angles National Forests.
Bob was a champion of the forests, the land and its people. He was a member of the Society of American
Foresters. He was an adventurous outdoorsman, an avid reader and debater, a motorcycle enthusiast, and
a rail train buff.

Gordon Landphier

1925-2010

Department of Natural Resources
Date(s)
1954

Location
Wisconsin DNR
Tomahawk DNR
Wisconsin DNR

Position(s)
Dispatcher
Fire Equipment Development
Chief Forest Ranger

Biography
Gordon Landphier was an employee of the Wisconsin DNR, Department of
Natural Resources. Gordon (Gordy) received a degree in forestry from the
University of Minnesota in 1954. He began his career with the Wisconsin DNR
as a dispatcher in 1954 and rose progressively through ore responsible
positions to become the Chief Forest Ranger of the Protection Section in the
Division of Forestry. He retired in 1987 and passed away in May of 2010.
Throughout his career, Gordy was known for his cooperation with other
agencies including the United States Forest Service. He and a co-worker, Bill
Martini, pioneered in the use of the fire simulator and presented training
sessions at several neighboring states and the National Forests, as well as the
Nicolet and Chequamegon.
He was a strong supporter of equipment development and through the DNR
facility at Tomahawk contributed to forest fire equipment development in the
Northeast, working particularly close with the Roscommon Equipment Center
jointly sponsored by the Northeastern States.
Gordy was also one of the proponents and organizers of the Lake State Forest Fire Compact which included
two Canadian provinces. He served as chairman of the Northeast Forest Fires Supervisors and the
aforementioned Lake States Compact. In all of these roles, as well as Chief of the Wisconsin fire
organization he was known for his cooperative efforts with other fire protection agencies. Gordon Landphier
contributed greatly to the advancement of the wildfire protection program in the United States and to the
Mission of the Forest Service.

John (Jack) J. Lavin

1929 - 2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1955-1957
1957-1962
1962-1965
1965-1967

Location
Targhee National Forest, St. Anthony, ID
Sawtooth National Forest, Hailey, ID
Sawtooth National Forest, Twin Falls, ID
USFS Headquarters, Washington, D.C.

1967-1972
1973-1979
1979-1988

Shoshone National Forest
Toiyabe National Forest
Boise National Forest

Position(s)
Forester, Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
Forest Staff Officer
Assistant Director, Cooperative
Fire Prevention Campaign
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
John Joseph ("Jack") Lavin, a Boise resident whose adventurous, positive personality
inspired family and friends, died in Kalispell, MT on November 13, 2013, while visiting
family. Jack was born on September 10, 1929 in Philadelphia, PA - the third of five
children. His parents were Michael Joseph and Helen McGonigle Lavin. Jack's
dream, from his youth, was to be a forester and live in the Western U.S. In 1950, he
graduated from Penn State University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Forestry.
Jack started his professional career in 1950 in Liberia, Africa, managing a rubber
plantation. He returned to Philadelphia in 1952 and began dating Rosemarie Sucher
("Souci"). Jack and Souci were married in 1953. After 2 years of military service, they
embarked upon their life of adventure in the West with the U.S. Forest Service. They
raised five children and established life-long friendships as they lived in nine different
locations in Idaho, Washington D.C., Wyoming, Utah, and Nevada.
During Jack’s long Forest Service career, his commitment to public land management and the mission of the
U.S. Forest service were recognized and reflected by his serving successively as the Forest Supervisor of
the Bridger, Toiyabe, Shoshone and Boise National Forests. Jack retired from the Boise National Forest in
1988, but he did not retire from his commitment to forestry and public land management. Jack embarked on
another career with the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation through 2007, where he fostered
cooperative working relations between Idaho Parks and Recreation, Idaho Fish and Game, Idaho DEQ,
Idaho DOT, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S Geologic Service, U.S. Park Service, U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, Bureau of Land Mgmt, U.S. Forest Service, the private sector and other entities interested in the
management of public lands in the state of Idaho. During this time, he also consulted for Volunteers in
Overseas Cooperative Assistance (ACDI-VOCA) in Armenia, Bolivia, and Slovakia. In 1986, he received the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's Superior Service Award for establishing positive working relationships
between state and local government entities and the Forest Service. Throughout his career, Jack
demonstrated a great ability to work with diverse interest groups and agencies in public land management.
Jack was still actively involved promoting Forest Cooperatives in Idaho in conjunction with the Intermountain

Chapter of the Society of American Foresters until his death, along with numerous service and civic
organizations listed below.
Jack was a member of the St. John's Cathedral family, the downtown Boise Rotary Club, Society of
American Foresters, Society of Range Management, City Club of Boise, the National Association of Forest
Service Retirees, and the National Museum of Forest Service History. In addition, he served on the Citizen's
Advisory Council to the University of Idaho - College of Natural Resources' Policy Analysis Group and the
Idaho Forest Restoration Partners. In his downtime, he enjoyed family, his Roanoke Drive neighbors of all
ages (when neighborhood youths produced a skateboarding video on YouTube, the only adult feature in the
video was Jack), hanging out with friends, tennis, and hiking Table Rock several times a week. He was
easily identified by his cheery smile and bushy eyebrows, which he would pull down over his eyes to
convince his grandchildren that he didn't need sunglasses.
Jack was preceded in death by his wife, Souci, his sister, Therese Galbally, his brother, William Lavin, and
his grandson, Matthew Sherman. He is survived by his sister, Helen Brinkmann, and brother, Laurence
Lavin; two daughters, Antonia (Howard) Hedrick and Patricia (Mark) Sherman; three sons, John (Anita)
Lavin, Matthew (Kristi) Lavin, and Mark (Vicci) Lavin; eighteen grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter
(whom Jack just met in October).
All who had the honor of knowing and working with Jack remember his unflagging optimism, love for the
people and the mission of the U.S. Forest Service, and the mischievous and unforgettable twinkle in his
eyes.

Myron K. Lee
1927-2017

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1944-1946
1946-1950
1950-1952
1952-1954
1954-1959
1959-1960
1960-1965
1965-1966
1966-1968
1968-1982

Biography

Location
CDF Conservation Camp, Ramona CA
Palomar RD Cleveland NF R5
Palomar RD Cleveland NF, R5
th
11 Airborne Division, US Army
Palomar RD Cleveland NF, R5
Hat Creek RD, Lassen NF, R5
Trabuco RD, Cleveland NF, R5
Los Pinos Job Corps Center, Cleveland NF,R5
Alder Springs Job Corps Center, Mendocino NF
Cleveland NF R5, San Diego

Position(s)
Fire Crewman
Seasonal Firefighter
Fire Crew Foreman
Paratrooper
Foreman, Asst Fire Control Off.
Fire Control Officer
Fire Control Officer
Asst Center Director
Center Director
Fire Management Officer

Myron was born in Moline, Illinois and raised in San
Diego, California. By any measure, he had a rough
childhood. At 17 he was in a Conservation Camp
managed by the CDF, serving on a fire crew. It was in
the wildland firefighting community that Myron found the
family he did not have as a child.
He began his career with the U.S. Forest Service at age
19, as a seasonal firefighter, and then fire crew foreman.
After a stint as a paratrooper in the U.S. Army, he
returned to the Forest Service, serving as District Fire
Control Officer in Northern and Southern California. For
four years he served as Center Director in two Job Corps
Centers, returning to the Cleveland NF as Fire
Management Officer. (Myron is on the right in the picture above, with the Forest Service patch.)
He served as Fire Boss (Incident Commander) on some of the largest fires in California’s history. He was a
pioneer in the development of the Incident Command System, and modern strategies for managing wildland
fires in the urban/wildland interface.
His management skill was recognized when he was awarded the GM-13 grade as a 462 series Fire Control
Technician, the first of that series to receive that rank. He retired in 1982.

Dr. Paul E. Lemmon
1908 - 1996

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Forest Service
Soil Conservation Service

Position(s)
Forester

Biography

Dr. Lemmon was born in Montana. He received a BS in forestry from
the University of Montana and a MS and Ph.D. from the University of
Wisconsin. He worked 42 years for the Department of Agriculture.
He was a forester for the Soil Conservation Service at the time of his
retirement. He was a member of the Society of American Foresters.

Andrew (Andy) Leven
1936 -

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date
Jan 1959 May 1961
Jun 1961 –
Oct 1961
Nov 1961Nov 1963
Dec 1963 –
Jul 1964
Aug 1964 –
May 1966

Location
Soil Survey Classification Laboratory (USDA cooperative agreement
between Soil Conservation Service and Forest Service), New
Mexico State University, Las Cruces, NM
Prescott National Forest R-3, Prescott, NM, USDA Forest Service
US Army Photo Interpretation Center, Fort Holabird, MD
Prescott National Forest R-3, Prescott, NM, USDA Forest Service
Tonto National Forest R-3, Salt-Verde River Basins Hydrologic-Soil
Survey, Phoenix, AZ

Jun 1966 –
May 1968
Jun 1968 –
May 1969
Jun 1969 –
Dec 1969

Tonto National Forest R-3, Colorado River Basin Hydrologic-Soil
Survey, Phoenix, AZ
US Army, 277th Military Intelligence Detachment, 28th Infantry
Brigade, Scofield Barracks, HA
US Army Military Assistance Command-Viet Nam, Combined
Intelligence Center-Viet Nam, Saigon, Vietnam.

Jan 1970 –
Aug 1971
Sep 1971 –
Oct 1973
Nov 1973 –
Dec 1979
Dec 1979 –
Dec 1990
Jan 1991 –
Feb 1994
Feb 1994
Mar 1994Dec 2006

Tonto National Forest R-3, Phoenix, AZ
Southwest Region 3, RO, Watershed Management Division, USDA
Forest Service, Albuquerque, NM
Pacific Southwest Region 5, RO, Watershed Management Division,
USDA Forest Service, San Francisco, CA
Pacific Southwest Region 5, RO, Watershed Management Division,
USDA Forest Service, San Francisco, CA
Pacific Southwest Region 5, RO, Watershed and Range
Management Division, USDA Forest Service, San Francisco, CA
Retired
Consulting in Watershed Management and Soil Science

Position(s)
Soil Laboratory
Technician
Soil Scientist on Soil
Survey Team
Aerial and Ground Photo
Interpreter
Soil Scientist on Soil
Survey Team
Soil Scientist on Survey
Team
Soil Scientist and Survey
Team Leader
Commanding Officer
Executive Officer for
Imagery Interpretation
Branch
Arizona Zone Soil
Scientist
Assistant Regional Soil
Scientist
Regional Soil Scientist
Director
Director and Assistant
Regional Forester
Watershed Scientist

Andy was born in 1936 in a farmhouse near Newkirk in north central Oklahoma. His father,
Anton Leven, was a farmer and his mother, Louise, was a homemaker raising four children. Born
just after the Dust Bowl days, he learned the importance of soil conservation and land restoration
while growing up and working on his father’s farm. He graduated from Newkirk High School in
1954. He earned degrees in Soil Science from two universities; a Bachelor of Science in 1959
from Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma and a Master of Science in 1961 from New
Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico.

Andy’s carreercareer
Andy’s career started in 1959 as a laboratory technician analyzing soil samples from an ongoing soils survey of
the Zuni Mountains, Cibola National Forest, New Mexico, while he attended New Mexico State University. His

Master’s thesis was Soil Productivity of Zuni Mountain Forest Soils. For two summer season class breaks
during graduate studies, in 1959 and 1960, he worked on soil surveys of the Beaver Creek Area and the Long
Valley Ranger District, both on the Coconino National Forest, in Arizona. After graduation, Andy was on the soil
survey team mapping the Prescott National Forest, in Arizona.
His Forest Service career was interrupted by military service beginning in November 1961. After US Army
Infantry Officer Training at Fort Benning, GA, he was assigned to the US Army Aerial Photo Intelligence Center,
Fort Holabird, Baltimore, MD. After attending six months aerial photo interpretation training, he was an aerial
and ground photo interpreter/photogrammetrist at Fort Holabird. He was working there during the Cuban Missile
Crisis.
Andy returned to the Soil Survey of the Prescott National Forest in December 1963. In 1964 he moved to the
Tonto National Forest to work on the Hydrologic-Soil survey of the Salt and Verde River Basins which drain
parts of the Apache, Sitgreaves, Coconino and Tonto National Forests in Arizona. Starting in 1968, he was
Team Leader of the Colorado River Basin hydrologic-soil survey on National Forest lands within Region 3,
covering parts of Arizona and New Mexico. These surveys, conducted by interdisciplinary teams, were made to
identify soil, vegetation and hydrologic conditions as they relate to stream flows from National Forests
watersheds, and analyze how these flows might be increased to benefit agriculture, recreation and the local
communities.
In 1968, Andy’s Army Reserve 277th Military Intelligence Detachment was activated and stationed at Schofield
Barracks, Hawaii, as part of the Pacific Theater strategic reserve force. From there he was assigned in 1969 to
the Military Assistance Command-Viet Nam, Combined Intelligence Center in Saigon, Vietnam. For his service
as Executive Officer of the Imagery Interpretation Branch, he was awarded the Bronze Star, Joint Service
Commendation, Viet Nam Service and National Service medals.
Returning to Region 3 in 1970 as Zone Soils Scientist, he provided soil management services to the six National
Forests in Arizona. This included mapping of soils and identifying their influence on land productivity. He
advised forest and rangeland managers on land treatment practices for improving livestock grazing conditions
on semi-desert shrub, juniper and sagebrush ecosystems; reforesting areas burned by wildfire and harvested
timber lands; controlling soil compaction and erosion in recreation sites; and watershed management projects to
control soil erosion.
As demand for soils information grew for use in forest and range management, Soil Scientists were hired on all
the eleven National Forests in Region 3, in Arizona and New Mexico. Andy became Assistant Regional Soil
Scientist, working out of the Regional Office, Albuquerque, NM in 1971. His work included reviewing ongoing
soils surveys on the eleven National Forests to ensure that National Cooperative Soil Survey standards were
being followed; developing R-3 Handbook procedures for making soil management interpretations; developing
computer programs for understanding soils-plant-climatic relationships in the many ecological zones on Forests
in Region 3; and mentoring new Soil Scientists being assigned on the National Forests in the Region.
Andy became Regional Soil Scientist for the Pacific Southwest Region 5, San Francisco, CA in 1973. He
provided direction and review of the Region’s Soil Resource Inventory program. He established cooperative
agreements with the California State office of the Soil Conservation Service to ensure that soil mapping of the
seventeen National Forests in R-5 met the standards of the National Cooperative Soil Survey. He led the
development of the first R-5 Handbook for soil survey procedures and mapping standards. He assisted National
Forests to fund and recruit the needed personnel to conduct these soil surveys.
Andy became Director of the Watershed Management (WSM) Division of the Pacific Southwest Region 5 in
1980. Under his direction, the WSM staff developed program guidance and oversight in:
Air quality: Established direction for FS management to meet State air quality standards. Trained FS staff in
analyzing air quality impacts related to land use activities, such as, road building, timber harvesting, and
controlled (prescribed) burning. Directed water sampling of lakes in National Forest Wilderness, in
cooperation with a national EPA Acid Rain study, to evaluate the effects of air pollution on water quality.
Environmental geology: Developed survey techniques to identify unstable lands relating to road building and
timber harvesting to protect water quality and forest land resources. Developed Cumulative Watershed
Effects analyses protocol of expressing the impacts of water runoff from various land uses on water
quality.
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Soil management: Soil Resource Inventories were completed for all 17 National Forests in the Region. The
soils information is used in planning land use projects to control and reduce erosion and maintain forest
productivity. Sixteen Soil Resource Inventory reports were completed and distributed to universities and
local libraries in the State. In 2000 these individual reports were integrated into the Natural Resource
Conservation Agency’s Soil Survey Geographic Database, making the soils information available on a
national basis. Established cooperative agreements with the Pacific Southwest Forest and Rangeland
Research Station to study the possible losses in soil productivity caused by forest land management
activities. The studies provided information for establishing soil compaction and nutrient standards for
maintaining forest and rangeland productivity.
Water quality: Developed a nonpoint source water pollution control program beginning in 1980. A best
management practices (BMP) R-5 Handbook was assembled for guiding land use practices while
protecting water quality that was certified by the California State Water Resource Control Board for use
on NFS lands. The program included prescribing BMP for forest and rangeland use, monitoring of the
applied BMP and adjusting BMP to ensure that land use practices were not a source of nonpoint water
pollution. The BMP program developed in Region 5 was adopted in 2012 as National Best
Management Practices for Water Quality Management on National Forest System Lands.
Water rights: Guided National Forests in acquiring and reserving water rights from the California State Water
Resources Control Board needed for management of National Forest lands. For example: inventorying
existing stock ponds on NFS land to acquire State water rights for livestock grazing; reserving water
rights needed for administrative sites, road construction and dust control, and stream-flows needed for
fisheries and for waterfowl habitat; and assisting the State in determining historic lake levels for
protecting waterfowl habitat and other environmental resources in Mono Lake.
Watershed management: Developed a Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation (BAER) R-5 Handbook to
guide the interdisciplinary analysis of land rehabilitation treatments needed to control erosion and
flooding after wildfires. Provided the training and organization for BAER teams to analyze and develop
watershed rehabilitation plans after wildfires. Conducted snow surveys in the Sierra Nevada and Trinity
Mountains, cooperating with the California State Water Resource Agency, to assist the State in
forecasting stream runoff and water supply. Developed guidance for chaparral management, using
controlled (prescribed) burning, to reduce the threat of wildfires and thereby reduce erosion, sediment
and flooding from NFS lands and organized interdisciplinary workshops and training needed for
planning chaparral management projects. Assisted in developing a national Watershed Analysis
process that is an ecosystem approach to analyzing land use management effects on the various
resources of NFS lands and provided training for the interdisciplinary application of the process. The
process includes Ecological Land Inventories that combines ecological habitat, vegetation, soils,
geology and landform into one mapping unit. Organized two regional symposiums, one multi-agency
symposium: Giant Sequoias – Their Place in the Environment and Society, open to public participation
and an interdisciplinary symposium, Ecosystem Management in Region 5, open to NFS employees.
In 1991, Range Management was combined with Watershed Management in Region 5, as well as the
disciplines of Ecology and Range Conservation. Under Andy’s direction, the Range and Ecology staff provided
program guidance and oversight in:
Range condition analysis to determine livestock levels for sustainable grazing.
Administration and review of livestock grazing leases.
Ecologic system identification and mapping guidance to map landscape patterns of plant communities and
serial stages, including identifying the various environmental conditions influencing successional stages
throughout Region 5.
Wild Horse Management of the three Wild Horse and Burro areas in the Region, in cooperation and
assistance of the Bureau of Land Management.
Andy was a member of and held offices in several professional organizations throughout his career
including the Soil Science Society of America, Soil Conservation Society, Professional Soil Scientists
Association of California, and was a Certified Professional in Soil Erosion and Sediment Control.
In 1986, Andy led a group of professionals from various federal, state and local governments, water agencies,
and universities to form the Watershed Management Council, a non-profit organization whose members
represent a broad range of watershed management interests and disciplines. Andy was the first president of the
organization’s membership that includes professionals, students, teachers, and individuals whose interest is in
promoting proper watershed management. For several years its’ sphere of influence focused on the state of
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California. However, over time the Council has expanded to include members from 28 states and three
countries.
After retirement from the Forest Service in 1994, Andy continued to work in watershed and soil science,
consulting for several environmental and engineering firms in California. Projects included: Cumulative
Watershed Effects Analysis reports for twenty watersheds on two National Forests; a California State Timber
Harvest Plan for a company with private forest land holdings in northern California; a Bureau of Reclamation
Environmental Report relative to a proposed reservoir management plan; two National Forests Environmental
Analysis Plans related to oil and gas leasing proposals; four projects for National Forest Environmental Analysis
Reports relative to vegetation management opportunities for wildfire reduction; Watershed Analysis Reports on
three National Forests relative to management opportunities for timber harvest and watershed restoration; and
the Roblar Watershed Analysis Report on post-wildfire effects, land stabilization and monitoring on the Camp
Pendleton Marine Base in southern California. Andy also coauthored a paper in 2016, History of the Soils
Program in Region 5 USDA Forest Service, which is on file at the Regional Office R5 History division and
at the National Museum of Forest Service History.
Andy and his wife Dotty live in Walnut Creek, CA. They keep busy in retirement with church and
community activities, while keeping up with their family of four children, five grandchildren and one great
grandchild.
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Frank E. Lewis

1925-2012

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1979-2012

Location
Portland Oregon
Harstine Island, Washington

Position(s)
Fire Management

Biography
Mr. Frank Edward Lewis of Harstine Island passed away on Friday, May
18th, 2012, at Providence St. Peter Hospital in Olympia, Washington,
following recent heart surgery. Frank was born May 6th, 1925, in Grants
Pass, Oregon; he was 87.
Frank and his wife of 51 years, Geraldine Waite Lewis, moved with their
three daughters to Harstine Island in 1979 after he concluded a 34+ year
career in the US Department of Agriculture Forest Service.
He retired as Assistant Director of Aviation and Fire Management for USFS
Region 6. He fought his first forest fire in 1937 at the age of 12, and every
year thereafter throughout his career (with the exception of World War II), he
was directly involved in fire fighting activities.
Frank was raised in Randle, Washington, where he enjoyed hunting,
camping and the simple life of a small town prior to following his father’s
footsteps into a Forest Service career. He graduated as valedictorian of his
Randle High School class of 13 students, and earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in Forestry at the
University of Washington in 1949. He interrupted his education during World War II to serve as an officer in
the US Navy Reserve from 1943 to 1946. LT(jg) Lewis was stationed aboard the USS BLOCK ISLAND.
Frank later earned a Master’s Degree in Forestry at the University of California, Berkeley. As a forester, he
worked throughout the Pacific Northwest, Montana and Washington, DC. He retired as an administrator, but
always regarded his time in the field as a ranger to be most rewarding. Soon after he retired, he was asked
to provide his expertise to the US State Department in India where he lived for several months.
He was an active member of retired forester associations, and contributed to the National Museum of Forest
Service History in Missoula, Montana. Each year, he looked forward to the annual gathering of retired
foresters at Tokeland, Washington where he was well-known for his good humor, his homegrown oysters,
and his special Bloody Mary recipe. This event and other forest service gatherings brought great joy to his
life.
He was known for his hospitality and loved to share time with friends and family. He and Gerri frequently
hosted dinner parties, picnics and clambakes to celebrate with large groups of friends and family and to
support causes or organizations that were important to him such as Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity, the Forest
Service and Republican Party candidates. Frank loved history and travel, and over the course of his long

retirement, he was able to see the world. He also enjoyed investing, shellfish culture, skiing, photography,
gardening, genealogy, natural resource management and boating.
He was an active member of local community organizations and dedicated many years to supporting and
often leading them. These included the Harstine Island Community Club, Mason County United Way, Mason
County Republicans, and the Shelton Yacht Club. He was an avid supporter of local political causes and
candidates. In 1982 he ran for office as a 35th Legislative District Representative.
One of his favorite pastimes was participating in the Harstine Island Theater Club, an organization he joined
during its earliest years in the 1980s. He served as President of the Board of the Harstine Island Theatre
Foundation whose purpose is to establish a performing arts center on the island. His children and
grandchildren benefited greatly from his enthusiasm for community theater as he encouraged them to join
him on the stage for many performances. He continued to participate in many of the activities he enjoyed
until his passing; his good nature and sense of humor will be greatly missed.
Frank was preceded by his mother, Mercedes (Leonard) Lewis; his father, Melvin M. Lewis; his brothers, Dr.
M. Leonard Lewis and George L. Lewis; his son, Fielding Vinton Lewis; his grandchildren, Brenna and Daniel
O’Dair. He is survived by his wife Gerri, his daughters and their husbands: Nancy and Paul O’Dair, Mary and
Greg Hoeksema, and Barbara and David Morrison; and his grandchildren: Calvin O’Dair, Ellen and Bennett
Morrison, and Connor and Reese Hoeksema.

Melvin M. Lewis
1882 - 1966

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1907 1907 - 1923
1923 - 1935
1935 - 1945

Location
Holland District, Siskiyou, NF, OR
Paige Creek District, Siskiyou, NF, OR
Siskiyou NF, OR
Randle District, Columbia NF (now named
Gifford Pinchot NF), WA

Position(s)
Forest Guard
District Ranger
Deputy Forest Supervisor
District Ranger

Biography
Mr. Lewis and his brother Charles ran cattle in the Siskiyous in
1906. Both took the rangers exam and became rangers on adjoining
districts (Paige Creek and Kirby) on the just establish Siskiyou
National Forest in Oregon. In 1910 he attended a forestry short
course at the University of Washington. Some of his early work
included "June 11th" work with Jake Gidding.

Frank F. Liebig

1872 - Unknown

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1902 - 1907
1907 - 1910
1910 - 1935

Location
Flathead Forest Reserve, Belton (W.
Glacier), MT
Flathead NF, Belton MT
Glacier NP

Position(s)
Forest Ranger
Forest Ranger
Park Ranger

Biography
Frank Frederick Liebig was born in Eberswalde, Germany August 2, 1872. He
graduated from public school at fourteen and was educated in the millwright trade at
the School of Mechanics in Landsberg, ad Worth, Germany. He traveled with his
father, setting up sawmills in Germany, Poland and Switzerland. In this work, he
came in contact with forest officials and decided to switch his profession to forestry.
He apprenticed in Forestry on a timber estate in Germany.
Frank came to America in 1895. He went to work on a cattle ranch in Grand Island,
Nebraska and went to school at night to learn the English language and get
American education. After he finished his schooling, he went to Washington and
Oregon and was employed briefly by the Washugal Logging Company surveying
logging roads, constructing chutes and building a dam. He didn't like the rainy, foggy
weather and came back into the interior of the States. He got a job on the
McNamera and Marlow Ranch near Big Sandy along the Missouri River and close
to the Badlands. He worked his way up from ranch hand to ranch foreman.
In 1900 he gave into his desire to live in the forested wilderness and quit his job. He wandered over to Belton
(now West Glacier) and got a job surveying oil claims at Kintla Lake where Montana's first oil well was
constructed. After a few months he staked out his own oil claims along the Belly River and then explored the
mountains and valleys of the glacier country. In 1902, he applied, for his United States citizenship, and he
was appointed Forest Ranger of the District from Belton to Canada and across the Rockies to the prairie
between Waterton Lake and the foot of St. Mary Lake. He built the Mt Stanton Ranger Station at McDonald
Lake and served as Forest Ranger until 1910 when his district was designated Glacier National Park and
was turned over to Park Rangers. He worked briefly for the Bureau of Entomology in 1911 and then returned
to the Forest Service. He served as forest ranger in the Blackfeet, Pend Orielle, Kootenai and Flathead
Forests. In 1935 he retired with thirty-three years of service.
Frank married Lulu May McMahon of Kalispell in 1907. They had six children. Jean, Frances, Margaret,
Lyman, Erma and Carl. Jean and Frances became Montana schoolteachers and Margaret became a nurse.
Lyman and Carl followed in Frank's footsteps and became woodsmen and Erma took up her mother's
profession of homemaker.
During his time as a Forest Ranger, Frank mapped many of the forests for the U.S. Forest Service. In
addition to his duties as a Ranger, he also contributed to the scientific studies of birds, mammals, and plants.
He provided grizzly skulls and photographs of rare birds of the Glacier region to the Smithsonian Institute for
study and research. He collected, studied and classified the plants and grasses of Glacier and the Flathead

and Kootenai Forests and provided previously unidentified specimens to the University of Montana. These
specimens are particularly valued because of the growing interest in the bio-diversity of Montana and are
used by the University in their studies today. His specimens of birds and mammals of Glacier were awarded
World Silver and Bronze medals in 1915 at the Panama Pacific Exposition in San Francisco. Lulu
Liebig donated the collection to Glacier National Park in 1952 and it is currently on display in the Park.
An 8,057 foot high mountain in the Great Bear Wilderness in Montana is named Mount Liebig to honor him.
Frank Liebig is recognized as the first ranger in Glacier. His adventures are chronicled in his biography, The
First Ranger, by C.W. Guthrie and in Early Days in the Forest Service, published by the Forest Service,
Montana's Early Day Rangers, by Robert C. Gildart, Through the Years in Glacier National Park- by Donald
H. Robinson and Man in Glacier by C.W. Buckholtz.

David Chapman Line

1926-2003

Partner
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
David Line was a key conservationist in the Missoula, Montana valley. His family was a long-time resident of
the area, and their 640 acres they called home on Whitaker Hill remains open land, and a refuge for a bounty
of wildlfowers and forest.
In 1991, he and his brother Bob, concerned about the possibility of fire danger in the thick and diseased
stand of Douglas fir on the property, made the difficult decision to thin their beloved forest through selective
logging. Unfortunately, it ended up a more open clearcut that they intended.
However, the brothers moved quickly to heal the scar by planting 27,000 larch and ponderosa pine trees in
the thinned area. People noticed, and their work wasn’t without criticism. But forestry experts appreciated
their work and the land has become a key centerpiece of conservation and preservation of open space in the
Missoula valley.

Bernie Lionberger

1928 -2016

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1950s

Location
Veteran’s Hospital, Grand Junction, CO
Idaho Panhandle National Forest
Bureau of Reclamation

Position(s)

Biography
Bert I. Lionberger, born May 2, 1928, to Leland "Lee" and Ruby Lionberger in Greeley, CO, passed from this
life on June 1, 2016, at his home with his loving wife, Virginia, and several family members present.
Bert had two older brothers, Robert "Bob" and Bud Lionberger (both pre-deceased) and one younger
brother, Bill Wickham (currently of Jasper, GA). The family moved from Greeley, CO, settling in the Redlands
area of Grand Junction, CO. He graduated from Grand Junction High School in 1945. Bert held the broadjump track record for many years and loved playing baseball and football while in high school. He graduated
a year early in 1945, so he could join the U.S. Navy, following his older brothers who had joined the military
before him. Bert was stationed at Port Chicago, CA from 1945 - 1946 as a Seaman 1st Class.
After his honorable discharge at the end of WWII, Bert attended Mesa Jr. College and met Virginia Lou Kipp.
They married on August 6, 1948, and celebrated their 67th wedding anniversary in 2015. Bert and Virginia
raised three daughters, Sherry, Bonnie, and Tammy and one son, Brett, from their home in the Redlands
area of Grand Junction.
In their early married life, Bert worked for the Veteran's Hospital of Grand Junction and later retired from the
Bureau of Reclamation after more than 32 years of U.S. Government service.
Bert and Virginia enjoyed dancing, snow-birding in Arizona, fishing, hunting, exploring the outdoors, hiking,
playing cards with friends and family and frequent family gatherings.
He will be remembered for his quick wit and quirky sense of humor, interesting tales of adventure, his
dedication to family and his willingness to make sure no one ever left his house hungry, feeding many from
his meticulous vegetable garden or making sure to put an extra burger on the grill for unexpected guests. He
was ready to lend a helping hand or whatever he had to give.
Bert was the proverbial outdoors man, affectionately known as a master fisherman and hunter to his children
and grandchildren, to whom he taught those skills. His often hidden, but sentimental nature and championing
the "under-dog" are cherished by family and friends.

James E. Lotan

1923-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Deer Lodge National Forest
University of Biological Station
Forestry Sciences Lab Bozeman, MT
Northern Forest Fire Laboratory
Forestry Science Laboatory Missoula, MT

Position(s)

Biography
James E. Lotan, 82, of Stevensville, MT passed away on Saturday, Aug. 10,
2013 at Community Medical Center in Missoula. Jim was born March 20,
1931 in Lake City, MI to William and Marion (McVicar) Lotan. As a young
boy, he grew up on the Lotan family farm where he developed his respect
and love for draft horses. His family moved to Pontiac, MI to own and run a
family grocery store. Jim worked in the family store during after-school hours
and graduated from Pontiac High School.
After high school Jim served in the United States Coast Guard for three
years. On April 28,1951 he married Ruth E. Christoffersen in Pontiac, MI
Together they made numerous moves across the United States in support
of his education and career. They had five children: Gloria Marie, Ellen Marie, James Eric Christopher, Leif
Eric Christopher, and Kari Marie. Jim received his B.S. degree in forestry from Louisiana State University in
1959, his M.S. in forestry from the University of Michigan in 1961, and his Ph.D. in forestry sciences from the
University of Michigan in 1970.
He worked in a variety of forestry research positions including the Deerlodge National Forest out of Boulder,
MT.; the University of Michigan Biological Station in Pellston, MI.; the Forestry Sciences Lab in Bozeman,
and the Northern Forest Fire Laboratory and Forestry Sciences Laboratory in Missoula, MT. He also served
as an adjunct professor for the University of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho. Upon retirement from the Forest
Service, Jim owned and operated Lotan Horse Logging out of Stevensville, MT. Jim was a member of Our
Savior Lutheran Church and the American Legion in Stevensville. He was an avid hunter and horseman. He
was proud of demonstrating horse logging on National Forest and private lands.

Merle S. Lowden
Unknown-1998

Gertrude D. Lowden
Unknown
Forest Service Employee

Spouse

Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1934 -1935

1947 - 1952
1965 - 1975 (?)

Location
Umpqua National Forest, Roseburg, OR
Siskiyou National Forest, O'Brien
Pacific Northwest Region (6), Portland, OR
Fremont National Forest, Lakeview, OR
Lake States Region (9), Milwaukee, WI
Chief's Office, Washington D.C.

Position(s)
Junior Forester
District Ranger
Staff Officer
Forest Supervisor
Assistant Regional Forester
Director of Fire Control

Biography
Merle S. Lowden received his Bachelor of Science and master of Forestry degrees from Oregon State
University in (circa) 1932/1933. Merle first job with the Forest Service was summer jobs on the Willamette
National Forest.
Merle had a very high intellect and great drive. He was an excellent administrator. He was a great forest
administrator with all the credentials.

John H. Lowell

1932-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
John Harvey Lowell departed this world on the Winter Solstice, Monday,
Dec. 21, 2015. At 83 years of age, John died from hemophilia at
Kalispell Regional Medical Center. He passed with grace, dignity and
above all humor. He was surrounded by family and friends, which he
kept entertained with his stories and wit to the very end. He was as
much of an inspiration in his final days as he was throughout his life. He
will be missed greatly.
John was born in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, on Feb. 20, 1932. The
middle son of George and Hazel Lowell (both deceased). He is
preceded by his older brother Jim and is survived by his younger
brother, Roger.
John is survived by his wife of 60 years, JoAnne Lowell and their five children, Kathy (Ken) Peschel, John
Mike (Cindy) Lowell, Wendy (Kevin)Kenison, Loire (Jim) Feeney and Heidi (Alisdair) Lowell Maden, and their
nine grandchildren, Tim Peschel, Garret Lowell, Jennica Lowell, Jake Kenison, Tess Kenison, Tyler Feeney,
Alissa Feeney, Chloe Maden and Luke Maden. John’s children and grandchildren were the love of his life
and he has left behind the legacy of his family.
John graduated from the University of Montana in 1955 with a master’s degree in forestry. After 30 years in
the Forest Service and in his mid-50s, John retired from the forest service and he and his wife JoAnne went
back to Montana State University to obtain a master’s degree in marriage and family therapy. In his second
career as a counselor, John spent 20 year helping people in Vancouver, Washington, and the Flathead
Valley. Throughout his life he played the role of husband, father, army ROTC officer, smoke jumper, forest
ranger, marriage and family counselor, emergency medical technician, and ski patrolman. John left a unique
mark on this world, and on the lives of his family and friends.
John fully embraced life, had an infectious laugh, a mischievous sense of humor, and he made friends
everywhere he went. He loved the Montana outdoors, playing cards, and helping people from all walks of life.
Whether playing jokes on his grand kids, playing cards, performing volunteer services, or helping out friends,
John made an impact and will be missed.

Francis Lufkin
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Francis Lufkin is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Donna Lundeen

1927-2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
Born Donna Jean Baisel, in Eaton Rapids, Michigan,
an only child to parents D and Vera Simpson Baisel.
Her closest relatives called her Jeannie. Donna
graduated from Sunfield High School, Michigan, with
the class of 1945.
Donna bore three sons of her first marriage, which
ended in divorce. A second marriage to Wayne Moss
ended with his death. Her third marriage to Chuck
Lundeen lasted 45 years. Wayne's military career and
Chuck's Forest Service career led Donna to many
interesting locales, jobs and friends.
Donna was an accomplished vocalist and office
manager in her younger years. She was an election
technician for Marin and Placer counties in California
for many years. Donna lived in several locations near
Lansing, MI in her youth. Her second marriage took
her to such diverse places as Phoenix, AZ, Mineral
Wells, TX, Hot Springs, AR, and Ingrandes, France.
When she married Chuck Lundeen, his Forest Service career led them to the San Bernardino National
Forest, the Regional Office, RS, and the Washington Office. They lived in Redlands CA, Rialto, CA, San
Rafael, CA, and Vienna VA.
Upon Chuck's retirement, they lived in Auburn, CA, Grass Valley, CA, Reno NV, and finally Surprise AZ.

Dr. Dennis (Denny) Lynch

1937-2019

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

1959-1962
1962-1969
1969-1972
1972-1974
1974-1997
1997-2000
2001-2003

Mt. Hood NF, OR-Barlow RD, OR
Roosevelt NF, CO
Pike NF, Pikes Peak RD
Region 2, CO
Colorado State University
San Juan NF, CO
Colorado State University

Forester, Logging Engineer
Rec. & Lands Division
District Ranger
Mt. Land Use Planning
Professor, Forest Sciences
Forest Product Tech.
Professor, Forest Sciences

Biography

Dr. Dennis (Denny) Lynch was born on July 26, 2937 in Coffeyville, Kansas
to Ben and Margurite Lynch.
He grew up in Oregon and then attended Colorado State University. He
graduated with a BS in 1958 and was commissioned in the US Army. In
1959 he married Joyce Sheeley of Salida, CO.
After the Army he became a forester on the Mt. Hood National Forest. In
1962 Denny transferred to the Roosevelt National Forest and while working
there, he completed an MS in Business. He was then transferred as District
Ranger to the Pikes Peak Ranger District on the Pike and San Isabel
National Forest.

Following this he was assigned to the Colorado State Forest and completed a PhD. In 1974 he became a
Professor of Forest Sciences at CSU and loved teaching, advising, and mentoring students.
During this time he and Joyce founded the Christian Foresters Fellowship on the CSU campus which met
weekly for 24 years and has affiliated groups across the nation and world. Denny's times with students in the
Fall semester forestry classes at Pingree Park and with the CFF meetings on campus and in his home are
some of his fondest memories. He officially retired in 1998, though was pulled back in to both Forest Service
and CSU work for a few years after that.
He was elected SAF Fellow and Golden Member and received the SAF Carl Schenck Award of Excellence in
Teaching Forestry. He also received the Erick Nelson Award from Christian Leadership Ministries and other
awards for teaching and service to students. He was a life member of the NRA, the American Legion, and
the Council on Forest Engineering. Later Denny became a Gideon who loved to share the gospel.
Survivors include his best friend and wife, Joyce; children, Greg and his wife, Beth, and Kristy and her
husband, Phil; grandchildren, David, Jonathan, Nathan, Matthew and Celeste, Shane and his wife, Kayston,
Shannon; great-grandchildren, Daniella, Moriah & Benjamin, Payton, Clayton; a brother, Pat and his wife,
Patty, and a sister, Lynda and her husband, Paul.
On November 17, 2019, he peacefully passed into the arms of Jesus.

Daniel "Dan" C. MacIntyre

1929-2014

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1958-1959
1959-1962
1962-1964
1964-1969
1969-1971
1971-1981

Location
Big Springs District Kaibab National Forest Region 3
Williams, Arizona Region 3
Lincoln National Forest Region 3
Prescott National Forest Region 3
Custer National Forest Region 1

Position(s)
Junior Forester
Assistant Forest Ranger
District Ranger
Fire Control Officer
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Dan was born on Jan. 11, 1929, in Milwaukee, to Mildred A. and Carson G. MacIntyre. Shortly after his birth
his family moved to the Kansas City, Mo., area where his father operated a sheet metal business. During his
high school years he made a trip out to Washington where he worked in a railroad logging camp as a “choker
setter” which ended badly with hospitalization after an injury from a snapped cable. However, it was from this
experience that his love of forestry started and he became stronger. After returning to Missouri, Dan
attended high school at Ruhl-Hartman in Warrensburg where he lettered in both football and basketball. After
graduating high school he attended Central Missouri State College until December 1950, majoring in
Journalism. It was here where he met the love of his life, Inez Chamberlain, and they married.
After enlisting in 1951, he was accepted into pilots training in the U.S. Navy; however, because of the
requirement to be single, he decided keeping Inez was the more important of the two choices and instead
served as an Air Traffic Controller at China Lake Naval Air Station. Dan was honorably discharged as First
Class Petty Officer in 1955, and then attended Colorado A&M (now known as Colorado State University) in
Fort Collins. He majored in Forestry with a minor in Range Management and during which time he was the
President of the Forestry Honorary Society and was also a member of the champion Range Judging/Plant
Identification Team in 1957 and 1958.
Upon graduation with a B.S. degree, he was hired by the U.S. Forest Service as a Junior Forester, scaling
and marking timber, and then in 1959 was promoted to Assistant Forest Ranger on the Big Springs District of
the Kaibab National Forest near Jacob Lake, and later in Fredonia, Ariz. In 1962 he was promoted to District
Ranger, stationed in Williams, Ariz. In 1964 he was promoted to Fire Control Officer on the Lincoln National
Forest (birthplace to Smokey Bear) and moved the family to Alamogordo, N.M. It was here that he helped
institute one of the first helicopter initial attack programs in the U.S. and where he was part of a large Type 1
team on more than 45 project fires in Arizona, New Mexico, California and Utah. In 1969 he took a promotion
to Forest Supervisor on the Prescott National Forest in Prescott, Ariz., and then in 1971 on to Billings, as
Forest Supervisor of the Custer National Forest. The Custer in those days had eight Ranger Districts in three
states (Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota) and Dan faced the new Environmental Impact Study (EIS)
Policy required on all proposals; subsequently, producing some of the first Land Use Plans with one EIS

addressing strip mining, and multiple use plans. He was a member for many years in the Rotary Club and
the Society for American Foresters.
After retiring in 1981, Dan took up residence east of Roundup, on his place on Parrot Creek where he raised
cattle until approximately 1990. Then later in the 1990s he put his forestry experience to use, writing and
administering private timber sales and contracts in the Bull Mountain area. Besides working on improving the
ranch, he served on the Musselshell County Planning Board, the Airport Zoning Commission, the Pine Ridge
Golf Course Board, and was a member of the Musselshell Stock Growers for years. In 2000 he received
Cooperator of the Year from the Lower Musselshell Conservation District and the Montana Association of
Conservation Districts.
Dan enjoyed the outdoors, ranch work, cruising timber, golf, anything to do with aeronautics, hunting and
fishing and just about any sporting event. He was also an accomplished wood worker/furniture builder. He
was avid reader, philosopher, and humorist. He loved to laugh and make others laugh with him via his
special sayings and mannerisms, especially when he wasn’t trying to. He was extremely generous with his
time and loved to teach others with less knowledge.

Harvey B. Mack

1920 - 2004

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1939
1940 - 1964
1964 - 1973

Location
Cleveland NF
4 - NF's, 2 - Regional Offices and
Washington Office
Department of Interior, Washington D.C.

Position(s)
Fire Lookout
Budget Officer
Budget Officer

Biography
Harvey Mack was born in Oregon City, Oregon. In 1929 the family moved to Hemet California and then in
1935 moved to Corona, California. Harvey graduated from Corona High School in1938 and Chaffey College,
1948. He attended Washington State College and graduated from the U.S. Naval Post Graduate School at
Monterey, California in 1965. Harvey began working for the Forest Service in 1939 as a Fire Lookout on
Santiago Peak on the Cleveland National Forest. Harvey worked on four National Forests, two Regional
Offices and to the Washington Office as the Budget Officer. In 1964 he transferred to the Secretary of
Interior's staff as Director of Planning, Programming and Budget for all Departmental program and activities.
Harvey retired in 1973 and managed a major music store in Virginia for two years. He moved back to
Corona in 1975 and operated the Trade Winds Antique Store in the Corona Mall for eight years. From 1991
to 2000 developed and operated the Forest Service History Center Museum at the Corona Station.

William (Bill) R. Magnuson

1931 – 2008

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1952
1953
1953-55
1957
1958
1960
1961
1967
1972
1976-1986

Location
Fremont NF, OR
Clearwater District, Nez Perce NF, ID
US Army 513th Military Intelligence Group
Red River Ranger Dist, Nez Perce NF, ID
Riggins Ranger District, Nez Perce NF, ID
Moose Creek Ranger District, Clearwater NF, ID
Yaak District, Kootenai NF, MT
Seeley Lake Ranger District, Lolo NF, MT
Ninemile Ranger District, Lolo NF, MT
Region One, State and Private Forestry

Position(s)
Temporary
Junior Forester
Aerial Photo Interpreter
Timber Management Assistant
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Consultant Forester

Biography
When asked, “Would you do it all over again?” after he retired, Bill
said “If I could do it over under the same kinds of conditions, yeah, I’d
jump right at it.” Raised on a Minnesota farm, Bill’s career path
changed in college when he took a summer job on a Fremont National
Forest brush crew. He found “real living” in pine covered hills and
deep valleys. He graduated in forestry from the University of
Minnesota and took a job marking timber on the Nez Perce National
Forest. A year later the U.S. Army called regarding the Korean War.
Bill served 18 months in Germany where he saw as much of Western
Europe as possible, and developed a lifelong taste for travel.
Afterwards, on the way west, a friend in Minneapolis set him up on a
blind date with Rosemary Holstein. They married in 1957 and the city
girl moved to Idaho. Their family grew to three children, in Grangeville,
Red River, and Riggins on the Nez Perce. They were the first family to
stay the whole winter in Red River since Howard Higgins twenty years
earlier. They formed life-long friendships with many other young
couples beginning their “Forest Service years.”
Bill’s first district as a ranger was Moose Creek on the Nez Perce National Forest. Work revolved around
horses, mules, airplanes, and fire. Back then rangers did it all and learned on the job. For instance, Bill
packed supplies in to a fire lookout. From the tower he looked out to see his horse and mule trotting
homeward. Three hours later over the radio he heard, “Hey, Ranger, what do you want me to do with your
horse and mule down here at the corral?” He hiked out 17 miles the next day. The distance was not new but
his boots were.
On August 4, 1961, one of the big fire years, twenty smokejumpers became trapped on the Higgins Ridge
fire. Conditions were not good but the helicopter pilot Rodney Snider chose to fly in for the rescue with Bill

who was able to pinpoint the location from their description and guide him to the jumpers. Bill stayed on the
ground till all were flown to safety; first 2, then 3 at a time. He made the last trip out belly down on the
helicopter’s skid gears, (Flying, February 1962, Vol. 70, No. 2.)
After Moose Creek and wilderness came the Yaak Ranger District, Kootenai national Forest, and timber
production at the end of the spruce budworm harvest. Forty million board feet came off the district annually,
the heaviest workload district in the Region at the time. With a big crew and good people Bill said, “It wasn’t
too terrible on us trying to make the forty million.” The girls went to a one-room schoolhouse and Rose began
her career as a political activist and helped bring electricity to the Yaak. Cooking on wood stoves goes only
so far.
Seeley Lake, Montana, Lolo National Forest, came next to what Bill said, “was a different world.” Work
revolved less around loggers and more around recreation and special uses. They went from relative isolation
on the last two districts to heavy public contact. The ranger’s residence was across the driveway from the
office. Conversely the district contains part of the Bob Marshall Wilderness and Bill enjoyed every trip into the
backcountry.
In 1972 Bill went to the Ninemile District, on the Lolo National Forest. National Environmental Policy Act
analysis was now part of management and 40 MMB harvests were a thing of the past. The challenge was to
find places to meet timber harvest targets on the steep, dry, and rocky district.
After the Ninemile District, Bill moved on to the State and Private Forestry division in the Regional Office in
1976. He particularly enjoyed that phase of his career, while Rose and the kids graduated from college. He
loved traveling throughout Idaho, Montana, North, and South Dakota to see projects and provide assistance
to state foresters. Bill’s greatest attribute was his ability to be involved in the smallest of details and at the
same time keep in mind big picture.” He didn't always agree with the big picture, but would support the plan
as long as it wasn't detrimental to the land,” according to long time co-worker and friend, Bernard Lea.
Bill retired in 1986 and spent thirteen very good years at Flathead Lake with Rose, a variety of boats,
perpetual repair projects, hunting, fishing, and wonderful times visiting with new and long time friends. Bill felt
lucky to be a ranger during the best of times in the Forest Service and live in the places they did. Up until the
very end his interest in people, appreciation of irony, and dry humor never left him. His wife Rose, children
Mary, Leaf and Swen, and three granddaughters survive him.

John F. Marker

1937-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1959 - 1966:
1966 - 1969:
1969 - 1976:
1976 - 1977:
1977 - 1984:
1984 - 1987:
1987 - 1992:

Location
Shasta-Trinity National Forest
Region 5 regional office
Sequoia National Forest
Rogue River National Forest
Region 4 regional office
National headquarters
Region 6 regional office

Position(s)

Biography
Mr. Marker is the son of the late Roy A. (Pinky) and Twila Marker. His father was a career employee on the
Allegheny National Forest and is an NMFSH honoree. Marker received his forestry training at Penn State
University, graduating in 1959. During his college years he worked seasonally for the Forest Service in
California and upon graduation he and his wife, Mary, moved to his first career assignment on the Shasta
National Forest in McCloud, California.
His career took him through several assignments in the Shasta and Trinity National Forests and then to the
Region 5 headquarters from 1966 to 1969. He became district ranger for the Greenhorn District of the
Sequoia National Forest in 1969. He served as district ranger until 1976 when he became the public
information officer on the Rogue River National Forest and then for Region 4 in Ogden, Utah in 1977. At
Region 4 he then became regional director of aviation and fire management.
His next posting in 1984 was at the national headquarters in Washington, DC as national fire prevention
coordinator where he worked on awareness and prevention strategies for the urban-wildland interface. He
completed his career as director of public affairs for Region 6 in Portland from 1987 through his retirement in
1992.

Roy A. Marker

1905 - 1991

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1922
1925

Circa 1940
1963 - 1965

Location
Pennsylvania Dept. of Forest & Waters
Allegheny NF, PA
Marienville District Allegheny NF, PA
Allegheny NF, PA
Marienville District Allegheny NF, PA
Blue Jay Job Corps, Allegheny NF

Position(s)
Fire Control Aid
Surveying Aid
Assistant for fire prevention and control
Work Leader - Civilian Conservation Corps
Camp
General District Assistant
Administrative Officer

Biography
Roy (Pinky) was born in Warren, Pa. of Danish emigrant parents. Orphaned at
the age of 12, he supported himself with a variety of part time jobs while
attending Warren area schools.
At the age of 16 he went to work for the Pennsylvania Department of Forest and
Waters as a fire control aid. Two years later he joined the Forest Service as a
surveying aid, helping with the establishment of the Allegheny National Forest.
Wildfire was a major problem in Pennsylvania early in the century. In 1925, as
part of a Forest Service effort to reduce fire damage, Roy was assigned as a
field assistant for fire prevention and control, and transferred to the Forest's
Ranger Station in Marienville, Pa.
For this assignment he was given a truck, electric generator, motion picture
projector, and told to spread the message of fire prevention to rural lumber and oil field communities in the
area. Motion pictures were a special event for the communities. If the "Ranger" didn't show up on schedule
because of muddy roads, horse teams were sent to find him.
Even with aggressive fire prevention, destructive wildfires continued to burn large areas of the Forest. Roy
became one of the Forest's key suppression leaders, organizing and training local fire crews, and serving as
a Forest Service Fire Boss.
Early in the 1930's he was assigned to the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) program as Forest Service
work leader for Camp 1 on the Allegheny National Forest. He supervised major reforestation, road
construction, and facility development projects on the forest, and directed CCC fire control activities.
After completing the CCC assignment Roy moved back to Marienville as General District Assistant for the
Southern District of the Forest until 1963 when he became Administrative Officer of the Blue Jay Job Corps
Center, outside of Marienville. He retired from this position in 1965, closing out a 43-year career with the
"outfit".
He was recognized for his leadership in wildfire protection, the development and training of young people,
community relations, and loyalty to the Forest Service.

During World War II Roy was part of a special anti sabotage team for the Forest Service, and Forest Service
liaison with military units operating prisoner of war camps on the Forest.
He married Twilia A. Reynolds in 1933. Their only child, John, followed his father into the Forest Service in
1959 and retired in 1992 as Director of Public Affairs for Region 6. Twilia preceded Roy in death in 1984.
Roy passed away in Warren, Pa. in August 1991, the last survivor of the original Allegheny staff.

Carl L. Marsh
1926 - 2006

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

1950
1953 - 1956
1956 - 1958
1958 - 1960
1960 – 1965

Location
Shafer Ranger District, Flathead N.F., Kalispell,
MT
Flathead N.F., Kalispell, MT, Talley Lake District.
Flathead N.F., Talley Lake District,
Helena N. F
Gallatin N. F. Gardiner District
Lewis & Clark N.F.

1965 - 1980

Helena N.F.

1948 - 1949

Position(s)
Summer Seasonal
Summer Seasonal
Assistant Ranger
Timber Staff Assistant
District Ranger
District Ranger
Assistant Staff Officer Silviculture
& Fire

Biography
Carl Marsh graduated in 1951 from the University of Montana, Missoula,
Montana with B.S. degrees in Forestry and Range Management. At
graduation he was commissioned in United State Air Force as a 2nd Lt.
In 1953 he was honorable discharged from USAF as Captain. He then
served 34 years in the Air Force Reserves. He was a US Army Air
Corporal during World War II in the South Pacific.
Carl was a Forest Service employee from 1948 until 1980 except for
period of his military service. During the summer of 1950 Carl worked
on a crew building the Fiddlesticks Creek Cabin for winter crews on the
Talley Lake District of the Flathead National Forest. Other summer work
included tallying timber cruise data using a tally-whacker.
In 1953 Carl rejoins Forest Service following military service. He was
assigned to the Flathead National Forest, Talley Lake District, as
Assistant Ranger with responsibilities in timber, fire, and the Whitefish
Ski area. He cruised timber on shoeshoes on North Fork District.
He transfers to the Helena National Forest as staff assistant for timber
sales; Spruce budworm control, fire. Then in 1958 Carl transfers to the Gallatin National Forest as
District Ranger on Gardiner District. He was responsible for management of all activities on the district
including range, timber, livestock quotas; wildlife; public relations, back country patrol; snow depth
records; buildings and facilities maintenance; coordinate with Yellowstone National Park.
In 1960 Carl transfers to Lewis & Clark National Forest as District Ranger. The major activities on the
district included the Belt Creek Timber sales, sheep & cattle grazing allotments, the Kings Hill ski area,
recreation areas, summer residents and special use permit.
In 1965 Carl transfers to Helena National Forest as assistant staff officer. He was responsible for timber
sales; mining claims & mining activity; public relations; reforestation; and fire control.
He became a certified silviculturist in 1977 following three quarters of study: at University of Montana,
Missoula, University of Idaho, Moscow, ID and Washington State University, Pullman, WA.

Carl Marsh retired in 1980 from the Forest Service and moved to Berea KY. There he served Berea
College as a forester from 1983 until 1991. He was also was a registered forestry consultant in the area
for approximately 15 years.
Carl L. Marsh, 80, died April 30, 2006.

Joe Martinez
Unknown

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Late 1950s
1960
1962 - 1966
1966 - 1990s

Location
Lassen NF, CA
Shasta Trinity NF, CA
Six Rivers NF, CA
Eldorado NF, CA
Mendocino NF, CA

Position(s)
Fire Crews, Seasonal Employee
Administrative Trainer
Administrative Assistant
Budget & Finance Officer
Administrative Officer

Biography
Joe grew up near Chester California. He joined the Navy after high school and enrolled at Chico State
College after his military service. During summers he did some work in the woods and the lumberyards,
including working on a pickup fire crew in the Chester area. He received his degree in 1961 and went to
work as an Administrative Trainee on the Shasta Trinity National Forest. He transferred to the Six Rivers
National Forest in 1962 as an Administrative Assistant. Later, about 1966, Joe became the Budget and
Finance section head on the Eldorado, NF and eventually the Administrative Officer on the Mendocino NF.
He retired from that position somewhere in the mid 1990s with 36 years of service.
During his career Joe was always a strong supporter of fire management and served on many project fires
as well as on special task forces having to do with fire. Joe chose to remain fairly close to home. Joe was a
touchstone for Forest Service friends who had climbed the "corporate ladder.” He knew what was really
happening on a National Forest. He had many informal contacts with Allen Smith (Washington Office
Director of Procurement & Property), and told Smith if they were helping the field or not. It was really
beneficial to get a practical read before doing something that might make life more difficult for those doing
the real work of the organization.
He was a really complex personality brimming with provoking thought, while on the outside; he was plain,
simple and practical. Besides that Joe was just plain fun to be with. He had an irreverent sense of humor,
which did not always place him in good stead with the boss and the organization. A welcome reminder of
home and the simplicity of what is really important in life. He loved the Forest Service and should be
remembered.

Arnold Frank Masoner

1941 - 2006

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1964 1975 - 1995

Location
Sequoia NF, CA
Firescope, Riverside, CA
Pacific Northwest Region (R-6), Portland, OR

Position(s)
Administrative Officer
Financial/Administrative Specialist
Regional Business Manager for Fire &
Aviation

Biography
Arnie Masoner was born in Hydro, Okla. in 1941. Masoner joined the U.S.
Forest Service in 1964 as an administrative officer on the Sequoia National
Forest. "Arnie was in fire business management, so the agencies would come
to him to ask, 'How do I buy this, how do I get this done?'" says Rick Dice,
president of PatRick Corporation and the National Wildfire Suppression Agency
(NWSA), and one of the co-founders of Wildland Firefighter. Stan Kunzman,
chair of the NWSA's training committee, worked with Masoner in Region 6 in
the I980s and '90s. "He was one of those guys who could get things done
legally," he recalls. "He never let red tape be a roadblock, but he never did
anything outside the regulations either." "His personality & skills were directly
responsible for the evolution of today's Incident Command System."
In the early '70s, Masoner was one of the members of a Forest Service team
formed to create and advance the Firefighting Resources of Southern California Organized for Potential
Emergencies (FIRESCOPE) program, organized after the disastrous 1970 wildland fires in Southern
California to improve multi-agency coordination and incident command.
Arnie came to work on the FIRESCOPE Program in 1975. He had several areas of responsibility. He was
Program Planner, Budget and Contract manager, and liaison with the Task Force and various specialist
groups. During his time with the Program he told me many times that he was "in hog heaven" because of the
variety of people and agencies he worked with and enjoyed. I was in hog heaven because he was there.
Arnie solved some of the major problems that confronted the partner agencies. He developed the first,
formal, all-agency radio frequency sharing agreement. He wrote and administered the first contract for multichannel programmable radios for ground force use. He wrote guidelines and forms that made it legal and
easy for Unified Commanders to share incident costs. He wrote the original Finance Section manual and
worked to get approvals through all partner agencies and the National Wildfire Coordinating Group. Masoner
contributed greatly to the "Quantum jump" in fire service safety and effectiveness. One of his favorite sayings
was, "You can't change yesterday, but you can change tomorrow". He lived that saying.
When the FIRESCOPE program was declared a success, and the team disbanded, Masoner returned to a
national forest as an administrative officer, but he continued to serve as a Class I Finance Chief on a national
ICS team as well as one of the lead trainers at the USFS National Advance Resource Training Center.
"Several years before he retired, he became the regional business and finance manager for the Forest
Service's Pacific Northwest fire and aviation staff," John Marker says. "He was one of the key leaders in the

development of fire contracts for the use of non-agency crews and engines for fire suppression, which was
becoming critical to fire protection as agency crew strength declined with budget reductions."
After 31 years with the USFS, Masoner retired but kept in close touch with the community, serving as
executive secretary of the NWSA and helping to found Wildland Firefighter in 1996. "I think Arnie's lasting
contribution to the wildland fire community is starting Wildland Firefighter magazine," Kunzman says. "It's
important for the troops to have a publication of that caliber." At the time the magazine was founded, there
were few opportunities for wildland firefighters to connect with vendors and for agencies to disseminate new
information and tactics. "It's hard to imagine, but back then there was not even a consolidated place for
advertising; you just had to know where to go to buy," Dice says. "If an agency published a white paper, they
might be the only ones who would see that. It [the magazine] needed to be done."
In 2003, Elsevier Public Safety purchased Wildland Firefighter. "[Arnie] was pleased to see the years of effort
to develop the magazine result in [Elsevier] ownership and the first-class publication it is today," Marker says.

Edward C. Maw
1917-2004

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1939

Location
Boise National Forest/Weiser NF/Payette National
Forest
Caribou National Forest
Toyabe National Forest
Boise National Forest

1979

Position(s)
District Ranger
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Retired

Biography
Edward C. Maw, 87, of Boise, Idaho, died Wednesday, April 7, 2004, in Elko, Nev. Edward C. Maw was born
on Feb. 18, 1917, to Roderick and Minnie Maw on the family farm four miles northwest of Meridian, Idaho.
He grew up on a farm across the road from where he was born and on Smiths Prairie, where his father
owned a cattle ranch and grazing permit on the Boise National Forest. At an early age Ed learned to ride,
pack, and shoe a horse, fish with a willow pole, and shoot blue grouse with a .22 rifle. His education started
at the Blue Valley two-room elementary schoolhouse three miles north of Meridian. He graduated from
Meridian High School, attended the Southern Branch of the University of Idaho at Pocatello (now Idaho State
University), and graduated from Utah State University with a bachelor of science degree in forestry. Upon
graduation from the university, Ed went to work for the Boise National Forest receiving his permanent
appointment on the Weiser National Forest, which is now integrated into the Payette National Forest.
Ed married Mary Ellen Mitchell at Emmett, Idaho, on Sept. 2, 1945, and she readily adapted to the isolated
lifestyle of the wife of a forest ranger. Ed had a 39-year career with the Forest Service, retiring in 1979. The
highlights of Ed's career were district ranger at Dubois, Idaho; district ranger at Council, Idaho; forest
supervisor at the Caribou Forest at Pocatello, Idaho; forest supervisor of the Toyabe Forest in Reno, Nev.;
and forest supervisor of the Boise National Forest, Boise, Idaho.
Ed was very active in community affairs. He was president of the Dubois Lions Club, and the president of the
Clark County Sportsman, president of the Council "X" Club. He was selected the "Boss of the Year" by the
Pocatello Chapter of the National Secretary's Association, received the "Chucker Award" from the Nevada
Sportsman Association, received the "Conservationist of the Year Award" from the Soil Conservation
Districts of Nevada, received the "Forester of the Year" award from the Intermountain Section of the Society
of American Foresters, and received the "Distinguished Citizen" award from the Idaho Statesman.
Ed was a 50-year member of the Masonic Lodge and was a member of the following organizations: St.
John's Lodge #52 at Shelley, Idaho; Boise Scottish Rite; Shriners, Royal Order of the Jesters; Rotary Club
since 1961; Hill View United Methodist Church; and Poachers Club
Ed's wife of 56 years, Mary, preceded him in death on Feb. 25, 2001.
He is survived by a sister, Gladys Wilson of Portland, Ore.; two daughters, Elizabeth Heguy of Elko, Nev.;
and Gloria Solari of San Jose, Calif.; and two grandchildren, Nicholas and Emily Heguy, also of Elko, Nev.

Lawrence K (Larry) Mays
Unknown

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

1944 - 1946
Approx 10 Yrs

Location
Fremont National Forest, Silver Lake, OR
Columbia (later Gifford Pinchot) National
Forest, WA
Pacific Northwest Region (6), Portland OR
Fremont National Forest, Lakeview, OR
Chief's Office, Washington D.C.
Southern Region (8), Atlanta, GA

Position(s)
District Ranger

Assistant Chief Fire Control
Forest Supervisor
Chief Internal Audit
Chief of Operations

Biography
Larry K. Mays was a native of Washington State. He was a great Forest Service employee. He followed Ed
Cliff as Forest Supervisor of the Fremont and proceeded to solve the wild horse and deer herd problem
without publicity. He got things done.

John “Jack” D. McArdle

1932 - 2005

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Nez Perce National Forest
Kinksu National Clark Fork ID
Custer National Forest, Red Lodge MT
Green Mountain National Forest, Rutlund, VT
Washington Office

Position(s)
Jr. Forester
District Ranger
District Ranger
Forest Supervisor
Minerals & Geology Staff

Biography
Jack was born in Portland, OR and spent his grade school years in
Asheville, NC. He graduated from Alice Deal High School in the
Washington, DC and attended University of Michigan, in Ann Arbor where
he obtained a Masters Degree in Forestry.
After military service in the Army Engineers, he began his Forest Service
career on the Nez Perce as a Junior Forester. He was District Ranger in
Clark Fork, Idaho on the Kinksu National Forest and Red Lodge, Montana
on the Custer National Forests. He was Forest Supervisor of the Green
Mountain National Forest in Vermont, before ending his career in
Minerals and Geology in Washington, DC. Throughout Jack's career, he
was inspired by the idealism of the Forestry movement and public
service.
Jack retired with his wife, Judy, to Santa Rosa, CA. They dug a pond,
raising water lilies and lotus, made a Japanese garden, took art courses,
traveled, and hiked the hills of Sonoma County.
He is survived by his wife, daughters Melora McArdle of Santa Rosa,
Eileen McArdle, Celia Dastvan, grandchildren Helen and Nathan McArdle Dastvan. Two brothers, Richard
C. McArdle and Michael R. McArdle of Madison, WI also survive.

Robert S. McBride

1916 - 1993

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1937 - 1944
1949 - 1950
1950 -

- 1960
1960 - 1969
1969 - 1973

Location
San Dimas Experimental Forest
Mt. Baldy District, Angles NF, CA
Forest Experimental Station, Berkley, CA
Gasquet and Orleans Districts, Six Rivers
NF, CA
Shasta-Trinity and Sierra NFs, CA
Cleveland NF, CA
California Region (R-5)
Intermountain Region (R-4), UT

Position(s)
Technician
Lookout, Patrolman, Fire Dispatcher
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
Fire Control Officer
Fire Control and State & Private
Assistant Regional Forester for Fire, Aircraft
and State & Private

Biography
Mr. McBride's education in forestry started after graduation from high school in San Diego California when he
enrolled in the Civilian Conservation Corps. He was in the U.S. Navy 1945 - 1946. After military service he
enrolled in University of California at Berkley. He received a B.S. degree in forestry in 1949. Returning to
school after retirement, he received a B.S. degree I geology from Weber State College in 1981.
Bob started working for the Forest Service in 1937 as a technician at the San Dimas Experimental Forests
and on the Mt. Baldy District of the Angles National Forest.
Bob had a long and distinguish Forest Service career in California and the Intermountain Region. He was
internationally known and respected, particularly in the fire community. After his retirement volunteered on
several archaeological projects on Easter Island, England, Israel and the State of New Mexico.
Bob donated a very extensive collection of technical and general interest publications to the National
Museum of Forest Service History archives.

John R. McGuire
1917 - 2002

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1946 (?)
1950s - 1967
1967 - 1972
1972 - 1979

Location
Northeastern Forest Experimental Station,
New Haven, Conn. And Upper Darby, PA
Pacific Southwest Forest & Ranger
Experiment Station, Berkley, CA
Washington Office
Washington Office

Position(s)
Researcher
Chief Economist
Assistant to Chief
Chief

Biography
Mr. McGuire served the Forest Service as the 10th Chief. He retired in 1979 as protector of nearly 190 million
acres of public land.
John Richard McGuire was a Milwaukee, Wisconsin native and a forestry graduate of the University of
Minnesota. He received a master's degree in forestry from Yale University and a master's degree in
economics from the University of Pennsylvania.
One of the most important issues of his day was clear-cutting. He had to balance the needs of timber
management, the concerns of environmentalists and the average citizen who might be upset by the aesthetic
result of timber harvesting.
Upon becoming chief in 1972, Mr. McGuire added guidance on clear-cutting that limited the size of clearcuts. His plans also considered the affect on soil, water, fish and wildlife. He was instrumental in formulating
and implementing the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974, a master plan to
manage the supply of and demand for resources on private and public forestland
Mr. McGuire played a large role in crafting the National Forest Management Act of 1976. The act passed in
response to a court decision prohibiting the cutting of trees that were not individually designated (marked)
dead, mature, or large growth trees. The Act offered a comprehensive management review of national forest
`land managed by the Forest Service, while repealing the 19th-century law at the root of the court case.
Throughout the 1970s, Mr. McGuire helped shape the Roadless Area Review and Evaluation (RARE) and
the RARE II decisions. Together, those major policy issues resulted in congressional action designating
which roadless areas would be deemed wildernesses, pristine swaths of untouchable land.
In a contentious move in 1979, President Carter ordered Mr. McGuire to temporarily increase the amount of
timber sold from national forests by 1 billion board feet per year. The president sold the decision as a way to
reduce housing costs and inflation. "At some point in the future, we would have to cut less," Mr. McGuire
said. "Then we could go back to a sustainable yield. It's a balancing act."
During World War II He served in the Army Corps of Engineers in the Pacific theater. After military service
he joined the Forest Service as a researcher at the Northeastern Forest Experimental Station in New Haven
Connecticut. During the 1950s and 1960 John was the Chief Economist at the Pacific Southwest Forest &
Ranger Experiment Station in Berkley, CA. He was a prime contributor to "Timber Resources for America's
Future," an important agency survey.
He received the President's Award for Distinguished Federal Service.

Survivors include his wife, Marjory Graff McGuire, whom he married in 1945, of Gaithersburg; a daughter,
Joan McGuire of Raleigh, N.C.; a brother; and a sister.

James Davies McLean

1933-2006

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1956
1957

Location
Surprise Valley RD, Modoc NF, R5
Garden Valley RD, Modoc NF

Position(s)
Junior Forester
Forester, Scaler

1959
1962
1972
1975
1981
1988

Greenville RD, Plumas NF, R5
Quincy RD, Plumas NF
Lassen NF, R5
Six Rivers NF, R5
Shasta Trinity NF, R5
Retired

Assistant District Ranger
District Ranger
Fire Management Officer
Deputy Forest Supervisor
Fire Management Officer

Biography
James "Jim" Davies McLean was born in Durango, CO on September 23, 1933. He graduated from San Luis
Obispo High in 1951, and from the University of Montana in 1956 with a degree in Forestry.
Jim began his Forest Service career on the Modoc NF, R5 in 1956. He spent his entire career in Region
Five, working on the Plumas, Lassen, Six Rivers and Shasta Trinity National Forests. He retired as fire
Management Officer on the Shasta Trinity FF in 1988.
Jim served on National Fire Teams after attending Advanced Fire Management training courses in Marana,
AZ. He was the Incident Commander on National Fire Team #4. While serving as Fire Management Officer
on the Lassen NF he was an integral part of the team that formed the Susanville Interagency Fire Dispatch
Center.
He was active in the Pacific Southwest FSX Club, and a member of the University of Montana Alumni
Association.

Steven D. McLean

1954-2016

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1973-74
1975

2005
2009
2011-2012

Location
U.S. Air Force
Lassen-Modoc Unit, CDF
Susanville Training Center, CDF
Northern Region Operations Ctr., CDF
Law Enforcement Program
Siskiyou Unit, CDF
Retired from CA Dept of Forestry/Fire
Protection
Retired Annuitant, CAL FIRE’s Employee
Support Service Program

Position(s)
Firefighter
Director
Battalion Chief
Asst. Chief
Asst. Chief

Overseeing Manager

Biography
Steven is the son of James D McLean and Patricia McLean-Locatell. Steve grew up in Quicy, CA, graduting
from Quincy HS in 1972. Steven and his brothers all followed in their father’s footsteps, choosing careers in
firefighting.
Steve served in various positions in Northern California with the CA Dept of Forestry and Fire Protection,
now CAL-FIRE for 34 years. Using his administrative expertise, Steve served as Finance Section Chief on
Incident Command Teams.
Steve’s father, James McClean, is also on the National Museum of Forest Service History Honor Roll.

George C. Mendel
1927 - 1981

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1951 - 1958
1958 - 1964
1964 - 1976
1976 - 1981

Location
Shaver Lake, High Sierra and North Fork
Ranger Districts, Sierra NF, CA
San Luis District, Los Padres NF, CA
Supervisor's Office, Mendocino NF, CA
Supervisor's Office, Shasta-Trinity NF, CA

Position(s)
Junior Forester
District Ranger
Fire Management Officer
Fire Management Officer

Biography

George, born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, entered the U.S. Navy upon graduation from high school in May
1945. He earned his wings as a naval aviator and was separated from the service July 1947. He obtained a
B.S. Degree in Forestry from Michigan State University in June 1950. He entered into a Masters program,
but was offered employment on the Sierra National Forest, R-5, as a Junior Forester where he reported in
August 1951.
George was assigned to the Shaver Lake, High Sierra and North Fork Ranger Districts while on the Sierra. In
July 1958, George was promoted to District Ranger, San Luis Ranger District, Los Padres N. F. From August
1964 to June 1976, George as served as Fire Management Officer on the Mendocino N. F at Willows,
California. George was promoted to Fire Management Officer, Shasta-Trinity NF, Redding, California. On
May 11, 1981, George was one of four Forest Service employees killed in a tragic aircraft accident that also
destroyed the Northern California Service Center of the Forest Service.
George was an outstanding mentor, an accomplished manager and a highly-regarded Incident Commander.
He received superior performance and special service awards three times in his career.

Historical Note: Sierra NF District Reorganization - As of 1976 - the High Sierra Ranger District (an in-andout district) had been combined with the Shaver Lake to form the Pine Ridge Ranger District, still located at
Shaver Lake. The North Fork and Minarets (an in-and-out) Ranger Districts had been combined and
renamed the Minarets RD and located in North Fork. The Supervisor's Office had been moved to Fresno
around 1967.

Bob Meurisse

1938-2017

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

1957-1962

Colorado State University, including several summer
jobs on the Gunnison, Shoshone and Black Hills
National Forests.
Southwestern Region 3 working in Arizona on the
Prescott National Forest Soil Survey, with projects
also on the Apache-Sitgreaves, Coconino, Coronado,
Kiabab and Tonto National Forests.

1962-1966

1966-1971

1971-1972
1973-1974

19751998

Leave of Absence to obtain an MS at Colorado State
University and a PhD at Oregon State University.
Southwestern Region 3, Coconino National Forest.
National Office, Division of Watershed Management
which included Soils, Hydrology, Geology and
Watershed.
Pacific Northwest Region 6, Division of Watershed
Management which included Soils, Hydrology and
Watershed.

1998
2002-2010

Position(s)
Undergraduate student

Soil Survey Team and
Soil Scientist

Zone

Graduate Student
Forest Soil Scientist and
Watershed Staff Officer
Assistant to the Director of
Watershed Management
Regional Soil Scientist

Retired from the Forest Service
PBS Engineering and Environmental, Inc Portland,
OR

Senior Soil Scientist

Biography
Robert (Bob) Meurisse was born in the small rural town of Monson,
Massachusetts in 1938. It happened in the midst of the biggest hurricane of
the century, causing the first floor of their small bungalow to fill with water.
Bob attended both grammar and high schools in Monson. He enjoyed
exploring the environs around their home in Western Massachusetts.
Bob began undergraduate school at Colorado State University in 1957,
majoring in Soil Science. In 1959, after his sophomore year at CSU, he had
a summer job with the Forest Service in Gunnison, Colorado working on the
National Forest Outdoor Recreation Review. In the summer of 1960, he worked for the Intermountain Forest
and Range Research Station in Ogden, UT, installing permanent timber plots on the Shoshone and Black
Hills National Forests. When the field season ended, Bob stayed out of school for the fall term to earn money
for the rest of the school year. He returned to CSU for the winter and spring terms and received his BS
degree in Soil Science in 1962.

Bob’s first permanent federal employment was working for the Soil Conservation Service on a soil survey in
Safford, AZ, in the summer of 1962. There he met Jack Williams, Regional Soil Scientist for the
Southwestern Region 3 of the Forest Service. Bob was offered a job on the Prescott National Forest where
he began work on a soil survey team mapping the Forest in the fall of 1962. Being a Zone Soil Scientist with
assignments from the Regional Office in Albuquerque, he also had several short-term projects on all the
National Forests in Arizona.
In 1966, Bob took a leave of absence to start graduate school at Colorado State University where he met his
future wife, Derene. After receiving a MS degree in Soils Science in 1968, Bob began advanced graduate
study at Oregon State University. His research focused on Western Hemlock, resulting in a thesis titled "Site
Quality of Western Hemlock and Chemical Characteristics of Some Western Oregon Andic Soils.” Bob
received a PhD in Soil Science and Forest Physiology Ecology in 1971.
Bob returned to the Forest Service in 1971 and was assigned to the Coconino National Forest, Flagstaff, AZ,
as the Forest Soil Scientist and Watershed Staff Officer. In his staff role, Bob provided leadership and
management in the continued soil survey of the forest, as well as providing soils information for Forest
planning and Ranger District projects.
In January 1973, Bob transferred to the National Office of the Forest Service in Washington, DC as a staff
assistant to the Director of Watershed Management, which included Soils, Hydrology, Watershed and
Geology.
In 1975, Bob became the Regional Soil Scientist for the Pacific Northwest Region 6 in Portland, OR. Here
Bob provided staff leadership in soil survey for all the National Forests in Oregon and Washington, as well as
providing for the use of soils information for Forest planning and Ranger District projects. The Region’s soils
work provided significant knowledge in advancing national criteria for the classification of soils of volcanic
origin. Bob served as a member on several National and Regional teams to develop strategies for evolving
changes in managing the National Forests, such as principles of ecosystem management, and to address
continually emerging issues in soil and watershed management, including slope stability and soil
compaction. Bob was invited to several international conferences in Canada, Chile, Ecuador, Japan and the
United States where he presented papers on the importance of volcanic soils to forestry. Through the
People to People Ambassador Program, Bob was invited to China to view the Three Gorges Dam
construction in progress and to provide advice to Chinese scientists in agriculture and environment. All
these opportunities allowed Bob to encourage land use practices with management that would improve the
long-term productivity of forest and range lands, not only in the United States, but in the many countries he
visited.
Bob retired from the Forest Service in 1998.
After retiring from the Forest Service, Bob worked between 2002 and 2010 for PBS Engineering and
Environmental, Inc, Portland, OR, which holds an on-call contract with federal agencies in the Pacific
Northwest and Alaska. Bob provided soil scientist and ecology expertise as an Interdisciplinary Team
member for many Environmental Impact Statements and Environmental Assessments. He also worked on
Soils Surveys, Fuels Management Plans, Vegetative Management Plans, Watershed Assessments, Roads
Management Plans, and other natural resource projects.
Bob and Derene were active in numerous social assistance programs in communities where they lived. One
of their most rewarding experiences was teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) at their church for
eighteen years to more than two thousand students from countries all around the world. Many of their
students have become close friends. Bob enjoyed climbing five of the fifteen mountains over 14,000 feet
elevation in the Colorado Rockies. Bob and Derene visited all the states in the United States. While visiting
their son and family in Australia, they explored many of that continent’s natural environments.
Bob’s work in the Forest Service, knowledge of the natural environment, and love of people has taken him
and Derene all over the world to enjoy the natural wonders of the planet we live on.

Forest Service Museum Honor Roll
National Museum of Forest Service History
A Non profit Corporation

Forest Service Employee

P.O. Box 2772
Missoula, Montana
59806-2772
406-541-6374
nationalforest@montana.com

www.nmfs-history.net

Scott R. Miles
1948 -

Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date
19741977

Location
Cibola National Forest and National Grasslands, Southwest
Region-3, Albuquerque, New Mexico

Position
Forest soil survey team leader.

19771981
19812001

Six Rivers National Forest, Pacific Southwest Region-5, Eureka,
California
Pacific Southwest Region-5, Northern Zone Soil Scientist, ShastaTrinity National Forests, Redding, California.

20012006
2006

Pacific Southwest Regiona-5, Soil Program Manager, ShastaTrinity Nation Forests, Redding, CA.
Retired

Forest soil survey team leader
and soil management advisor.
SRI correlation and quality
control of 6 northern forests
and soil management.
Regional Soil Scientist

Scott Miles was born Sept 24, 1948, in Kamas, UT, to James Roy Miles and Donna
Woolstenhulme-Miles. He graduated from South Summit High School in 1966. Scott
attended Snow Community College in Ephraim, UT, and Weber State University in Ogden,
UT, graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in Botany in 1971. In 1973, Scott
received a Master of Science degree in Soil Science from the University of Wyoming in
Laramie, WY. His Master’s Thesis was The Vegetal History and Boundary Stability of Park
Areas on the Medicine Bow National Forest, Wyoming.
Scott started his Forest Service career in 1974 as a Soil Scientist on the Cibola National
Forest and National Grasslands that covers more than 1.6 million acres of lands spread
across central and northern New Mexico, west Texas and Oklahoma panhandle, with elevations ranging from
2,700 feet to over 11,300 feet. Scott completed the soil mapping on the San Mateo Mountains and Magdalena
Mountains and started the soil mapping on the Bear Mountains, all on the Magdalena Ranger District, New
Mexico, before transferring to the Six Rivers National Forest, California.
In 1977, Scott became the Six Rivers National Forest Soil Scientist, mapping the Forest’s soils with two women
soil scientists, something extremely rare at the time in the Forest Service and especially unusual in the soil
science profession. In 1978, Scott awarded a contract to a soil survey company to help expedite completion of
the Forest Soil Resource Inventory. In addition to his soil mapping duties, Scott provided soil management input
to Environmental Analysis Reports for timber harvesting on the Six Rivers NF.
Scott became the Northern Zone Soil Scientist for the Pacific Southwest Region 5 in 1981, an arm of the
Regional Office. His primary duties were to provide technical expertise and advice to the Klamath, ShastaTrinity, Six Rivers, Mendocino, Modoc and Lassen National Forests in all aspects of soils survey and soil
management and lead the 10-year Region 5 Forest Fertilization Study, a cooperative study with the Pacific
Southwest Forest and Range Research Station (PSW). He assisted the Forest Soil Scientists in completing
their Soil Resource Inventories (SRI). This included reviewing field mapping, soil mapping unit descriptions, soil
classification, collecting soil profile samples for analysis by the SCS national soil classification laboratory,
reviewing draft Forest SRI reports, and arranging for final review by the SCS Correlators. As each of the six
National Forest Soil Resource Inventory reports were completed, they were distributed to state universities
and local libraries. Scott collaborated with the Pacific Southwest Research Station to assist with the design
and interpretation of their research projects requiring soil data. He was the Regional representative for a 10
Dedicated to preserving the history of the USDA Forest Service and forest conservation

year study between Region 5 and PSW. The study was analyzing the feasibility and economics of forest
fertilization to increase yields of timber. The study was successful and could accurately predict growth response
but is no longer germane because of declining interest in increasing timber volume on National Forests.
In addition to the SRI program, Scott also provided professional assistance and quality assurance on all
aspects of soil management services on the Klamath and Sierra Cascade Provinces (six northern forests).
He provided professional advice to soil scientists and other disciplines on techniques and problems related
to logging systems, silviculture, wet weather logging, watershed improvement and range management
projects and watershed analysis procedures. His assistance helped ensure consistency with Region 5
policies, professional standards, soil and watershed improvement techniques, data management, and
special studies dealing with soil productivity improvement, including analysis of monitoring results. Also,
Scott was the Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation coordinator for the Shasta-Trinity National Forests.
In 1998, Scott arranged for converting hardcopy SRI reports to be digitized in Geographic Information
System (GIS) format. Each of the 17 National Forest’s, in Region 5, SRI reports and information was on a
separate CD and was again distributed to state universities and local libraries. The user could locate their
area of interest on a computer map, click on the map unit number and all the linked information in the SRI
report, such as map unit descriptions, soil profile descriptions and other components that have unique
properties and interpretations, would be immediately available.
In 2000, the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (previously named the Soil Conservation
Service until 1994) began compiling a Soil Survey Geographic Database (SSURGO). Scott was the RO
contact with the California State NRCS office for the SSURGO project. He directed the technical support
needed for the project and was curator of the budget. This ensured that the geospatial data, Map Unit
Descriptions, and Taxonomic Unit Descriptions matched across the survey boundaries of adjacent National
Forests and adjacent NRCS county surveys. SSURGO map data can be viewed in the NRCS Web Soil
Survey. The end result was that Region 5 soil information is readily available to all interested parties
nationwide. This was the final step in completing the National Cooperative Soil Survey agreement of 1961,
which mandated that Forest Soil Scientists would map the soils on National Forests and Soil Correlators of
the Soil Conservation Service would review the mapping to ensure that the USDA national soil survey and
classifications standards were met.
In 2001, Scott became Region 5’s Regional Soil Program leader. He provided professional and scientific
leadership for soil and ecological classification, correlation, interpretation, investigations, and quality
assurance for soil and ecological unit inventories at multiple scales on National Forests in the Pacific
Southwest Region. He conducted field reviews of the soil surveys and ecological unit inventories on
National Forests in accord with National Cooperative Soil Survey Standards, Ecological Unit Inventory
Standards and National Forest objectives. He provided technical guidance and quality assurance to
project leaders and contractors conducting soil surveys and ecological unit inventories. He also guided
forest soil scientists in these investigations and assisted in the interpretation of laboratory data. He
developed plans, budgets, specifications, and agreements, for use of interagency NRCS employees to
assist the Forest Service in ecosystem management planning, inventory, monitoring and project
implementation.
A major responsibility of the Soil Program is to organize and lead the Region’s Burned Area Emergency
Rehabilitation (BAER) process to protect soil and water resources after wildfires. Scott provided interdisciplinary
BAER training for all Forests in Region 5 to ensure they were ready for the wildfire season. Training included
rehab treatment design, risk assessment, cost, effectiveness of treatments and the efficiency of being able to
get the treatments on the ground in time to reduce soil erosion and flooding resulting from wildfire. He assisted
Forests in assembling BAER teams and coordinated with Forests to bring in resources from other forests,
regions, or agencies to assess the wildfire damage.
He served as the liaison with PSW Research Station for the national Long-Term Soil Productivity Study (LTSP).
He coordinated with the principal research soil scientist on budgets for the California study areas, developed
laboratory sampling plans and monitoring protocols on the research plots in order to correlate the results to the
Regional Soil Quality Standards. The purpose of the study was to analyze the effects of soil compaction, total
tree removal and forest floor removal on long-term soil productivity. The study had started in the early 1990s,
has provided significant findings to maintain soil productivity and still continues in 2020.
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Scott provided scientific characterization, analysis and interpretation for interagency ecoregion maps at
multiple scales. He served as Region 5's representative on the National ECOMAP committee working on
the National Hierarchy of Ecological Units. He worked with multiple agencies and organizations such as
NRCS, BLM, EPA, NPS, The Nature Conservancy, state agencies, and other organizations to produce
integrated ecological units and attribute data to delineate ecological subsection unit boundaries on maps
and to prepare biophysical descriptions of the subsections. This framework provides a region wide,
multiple agency standardized method for classifying, mapping, and describing ecological units at various
geographic scales. The product provides field units an essential tool and scientific basis to plan for and
implement ecosystem management.
Scott was the lead person in coordinating and compiling the Ecological Subregions of California:
Section and Subsection Descriptions publication, R5-EM-TP-005, completing the work started by
Chuck Goudey before his retirement. Scott coordinated with all National Forests in California, other
federal and state agencies, universities, and Conservation groups to gather the required information.
He arranged for broad-based review of the descriptions and put this document and associated map
on the Internet at http://www.r5.fs.fed.us/ecoregions.
Scott was a member of an interagency committee that developed and standardized forest and
woodland soil interpretations nationwide. Standard criteria were established for each soil
interpretation, identified soil properties important to management activities, and prepared the rating
guide (Soil Interpretations Rating Guides, Chapter 3), in the Soil Management Handbook, FSH
2509.18. As a committee member, he helped arrange for multiagency reviews and field testing. Soil
interpretations that could not be standardized nationally were identified so that criteria could be
developed regionally or locally. Scott, working with interagency, interdisciplinary teams, developed
and approved Regional soil interpretation criteria for all aspects of forest management. Regional
interpretations were issued as an R5 supplement to FSH 2509.18.
Scott worked on the National Data Base Standards team to standardize data elements and applications
for the National Data Base. He coordinated with the National TERRA Data base development group to
insure that Region 5's data needs were met and were accommodated in the Forest Service Corporate
Database. He worked with TERRA group to design data forms to ensure that data entry meets the Natural
Resource Conservation Service SSURGO certification requirements for soil surveys as part of the
National Cooperative Soil Survey.
Scott served as the data steward of the soil portion of the Region 5 Ecological Unit Inventory (EUI)
Database. This included designing the data base structure, establishing the relationships between the
soil, geology and vegetation tables within the database, and preparing and updating the data dictionary
and definitions for the soil data elements. He exercised final approval for any changes to the soil
portion of the EUI database.
Scott was a member of an inter-regional team to develop a National and Regional Soil Quality Monitoring Plan
to standardize monitoring techniques Forest Service wide and for Regional and Provincial use. Standardized
techniques are essential to insure that monitoring results are comparable across administrative boundaries
(districts, forests, provinces and regions). Results from Soil Quality Monitoring provided the basis to adjust
management activities if necessary, to ensure that the forest ecosystems remain healthy and productive. The
final Soil Quality Monitoring plan was issued ln the Soil Management Handbook: FSH 2509.18 in Chapter 2.
Scott co-authored a paper in 2016, History of the Soils Program in Region 5 USDA Forest Service on
file at the Regional Office, R5 history department, and at the National Museum of Forest Service
History. His Master’s thesis was published in the Soils Science Society of America Journal in 1975.
Scott retired in 2006 and lives with his wife, Patsy, in Redding, California.
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Norma J. Millar

1927-2012

Forest Service Employee Spouse

Biography.
Norma Jane (Nettle) Millar Norma Millar, born on August 24, 1927 in San
Mateo to Henry and Lillian Nettle, died on February 1, 2012 at her home in
Alameda surrounded by her family.
In 1947 she married Richard R Millar of Palo Alto. In almost 65 years of
marriage, they built a strong partnership, raised six children and enjoyed
eleven grandchildren. Norma was an intelligent, vivacious, curious and
opinionated woman who encouraged and nurtured a family with diverse
interests, views and beliefs.
Being a mother and grand-mother was her greatest joy in life. Since Richard
was a forester, they lived in several national forests throughout California, as
well as in Santa Barbara, Willows, Arlington, VA, and Alameda where they
lived since 1972. Norma and Richard spent a year in Seoul, Korea in 1983-4
during Richard's stint with the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization. They also traveled to
Australia, New Zealand, China, Mexico, and Europe and around the U.S. But her most important travels
were on Interstate 5 between Los Angeles and Seattle to visit children and grandchildren.
Norma bravely succumbed after a drawn-out bout with pulmonary fibrosis. The family thanks Hospice and
her caregivers for their compassionate care during her illness. She is survived by her husband Richard,
her six children and their spouses and partners, Linda (Ed) Cavaille; Susan Millar (Jim Loy); Norman Millar
(Tam Tran); Mitchell (Sharon) Millar; Joseph (Gina) Millar and Leslie (Frank) Harris, her eleven
grandchildren, and her brother Hank Nettle.

Richard R. Millar
1923 - 2012

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1949-1952

Location
Plumas, Modoc NF, R5

Seasonal

Position(s)

1952-

Modoc, Klamath NF R5

Forester

Sequoia NF, R5

District Ranger

Los Padres, NF, R5

Fire Management Officer

?-1967

Mendocino NF, R5

Forest Supervisor

1967-1971

Washington Office, A&FM

1971-1980

Pacific Southwest Region (R5), San Francisco, CA

Director of Aviation and Fire
Management

Biography
Richard "Dick" Millar grew up in Palo Alto, CA, graduating from Palo Alto High
in 1941. He attended San Mateo City College, and worked summers for the
U.S. Forest Service until 1943 when he joined the Navy and served in the
war's Pacific Theater on the destroyer USS Ault, as a Pharmacist's Mate First
Class. In 1946 he returned to San Mateo City College where he met Norma
Jane Nettle of San Mateo. They were married in 1947, and moved to Ogden
Utah, where Dick earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Forest
Management from the Agricultural College at Utah State in 1949.
By 1952 Dick was working full time for the Forest Service, where he worked
34 years before retiring. He worked on the Plumas, Klamath, Modoc,
Sequoia, Los Padres and Mendocino National Forests in California, in
positions that included District Ranger, Fire Staff Officer and Forest
Supervisor. After a four year stint in the National Office, Dick’s final position
was back in San Francisco, where he served as Assistant Regional Forester
in charge of Aviation and Fire Management for California, Hawaii, and the
Pacific Trust Territories; virtually the same position now held by his youngest son, Joseph.
In almost 65 years of marriage, Dick and Norma built a strong partnership, raised six children, and enjoyed
eleven grandchildren, and one great grandchild. Dick was a handsome, athletic, fun loving, hardworking,
generous, and kind man who loved nature, building and planting things, golf and swimming.
Dick made many contributions to improve the agency, but two of them stand out. He was instrumental in the
implementation of the Safety First effort in the Pacific Southwest Region in 1973, as Director of Aviation and
Fire Management. That effort changed the face of fire suppression and no doubt saved many lives. Also, as
Director of A&FM he oversaw the FIRESCOPE project, along with the Pacific Southwest Forest and Range

Experiment Station, and federal, state and local fire agencies. That effort created many changes in fire
suppression, but the most visible one was the implementation of the Incident Command System, that created
a single system for managing fires-and other incidents, for virtually all civilian agencies, at the federal, state
and local levels.
After retirement, Dick spent a year with the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, spending
1983 and 1984 in Seoul, Korea.

Zell Bryan Miller
1932 -

Partner / Cooperator
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1991 – 1999
2000 – 2004

Position
Governor of Georgia
U.S. Senator from Georgia

Biography
Zell Miller is not a forester or former Forest Service employee. Zell Miller was
born poor with his father dying when he was an infant. Miller enlisted in the US
Marine Corps in 1953, which he credits as a "turning point in his life.” Since his
service in the Marines, Zen Miller continued public service in various elective
offices for six decades culminating with his service as Governor, then as United
States Senator from Georgia. Zell was also a teacher and a best seller author.
Zell Miller has steadfastly promoted and supported conservation policies
strengthening the economies and quality of life of forest dependent
communities. Zell Miller's book "A National Party No More" includes a Chapter
"The Environment, 'Pristine', and Common Sense" - an excellent essay on
"extreme environmentalism.” The Georgia Magazine article "It is well with my soul" documents the
remarkable success story of a life dedicated to public service - arising from one of the poor rural areas of
America.
Zell Miller is recognized for his life-long commitment to public service and his excellent record of legislative
and political support in the enactment of resource legislation and funding for the U. S. Forest Service and
many other resource conservation programs and activities in Georgia and the United States Senate.

Eli Milodragovich

1920 - 2001

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Missoula Technology & Development
Center, Missoula, MT

Position(s)
Engineer

Biography
Eli Mlodragovich was born in Butte Montana in the area called Columbia Gardens on a small farm. He
graduated from Butte High School in 1938. After serving his country in the Coast guard as an Ensign during
World War II, he completed his bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering at Montana State University.
Eli worked for the Forest Service at the Missoula Technology and Development Center for 30 years. He
belonged to the National Society of Professional Engineers, and the Montana Society of Engineers.

John Risto Milodragovich

1918 - 1997

Darinka J. Milodragovich
1922-2013

Forest Service Employee

Spouse

Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1937 - 1939
1945 - 1947
1947 - 1951
1951 - 1953
1953 - 1955
1955 - 1957

Location
Fisher River District, Kootenai NF, MT
Philipsburg District, Deerlodge NF, MT
Philipsburg District, Deerlodge NF, MT
Troy District, Kootenai NF
Sylvanite District, Kootenai, NF
Libby Districts, Kootenai NF
Helena NF, MT

1957 - 1959

State & Private, Regional Office R-1, Missoula, MT

1959 - 1962
1962 - 1969
1969 - 1970
1970 - 1976

Nezperce NF, Grangeville, ID
Lolo NF, Missoula, MT
State & Private, Regional Office R-1, Missoula, MT
Timber Management, Regional Office R-1, Missoula,
MT

Position(s)
Seasonal Fire and Trail Crew
Seasonal Contact Patrolman
General District Assistant
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Assistant Forest Supervisor for
Timber Management
Coop Fire Control, Legislation &
Liaison with State Foresters
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Division Chief
Division Chief

Biography
John Milodragovich was born in Butte Montana and lived in the Columbia
Gardens area on a small farm, where he developed a deep affection for the
great outdoors, hunting and fishing.
He graduated from Butte High School in 1936, and the University of Montana
School of Forestry in 1940, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Forest
Management and was commissioned (ROTC) a Second Lieutenant in the U. S.
Army.
He attended officer infantry school at Fort Benning, Georgia, and then
antiaircraft artillery basic and advanced training schools at Camp Wallace,
Texas, and Camp Davis, North Carolina. In 1943, he was chosen and assigned
as an original member of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS). His assignment
after training was Assistant Chief Yugoslav Desk Secret Intelligence, Bari, Italy,
and Intelligence and Special Operations Officer behind enemy lines in Yugoslavia. He organized guerrilla
units in Yugoslavia and Northern Italy and assisted in the rescue of downed airmen behind enemy lines. In
all, he spent 20 months overseas, 3 of which were behind enemy lines in Yugoslavia, 6 months on front lines
in North Italy, 5 months as Commanding Officer of War Crimes Detachment, OSS in North Italy. John was
awarded the -prestigious Legion of Merit and other awards.

After World War II and his release from military service with the rank of major, he returned to Montana and
began his forestry career in December of 1945 on the Deerlodge National Forest at Philipsburg District. John
was a General District Assistant with assignments of administration, protection, and maintenance of forest
resources, timber sales management and administration, and scaling. Also, he assisted the Ranger on range
management as well as fire prevention, suppression and detection. He was later promoted in place to P-1
Forester (entry grade for professional employees / this designation preceded GS grades).
His following positions included Assistant Ranger at Troy, Ranger of the Sylvanite and Libby Districts on the
Kootenai National Forest, Assistant Supervisor on the Helena National Forest; Northern Regional Office
Division of State and Private Forestry with specific responsibility for cooperative fire control programs, rural
fire defense program, legislative program, and working with the State Foresters of Montana, Idaho, and
Washington; Forest Supervisor of the Nez Perce National Forest in Idaho and the Lolo National Forest in
Missoula. He advanced to the Regional Office, serving as Assistant Regional Forester in charge of State and
Private Forestry. At the time of his retirement he, held the position of Director of the Division of Timber
Management for Region One. In the early 1960's, after Hawaii became a state, he was asked by the Chief of
the Forest Service to set up a state forestry plan for the islands.
During his career he received numerous awards for his professional abilities and dedication, including
"Fellow of the Society of American Foresters" and its "Outstanding Service" award for lifetime achievement.
He was an early organizer of the University of Montana School of Forestry Alumni Association as well as the
Association's and Forestry School's scholarship programs. He was also instrumental in organizing the
Forest Service Retirees Association. He was an enthusiastic officer and member of community and civic
organizations.
The Forest Service has been a tradition in the Milodragovich family, with brothers Bob, Eli, and Nick having
been part of the organization.
John is survived by his wife of 52 years, Darinka; son Michael and daughter Michelle.

Darinka J. Milodragovich, was born in Berane, Montenegro. She lived in rural Montenegro with her parents
and five siblings as she was growing up, and attended a local university where she obtained her teaching
credentials. Following that, she went to Florence, Italy, to continue her education in languages. She was cut
off there by World War II and took shelter with a Catholic convent. As the war wound down, she was
introduced to a handsome Army captain, John Milodragovich, and their courtship took place before an ever
observant Italian nun who did not speak Serbian. When the nun would ask what was being said, Darinka
would tell her “we were discussing the weather” or some such innocuous item.
Their first marriage ceremony was Italian civil service, followed later by a Catholic service, and ultimately by
a Serbian Orthodox service with full military honors. The multiple weddings were necessary to comply with
Italian civil law and U.S. military requirements so she could come to the U.S. as a war bride. The first few
months of the marriage were spent at Lake Como where John was involved with investigation of war crimes.
She was several months pregnant when her travel to Norfolk, Va., was arranged via a “Liberty ship” in March
1946. When she arrived in Butte on March 8, 1946, she spoke six languages fluently but did not speak
English. She had not studied English because she never thought she would use it. The next day’s Montana
Standard had a large article headlining the arrival of the first war bride from Europe.
When John was discharged as a major a few months later, he began his professional career with the U.S.
Forest Service at Philipsburg. Transfers as John continued his career led the family to relocations to Troy,
Sylvanite, Libby, Helena, Missoula, Grangeville, Idaho, and ultimately back to Missoula. Family was always
the center of her life, as she was very involved in school and extracurricular activities of her children and
later, her grandchildren. She took immense pride in the accomplishments of children and grandchildren.

Robert R. “Bob” Milodragovich
1917 - 2004

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Deerlodge National Forest, Butte, MT
Deerlodge National Forest, Deerlodge District

Seasonal
Forester

Anaconda District, Deerlodge National Forest

District Ranger

White Sulphur Springs District, Lewis & Clark NF, MT

District Ranger

1956 - 1958

Bighorn National Forest, Sheridan, WY

Supervisor’s Office Staff

1958 – 1960

Shoshone National Forest, Cody, WY

Supervisor’s Office Staff

1960 -1964

San Juan National Forest, Durango, CO

Forest Supervisor

1964 – 1969

Washington Office

Division of Fire Control

1969 – 1972

Northern Region R-1, Missoula, MT

Chief Division Information &
Education

1958 -1956

Biography

John Mitchell

Unknown

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Lassen National Forest California

Position(s)
Silviculturist

Biography
John Mitchell worked in 1962 on the Lassen National Forest in Blister Rust Control. He was the forest
silviculturist and, as such, supervised the BRC unit there.
John had a very well developed sense of humor; a master of self-deprecation. The stories were myriad and
very funny. John said as a very young forester filled with perhaps a little too much self importance, he had
been placed in charge of a crew and had been sent to carry out some project work somewhere or other. He
knew that he was obliged to check in with the District Ranger before he and his crew began their
assignment. He drove his truck to the ranger station, parked, leaving the crew in the vehicle, went to the
ranger’s door. The ranger was away, but his wife answered the door. John asked if he could speak with the
ranger. His wife replied that she would ring him on the telephone. John said, "There I stood in my forester's
boots, my vest bristling with pencils, a compass in the pocket. I had a roll of maps under my arm. The crew
was plainly visible in my truck. When the ranger answered the telephone, his wife said, “Sam, there's some
truck driver here to see you.” '
John, as well as being humorous, was very generous. He often took some unfortunate person under his
wing. He was concerned about his employees as well. Once, early in the field season of 1962, the Lassen
assigned three seasonals to Regional Pathologist Reid Miller for the day. About midmorning, John came by
to see how everything was going. He stayed about thirty minutes. As he was leaving, he handed each
seasonal a signed blank check on his personal account. He told the seasonals that it may be some time
before we received our first paycheck so we could fill out the blank checks for whatever amount we might
need and pay him back when we could.

Joseph (Roy) Royal Mitchell
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Joseph (Roy) Royal Mitchell is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper
Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Richard E. Montague
1935 - 2021

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
5/’56 – 11/’56
6/’61 – 12/’62
1963 - 1968
1968 – 1971
1971 – 1977
1977 – 1978
1978 – 1979
1979 – 1982
1982 – 1987

Location
San Luis Obispo RD, Los Padres NF, R5
Redwood RD, Six Rivers NF, R5
Lower Trinity Ranger Station, Six Rivers NF, R5
Hat Creek RD, Lassen NF, R5
Angeles NF, R5
Mt Baker-Snoqualmie NF, R6
Fire & Aviation Staff, R4
Washington Office, Fire Staff
Fire and Aviation Staff, R5

Position(s)
Foreman, Pozo Hot Shots
Forester
District Ranger
District Ranger
Fire Staff Officer
Deputy Forest Supervisor
Director
Assistant Director, Operations
Director

Biography
Dick and his older brother grew up in the San Luis Obispo area. His Dad
worked for PG&E and they moved around California where his Dad’s work
was. He did attend Elementary School in San Luis Obispo where Dick and
Laura, Dick's future wife, were both in the same 1st and 2nd grade class.
Turns out at that time they lived four blocks from one another.
Dick spent a lot of time during summers with his grandparents who had a farm
in Dinuba, CA. He grew up knowing hard work and what it took to put food
on the table. In his Junior Year he was back in San Luis Obispo where
he attended San Luis Obispo H·i gh School and once again had Laura in
his classes. He lettered in both his Junior and Senior years in football,
basketball and baseball.
Big for his age, he was hired at 16 years of age with the CDF and worked his
way onto an engine crew, even though· he was underage for firefighting. He attended a joint
CDF/USFS Fire Preparedness Training Session at the beginning of his third season and was hired away
from CDF at 18 years of age by William T. ''Bill'' Dresser who was the District Ranger on the San
Luis Obispo Ranger District on the Los Padres National Forest. Dick was assigned to the Pozo Hot Shot
Crew as a foreman and John Maiman, the Superintendent of the Pozo Hot Shot Crew, was the one
person that had the biggest impact on Dick with his knowledge of fire behavior.
From high school Dick went on to San Luis Obispo Junior College where he was a member of the
College basketball team. Upon graduation he joined the US Air Force and ended up stationed in
Madera, CA. He and Laura married and following his three and a half years of military service used his GI
Bill to enroll in the School of Forestry at Humbolt State. Bob Spivey was also attending Humbolt State
at that time and Dick and Bob became good friends and studied together. Doug Leisz, who was the
District Ranger on the Lower Trinity Ranger District, hired both Bob and Dick to work on his District
during weekends and summers. Upon graduation Dick accepted an appointment as a Forester on the

RedwoodDistrict of the Six Rivers National Forest and Bob Spivey joined the Peace Corps. Several
years later Dick followed George Roether as the Lower Trinity District Ranger.
From the Six Rivers, Dick went to the Lassen NF as the Hat Creek District Ranger and built the
District’s Rx Fire Program while converting the District’s vast brush fields to plantations. Once again,
and now Forest Supervisor of the Angeles NF, Bill Dresser selected Dick as his Fire Staff Officer
behind the vacancy of longtime FMO Bill Beatty. Dick was on the Angeles from 1971-1976 where he was
instrumental in the development and application of the southern California wide FIRESCOPE
Program which included the Incident Command System.
He was also involved in the initial development of the Night Flying Helicopter Program, the planning for
the new and greatly expanded Fox Field Air Tanker Base and was selected to head one of five Class I
Regional Fire Teams.
In 1977 he moved on as the Deputy Forest Supervisor on the Mt Baker-Snoqualmie NF. From there
Dick quickly moved to the Regional Fire and Aviation Management Directors position in Region 4, then
on to the WO Fire Staff as Assistant Director of Operations under Fire & Aviation Management Director
Gary Cargill. There, Dick was instrumental in the development and application of the National Incident
Command System that is now used worldwide.
Next Dick was selected behind Lynn Biddison for the R-5 Director of Fire and Aviation Management
position, where he worked until he retired in 1987 and was replaced by Kenton Clark. Dick and Laura
moved to Escondido, CA after his retirement where he started his own consulting business, FIREWISE
2000, Inc., which is still thriving today. Dick leaves behind his wife Laura, of 65 years, a son, two
daughters, five grandchildren and two great grandchildren. Dick mentored many of us over his long
career and will be greatly missed.

Judson N. Moore

1922-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1949-1955

Location

Position(s)

Union Bulletin

Reporter

1962-1982

Montana Lung Association, Montana Dept. of Health
and Environmental Sciences
Air Force Reserves

Major

1962-1996

Missoula, Montana

Information Officer

1955-1962

Biography
Jud attended grade school in Tuscumbia, Alabama, Treadwell Junior High School in Memphis and graduated
from Central High in Memphis in 1940. He attended Memphis State College from 1940 to 1942. He enlisted
in the Army Air Corps (which later became the U.S. Air Force) in 1942 and served as a navigator/bombardier
in the 8th Air Force, 401st Bombardment Group, flying in a B-17, stationed in England. He was honorably
discharged from the Air Force as a second lieutenant after the end of World War II in 1945.
Jud enrolled in the journalism school at the University of Montana. He took a train west with an Air Force
friend to Missoula to attend college since all of the colleges in the east were flooded with men who wanted to
attend college after the end of World War II. While at the University of Montana, he was a member of the
Sigma Chi fraternity and was also initiated into the Sigma Delta Chi fraternity – the professional journalistic
fraternity. Jud graduated from the journalism school in 1948, with a Bachelor of Arts degree. On Aug. 21,
1949, he married Mary Alyne Marie Kidd in Tacoma, Washington. They lived in Walla Walla, Washington,
where Jud worked at the Walla Walla Union Bulletin as a reporter. In 1955, Jud returned to the University of
Montana and completed a Master of Arts degree. Jud worked in Helena at the Montana Lung Association,
the Montana Department of Health and Environmental Sciences, and the Montana Department of Social and
Rehabilitation Services. In 1962, Jud was hired by the U.S. Forest Service in Missoula to be the information
officer. He continued to work for the Forest Service in Missoula until his retirement in 1996. Jud also served
in the Air Force Reserve for 20 years, retiring from the Air Force in 1982 as a major.
Jud was a great supporter of the National Museum of Forest Service History where he was a volunteer and
regularly reviewed the quarterly newsletter and spoiled the office staff with bake goods. Jud wrote an article
on Jim Girard called Tamarack Grove Dedicated to Timber Cruiser for the Northern Region Newsletter. He
also volunteered extensively at other charities in the Missoula area including, Missoula Food Bank, Missoula
Public Library, 10 years with Miss Cox's fourth-grade class at Lewis and Clark Grade School and others. Jud
also kept physically active in his retirement, running in many road races in the Missoula area and walking the
family dogs until all their dogs had gone to heaven.

William R. “Bud” Moore
1917 - 2010

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

1934-1941

Powell District, Clearwater National Forest

1946-1949
1949

Powell District, Clearwater National Forest
Powell District, Clearwater National Forest
Lolo National Forest
Region 4, Utah
Washington Office
Northern Region, Missoula, MT

- 1974

Position(s)
Seasonal Firefighter, Trail Crew, Alternate
Ranger
District Ranger

Fire Staff
Chief Division of Fire Control

Biography
The big bulls will feel secure coming down from the high
country a little earlier when they hear of the passing of
William R. "Bud" Moore. The grizzlies may feel something is
missing from the Swan Valley when they wake up next
spring.
Bud began "The Big Trip" on Friday, Nov. 26, 2010. His son,
Bill, and friend, Gordon Somerville, were present to help him
"pack up the string!"
Bud was born in the railroad section foreman's house in
Florence on Oct. 19, 1917, son of William and Hazel Moore.
Bud graduated from Woodman Elementary School on the
Lolo Fork of the Bitterroot River. He rounded out his education listening to and learning from the land, a
process he kept up throughout an active and engaged life.
In June 1974, the University of Montana awarded him an honorary Doctor of Science Degree for his
contributions to natural resource conservation.
Bud was the quintessential "Mountain Man!" He ran winter trap lines on his way to and from Woodman
School, and cached his pack and rifle away from the school yard while in class. As a teenager, he
purchased a long -line trap line down the Lochsa River and up on the Lolo Trail.
Winters were spent trapping.
In 1934, at age 16, he started working for the U.S. Forest Service on fire crews. Bud worked seasonally until
World War II as lookout, trail crew foreman, fire dispatcher and alternate ranger on the Powell Ranger
District.
Bud spent three years in the Marine Corps during World War II as a machine gunner, scout sniper, and

finally a gunnery sergeant. He served in the Peleliu, Cape Gloucester, New Britain, and Okinawa South
Pacific campaigns.
Following the war, he returned to the Powell District and in 1949 was appointed ranger. He subsequently
spent time in the Supervisor's Office in Missoula, then in Utah and Washington, D.C., and retired in 1974 as
chief of the Division of Fire Control and Air Operations for the Forest Service's 29-million-acre Northern
Region. During his Forest Service career, he never lost his connection to his beloved Lochsa Country and
the lands he worked and managed.
In 1996, he published "The Lochsa Story - Land Ethics in the Bitterroot Mountains." This book turned out to
be both a historical adventure and a textbook of sorts for those interested in forested ecosystem
management. He was one of the founders of the current wilderness fire management policy and had the
authority and confidence to orchestrate its early implementation.
He was a forerunner of the thought process that led to the concepts of ecosystem management that are
widely practiced today. He put his ideas into practice on his own 8o-acre Condon homestead and was in the
process of developing a similar plan for a 200-plus-acre parcel he owned in Mineral County. Bud started
with the Forest Service when you could carry the rule book in your hip pocket, and ended up answering e mails on his personal laptop.
Bud was in some respects a contradictory conservationist: a great hunter who was dedicated to wildlife
conservation and management, a trapper who never set a trap inside his trap-line circle to maintain a
sustainable population, and an ecological forestry practitioner who was a logger and sawmill owner. He
believed that resource harvest did not have to sacrifice sustainability.
Bud leaves a dual legacy. One will be on the land in actions and deeds. The other will be implemented by
the people he influenced through his stories, observations and thoughts. He was a source of knowledge
who had been there at the start, understood the whys of long - ago actions, and yet remained connected to
the outcomes and policies of today. He loved visiting with the young people who will be the decision-makers
of tomorrow. He will live on in the actions of all who knew him.

William E. Morden
1935 – 2016

Donna E. Morden
1935 - 2019

Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1962-1963
1963-1964
1965-1966
1966-1968
1968-1969
1969-1971
1971-1972
1972-1973
1973-1976
1976-1979
1979-1983
1983-1992
Jan. 1992

Location
Hiawatha NF, Rapid River RD, MI
Ottawa NF, Bergland RD, MI
Ottawa NF, Sup. Office, MI
Chippewa NF, Halfway RD, MN
Chippewa NF, Lydic Lake, MN
Shawnee NF, Golconda Corps, IL
MI State U., East Lansing, MI
White Mt. NF, Laconia, NH
Eastern Regional Office, Mil., WI
Mt. Hood NF, Portland, OR
Kootenai NF, Libby, MT
ID Panhandle NF, Coeur d’ Alene
Retired

Position(s)
Forester
Assistant Ranger
T.M. Sub-Staff
District Ranger
Director
Director
Graduate School
New Eng. Guide Ldr.
Branch Chief, Safety
Deputy Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
William E. Morden was born on June 15, 1935, in Manistique Michigan. He
attended school in Manistique, graduating in 1953. He served the next four
years with the Seabees in various assignments in Newfoundland, Bermuda,
North Africa and stateside.
He married the love of his life, Donna E. MacGregor, in 1956. After an
honorable discharge from the military, he attended Michigan Tech
University under the Korean GI Bill graduating in 1962 with a bachelor’s
degree in forestry. Upon graduation, he was offered a job with the Army
Corps of Engineers but had his heart set on working for the Forest Service
so he turned it down. One month later he had his first Forest Service Job
and the rest is history. He later attained his Master’s in Forestry from
Michigan State University in 1972. He served in many varied positions
within the agency. He was the Director of two different Job Corps Civilian
Conservation Centers during the early years of the program.
He also served in various ranger, regional office, and forest supervisor
positions. When asked where he had worked, he was fond of saying he
“served on nine National Forests and one Regional Office from Portland, Maine to Portland, Oregon.”
He retired in 1992 as Forest Supervisor of the Idaho Panhandle National Forests in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.
After retirement, Bill and Donna began spending their winters in Yuma, Ariz., where they maintained a
residence for about five months each winter.
During their entire Forest Service career, Donna loved hosting all of their Forest Service family. No matter
what time of day, a bed was open and a meal was ready. Bill and Donna loved the Forest Service as their
extended family. As an avid woodworker while still working, after retirement Bill needed to expand his
interests, and so he took lessons in the art of stained glass and began manufacturing lamps and shades for
their home, family, and friends. Bill and Donna moved back to Manistique in 2004 and built a home on the
Indian River. They achieved their goal of being shed of the stresses of the busy world and enjoying a more
relaxed retirement in a place that held many fond memories and slower pace.

Forest G. Morin

1941 - 2005

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1959-1963
1964
1965
1965-1971
1971-1973
1973-1977
1977-1991
1991-1998

Location
Anderson Dam, Sawtooth NF, Idaho
Utah BLM, Brigham City, Utah
Manti-La Sal NF, Utah
Gardiner RD, Gallatin NF, Montana
Ashland Ranger District, Custer NF, Montana
Sheridan Ranger District, 7 Beaverhead NF, Montana
Butte Ranger District, Deerlodge NF
Grand River & Cedar River National Grasslands, South Dakota
and North Dakota,

Position(s)
Summer Job
Summer Job

Assistant Ranger
District Ranger

Biography
Forest was born to Claude and Olive J Morin in May Idaho. His family moved to
New Meadows, Idaho where he spent most of his childhood, then moved to Ogden
in 1957. Forest attended Weber High and met his lifetime sweetheart Judy Volker.
They married December 21, 1963 in St. Paul Lutheran Church.
Forest received his degree in Forestry from Utah State University in 1965 and
pursued his career with the Forest Service spending 26 years in various districts of
Montana and finished his career in Lemmon, South Dakota.
The community will miss his highly -developed talents as a working biologist, a
practical conservationist, and as a constructive cooperator in natural resource
endeavors, as well as his highly-developed sense of humor and his genuine
companionship out in the field and at the district office. He retired as district ranger
on the Grand River Ranger District of the Cedar River and Grand River National
Grassland and as acting district ranger on the Medora Ranger District of the Little
Missouri National Grassland (1991-1998).
He loved the outdoors. As a ranger, he made the commitment to protect and conserve some the best places.
He took great joy in being in the forest or on the range. In the forest, he was in his element; he helped people
understand its natural and intrinsic beauty. His creativity and vision help shape the character and use of
landscapes such as the Fleecer Allotment.
Forest had an aggressive program using prescribed bums to improve range conditions. Forest was also
sensitive as to how the range program affected wildlife and the recreating public. Above all he was good at
showing the permittees how the necessary improvements would benefit them in the long run and in gaining
their informed consent.
Forest made real and lasting contribution to the welfare of natural and cultural resources, such as wildlife,
ranchers, and ranching communities. With Mike Frisina and Maynard Smith, Forest pioneered a practical
solution that resolves elk and cattle conflicts on elk winter ranges in the West. This grazing system was

based on the hypothesis that livestock grazing could be used to improve the winter forage quality for elk.
Consequently, this measure increased the availability of rest pastures and improved habitat for later winter
elk use. Forest received the Chief's range stewardship award in Washington D. C. for his elk and cattle
grazing system for the Fleecer Mountain area, Deerlodge National Forest.
Forest Service Chief F. Dale Robertson said that Forest's accomplishments in range management, the
respect of his peers, and his dedication in working with state government and private individuals to positively
affect the quality of rangelands in multiple ownerships are truly worthy of national recognition. Forest's
pioneering efforts have demonstrated that by working together, complex issues can be resolved with benefits
for the resources and everyone involved. These efforts, along with promotion and demonstration of your
success through workshops, tours, videos, and the news media, are commendable.
Judy Morin describes a trip into the wilderness with Forest:
“After five years of dating, we married and our first permanent job for the USFS was in Gardiner,
Montana, with wilderness, backcountry, sheep allotments and all. Got to join Forest the second
summer for three months (last of June to September or when the snow got too deep). We rode in
thirteen miles the first day to a cabin, which I was thankful for. I asked him as we were riding along if
this horse of mine (that I acquired as a present from his Mom could let me off at the porch of this
cabin that we were going to. Of course, he asked why. I said I was so sore I was sure you could just
fall off on a higher step and save myself some great pain as to getting down all the way to the
ground. IT WORKED!!! The next day (still being a weekend) he wanted to ride to Telephone Basin
and look for arrowheads and do some range work too. I said, I guess so but I was pretty sore, but the
chair in the cabin didn't feel too hot either so told him to put the saddle on the horse and I'd see how
it felt. Well to my surprise it felt good at that point so off we went for a full days ride. From 8:00 A.M.
to 8:00 P.M.!”

Two VHS tapes were made to describe the work on the Fleecer Mountain Area:
1) The Fleecer Phenomenon, 15 minutes, Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks, 1989
2) Landscape: a new story of possibility in the changing American West, 28 minutes, Montana Fish
Wildlife and Parks, 1996.

John Morrison, Sr.

1912 - 2005

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1930s
1945
1950 - 1955
1955 – 1959
1959 –1962
1962 – 1964
1964 – 1970

Location
Lake States R-9
Eastside Region 1
Gallatin NF, Big Timber MT
Gallatin NF, Gardiner MT
Nez Perce NY, Slate Creek District, ID
Flathead NF, Hungry Horse District, MT
Flathead NF Supervisors Office, Kalispell MT
Bitterroot NF Supervisors Office, Hamilton, MT

Position(s)
CCC Crew Chief
Forester
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Forester
Fire, Range & Wildlife Staff Officer

Biography
John worked for the USDA Forest Service in Montana, Idaho and
Minnesota during a career that spanned more than 35 years. During this
career he was responsible for planting over one million trees. In his own
words, he believed strongly that "To plant a tree is a godly act. To make
the earth flourish is to share the act of creation. To teach other men these
things is to make them participants in a divine plan." He practiced
recycling before it was popular and firmly believed the slogan: 'To a
Forester, every day is Earth day.'
He began his Forest Service career as a Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) crew chief in the Lake States in the 1930's. Planting trees and
fighting fire were his two main activities during those years.
He studied Forestry at the University of Montana and Utah State University, receiving his degree in Forestry
from Utah State in 1940. It was also in 1940 that he married his wife Gwen, who was with him for the next 63
years until her death in 2004. They raised a family of five children during their career with the Forest Service,
much of that time in Forest Service District compounds on "in and out" Ranger Districts.
John's Forest Service career was interrupted almost before it began with the outbreak of World War II. He
served overseas for nearly three years with the 826th Engineering Aviation Battalion building Allied airfields.
He earned the European/African/Middle Eastern Theater Service Medal and took part in the Normandy,
Northern France, Rhineland and Central Europe Campaigns. He was honorably discharged on June 24,
1945.

His first job with the Forest Service after his discharge was identifying stands of lodgepole pine on the east
side of Region 1 that contained material suitable for power and telephone poles. With the expansion of Rural
Electrification Agency (REA) and improving telephone service there was a great demand for these poles.
He later served as assistant Ranger on the Big Timber Ranger District. In 1950 he was promoted to District
Ranger on the Gardiner Ranger District. Both of these districts are on the Gallatin NF. These districts were
quite primitive and fire control and grazing were the primary focus in the late 1940's and early 1950's.
Numerous bands of sheep summered on both districts. Trail and telephone line maintenance, monitoring the
sheep range utilization, lookouts, fire, timber and livestock trespass and special use permits provided more
than full time work. In the mid-1950s the Gardiner District sold lodgepole pulpwood that was transported by
rail for processing in Wisconsin.
Between 1955 and 1959 he was District Ranger of the Slate Creek Ranger District, Nez Perce NF. This was
an extremely busy time on the Nez Perce with a growing timber sale program and all the work associated
with that program. A lot of the excellent forestry work was done during that time on the Slate Creek district
and can still be appreciated today.
In 1959 John was transferred to the Hungry Horse District Ranger position on the Flathead NF, another
district where the timber harvest was high. This assignment was followed in 1962 by a Forester position in
the Flathead Supervisor's Office.
In 1964 he moved to the Fire, Range and Wildlife staff position on the Bitterroot NF where he remained until
his retirement from the Forest Service in 1970.
After retiring from the Forest Service, he was hired as Chief Fire Control Instructor for the Province of
Alberta, Canada, teaching at the Forest Technology School at Hinton. After four years in Canada he "retired”
once again to a small farm in Big Timber, Montana where he had a market garden, an apiary, a small flock of
sheep, and poultry. He was active on the farm until shortly before his death.
John was always proud of the work he and his co-workers did during his Forest Service career.

Chester B. Morse
1883 - 1970

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1907

Location
Targhee NF, ID
Targhee NF, ID
Intermountain Region (R-4)

1933 - 1935
1935 - 1946

Intermountain Region (R-4)
California Region (R-5)

Position(s)
Forest Guard
Forest Assistant and Forest Supervisor
Assistant District Forester - Timber
Management.
Liaison Officer 9th CCC Area
Assistant Regional Forester

Biography
Chester graduated in 1908 from the University of Michigan with a MS in Forestry. He began his Forest
Service career on the Targhee NF in 1907. He was promoted to Forest Supervisor of the Targhee and then
Assistant District Forester (R-4) for timber management. He was assigned as the Forest Service liaison
officer to the 9th Civilian Conservation Corps Area. His last assignment was Assistant Regional Forester for
Region 5 in San Francisco, CA.

Donald H. Morton

1926 - 2004

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1947 - 1950
1950 - 1951
1951 - 1954
1954 - 1956
1956 - 1956
1956 - 1959
1959 - 1961
1961 - 1963
1963 - 1967
1967 - 1974
1974 - 1980
1980 - 1984
1984 - 1985

Location
U.S. Army Air Force
Region 4 – Ogden, Utah
Sawtooth NF, Hailey, ID
Salmon NF, Salmon, ID
Toiyabe NF, Reno, Nevada
Custer NF, Custer SD
Targee NF, St. Anthony, ID
USDA Forest Service, Washington D.C.
Rocky Mountain Forest & Range Experiment Station
Rocky Mountain Forest & Range Experiment Station
Rocky Mountain Forest & Range Experiment Station
Region 6, Portland, Oregon
USDA Office of Information Resource Mgt, Fort
Collins, Colorado
USDA Office of Information Resource Mgt,
Washington D.C.

Position(s)
Clerk-Typist
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Administrative Assistant
Administrative Officer
Internal Auditor
Budget & Personnel Officer
Operations Branch Chief
Assistant Director
Deputy Regional Forester
Supervisory Computer Specialist
Associate Director

Biography
Donald H. Morton was born in Coalville, Utah in 1926. Don began his Forest
Service career in 1947 as a procurement cleck and served in progressively
more responsible positions on National Forests in Utah, Idaho, Nevada and
South Dakota. He was assigned to the Washington Office Internal Audit Staff
in Denver and served on numerous nationwide task forces studying
organization, technology transfer of research information, communications
and workload analysis.
Don served as Assistant Director of the Rocky Mountain Forest and Range
Experiment Station in Fort Collins, Colorado and then as Deputy Regional
Forester for the Pacific Northwest Region in Portland, Oregon.
He then served in the Department of Agriculture’s Information Resource
Management Organization as Director of the Fort Collins Computer Center
and then as Associate Director of the Information Resource Management
Organization in Washington, D.C.

Allen (Al) Mullen

Unknown - 1996

Forest Service Employee
Biography
Allen (Al) Mullen was an Army veteran of World War II, serving in the Pacific Theater. After his discharge, he
graduated in Forestry from Oregon State. He went to work for the Forest Service, on the Plumas, Modoc,
Lassen and Eldorado National Forests. From there he transferred to the Regional Office for Region 5, the
Washington Office, and finally to the Regional Office for Region 2 of the Forest Service. He retired in Denver
as Assistant Regional Forester, in August of 1977.
In his retirement, he did some book editing, and volunteered through the Forest Service to get the Western
Colorado Interpretive Association (WCIA) started in the 1980's. He was active on various boards, including
the Town Council, Hospital, RSVP and WCIA.

James Lester Murphy

1927 –2010

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Army
California, Idaho, Washington
Washington, D.C.
UC-Berkeley Fire Research Station

Position(s)
Drill Sergeant
Hotshot
Deputy Assistant Chief of the U.S.F.S
Fire Science Researcher

Biography
Jim was the son of Lester and Harriet Murphy. He grew up in Burbank, CA, and graduated from Burbank
High School, where he was student body president and a star football player. Jim joined the Army and
became drill sergeant at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and played football for the team at Camp Lee, Virginia. After
serving in the Army, Jim worked on the ski patrol and as a beach life guard in southern California. He joined
the U.S. Forest Service, working on and supervising hot shot crews. After returning to school, Jim obtained
a B.S. and M.S. in forestry from Utah State University, then a Ph.D. in forest economics from the University
of Michigan.
Jim spent over 50 years working in the field of forest fire sciences. He was known as the pioneer of
helicopter use in forest fire control, and has been referred to as the "Father of Helitack." He spent years
working for the U.S. Forest Service in Idaho, California, Washington, and Washington, D.C. He began the
country's first graduate university program in forest fire science, implemented at the University of
Washington. He trained firefighters around the world, including Peace Corps members in Chile and. fire
management specialists in Spain and Australia. In Washington, D.C., Jim served as the deputy assistant
chief of the U.S. Forest Service, and later as a fire science researcher associated with the UC-Berkeley Fire
Research Station. After retirement, Jim started his own fire management consulting firm, Fire Science
Systems, and together with his family traveled to Africa, China, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, and South
America.
Jim married "the love of his life," Elizabeth Wilson Murphy, on August 18, 1955, in Glendale, California, and
they were later sealed in the Los Angeles temple of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Together they had four children, and Jim was also the proud grandfather of 13 grandchildren. Jim was a
family man, and he shared his life and love with all of his family. He was deeply intelligent, clever and funny,
genuine and kind.

John H. Murray

1920-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1943-1975
1975-1985

Location
University of California

Position(s)
Researcher
Registered Forester

Biography
John H. Murray was born Oct. 8, 1920, in Oakland, to John H. and Margaret Murray. He passed away Aug.
28, 2013, with his loving, supportive family around him.
He graduated from the School of Forestry, U.C. Berkeley, Class of 1943. Seriously injured in a forest fire
when he was 18, he was hospitalized for a year-and-a half recovering. He began his U.S. Forest Service
career doing research on the U.C. Campus where he met Marjorie Snell.
Their marriage in December 1945 produced four sons, Christopher, John, Randal (deceased, age 5) and
Robert.
John retired from the Forest Service at age 55, and was in private practice as a Registered Forester for an
additional 10 years.
John loved the outdoors, taught his family fishing, skiing, camping and woodcutting. He was a long-time
member of Quincy Lions Club. He helped in the community effort to build Gansner Park in the early fifties,
volunteered at Plumas Eureka Ski Bowl and assisted his sons in building their homes. He loved to read and
could often be found with his nose in a history book or periodical. He was a fine, loving, humorous patriarch
and he will be missed.
John is survived by his much-loved wife Marge and sons Christopher Murray and Nancy Gambell, John,
Robert and Robin Adrian Murray; five grandchildren: Daniel Murray, Sierra and Seamas Gallagher, Hillary
Murray, Kathleen Murray, Ryan Murray; and two great-grandchildren: Oisin and Jakodi Gallagher.

E. Rex Naanes

1920 — 2008

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1942
1946 – 1949
1949 - 1950
1950 - 1955
1955 - 1958
1958 - 1960
1960 – 1963
1963 - 1966
1966 - 1975

Location
Oregon
Carson City District, Toiyabe NF, , NV
Salmon District, Salmon NF, ID
Hughes Creek District, Salmon NF, ID
Ashton District, Targhee, NF, ID
Buffalo District, Targhee, NF, ID
Uinta NF, Provo, UT
Bridger NF, Kemmerer, WY
Regional Office, Ogden, UT

Position(s)
Fire Lookout
Assistant District Ranger
Assistant District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Timber, Fire & Watershed Forest Staff Officer
Recreation & Wilderness Staff Officer
Water Inventory & Pollution Control Staff

Biography
Edward Rex Naanes was born on the family farm in Kingman County
Kansas on July 3, 1920, the second child of Alma Mae Messenger
Naanes and Edward Naanes. He attended public school in Kingman,
Kansas where his father was an educator, principal and County
Superintendent of schools. At an early age he believed he had a calling
to become a preacher and practiced his sermons on a wooden crate
attempting to turn the hearts of the family chickens. However, during
the dust bowl when he began to help plant trees for new windbreaks, he
realized his true passion was soil conservation and forestry. He
maintained that passion for the rest of his life.
After graduation from Kingman High School in 1938, Rex studied
forestry at Colorado State University where he graduated with his BS in
1942. He accepted a position in Oregon with the US Forest Service as
a fire lookout for the summer but only worked a few weeks before being
drafted into the Army in WW II. He served honorably in both the
European and Pacific arenas in the field artillery achieving the rank of
Captain before his discharge in 1946.
Rex rejoined the Forest Service in 1946 in Reno, Nevada. After being promoted to Assistant Ranger on the
Toiyabe Forest in Carson City, Nevada, Rex married Marguerite E. Zocher on June 25, 1948. While living in
Carson City they celebrated the birth of their first child Theodore Edward in 1949.
Soon after Ted’s birth, Rex was transferred to Salmon, Idaho where he worked as Assistant Ranger on the
Salmon District of the Salmon National Forest. He was promoted to Ranger on the Hughes Creek District of
the Salmon National Forest in May of 1950. It was there they welcomed their second child Barbara Mae in
1952. Rex was transferred to the Ashton District of the Targhee National Forest in January of 1955.

Catherine Eileen, their third child was born there in 1956. In 1958 Rex accepted the position of Ranger on
the Buffalo (now Island Park) District. The family spent their summers at the ranger station in Island Park
and wintered in St. Anthony, Idaho. In 1960 he was promoted to the staff position of fire and soil erosion
control on the Uinta National Forest in Provo, Utah. In 1963 Rex accepted a staff position in recreation and
wilderness management on the Bridger National Forest in Kemmerer, Wyoming. In the summer of 1966 he
moved to the Region Four regional office in Ogden, Utah where he worked in Water Quality & Water Rights.
Rex retired while working in Ogden in July of 1975. He and Marguerite then moved to a farm near Erie,
Kansas.
Retirement was not a quiet time for Rex. Once in Kansas he immediately became active with the Tree Farm
Association and was Chairman of the Tree Farm Committee for many years. After starting a second career
as a consulting forester, he worked closely with the State Forester and Kansas State University with their
forestry program. He was elected a Fellow of the Kansas/Nebraska Forestry Association. As a member of
the Society for Range Management, the Society of American Foresters, and Audubon, Rex stayed active
and involved in his firm belief of multiple use -- that man and nature could effectively co-exist on this planet.
He joined the People-to-People program for an educational tour with other consulting foresters to China in
1985 as guests of the Chinese Department of Forestry.
When not traveling, Rex and Marguerite spent summers at the family property in Lake Tahoe, Nevada, and
during the winter months Rex enjoyed working at his tree farm, Cedar Hollow in the O’Geese Creek valley in
southeastern Kansas. Rex received a Wildlife Habitat Award from the Neosho County Farm Service Agency
and a Forest Conservationist of the Year Award from the National Wildlife Federation. His nature tours of his
properties at Cedar Hollow and Indian Hills were favorite outings not only for friends and family but for local
Boy Scout troops, wild flower societies and Audubon members.
Until the end of his life on April 13, 2008, Rex remained an active conservationist and forester.

Don Nelson Sr.

1907 - 2001

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1939 - 1940
- 1974

Spokane, WA

Location

Position(s)
Blister Rust Control

Beaverhead national Forest, Dillon, MT

Range Staff Officer

Biography
Don Nelson, Sr. was born in Nebraska City, Nebraska. After obtaining a degree in forestry from the
University of Montana, Don worked on white pine blister rust control in Spokane, Washington area in 19291930. In 1934, he moved to Montana where he began a 40-year career with the Forest Service. Work
locations included Ennis, Montana, Lincoln, Nebraska; Clark Fork, Idaho; Livingston, Montana; and Dillon,
Montana. When he retired in 1974, Don was the range staff officer for the Beaverhead National Forest.

Marion M. (Red) Nelson
Unknown

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Late 1930s

Location
Siskiyou National Forest, Cave Junction, OR

District Ranger

Position(s)

1945 1950(?)

- 1962

Umpqua National Forest, Roseburg, OR
Chiefs Office, Washington D.C.
California Region (5) San Francisco CA
Chiefs Office, Washington D.C.
Lake States Region (9), Milwaukee, WI

Forest Supervisor
Deputy Asst. Chief Nat. Resource Mgmt.
Chief of Fire Control
Asst. Chief Division of Fire Control
Regional Forester

1962-1971

Chiefs Office, Washington D.C.

Assistant Chief for National Forest
Protection and Development

Biography
Red was born in Grand Valley Colorado. He graduated in 1936 with a Bachelor of Science degree from the
University of Washington. He worked for Chief Cliff during his tour of as Deputy Chief. Red retired in 1971

Tomas C. Nelson
1923 - 1985

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

- 1981

Location
Southern States Research Station
State and Private Forestry, Washington, DC
National Forest System, Washington, DC

Position(s)
Scientist
Deputy Chief

Biography
Thomas C. Nelson was born August 10, 1923 and passed away October
30, 1985.
He received his B.S, at the University of Wisconsin. World War II
interrupted his education. He spent several years in the Navy as an officer
aboard a destroyer. When the war ended he chose to attend Michigan
State University and follow his interests in forestry.
After receiving his doctorate he was employed by the Southern States
Research Station. He subsequently spent several years in State and
Private Forestry in the Chiefs Office.
He retired in 1981 as Deputy Chief ofthe National Forest System. Upon
retirement he served several years as a consultant with the American
Mining Congress in their Washington D.C. office.
He married Jessie (Jay) Hamilton in 1945 with whom he had a son and a
daughter.

Earl Nichols

Unknown-2008

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1970s

Location
Deschutes N.F., Bend, Oregon

Position(s)
District Manager, Supervisor

Biography
Earl was a dedicated Forest Service employee, a District Manager and then Supervisor of the Deschutes
National Forest based out of Bend, Oregon in the 1970’s.

Arne O. Nousanen

1913 - 1998

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1939 - 1941
1941 - 1943
1946 - 1953
1953 - 1955
1955 - 1958
1958 - 1960
1960 - 1962
1962 - 1969

Location
CCC Camp, Thompson River, MT
Phillipsburg District, Deerlodge NF, MT
Canyon District, Clearwater NF, ID
Nez Perce NF, Grangeville, ID
Kaniksu NF, Bonners Ferry, ID
Northern Region (R-1), Missoula, MT
US State Dept, AID Project, Phnom Penh,
Cambodia
Bitterroot NF, Hamilton, MT

Position(s)
Assistant Ranger
Ranger
Ranger
Regional Check Scaler
Forest Inventory Project
Assistant Forest Supervisor

Biography
Mr. Nousanen was born in Florence Montana. He graduated from the University
of Montana in 1938 with a B.S. in forestry. Arne received his permanent
appointment to the Forest Service in 1939. His first assignment was to a Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) camp. He served in the military during World War II
as a Lieutenant Junior Grade in the U.S. Coast Guard.
Except for his US State Department assignment, Arne served his Forest Service
career in the Northern Region (R-1) working in many different capacities from a
CCC camp, Ranger Districts, Supervisor's Office and the Regional Office. He
retired from the Forest Service in 1969.
After retirement, he served in Tehran, Iran in the International Executive Corps in
1973 and 1974. In 1989 he received the GEICO Public Service Award for
outstanding contribution to public good. The award was sponsored by the
GEICO Insurance Company. Received the Senior Volunteer of the Year for
Ravalli County in 1992.
His wife Mary and daughters Diane Nousanen and Marcia Tatrallyay survive him.

Harold C. Nygren

1910 - 1996

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1930s -

- 1940s

1958 - 1962
1962 - 1966
1966 - 1968

Location
Civilian Conservation Corps (R-9)
Brooklyn Mississippi Nursery
Superior NF, MN and Huron-Manistee NF,
MI
Clark NF, MO
Ottawa NF, MI
State & Private and Timber Management,
Eastern Region Office (R-9), WI
Hiawatha NF, MI
Northeastern Region (R-7)
Eastern Region (R-9), WI

Position(s)
Foreman
Nursery Foreman
Timber Cruiser,
District Ranger (8 years)
Assistant Forest Supervisor
Forester
Forest Supervisor
Deputy Regional Forester
Deputy Regional Forester

Biography
Harold Nygren was born in Engelholm, Skane, Sweden. Harold received his Bachelor of Science degree in
forest entomology from the New York State College of Forestry in 1936.
He began his Forest Service career around 1936. Mr. Nygren pioneered new recreation concepts such as
the self-guided auto tours when he was Forest Supervisor of the Hiawatha National Forests. As a Deputy
Regional Forester in R-7 he was responsible for Operation, Fire Control and Personnel Management. He
facilitated the Region 7 reorganization that resulted in reassigning R-7 National Forests to R-8 and R-9. He
was a key person in the "Monongahela Controversy" by testifying before Congress and working with the
administration and Congress to resolve the Monongahela issues.

Forrest Glenn Osborn
1933-2017

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1957-1962
1962
1971
1970’s-1988

Location
Emmett Rd, Boise National Forest
Bridger National Forest
Bridger National Forest
Boise National Forest
Boise National Forest

Position(s)
Forester
District Ranger (Cokeville, WY)
District Ranger (Pinedale, WY)
District Ranger (Atlanta, ID)
Land use Planner

Biography
Glenn Osborn served as a Forester, District Ranger and Land Use Planner across
two forests, four ranger districts and 30+ years in his Forest Service Career. He
saw great changes in the agency over that time and mentored an entire generation
of young professionals, many of whom went on to significant Forest service
achievements of their own.
Forrest Glenn Osborn, 84, of Boise, ID passed away on September 9, 2017. He
grew up in Boise and graduated from Boise High School in the Spring of 1951. He
attended Boise Junior College (BJC) in the fall of 1951, then entered the Navy in
January of 1952. He served a total of approximately 3 years of active duty and
naval reserve time. After his active naval service, he returned to BJC and
graduated in the Spring of 1956. He continued his education at the University of
Idaho graduating in the Spring of 1958 with a degree in Forestry.
Glenn married Patricia Foster on September 8, 1957. They began their married life living in Moscow, ID.
Glenn and Pat moved to Emmett, ID where he began his career with the U.S. Forest Service as a Forester
on the Emmett Ranger District. While living in Emmett, their family grew with the addition of their children,
Jan, Jeff, and Jodi. In December of 1962, Glenn transferred to Cokeville, WY as a District Ranger on the
Bridger National Forest. He then transferred to Pinedale, WY as a District Ranger with the same forest.
While living in Pinedale, their fourth child, Jill, was born. In January of 1971, Glenn transferred back to Boise
to assume the position of District Ranger on the Atlanta District of the Boise National Forest. The family
spent summers at the Dutch Creek Ranger station. He lived in Boise for the remainder of his Forest Service
career promoting to a Land Use Planner before retiring in 1988.
Glenn embodied the best of the Forest Service mission to care for the land and serve people. He had a
keen sense of resource ethics, and never shirked from advocating good land management, offer quietly and
persistently. He worked hardtop make sure developmentally delayed individuals has a quality life and as
such, was a Special Olympics coach for 18 years and served on the Board of Directors of the ARC, a Boise
non-profit organization that provides a comprehensive array of services and support to people with
intellectual or developmental disabilities.

Glenn also supported and mentored an entire generation of new employees during the early years of land
use and Forest Planning in the 1980s. These were head and challenging times! His patience, tact and
humor helped shape the professionalism and understand and incorporate the energy, ideas and new
expertise that they brought. Glenn never lost sight of the forest for the trees.
Glenn’s motivation or coaching and counseling young employees was a sincere interest in and affection for
people. He also recognized that by helping develop young employees, he was assuring the successful
future of the Forest service, the agency he loved. Glenn was a gentle soul, a quiet diplomat, dogged
advocate and above all, a great man.

Dedicated to preserving the history of the USDA Forest Service and forest conservation

Drucilla H. Otterson
1928-2012

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
Drucilla H. “Dru or Drucie” was born in Somers on Sept. 2, 1928 and died in Oro Valley, Ariz., on July 20,
2012.
Dru attended Bonner grade school, where she met her husband Wally, Missoula County High School and the
University of Montana. She retired from federal employment after 34 years of very proud and loyal service,
including two years for the Veterans Administration and 32 years for the Forest Service Division of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.
Dru is survived by her husband, Wally, of 62 years. They have resided in Oro Valley for the last 25 years.
She was an active participant in poetry and book discussion groups, having had her poems published in two
books of poetry.

Wally Otterson
1928-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1944-1945
1946-1948
1948-1950
1954-1955
1955-1957

Location
Powell District, Clearwater NG
U.S. Navy
U.S. Railway Postal Service
Lalo NF Supervisors Office, Missoula, MT
Coeur d Alene NF Supervisors Office, Idaho

Position(s)
Summer Fire Control

1957-1960
1960-1962
1962-1964
1964-1968
1968-1982
1982-1984

R1 Regional Office, Missoula, MT
Washington Office
R-6 Regional Office, Portland, OR
R1 Regional Office, Missoula, MT
Washington Office
Washington Office

Personnel Mgt.
Personnel Mgt
Personnel Mgt
Personnel Mgt
Asst Director PM & Director of Personnel Mgt.
Assoc. Deputy Chief, Administration

Biography
Wally retired in 1984 as Associate Deputy Chief Administration.

Summer Fire Control
Admin Asst.

Charles M. (Chuck) Paletti

1930 - 2003

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1960 Circa 1970
Circa 1972
Circa 1980
1982 - 1987

Location
Lassen NF, CA
San Bernardino NF
Pacific Southwest Region R-5, San Francisco, CA
Southwestern Region R-3, Albuquerque, NM
Washington Office, Washington DC

Position(s)
Engineer
Forest Engineer
Program Engineer
Assistant Regional Engineer
Road & Trails Program Manager

Biography
Chuck Paletti was born in Passaic, NJ. He served in the Air Force during the Korean War and then attended
Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY earning a civil engineering degree in 1960. He started his Forest Service
career as an engineer on the Lassen NF in July of 1960, and later served as Forest Engineer on the San
Bernardino NF, Program Engineer in the R5 Regional Office, as Assistant Regional Engineer in the R3
Regional Office, and as Roads and Trails program manager in the Washington Office. He retired in 1987
after 35 years of Federal service.
Chuck loved sailing and was an avid walker. In 1995 he hiked the length of the Appalachian Trail. He was
active in the Josephine Volunteer Fire Department as well as the U.S. Power Squadron.
Chuck and his wife Sue had three children - Kristen, Heidi, and Tony and five grandchildren.

Bud Parrott

1945-2016

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
~1962-1995
~1995-2015

Location
San Bernardino, CA
Paradise, CA

Position(s)
Firefighter and Smokejumper, USFS
Firefighter, Paradise, CA Fire Department

Biography
Bud Parrott was a consumate smokejumper and firefighter for 33 years with the U.S. Forest Service, making
numerous jumps and involved in numerous firefighting activities on public land.
Bud was known as well for his humor, work ethic and sense of duty and commitment to his fellow man.
After “retiring” from the Forest Service, Bud moved to Paradise, CA where he then served another 20 years
with the town’s fire department.
Part of the reason Bud was so well respected was his own respect and ethic of helping others. One story is
when a friend’s home burned down, the firefighters too late to do anything, Bud stood in the driveway of the
home to make sure no looters rummaged through the debris. The owner’s father droped by to check on the
house and Bud, arms folded across his chest, wouldn’t let the man through until he was satisified the man
was who he said he was.
Bud will be remembered fondly by all those who came in contact with him.

Robert Partido

1936 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1960-1964
1964-1973

Location
USFS Arizona & New Mexico
USFS New Mexico

1973 – 1978
1978-1982

USFS – Region 3
USFS – Region 3

1982 – 1990

USFS Region 3

Position(s)
Applied Technical Forestry
Ranger District Multiple Use Staff
Officer
District Forest Ranger, Coyote
Forestry Technology Transfer
Specialist
Deputy Director of Range
Management

Biography
Robert Partido was born and raised in Woodward, Oklahoma. His parents Gabriel and Andrea Partido
immigrated to the United States from Mexico during the civil Wars in the 1915 – 1920. The Partidos had a
large family of 11 children. There were 7 boys in the Partido family and all served in the U.S. Military
services. The four oldest brothers saw action in World War II, two in Europe and Africa and two in the Pacific
Theater. Robert was drafted in 1954 at the age of 18 and served 13 months in Korea. Bob was in the US
Army 1954-1955. After Basic Training, Bob was trained in Field Artillery at Fort Bragg, NC. As a canoneer
and gunner. In Korea he attained the rank of Staff Sergeant a Chief of 155mm Gun Section, B Battery, 31st.
F.A. Battalion 7th Infantry Division. He was honorably discharged March 1, 1956. Served 13 months in
Korea.
As a young boy Bob continued his schooling in his hometown. When he was in 7th grade he joined the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 53, Great Salt Plains District. His scoutmaster, Mr. Pat Mc Ilvain was a graduate
Forester out of Colorado A&M. It was during this time that Bob decided he wanted to be a Forest Ranger.
Mr. McIlvain continued to be Bobs mentor. This mentorship and friendship continued until Mr. Mc Ilvain
passed away in 2007. His teachers encouraged him to improve and maintain his Spanish speaking and
writing skills.
He also elected to spend 9 ½ years in northern New Mexico in predominantly Spanish speaking areas.
These language skills were a major factor in his work in International Forestry later in his career. Partido’s
first Forest Service job began April 15, 1956 on the Coconino National Forest and was followed with
subsequent summer jobs on the Lincoln and Kiabab National Forests. He enrolled in Panhandle State
College and worked summers for the U.S. Forest Service and graduated in 1960 with a degree in Agronomy.
He retired from the Forest Service in 1990 and contracted Forestry related work until 2006.

Florence J. Petersen

Unknown-2007

Forest Service Employee Spouse
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
Florence was the wife of Charles (Chuck) Petersen, who was employed by the Forest Service in California’s
Region 5, and the Pacific Northwest Research Station, Region 6 in Portland.
Florence was very active in Forest Service wives’ clubs wherever Chuck was stationed. She was the
artist/illustrator for the two volumes published by the Forest Service Wives over the years, called “Samples of
the Early Years – Stories by Forest Service Wives.” Volume 1 was published in 1980 and Volume 2 was
published in 1986.

Ralph Max Peterson

1927-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1949 - 1972
1972 - 1974
1975 - 1979
1979 - 1987

Location
California Region
Regional Office, Atlanta, GA
Washington Office
Washington Office

Position(s)
Regional Forester
Chief

Biography
Ralph Max Peterson, the eleventh chief of the Forest Service, was
born near Doniphan, Missouri, on July 25, 1927. During World War
II, he served with naval aviation. After the war, Peterson received a
bachelor's degree in 1949 in civil engineering from the University of
Missouri. He went to work as an engineer in the Plumas National
Forest in California, and then worked on several other national
forests in California.
He was made regional forester for the Southern Region in 1972,
then returned to Washington , D.C. two years later. Peterson was
appointed as chief of the Forest Service on June 27, 1979, and
served in this capacity until 1987.
Max Peterson was the first non-forester (first engineer) chief named
to head the Forest Service. Major accomplishments during his era
were the establishment of regulations for implementing the National
Forest Management Act of 1976, dealing with the aftermath of the
RARE II decision, the "timber depression " and housing slum p of
the early 1980s, addressing concerns about the use of herbicides
and pesticides on the national forests, growing concern about old
growth logging, below-cost sales (especially in Alaska), and developing ways to address the needs of
threatened and endangered species.

Robert E. “Bob” Peterson
1924 - 2006

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1956 – 1958
1958 – 1961
1961 – 1963
1963 – 1980

Location
Seiad Valley District, Klamath NF, CA
Orleans District, Six Rivers NF, CA
Truckee District, Tahoe NF, CA
Superiors Office, Tahoe NF, CA

Position(s)
Timber Management Assistant
Assistant District Ranger
Assistant District Ranger
Environmental Officer

Biography
Robert E. Peterson was born March 22, 1924 in Douglas
Wyoming. On June 28, 1946 he married Betty R. (Wallin)
Peterson. To this union 2 daughters were born, Paula Peterson
Gardner and Traci Peterson.
Bob studied forestry at Iowa State University at Ames and graduated
in 1954.
Before college he served in World War II in the U.S. Army Air
Corps with the20th Air Force in India and then served in Guam
after V.E. Day. He was honorably discharged in 1945 and joined
the Army/Air Corps Reserves. He was called back to active duty
during the Korean Conflict, serving at March Air Force Base in
California.

Bob Robertson – Avalanche
control at Alpine Meadows Ski
Area, Tahoe National Forest,
1962

Bob began his Forest Service career in February 1955 at Yreka,
California. He served on three forests, first at the Klamath National
Forest, then the Six Rivers National Forest and finally transferring to
Truckee Ranger District on the Tahoe National Forrest. His final
assignment was in the Supervisor's office of the Tahoe National
Forest in Nevada City, California.

His first assignment was to the Seiad Valley Ranger District as a
Junior Forester and then in 1956 promoted to Timber Management
Assistant. On the Six Rivers National Forest he was assigned to the
Orleans Ranger District as the Assistant District Ranger in Charge of Fire Control. Moving to the Truckee
Ranger District, Bob was the Assistant District Ranger in charge of Stampede Dam project and reforestation
of the Donner Fire.
Bob was the first environmental officer for that region. Among Bob's proudest accomplishments was his
study of the North Fork American River. His goal was to have this area designated as wilderness above the
proposed Auburn Dam. His work was instrumental in having congress pass legislation to maintain the area
in the "Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.” He hiked every trail of that region in order to collect water samples and
pictures, later documenting his work in a book entitled "North Fork American Wild and Scenic River.”

He retired from the Forest Service in 1980. Bob and his wife Betty enjoyed two years of RV travel before
returning to Willow Springs in 1990.
He was a 51-year member of the Society of American Foresters.
He served on the Willow Springs City Council from 1994 to 1999. He was a member of The National Active
and Retired Federal Employees Association. Bob was an avid golfer, a hobby he and Betty shared for
many years.

Milton “Mitch” F. Phillip
1915 - 1984

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1940 1945 - 1952
1952 -1956
1956 - 1958
1958 - 1962
1962 - 1975

Location
Lewis and Clark NF, MT
Phillipsburg District Deerlodge NF, MT
Avery District St. Joe NF, ID
Troy District Kootenai NF, MT
Supervisors Office Lewis and Clark NF
Northern Region (R-1) Missoula, MT

Position(s)
Lookout
Assistant Ranger and District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Forester
Branch Chief Management Analysis

Biography

Milton “Mitch” Phillip graduated from the University of Montana in 1940 with B.S. degree in forest
management. His first job in the Forest Service was as a lookout in the Lewis and Clark National Forest in
Montana.
He later did other work assignments until World War II. He enlisted in the
U.S. Navy.
After the war, he was Assistant Ranger and then Ranger at Philipsburg MT,
Avery Idaho, and Troy MT. He was then transferred to Great Falls. His final
assignment was as Branch Chief of Management Analysis in the Northern
Regional Office (R-1).
President Lyndon Johnson
presented Phillip a Superior Service
Award for exceptional
achievements in administration of
the regional Accelerated Public
Works Program, two major flood
damage repair projects, the revision
of the communication system, and
direction of the Management
Improvement Review.

When asked how he liked working for the Forest Service Mitch said he found peace and tranquility in the
forest and that he did for a living what people did on their vacations.

George Robert Phillips

1900 - 1992

State Forester
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
19231926 - 1935
1936 - 1937
1953

Location
State of Indiana
State of Oklahoma
U.S. Forest Service, Washington, DC
Soil Conservation Service, River Bain Division

Position(s)
Forester
State Forester
State and Private Forestry
Director

Biography
George Robert Phillips was born on July 17, 1900 in Branchville, New Jersey. He received a Bachelor of
Science degree in forestry from Michigan State University in 1922. He began his forestry career as the first
professional forester in Indiana.
George was the first State Forester in Oklahoma in 1926. In 1935, he planted the first Prairie Shelterbelt
Project tree in the nation. This shelterbelt was named "Number One Shelterbelt" and is located a few miles
east of Willow, OK. George was designated the Oklahoma State Director of the Plains Shelterbelt Project.
He developed and proposed plans for Oklahoma's first State Park. He published the first "Trees of
Oklahoma."
George worked in the Forest Service's Washington office in the State and Private Forestry, Division of State
Cooperation in 1936 and 1937. He was assigned to the position of "organization and contacts." The
Assistant Chief for State and Private Forestry during this time was Earl W. Tinker. George developed the
first fire protective unit in the U.S. Forest Service.
He was the Secretary of Agriculture's representative on the President of the United States' first Water
Resource Council 1968 - 1970.
The George R. Phillips Memorial Forests was dedicated in honor of the Children of Oklahoma in memory of
the state's first State Forester. The memorial forest is located within the Ed Demons Forest, near Broken
Arrow, Oklahoma.
George Robert Phillips died December 14, 1992.

James R. Pifer

1938-2012

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1962
1978

Location
Oregon and Washington
West Virginia Manongahela National Forest

Position(s)

Forest Engineer

Biography
James Pifer was born Dec. 8, 1938, at Waynesboro, Pa., a son of the
late Elmer C. Pifer and Nancy P. Postlethwaite Pifer. He passed away on
Tuesday, April 17, 2012. James was a resident of Elkins, West Virginia
at the time of his passing.
Jim graduated from The Pennsylvania State University. He served in the
US Coast Guard.
On Dec. 30, 1961, at Arlington, Va., he was married to Susan Andrea
Cook.
Jim graduated from Pennsylvania State University. Following service in
the U.S. Coast Guard. he was employed by the U.S. Forest Service in
1962. He was assigned to several different locations in Oregon and
Washington. In 1978, he accepted the position of forest engineer on the
Monongahela National Forest and moved to Elkins. He had that position
until his retirement in 1995. At that time, he joined his wife, Sue, in their
family business, where he was active until the time of his illness.
He is survived by his wife Susan and by one daughter, Sandra P. Davis and husband, Rick, of Wilmington,
Del.; and one son, James R. Pifer Jr. and wife, Jody Hobbs, of Philadelphia Pa.; and two grandchildren,
Jessica and James of Philadelphia. In addition, he is survived by one sister, Patricia Niess; and two nieces,
all of Michigan.

Gifford Pinchot

1865-1946

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
Gifford Pinchot, first chief of the Forest Service was born on
August 11, 1865, in Simsbury, Connecticut. His family was well- tod o upper-class merchants, politicians, and landowners.
After graduating from Yale University, he worked for three years as
a resident forester for George Vanderbilt's Biltmore Forest Estate
at Asheville, NC.
He was named chief of the Division of Forestry in 1898.
The management of the forest reserves was transferred from the
Department of the Interior to Agriculture and the new Forest
Service in 1905. The chief, or forester, of the new Forest Service
was Gifford Pinchot. Pinchot, with President Theodore Roosevelt's
willing approval, restructured and professionalized the
management of the national forests, as well as greatly increased
their area and number.
He had a strong hand in guiding the fledgling organization toward
the utilitarian philosophy of the "greatest good for the greatest number."
Pinchot added the phrase "in the long run" to emphasize that forest management consists of long-term
decisions.
He continued as forester until 1910, when President Taft fired him in a controversy over coal claims in
Alaska.

Sam Poirier

1913 - 1992

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1937 1938 -

- 1958
1958 - 1971

Location
Eveleth Nursery, NM
Halfway District Superior NF, MN
New England Timber Salvage
Administration
Ochoco, Fremont, Siuslaw and Willamette
NFs
Shelton District Olympic NF, WA
Rogue River NF, OR

Position(s)
Laborer
Campground Guard
Forester

District Engineer
Civil Engineer

Biography
Mr. Poirier was born in Duluth Minnesota and graduated with a B.S. in
from the University of Minnesota, School of Forestry in 1937. He
started working for the Forest Service as a laborer at the Eveleth
Minnesota Nursery and then a campground guard on the Halfway
District of the Superior National Forest. Sam received his permanent
appointment to salvage trees blown down during the New England
Hurricane of September 21, 1938. Salvage operations occurred in a
number of New England states. There were 600 people killed in that
storm. Sam recalled that the Forest Service salvaged 650 million
board feet of privately owned timber.
Sam entered the U.S. Army in April 1942. He attended officers'
candidate school, was commissioned and was assigned to the Corps
of Engineers. He held the rank of Captain. He also served on active duty 1951 - 1952 during the Korean
War.
Following military service Sam returned to the Forest Service and was assigned the Ochoco and then the
Willamette forests. Sam was the author of the impact study (1953-1955) east of Eugene in the Middle Fork
of the Willamette for the Hills Creek Dam and Reservoir.
As a civil engineer on the Rogue Rive National Forest he was the contracting officer on construction of 14
bridges, 10 buildings since 1953 in addition to heading up the road maintenance organization and serving as
fleet manager. Sam also vividly recalled the "Columbus Day Big Blow" of 1962 on the Rogue River National
Forest. He was at Union Creek on a contractor's "show me" trip when it struck. Big pines going down,
sounded like dynamite blasts, he said. There were five men in the party and when Lowell Ash let out a yell,
they thought the Union Creek office was being felled and all dived for the basement at the same time. "The
door just wasn't wide enough," Poirier said. A trailer house was cut in half and trees strung like jackstraws
across the highway between Prospect and Union Creek. Loggers started cleaning it up immediately. The
salvage program that followed was quite similar to the one in New England.
He retired in 1971 with 31 1/2 years of service, which includes 5 years of military service.

Sam was a long-time member of the Society of American Foresters. He volunteered many years for the Red
Cross and as a driver for a retirement home. He worked four seasons as a naturalist for the U.S. Park
Service at Crater Lake NP.

Donald Kenneth Porter

1926 - 2005

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

1959 - 1968

Location
Doheney State Park, Dana Pt., CA
Angeles NF
Angeles NF
Angeles NF

1968 – 1973

Regional Office, R-5 San Francisco

1973 - 1980

Western Media Office, Pasadena, CA

Position(s)
Fire Fighter
Fire Prevention
Public Affairs Officer
Assistant Director of the
Information & Education
F.S. Media Representative

Biography
Don K. Porter was born in La Crescenta, California. He went to Hollywood High School and spent 2-years at
the University of Montana in forest management.
Don’s first forestry work was at Doheney State Park at Dana Pt., California. He later worked in fire
suppression on the Angeles National Forest, and then was in fire prevention in the Supervisors Office on the
Angeles.
In his prevention work Don was skilled working with the print and broadcast media in the Los Angeles area.
Don and Dick Johnson, FPO Fire Prevention Officer on the San Bernardino National Forest worked with
media on fires on both forests. They took up this specialty on fires, noting that the Fire Bosses did not have
time to work with the media on during fires. Porter and Johnson became well known among the three radio
and TV networks and affiliate stations in Los Angeles, answering calls and doing interviews both day and
night on major fires. They pioneered this new position, later adopted in 1974 by the NWCG (National Wildfire
Coordinating Group).
In about 1959, Forest Supervisor, Sim Jarvi recognized Don's talents and created a full time public affairs
position on the Angeles. As far as it is known, Don was the first full time public information officer in the
National Forest System. He developed brochures on the watershed values of the Angeles, did interviews,
worked with Los Angeles County Fire Department on information programs, and quoted Sim Jarvi about
events taking place on the Angeles. He also oversaw the Smokey Bear program and the Visitor Information
Service program on the Angeles.
He was an active member of the Forester and Fire Wardens Association in the Southland, and a leading
member of the joint Fire Information Group in Los Angeles. In this job, as first PIO (Public Information
Officer), he had to break a lot of new ground internally and sell the need for the information program.
In the fall of 1968 Don was promoted to Assistant Director of the Information & Education program in the
Regional office in San Francisco. In that post he oversaw the environmental education program, Visitor
Information Service, Women's Club activities, mass media projects and the development of arts and graphics
materials for public distribution.
In 1973 Porter moved to the Western Media Office in Pasadena, as representative to the motion picture
industry in Hollywood. In that job he coordinated with the Forests in the western States on issuing special

use permits, finding good locations for producers and directors and reviewing scripts. He worked every fall as
Forest Service representative to the Tournament of Roses. That work entailed matching the theme of the
Tournament with the Smokey Bear cooperative fire program. During Don's tenure he helped coordinate and
produce four Smoky Bear floats.
He retired in about 1980 and spent two years as President of the Newport Beach Chamber of Commerce.
He later became a volunteer at Doheney State Park promoting their history and information programs and
was a volunteer member of a State-wide Parks committee dealing with history, information and recreation.
He was a great idea person and a real salesperson of the Forest Service and renewable natural resources.
Don was living in Dana Point, California when he died Oct. 13, 2005. His wife, Gloria; and daughters Ann
and Susan survive.

Warren A. Post
1925 - 1994

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1952
1952 - 1959
1959 1959 -1966
1966 - 1978

Location
Darrington District, Mt Baker-Snoqualmie
NF, WA
Verlot District(?) Mt Baker-Snoqualmie NF
Bellingham WA
Quinault District Olympic NF, WA
Pacific Northwest Region (R-6)

1978 - 1981

Washington Office

Position(s)

District Ranger
Assistant and then Chief of Division of
Watershed Management
Watershed Management

Biography

Mr. Post started his Forest Service career in Darrington, WA under District
Ranger Harold Engles. Warren worked in R-6 moving several times before
becoming a District Ranger. After a tour as a line officer he served as a staff
officer in watershed management at the Region and then at the Washington
Office.
His wife Lita and two daughters survive.

Dr. Robert F. Powers
1939 - 2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

1966 -2008

Location

Redding Silviculture Laboratory,
Redding, California,
Pacific Southwest Research Station,
USDA Forest Service.

Position(s)

Research Silviculturist.
In time he progressed to
Senior Scientist and
Program Manager of the
Redding Silviculture
Laboratory in 2000

Biography
Dr. Robert F. Powers passed away November 1, 2013 in Redding,
California. He was born in Los Angeles, October, 1939, to James
and Grace Powers. He was preceded in death by his daughter,
Quin and his mother and step-father, Grace and Francis Murphy.
He is survived by his wife, Ann, of 52 years. After completing the
first graduating class at Enterprise High School in Redding,
California, 1964, he began his higher education at Humboldt State
University where he received his Bachelor of Science degree in
Forestry in 1966. From there he entered the Forest Service. During
his early years with the Silviculture Laboratory, Bob entered the
post graduate phase of his Education, attending the University of
California in Berkeley, 1977-1981. It was there that he earned his
Ph.D. degree in Physiological Forest Ecology. He retired in 2008
following 40 years of research in silviculture and soil-site research, authoring and coauthoring approximately 150 publications. He was awarded an Emeritus Research
Forester at the Pacific Southwest Research Station, USDA Forest Service after his
retirement.
Bob was very active in initiating many long-term field studies during his career. These
studies have provided the scientific basis for forest management practices throughout
California and the western United States. He was instrumental in establishing a
cooperative National Long-Term Soil Productivity research program, in 1986, chartered to
address National Forest Management Act concerns over possible losses in soil
productivity on National Forest lands. Over 70 study sites have been established. Later,
the LTSP became an international program by extending to Canada and China. The
program supports validation of soil quality monitoring standards and process-level
productivity research. Summarized results are supplied to Forests as collected. National
Forest managers use them in developing forest plans and modifying management

practices. Results are treated as the best available evidence and are used within the
adaptive management process. Research results have provided some key insights on
forest soil productivity and will continue to provide scientific data and management
information for generations.
Dr. Powers was a sought after speaker at many forestry and soil conferences in California,
the United States and throughout the world. He traveled to many countries including
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Chile and China.
Bob was one of the co-founders of the California Forest Soils Council in 1981. The Council
sponsors the California Forest Soils Conference which includes a symposium and annual
field trips in California. With CFSC and also the Forest Vegetation Management
Conference, an organization focused on sivilcultural issues of forest management in the
western states, Bob was an active supporter, frequent speaker and contributor to the
organization, and a leader in its administration throughout his career. FVMC has
established the DR. ROBERT F. POWERS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP in his honor.
See: https://www.cfc.umt.edu/resources/_files/scholarships/Bob-Powers-Scholarship.pdf.
Bob was also a Co-Director of the Sierra-Cascade Intensive Forest Management
Research Cooperative, coordinating and leveraging research efforts among the Forest
Service, University of California Cooperative Extension, and industrial forest management
landowners and researchers in CA.
On the academic side, Bob was a well-known Soil Scientist and a forestry expert across
the world. He was an Affiliate Professor at Oregon State University. He was a Visiting
Scientist at the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization, Australia,
in 1988, and a Visiting Scientist at the New Zealand Forest Research Institution in 1989.
Bob served as an editor for the Forest Ecology and Management Journal (1992–2013) and
the Soil Science Society of America Journal (1981–1987); he was appointed as a Fellow at
the Soil Science Society of America in 1994. He was granted the USDA Forest Service
National Land Stewardship Award in 1990 and the National Silviculture Award in 1997.
Bob was an exceptionally engaging speaker, he preferred to say storyteller; and was
awarded with the L.W. Schatz Inaugural Lecturer (2004), S.A. Wilde Distinguished
Lecturer (2007), and Starker Distinguished Lectureship
(2007). He was honored as a Distinguished Alumni from
Humboldt State University in 2010.
Beyond his many professional accomplishments, Bob
was an avid fly fisherman and was quoted as once
saying, “I was a fly fisherman long before Norman
Maclean’s, A River Runs through It.” He loved to fish his
home stretch of the Sacramento River behind his
Dunsmuir cottage, as well as many of the famous fly
fishing locations whenever he traveled throughout the
United States and the world. He loved to mix business
and his favorite pastime.

Bob was an avid fan of the San Francisco 49ers, and a virtual encyclopedia of professional
baseball facts, the latter focused on the period of his formative years.
Bob had a soft side, and he will be especially missed by the feline population of Dunsmuir,
CA. His concern for the down trodden is reflected in his care for feral cats that wandered
about his home, more than a dozen of whom he “fixed”, dubbed with fantastical names,
and domesticated to more or less a degree. Every cat in the neighborhood could find food
and shelter at Bob’s cottage.
He will be missed by many and his research legacy will continue.
A listing, including abstracts and pdf copies, of 66 of Dr. Power’s papers can be viewed on
the following web site: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Robert_Powers4

Jack Howard Prevey
1921-2010

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Coconino National Forest
Kaibab National Forest
California Regional Offices

Position(s)
Fire Control Officer
Forest Supervisor
Deputy Regional Forester

Biography
Jack Howard Prevéy, formerly of Williams, passed away on Tuesday, Aug. 10, 2010, in Santa Rosa, Calif.
He was born Oct. 14, 1921. He worked for the USDA Forest Service in California and Arizona. He was Fire
Control Officer on the Coconino National Forest, Forest Supervisor of the Kaibab National Forest in Williams
and concluded his career in the California Region as a Deputy Regional Forester.
He was preceded by Darleen Prevéy in 1997.
He is survived by his son Jeff (Teresa); grandchildren Janet and Jessie Jesse Prevéy; daughter Susan;
grandson Nathan MacKay (Karen); and great-grandchildren, Kyler, Zachary, Katelynn and Kenneth.
Jack was a long- time member of the Elks Club and the Society of American Foresters. He enjoyed the
outdoor life and always seemed to have a beloved dog at his side.

Ronald Prichard
1938 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Summer 1961-1962
Jan. 1963-Jan. 1964
Jan. 1964-June ‘64
June ’64-March ‘70
March ’70-June ‘71
June ’71-March ‘72
March ’72-Oct. ‘78
Oct ’78-Oct ‘82
Oct. ’82- Oct ‘85
Oct. ’85 – Jan. ‘94
January 1994

Location
Pacific NW Exp. Station, Portland, OR
S. Tongass NF, Ketchikan, AK
S. Tongass NF, Ketchikan R.D.
N. Tongass NF, Petersburg R.D.
S. Tongass NF, Kasaan R.D.
S. Tongass NF, Ketchikan, AK
Flathead NF, Glacier View R.D., MT
Intermountain Exp. Station, Msla, MT
ID Panhandle NF, Coeur d’Alene, ID
Beaverhead NF, Dillon, MT
Retired from USDA Forest Service

Position(s)
Seasonal Forest Tech.
Forester (Admin)
Forester (Admin)
Forester, Team Leader
District Ranger
Forest Planning Officer
District Ranger
Research Asst., Fire effects
Deputy Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Ron was born in Belle Plaine, Iowa in 1938. Like most families of that time
they were struggling to recover from the Great Depression. They never had
a lot to spare but they never went hungry and all their neighbors were in the
same condition.
K-12 schooling was accomplished in Belle Plaine and upon graduation in
1956, Ron enlisted in the Army National Guard and served 8 years in the
Guard and Army Reserve.
In 1957 a beautiful young farmer’s daughter, Ms. Ardis Wright, agreed to
marry Ron and they raised a son and daughter they are very proud of. By
1959 Ardis and Ron had saved enough money to enroll at Simpson College
in Indianola, Iowa where first year core courses were completed. The next
year he enrolled at Iowa State University in their forestry program. During
the summer seasons of his sophomore and junior years at ISU he worked
as a seasonal employee at the USFS Pacific Northwest Forest and Range
Experiment Station out of Portland, OR doing wood density surveys and
timber inventory plots across all ownership classes in WA and OR.
Ron graduated from ISU in the fall of 1962 with a BS degree in Forest Management. Before Christmas of
that year he accepted a job offer on the South Tongass National Forest in Ketchikan, AK working out of the
Supervisor’s Office in timber management. He arrived in Ketchikan in early January of 1963 and his wife
and children followed a month later. His wife and kids had never flown in an airplane and they flew
commercial airline to Annett Island Alaska where they boarded an old WW11 PBY amphibious prop plan for
the short hop to Ketchikan Harbor. Ron had neglected to tell her that the PBY landed on water. On landing,
when the water splashed up over the old machinegun mount where she sat, she thought the plane had
crashed. Ron’s fault! Needless to say, that put a little bump in his Alaska landing.

The majority of the timber management activity on the South Tongass N.F. involved administration of the 50year timber sale made to Ketchikan Pulp Company. Under this long -term contract KPC did the sale layout
on FS lands and FS foresters checked layout to be sure our standards were met. Our foresters also
administered the road building and harvest. Ron was a member of a 3 to 4 man team of foresters who were
assigned the task of conducting a study of harvested areas to assure that all marked timber had been
harvested. The job included a lot of ground
truthing of harvest units and adjacent leave areas. Ron wrote the final report for the study and was then
transferred from the Supervisors Office to the Ketchikan Ranger District. His first job on the District was sale
administration and also had opportunity to work in recreation, helping to design the original Naha Elevated
Trail across the muskeg and administer its construction. He wrote the initial Alaska State Lands Selection
Report, which was required by the Alaska Statehood Act of 1959.
In the spring of 1964 Ron was transferred to the Petersburg Ranger District on the North Tongass National
Forest in Petersburg AK to head up the sale preparation and appraisal for the District. This assignment
involved full time field work laying out roads and harvest units, as well as appraising the potential sales
volume and value. Work was accomplished using a 10/4 schedule working from tent camps, the work boat
Chugach and floating cabins called wannigans which could be towed to the nearest sheltered inlet. This
meant much time away from his family. Ardis continued her banking career and tended the family in his
absence.
In 1970 a promotion brought Ron back to the South Tongass N.F. as District Ranger of the Kasaan Ranger
District which included about 1 million acres on the inside (east side) of Prince of Wales Island. Ketchikan
Pulp Company had major logging camps at Thorne Bay, Coffman Cove and other areas of the District. The
annual harvest of his District was 250 million board feet and was administered by 5-6 USFS resident
foresters who lived in the logging camps with their families. The logistics of Forest Service employees living
in contractor camps and dependent on the people they interacted with every day posed many unique
situations to keep a Ranger on their toes. With only float plane or boat access, all necessities had to be
flown or boated to the various camps on a schedule that the resident forester’s wife enforced. And speaking
of float planes, during Ron’s 10 years in Alaska they lost several FS employees and friends in plane crashes;
it seems like they were almost always flying on the weather’s edge.
By early 1970 a reorganization of the South Tongass Forest moved Ron into the Supervisor’s Office as the
Forest Planning Officer. This was essentially a 9-5 office job and gave his family time to consider their needs
and desires as regards the FS career. Their son was approaching high school age and their daughter was
doing fine in grade school, but after 10 years in Alaska Ron informed the Forest Supervisor that he planned
to apply for a District Ranger position on the Flathead NF in MT.
In 1972 Ron was selected for that position and they moved to Columbia Falls, MT as the District Ranger on
the Glacier View Ranger District on the Flathead N.F.It was great for his family to move back to the lower 48
states and the Columbia Falls schools were great for their children.
Glacier View District shared a common boundary, divided by the river on the east, with Glacier National Park
and Ron worked closely with Park managers to coordinate Forest activities with Park Service concerns.
Though the agencies had different missions it was often possible to serve both parties needs through close
cooperation. On the west, Ron’s district extended to the Whitefish Mountains divide and its length was about
60 miles from Columbia Falls north to the Canadian border. Again, coordination with Canadian foresters was
a very pleasant requirement which afforded some new friends. Bloody right eh! During Ron’s tenure the
North Fork of the Flathead River was classified as a Scenic River after much negotiation with private
landowners along the west bank of the river.
Timber harvest, which had been around 70 million board feet annually, was being reduced to approximately
25 MBF during Forest Planning. The nation was struggling to balance harvest levels with the people’s needs
and desires. The North Fork had very active thinning, reforestation, prescribed fire and harvest programs;
and a pretty intense public involvement workload.

Late in Ron’s Glacier View tenure he hosted Dr. Jim Lotan from the Intermountain Experiment Station,
working out of the Missoula Fire Lab, on a tour of his District. Dr. Jim headed up a Fire Effects RD&A
program at the Fire Lab and was an expert in Lodgepole Pine, which Ron’s District had a good supply of.
Following Lotan’s visit he contacted Ron and asked if I would consider joining his research project.
Ron accepted the offer from the Intermountain Exp. Station and in October 1978 and relocated to the Fire
Lab in Missoula working as a research assistant and liaison between the National Forest System Fire
Management and the Fire Effects RD&A. During this assignment he was able to be active as a member of a
class 1 Interagency Fire Team as a Fire Behavior Officer. His team was dispatched to many fires across the
country to manage project fires. Ron held a class 2 Fire Boss (Incident Commander) rating also. During
winter months he taught fire behavior classes at Marana, Arizona.
After about 4 years at the Fire Lab, Ron was offered the position of Deputy Forest Supervisor on the Idaho
Panhandle NF, and readily accepted the position. The Idaho Panhandle Forest is a consolidation of three
National Forests and has a very active and diverse operation. His time was mostly spent working with the
District Rangers and Supervisor’s Office staff officers to facilitate and oversee operations on the Forest.
The Forest Supervisor was fully involved with public and Congressional contacts as well as program and
budget overview. Ron was tasked with almost daily briefings of the Forest Supervisor on how Forest
operations were progressing.
In October of 1985 Ron accepted the Position of Forest Supervisor of the Beaverhead National Forest with
headquarters located in Dillon, Montana. The Beaverhead Forest is a beautiful place, generous in size and
beauty but due to a very modest timber program it also had a quite modest budget.
The Forest’s forte is Range Management with 90 thousand Animal Unit Months grazing program and a large
rancher contingent. Ron pressed a program of protection of severely damaged riparian areas due to
overgrazing of those sensitive waterways. Many miles of riparian fencing were installed and creek banks
were stabilized and revegetated, The Beaverhead Forest was successful in building a budget which allowed
the classification of a Scenic Byway through the Pioneer Mountains. Several picnic, camping, trailhead
facilities and winter sports sites were installed along the route. Ron believes this was the first Scenic Byway
in Montana. It was another big accomplishment during his time on the Beaverhead to finalize the merging of
the Beaverhead and Deerlodge Forests into one administrative unit with headquarters in Dillon, Montana.
Ron was awarded The Region 1 Supervisor of the Year during his tour on the Beaverhead N.F.
As his 56th birthday approached and after 32 years in the Forest Service it was time to consider retirement.
Ron was mustered out of the agency in January 1994. Upon retirement, he was awarded the “Partnership
for the Future” award by the Safari Club International and The Montana Outfitters and Guides Association.
Also, letters of appreciation were received from the Wilderness Society and The Montana State Fish and
Game Department and the Montana Congressional Delegation.
Retirement saw Ron’s residence moved to Yuma, Arizona. His family still has a summer place in Dillon
where good friends reside and they spend 4-5 months there every summer. What had been a longtime
hobby developed into a small business building and repairing gunstocks. Ron contracted to build the
gunstocks for Axtell Rifle Company out of Sheridan, Montana until they relocated to Arizona. Ron still does
contract work for a large sporting goods store in Yuma when he’s not hunting quail or bass fishing.

Walter J. Puhn
1909 -1998

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1929
1933 -

1942 - 1945
1945 1952 - 1957
1957 - 1969

Location
Siuslaw NF, OR
Olympic NF, WA
Lassen NF, CA
El Dorado NF, CA
Los Padres, CA
Mono NF, Carson District, Minden, Nevada;
Los Padres NF, Cuyama, CA
Sierra NF Kings River, CA
Mendocino NF, CA
San Bernardino, CA
Cleveland NF, San Diego, CA
Sierra NF, CA

Position(s)
Lookout
Trail Crew
Recreation Planner

District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Staff Officer
Staff Officer
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Walter was born on July 20,1909 in Elma, Washington and died January 23,
1998 while residing in Fresno, California.
He was Forest Supervisor of the Sierra National Forest for 12 years. His 36year career with the Forest Service included ten National Forests in California,
Washington, Oregon and Nevada.
While attending Oregon State College Puhn was hired as a lookout for a
summer season on the Siuslaw National Forest in Oregon. His salary was
$105 a month. After graduation in 1932 from the College of Forestry of
Oregon State University he began his Forest Service career as an "office boy"
for the Civilian Conservation Corps on the Olympic National Forest. His
diligence and dedication paid off and he soon was hired as a trail worker and
began his climb up the Forest Service ladder. He was a recreation planner on
the Lassen National Forest; then worked on the El Dorado and the Los
Padres. He then served as a District Ranger at Minden, Nevada; at Cuyama
on the Los Padres and on the Kings River of the Sierra. From there his career
took him to the Mendocino and San Bernardino as Staff Officer, and Forest Supervisor of the Cleveland in
San Diego. His next promotion was as Supervisor of the Sierra, a position he held for 12 years until his
retirement in 1969. Puhn was the seventh Supervisor of the Sierra. During his illustrious career, he also
served in many professional and community organizations. He was awarded many citations and awards
during his years of service.
Walter remained interested and involved with forestry affairs in the southern Sierra. In 1972 he helped found,
and was very active in the Three-Forest Interpretive Association.
He was a loving family man; his partner through much of his career was his wife Vivian who served as a
helper on many forest activities. They were also the parents of three daughters, Tressie, Susan and Vivian
and a son, John.
Walter J. Puhn was a great person, friend and boss; as well as an accomplished forester.

Helen I. Rasmussen

1925-2014

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
U.S. Forester Service Aerial Fire Depot - Missoula, MT

Position(s)
Cook

Biography
Helen I. Rasmussen, 88, passed away Monday, April 14, 2014, at Village
Health Care Center of acute pancreatitis.
Helen was born July 7, 1925, in Salt Lake City to Marvel E. and John M. Gibbs.
Mr. Gibbs was killed in a mining accident shortly thereafter. Her mother later
married Joseph Gasser and he was her father throughout her life. With the
Gasser family, she had four sisters and one brother.
The family moved to Missoula in about 1936, where Helen attended Lowell
Grade School and Missoula County High School, graduating in 1944. She then
went to Seattle to work for Boeing Airplane Co. as a riveter.
She married Neil Winegar in 1945 and they had two daughters. They later
divorced. In 1951, she married Lawrence Rasmussen in Seattle. This was a
start to a wonderful marriage of 63 years.
In 1952, she began working for Buttrey Food in Missoula. She worked as a grocery checker until 1982,
except for two years when the family moved to Livingston. After many years with Buttrey’s, she took a
seasonal job as a cook for the U.S. Forest Service Aerial Fire Depot, where she cooked up a storm and
enjoyed it thoroughly. After retirement, she and Lawrence spent numerous years traveling.
Helen was a member of VFW Auxilliary. She also was active in Girl Scouts and was a member of the Retail
Clerk Union for 25 years.

John R. Rector
1944-

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date
May 1968
-Nov 1968

Location
Powell Ranger District, Dixie National Forest, R-4, USDA
Forest Service.

Position(s)
Barometer Watershed
Hydrologist

Dec 1968
-Aug 1969
Sep 1969
-Apr 1970
May 1970
-May 1971

US Army, Basic Training, Fort Hood, TX and Combat
Engineer Training, Fort Belvoir, VA.
nd
st
Company A, 2 Bn, 1 Training Engineering Brigade, Fort
Leonardwood, MO.
USA Command-Viet Nam, Fire Support Base Camp Evans, I
st
Corps, 101 Airborne Infantry Division.

Army training programs

Jun 1971
-Dec 1972

Regional Office R-4, Watershed Management Division,
Ogden, UT, USDA Forest Service.

Hydrologist

Jan 1973
-Jan 1974

Tonto National Forest R-3, Phoenix, AZ, USDA Forest
Service.

Forest Hydrologist

Feb 1974
-Oct 1977

Manti La Sal National Forest R-4, Price, UT, Forest
Hydrology Staff, USDA Forest Service.

Forest Hydrologist

Nov 1977
-Dec 2000

Pacific Southwest Region-5, Watershed Management
Division, San Francisco, CA, USDA Forest Service

Regional Hydrologist

Jan 2001

Retired after 32 years of Federal Service.

Commanding Officer
Installation Engineer Officer

John R. Rector was born January 15, 1944, in Chicago, IL. His father, Thomas
C. Rector, was a Metallurgist for Chrysler Corp, and mother was a homemaker
raising three boys. The Rector family lived in Chicago, IL; Ferndale, MI; Troy, MI;
Rochester, MI before John graduated from Ernest W. Seaholm High in
Birmingham, MI, in 1962, where he ran track and cross country. In 1966, John
received a BS degree in Forest Management from Michigan Technological
University, Houghton, MI, and, also ran cross country. In 1968 he received a MS
degree in Watershed Management and Soil Physics from the University of
Arizona, Tucson, AZ. His MS thesis was
Physical and Chemical Characterization of Soils in the Beaver Creek Watershed, Coconino National Forest,
Flagstaff, AZ.
John’s first job in the Forest Service was in 1968 on the Powell Ranger District, Dixie National Forest, Region 4,
as a Barometer Watershed Hydrologist. The Washington Office directed Regions to select one or more
“Barometer Watersheds” where climatic information (precipitation, temperature, wind, etc.) and stream runoff
Dedicated to preserving the history of the USDA Forest Service and forest conservation

would be scientifically measured. Up to this time, local measurements were mainly being made to assist in fire
danger forecasting and on scattered Forest and Range Research Experiment Station projects. The broad range
of data collected on Barometer Watersheds could to be used to gain local information for hydrologists to use in
advising managers as to the effects of forest and range land use conditions on stream runoff and water quality.
John’s job was to install, calibrate, operate, maintain and collect data from the weather, precipitation and stream
flow instruments in the Barometer Watershed.
This assignment was interrupted by the military draft in 1968. After basic combat training and soils analyst
nd
training in the US Army, John received a Direct Commission as 2 Lt in the Army Corps of Engineers and
received Combat Engineering training. He was the commander of a Wheeled Vehicle Maintenance Training
Company in 1969 before his assignment as a Fire Base Installation Engineer in Viet Nam in 1970. There he was
responsible for camp power, water, sanitation, structures, roads and landing pads. John received several
Citations of Outstanding Achievement and was awarded the Bronze Star, Viet Nam Service and National
Service medals.
John returned to the Forest Service in the Regional Office of Region 4 in 1971. He was a member of a Regional
Office team of “on-call” hydrologists who provided assistance to the 16 National Forests in Region 4. He also
served as a team member evaluating the Salmon River from Salmon Idaho to its confluence with the Snake
River for Wild and Scenic River status, resulting in that stretch of river being designated as the Frank Church
Wild River.
In 1973, John became the Forest Hydrologist on the Tonto National Forest in Region 3. In response to the
Clean Water Act of 1972, the Forest Service began placing hydrologists on National Forests and Ranger
Districts to provide professional advice in designing land management practices to control, reduce or prevent
nonpoint source water pollution. Nonpoint source water pollution comes from storm water runoff as opposed to
point sources that come from places where the source can be mechanically shut off before entering streams or
lakes. Land management practices that have the potential to cause nonpoint source water pollution are farming,
timber harvesting, reforestation, road construction and maintenance, livestock grazing and fuel breaks, just to
name a few. Other duties on the Tonto NF included: water rights, water piracy, illegal stream channel alteration,
wildfire restoration and flood prevention. While on the Tonto, John represented the Forest as an Interested Party
in adjudication proceeding between the EPA and Citco Mining Corp. Citco appealed a Waste Discharge Permit
(requirements for the control of nonpoint water pollution) issued by EPA to control its mining waste that was
entering Pinto Creek, a fishery and tributary to the Roosevelt Reservoir, which was the principal water source for
Phoenix and local agriculture irrigation. The Tonto NF provided chemical analysis results of stream water
samples which showed Citco was in non-compliance. Citco lost the appeal and was issued three more Waste
Discharge Permits and fined for polluting waters of the state of Arizona.
John was the Forest Hydrologist on the Manti La Sal Nation Forest in Region 4 in 1974. There he supervised
three hydrologists in the conduct of watershed stabilization projects, operated a Barometer Watershed, and
provided hydrology services to five Ranger Districts.
In 1977, John became the Regional Hydrologist of Region 5, serving as the Water Quality and the Watershed
Restoration programs manger for 18 National Forests. He was responsible for developing policy, procedures,
training and budgets for these programs. He conducted quality control inspections and forest assistance trips.
He led the development of the Region 5 Handbook for addressing nonpoint source water pollution. The Clean
Water Act legislation gave EPA and States the authority to approve land use management practices to control
and or reduce the impact of storm water runoff. The State of California established a State Water Resources
Control Board and several Regional Boards to develop and certify these management practices. Regional
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Boards dealt with the individual National Forests within their Region to certify management practices to control
nonpoint water pollution.
John recognized the need to have a unified set of land management practices for Region 5, certified at the State
Board level, since many National Forest’s boundaries could occur in several Regional Board areas. Under
John’s leadership, and in coordination with the State of California Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)
and EPA, Region 5 began developing a Best Management Practices (BMP) Handbook for water quality
management planning on National Forest System lands within the State of California. John coordinated
workshops, bringing together an interdisciplinary team from the 18 National Forests and five Regional Office
staffs, to review land management practices in various resource specific FS handbooks relating to water quality,
developed BMPs to protect water quality from nonpoint pollution, and published the first Region 5 BMP
Handbook. These BMPs were certified by the California State Water Resources Control Board and approved by
EPA for controlling nonpoint source water pollution on National Forests in California.
The workshops John led identified several BMPs that needed to be developed. One of the BMPs was a
Cumulative Off-Site Watershed Effects Assessment to protect the identified beneficial uses of water from the
combined effects of multiple management activities in a watershed, which individually may not create
unacceptable effects, but collectively may result in degraded water quality conditions. The assessment provides
an estimate of the upper limit of watershed’s tolerance to land disturbance on a watershed basis.
John guided the development and testing of a monitoring process to ensure that BMPs were being applied on
projects and that they worked as intended to control nonpoint source water pollution. Over time, all new BMPs
and the monitoring plan were appended to the R5 BMP Handbook and were again certified by SWRCB. The
Region 5’s BMP and monitoring program was subsequently adopted by the USFS Washington Office in 2012 as
the nation-wide Water Quality Management Program, based on the successful 20-year-old program of
Region-5.
John was detailed, for four years, to the Region 5 Land Management Planning Staff to develop standards and
guidelines for incorporating soil, water, geology and air resources into Forest Land and Resource Management
Plans. He reviewed and critiqued Forest Plans, serving as a member of the Regional Review Team. John also
assisted in formulating and writing the Pacific Southwest Regional Plan. He also served as an inter-regional
planning team member with Region 6 in developing the Northwest Forest Plan.
One experience that John particularly remembers during his entire time in Region 5 was the experience gained
in participating with the US Department of Justice in defending the Forest Service in a case that came before
the Supreme Court. It involved the construction of the Gasquet-Orleans road on the Six Rivers National Forest,
concerning Native American religious freedom and water quality impacts. The Supreme Court ruled that water
quality was a moot point but prevailed on the religious freedom contention based on the road’s location.
After retirement from the Forest Service in 2001, John continued to work on watershed analyses with several
Environmental Consulting agencies for five years. He also ran a Handyman business for three years. Currently
he and his wife, Alice, actively volunteer for several social service organizations in their local community and at
their churches.
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Robert O. Rehfeld
1927-2016

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1943-1944
1945-1946
1947-1950
1951-1953
1954
1958
1960-1961
1963-1964
1965-1967
1968
1970
1972-1973
1975-1977
1977-1982

Location
Lolo National Forest
Missoula, MT
Northern Region, Missoula, MT
U.S. Army
Lolo National Forest, Missoula, MT
Lolo National Forest, Seeley Lake District
Clearwater National Forest, Orofino, ID
Clearwater National Forest, Orofino, ID
Black Hills National Forester, Custer, SD
Black Hills National Forester, Custer, SD
South Tongass National Forest, AK
Nez Perce National Forest, Grangeville, ID
Alaska Regional Office
Superior National Forest, Duluth, MN

Position(s)
Trail Crew
Smokejumper
Fire Lookout
Project Officer
District Ranger
Supervisor’s Office
Timber Management Staff Officer
Timber Management Staff Officer
Forrest Staff Officer
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Director of Planning
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Bob Rehfeld, was born April 28, 1927, in Missoula Montana. He graduated from
Missoula County High School in 1945 and enrolled that fall at the University of
Montana. With the end of World War II, the Grizzly football program was
resurrected and Bob responded to the call for players. He earned a spot on the
team as a tackle and was awarded a letter for his efforts. Bob graduated with a
degree in forestry in 1950.
During the war, the Forest Service hired high school students for trail work and
Bob jumped at the opportunity to work on the Lolo National Forest. A few
summers later, he trained as a smokejumper, recording 11 jumps out of a Ford
Trimotor in the summers of 1945 and 1946. His first jump was on Surprise Creek
on the Nez Perce National Forest. He continued summer work with the Forest
Service during his college years, working on lookouts until he graduated.
Bob served in the U.S. Army during the Korean conflict. He was stationed at Camp Atterbury, Indiana. Upon
his discharge from the Army, Bob was hired once again by the Forest Service and embarked on an idyllic
career in forest management. With his new wife in tow, he headed west. His career would take them to

Thompson Falls, Seeley Lake, Orofino, Custer, Ketchikan, Grangeville, Juneau and Duluth. Bob and Joyce
raised five children and made friends across the country. Bob retired as the forest supervisor for the Superior
National Forest in 1982 and moved to Clarkston, Washington. Bob and Joyce remained active with the
Forest Service retiree group, hosting many reunions and volunteering at the Lochsa Historic Ranger Station.
On a weekend Army pass to Cincinnati that he met a perky college coed at a dance. He introduced himself
to Joyce Breen and asked her to dance. While conversing and hoping to meet again, Joyce indicated she
would only date Catholic boys. Bob convinced her he was not only Catholic but an altar server as well by
reciting the Confiteor in Latin. Bob and Joyce married were July 18, 1953, and remained lovers for 62 years.
Bob died January 2016 in Lewiston, Idaho.

James E. Reid

1940 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1963-1866
1966-1968
1968-1970
1970-1972

1972-1976
1976-1977
1977-1986
1986-1997
1997-2000

Location
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest, Baker, Oregon
Watershed Management Staff, Region 6, Portland,
Oregon
Region 2, Denver, Colorado
Systems Development, Unit, Region 5, Washington
office, Pacific Southwest Station San Francisco,
California
Watershed Management, Region 5, San Francisco,
California
National Forest System Washington, D.C.
Planning, Programming and Budgeting, Region 1,
Missoula, Montana
Management Systems, Region 1 Missoula, Montana
Director of Open Systems Environment Center of
Excellence, Region 1, Missoula, Montana

Biography
INFORMATION PENDING

Position(s)
Forester
Forester, Watershed
Regional Hydrologist
Project Leader, Watershed

Staff Director, Watershed
Staff Assistant to Deputy Chief
Director
Director
Staff Assistant to Regional
Forester

Elbert H. Reid

1912-1992

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1935-1937
1938-1948
1948-1953
1953-1969
1969-1978

Location
National Forests in Washington
Pacific Northwest Forest and Range
Experiment Station
Washington D.C.
Rocky Mountain Forest

Position(s)
Range examiner
Range Ecologist/Research Center Leader
Assistant Chief, Division of Range Research
Chief, Division of Range Management &
Wildlife Habitat Research
Editor Journal of Range Management

Biography
Mr. Reid graduated from the University of Washington Forestry School
in 1934 and instructed at the School of Forestry at Berkeley, Calif.
In 1935, he entered the United States Forest Service as a range
examiner, serving in national forests in Washington. From 1937 to 1948
he was a range ecologist and research center leader for the Pacific
Northwest Forest and Range Experiment Station. He served as
assistant chief of Division of Range Research at the Washington, D.C.,
office of the Forest Service from 1948 to 1953.
In 1953, Mr. Reid became chief of the Division of Range Management
and Wildlife Habitat Research at the Rocky Mountain Forest and Range
Experiment Station in Fort Collins, Colorado. He retired in 1969.
Mr. Reid helped organize the Society for Range Management, attended
the Moscow, Idaho inter-agency meetings which precipitated its
founding, and became a Charter Member.
After retiring he was editor of the Journal of Range Management. He
had a lifelong interest in improving rangelands. He was a charter
member of the Society of Range Management, and he authored many
articles and bulletins on range management. He also was a member of
the Society of American Foresters and Sigma XI, the Golden K Kiwanis Club, the National Association of
Retired Federal Workers and the Elks Club.
Mr. Reid was the recipient of the 1985 Outstanding Achievement award and the 1989 Renner Award of the
Society for Range Management.
Not content with service to the Society as a member of the Editorial Board during his long and
Distinguished career with the Federal government, upon retirement, he assumed the difficult and timeconsuming position of Editor of the Journal of Range Management. At the same time, he volunteered to be

co-chairman of the Publications Committee. Bert served as editor of the rapidly growing journal for eight
years, doing the job out of his own home.
Bert served on the Society's joint committee which produced the classic book, Range Research, in 1961.
Two decades later, as Chairman of the Publications Committee, he helped engineer its revision and re
publication.
The trade mark of Bert Reid has always been dedication, professional, and responsibility. "His service in
helping assemble two significant Society treatises published in 1987 characterize these traits. They were A
History of the Society for Range Management, 1948-1985 and Index to Volumes 1-35, 1948-1982, Journal of
Range Management, both of which were arduous multi-year efforts.
During his professional career, Bert conducted many studies on forest and range lands and authored a score
of more independent or joint publications on rangeland surveys, condition, utilization, rodents, wildlife, and
improvement s.
A few days before his death, Bert received a copy of his last publication, a newly released bulletin depicting
via repeat photos about every 10 years but over a 50-year time span, the changes in subalpine grasslands
on the Wallow National Forest he had worked on back in the 1930s.

Oramae Richards – Rennie

1944-2016

Forest Service Employee and Forest Service Spouse
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

1968 – 1974

Regional Office, Pacific Southwest Region,
Forest Service, USDA San Francisco, CA

Employee Relations Clerk,
Personnel Management

1974 – 1990

Federal Correction Institution-Dublin,
Bureau of Federal Prisons,
US Department of Justice, Dublin, CA

Personnel Assistant

1990 – 1995

Federal Correction Institution,
Bureau of Federal Prisons in
New York and Pennsylvania

Assistant Personnel Officer

1995

Retired from federal service

1998 - 2009

Alberton, Montana

Deputy Town Clerk

Biography
In 1968, Oramae worked in the Personnel Management Division as a staffing and employee
relations clerk in the Regional Office of the Pacific Southwest Region, San Francisco, CA. There
she met her future husband, Bob Rennie, a Forest Service employee, who was the Regional Water
Rights Specialist in the Watershed Management Division.
In 1974, Oramae began working at the Federal Correctional Institution-Dublin, a low-security
United States federal prison for female inmates in Dublin, CA. The facility housed approximately
1000 inmates. The facility also had an adjacent satellite minimum-security prison camp. The facility
houses inmates who are serving an average sentence of 5 years.
In 1990, after her husband retired from the Forest Service, Oramae then advanced in her career
with the Bureau of Federal Prisons holding positions at facilities in New York and Pennsylvania as
an Assistant Personnel Officer.
In 1995, she retired and moved to their ranch near Alberton, Montana, where Bob was building
their retirement home.
After retirement, she worked three years for several Missoula, Montana, businesses until she
became the Deputy Town Clerk for Alberton from 1998-2009.
Oramae passed away June 11, 2016, after a long and hard-fought battle with cancer.

Robert (Bob) Rennie
1934 - 2017

`

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1955 - 1968

1968 - 1990

1990

Location
Warner Mountain and Devils Garden
Ranger Districts, Modoc National Forest,
Alturas, CA
Regional Office, Watershed Management
Division, Pacific Southwest Region 5, San
Francisco, CA
Retired from the U.S. Forest Service

Position(s)
Forester

Regional Water Rights Specialist

Biography
Bob was born in Berkeley, California. He attended the University of
California, Berkeley majoring in Forestry. He worked summers while
attending college on several National Forests on blister rust control.
In 1954, Bob graduated with a BS in Forestry.
Bob began his Forest Service career on the Modoc National Forest in
northeastern corner of California. He worked on Warner Mountains
and the Devil’s Garden Ranger Districts, and in the Supervisor’s
Office. His responsibilities were marking timber, preparing and
supervising timber sales, and water rights issues.
The following narrative is included to describe how a Forester
became a Regional Water Rights Specialist and gives a window into
Forest Service land management history. The Devil’s Garden Ranger
District of the Modoc National Forest lies on a high elevation plateau
above 5,000 feet, in the northeastern corner of California. It was
formed by successive lava flows from the Shasta Mountain area and
Cascade Mountains, to the west, starting over 600,000 years ago. Repeated lava flows have formed a
relatively level landscape pocked by thousands of pot-hole lakes. In the spring, it looks like the “land of
lakes” when all the water holes fill. Their sizes range from a few acres to a few hundreds of acres. In
general, the Devil’s Garden RD is in the rain shadow of Shasta Mountain and the Cascade Mountains range.
Average rainfall for the District is less than 10 inches per year. Summers are hot and evaporation rates are
high. Most of the shallow ephemeral lakes dry up each year. However, Clear Lake near the northern
boundary of the District stores water year-round. Also, cracks in the lava flows allowed precipitation to sink
into subsurface aquifers. It has a grass and shrub landscape that drains to the northwest into the Klamath
River.
The settlers that came by wagon train in the late 1850s recognized the agricultural potential of the flood
plains along the Klamath River in Oregon. In 1882, they began developing irrigation facilities to utilize that
potential. To gain better irrigation management among the many land owners along the river, the Bureau of
Reclamation was petitioned to develop storage and water delivery systems to insure a more reliable supply
of irrigation water. Prior water rights were adjudicated and the Klamath Project was authorized by Congress
in 1905.
Construction on Clear Lake dam and an outlet channel began immediately and was completed in 1910,
increasing the storage capacity of the lake by about 65,000 acre feet. Numerous downstream dams were

modified and distribution canals were also installed to help distribute and regulate water flow for a sustained
irrigation water supply. The lands draining into Clear Lake eventually became part of the Modoc National
Forest, specifically the Devils Garden Ranger District.
The Modoc NF was established on November 29, 1904 when the Warner Mountains Forest Reserve and the
Modoc Forest Reserve were created. On July 2, 1908, the Warner Mts. and Modoc divisions were combined
into one administrative unit, known thereafter as the Modoc National Forest. Land areas were continually
added to expand the Modoc NF and by 1920 the area that is now the Devils Garden Ranger District was
included in the boundaries of the Modoc NF, making for a total of over a million acres. This history is
important to the eventual career of Bob Rennie because the water rights of the Klamath Project pre-dated
the Devils Garden RD water rights. This means that any water developments on the District for livestock
water, waterfowl, fisheries or recreation that reduced or altered the surface water flow were junior to the
rights of the Klamath Project.
Prior to and for the first 30 years after the establishment of Devil’s Garden RD, changes to the pot-hole water
storage capacity were constructed without much consideration to water rights. A simple dirt dam a few feet
high, added across a pot-hole outlet, could increase the water storage capacity enough to get through the
dry summer months, thereby allowing livestock grazing to be spread out over larger areas improving the
overall forage utilization of grazing allotments. Also, some pot-holes had been drained to supply water
elsewhere.
While Bob was on the Devil’s Garden RD, one of his responsibilities was coordinating with the Klamath
Project to determine the extent of these past changes to pot-hole water storage and to determine the effect
they may have on the Project’s commitment to supply irrigation water. Many changes needed to be made,
such as removing dams or reconstructing dams with outlets to release water on an arranged schedule. Bob
became keenly interested and experienced in dealing with the Project in water rights related issues.
In 1968, Bob transferred to the Regional Office of the Pacific Southwest Region 5, Division of Watershed
Management, to work on water rights issues for the Region. There are eighteen National Forests in Region
5, all of which have similar water rights issues described for the Modoc. That is, whose water rights are
senior and whose are junior. Often differences of opinion eventually had to be settled in state or federal
courts. In Bob’s work, coordination was needed with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR)
which issues individual water rights within the California and operates water supply reservoirs; Federal
Energy Regulation Commission (FERC) which licenses reservoirs for hydroelectric power; Bureau of
Reclamation; Indian Tribes; individual landowners, etc.
Bob organized and provided workshops to train National Forest and Ranger District staff in water rights
history and procedures, such as acquiring or maintaining water rights for livestock watering ponds, waterfowl
habitat for nesting, stream restoration and improvement for fisheries, stream flows for fisheries and
recreation, forest road building, summer home tracts, and Forest Service administrative sites, just to mention
a few. He provided counsel and assistance to the National Forests in applying for state water rights for
various projects and was liaison with the Department of Justice for the legal support required in federal and
state court cases related to water right issues. Three notable projects that Bob provided expertise on were:
assisting the Klamath National Forest in the adjudication of water rights for in-stream flows in the Scott River,
Siskyou County, that were considered the minimum subsistence-level flows needed for fish survival while
economically protecting Scott Valley’s family farms and ranches. This included liaison with the Department of
Justice for legal support. Another example was working with the State’s Department of Water Resources,
the Inyo National Forest, the Los Angeles Department Water and Power, and Department of Justice to
negotiate for water flow increases into Mono Lake to restore historic lake levels for protecting waterfowl
habitat and other environmental resources. Another was the Region wide computerized inventory of
thousands of existing stock ponds to grandfather in water rights for grazing management. This required close
coordination with the California Department of Water Resources. These three examples continued for
several years before being successfully completed.
Bob retired in 1998 to live in Alberton, Montana. During his retirement years, Bob did volunteer work for the
nearby Ninemile Ranger District, Lolo National Forest, Northern Region 1.

Dr. John L. Retzer
About 1915 – Date of death unknown

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

1954

Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment
Station, Ft Collins, Colorado

Chief of Soil Investigations
Research Soil Scientist

1955 - 1969

Washington Office, Watershed Management
Division, USDA Forest Service

Soil Program Director
Soil Scientist

Biography
Dr. Retzer’s early career was in the Research arm of the Forest Service. While at the Rocky Mountain
Station he mapped the soils of the Fraser Alpine Area, a rough, mountainous area that lies approximately 50
miles west of Denver, Colorado, that covers approximately 134 square miles. About seven-eighths of it is
above timberline, and all is within the boundaries of Arapaho National Forest. He then authored a report:
Fraser Alpine Area Soil Survey Series 1956, No. 20; Washington, DC, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest
Service, Soil Conservation Service and Colorado Agricultural Experiment Station.
Dr. Retzer transferred, in 1955, from Research to Forest Service Administration, in the Washington
Office, Watershed Management Division, to be the National Soil Program Coordinator. He directed
the establishment of the Forest Service Soil Program. The Soil Program goals were to map the
soils on the National Forests and to provide professional support in land management decisions for
the use and protection of soil resources. He recruited Regional Soil Scientists for each of the ten
Regions. In 1961 the Forest Service signed a formal national agreement with the Soil Conservation
Service (now Natural Resource Conservation Service, NRCS) stating that the Forest Service would
follow the procedures of the National Cooperative Soil Survey. Part of a cooperative soil survey
entails a procedure to ensure soils mapped on one administrative unit (forest, county or state),
would correlate with similar soils that occur on adjacent administrative units. This required that soils
mapped on one National Forest would need to correlate with soils mapped on adjacent National
Forests and other areas. Soil Correlation responsibilities were held by the NRCS at the State level.
Dr. Retzer established a robust soil management program to support the Forest Service resource
conservation mandates. Soil surveys were completed in some Regions by 2006, and those
meeting National Cooperative Soil Survey standards have been entered by the NRCS into a
nationwide Soil Survey Geographic Database, making the soil information available to all
interested parties.
After his retirement, Dr. Retzer returned to Fort Collins, Colorado.

Gray Dickson Reynolds
1912 - 1983

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1935 – 1936
1936 – 1937
1937 – 1940
1940 – 1942
1942 – 1943
1944 – 1945
1945 – 1958
1958 – 1971

Location
CCC Camp, Cass Lake, Chippewa NF, Minn
CCC Camp, Watersmeet, Ottawa NF, Mich
Burley District, Minidoka NF, Burley, ID
St. Anthony District, Targhee NF, St. Anthony, ID
Ogden, Engineering Firm, Ogden, Utah
Swan Valley District, Targhee NF, Swan Valley, ID
Hobach District, Teton NF, Jackson Hole, Wyo.
Recreation, Fire Control, Timber Mgm’t, Caribou
NF, Pocatello, ID

Position(s)
Technical Foreman
Technical Foreman
Assistant Ranger
Assistant Ranger
Civil Engineer
Assistant Ranger
Ranger
Assistant Supervisor

Biography
As a youngster in Ogden, Utah, one of Gray’s playmates was Grant Morris, whose
father was with the Forest Service. This, combined with Gray’s Boy Scout work
(reached the rank of Eagle Scout) influenced his decision to become a Forester. Gray
often said, “For a man who likes the outdoors there’s nothing better than the Forest
Service.” During this time, Gray was also influenced to snow ski by the local Hick’s
brothers and by Alf Engen and several other Norwegian families who lived in Ogden
through the 1930’s.
A ruptured appendix after graduating from Ogden High School delayed the start of his
College education a year. He attended Weber Junior College one term, and then
transferred to University of Idaho, College of Forestry, where he graduated in 1935. He
worked part-time at college, grading papers and doing lab work. After graduation, Gray
joined the Forest Service as a Junior Forester at Cass Lake, Minnesota, Chippewa
National Forest, serving as a Technical Foreman in a CCC Camp. He was then
assigned to the Ottawa National Forest, continuing as a Technical Foreman (Responsible for CCC Camp and
Improvements) at the Watersmeet, Michigan CCC Camp.
On the evening of January 4, 1937, Gray and Margaret DeVine were married in Ogden, Utah. Following the
wedding, the new couple drove to Watersmeet, Michigan, mostly in a severe snow storm in order for Gray to
continue his assignment at the CCC Camp. Their first home, through the winter of 1937, was a tent.
Later in 1937 they returned to the West. Gray was transferred to the Minidoka NF, Burley, Idaho, as an Assistant
Ranger. This was followed by a transfer to St. Anthony, Idaho on the Targhee NF from 1940 to 1942. He Left the
Forest Service in 1942 to return to Ogden, Utah. He was out of USFS two years (’42- ’43) working as a civil
engineer with an Ogden consulting firm. He returned to USFS in 1944 as an Assistant Ranger on the Targhee NF
at Swan Valley, ID. He was then transferred to the Teton National Forest, Jackson Hole, Wyoming in May, 1945 as
District Ranger on the Hobach Ranger District. After over thirteen years as Ranger on the Hobach District, and
declining several transfers during that time, he accepted the Recreation, Fire Control & Timber Management Staff
th
Position on the Caribou NF in Pocatello, ID., effective November 17 , 1958. He was presented with a Merit &
Cash Award - June, 1965, for “Performance Substantially Exceeding Requirements of Position – Recreation, Fire
Control & Timber Management”. During that time he was also the Acting Forest Supervisor. Forest Supervisor Ed
Maw was on a study assignment of the Sawtooth Area, which led to the designation of the Sawtooth NRA.

Gray retired from USFS in June, 1971. His career in the Forest Service is testament to his life-long core beliefs –
Family, Friends, Loyalty, Trust and Hard Work. Through these beliefs, he considered it an obligation for
individuals to be proactive and to speak out to improve the Forest Service’s technical and customer services.
These beliefs were always foremost in the following four major accomplishments during his career. He was never
confused by deciding between the “easy” answer and the “right” answer.
1) It’s a People Business. Although his responsibilities were focused on the scientific and technical
elements of the stewardship on National Forest Lands, he always valued the opportunity to educate
permittees and the public by teaching, mentoring and cajoling as the opportunities arose. He proudly
wore the mantel of “Ambassador” for those enjoying the outdoors and it’s treasures.
2) Improved Grazing Practices. Whether grazing horses, cattle or sheep, Gray sought to control the
number of head of grazing stock to insure value for the grazing permittee was the added health and
gained weight of each horse, cow or sheep being grazed. The result was the achieved benefit of the
care and protection of the lands being grazed. This management also led the efforts to re-vegetate
grasslands north of Bondurant, Wyo. which resulted in the successful re-introduction of antelope to
the area.
3) Improved Mining Practices. Pocatello and Soda Springs, Idaho, located within Caribou National
Forest, have been a rich mineral area for the mining of phosphate by J.R. Simplot Company, FMC
and Monsanto. J.R. Simplot Company began phosphate mining in 1944 with a large phosphate
deposit on the Fort Hall Indian Reservation north of Pocatello, Idaho. They developed the Gay Mine,
an open-pit mine at this site. This mine would provide raw phosphate rock for the Simplot fertilizer
operations in Pocatello for over 50 years. From its opening in 1949, the FMC plant in Pocatello was
the world’s largest elemental phosphorus producing facility for almost all of its 53 year operating
history. The shale needed for production at the plant was mined on the Fort Hall Reservation at the
Gay Mine by the J. R. Simplot Company and delivered by rail to FMC and the adjacent Simplot plant.
Monsanto opened their first phosphate mining operation near Soda Springs in 1952 and have
continued with three additional, adjacent mines. These mining and processing facilities produced
elemental phosphorus used to make herbicides, leavening agents, aviation fluids, high-purity, foodgrade phosphoric acid, which is a common additive in soft drinks, and to make countless phosphate
compounds, which are used in baking powder, prepared flour and refined sugar, as well as in
cereals, cheeses, meats, jellies, jams and malted milk. Phosphates are also used in the manufacture
of plastics, glass, tires, paints and fabrics; in the production of toothpaste, detergents, dishwashing
and household cleaning products; as well as in the tanning of leather, production of matches and
flame retardant products, and in the manufacture of antibiotics, including penicillin.
Gray was instrumental, from 1958 through 1970, in providing pro-active measures for Simplot, FMC
& Monsanto to minimize environmental impacts from mining operations, and to ensure the disturbed
lands were responsibly restored through the mining process. This included direct involvement in the
details for construction of mine access roads as well re-vegetation with the planting of native
wildflowers, grasses and shrubs, including habitats to encourage wildlife to return to the land.

4) Documentation of the Lander Trail. Gray took great pride in the documentation of the route of the
Oregon Trail and the Lander Trail Cut-off through southern Idaho. It is the only wagon road of the
Oregon Trail system to ever be subsidized and constructed by the federal government. During the
summer of 1966, the Forest Service engaged Professor Peter T. Harstad of Idaho State University to
examine the route and prepare a history of the Lander Trail. Gray Reynolds provided the Forest
Service’s collaboration and liaison for this work to be accomplished. The findings of this
documentation were presented to the fourth annual Idaho Historical Conference in 1967.
Gray is survived by son Gray, Jr., daughter Mary and son George.

Gray Francis Reynolds, Jr.
11/06/1939 - 3/31/2022

Forest Service Employee
Forestry Degree - Utah State University, May, 1964
Master’s Degree - Mich State Univ, June, 1972, Public Land Admin
Society of American Foresters
Society for Range Management
American Forestry Association
Forest Service
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1959 - 1963
1964
1965 - 1969
1969 - 1970
1970 - 1972
1972 - 1977
1977 - 1981
1981 - 1983
1983 - 6 Mo.
1983 - 6 Mo.
1884 - 1987
1987 - 1989
1989 - 1991
1991 - 1994
1994 - 1997

Location
Teton National Forest, Jackson Hole, Wyo.
Teton National Forest, Jackson Hole, Wyo.
Toiyabe National Forest, Reno, Nevada
Intermountain Region, Ogden, Utah
Michigan State Univ. - USFS Sponsored
Sawtooth Nat'l Rec. Area, Sun Valley. ID
Arapaho-Roosevelt Nat'l Forest, Ft Collins
Angeles National Forest, Pasadena, CA
Senator Thad Cochran DC Staff (Miss)
Congressman Hank Brown DC Staff (Colo)
Washington DC Office
Washington DC Office
Washington DC Office
Intermountain Region, Ogden, Utah
Chief's Office, Washington DC

Position(s)
Seasonal (Summer Work)
Forester & Snow Ranger
Assistant Ranger & Snow Ranger
Region 4 Public Information Officer
Masters Program - Public Land Admin.
Superintendent
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Congressional Fellow
Congressional Fellow
Deputy Dir, Resources Plan'g & Assessment
Director of Watershed and Air Management
Director of Land Management Planning
Regional Forester
Deputy Chief, National Forest Systems

Biography
Insert Photos and Gray was the first son born into a Forest Service Family,

in Burley, Idaho on November 6, 1939. His Father, Gray D. Reynolds,
Sr. obtained a degree in Forestry in 1935 from the University of Idaho
and immediately started his Forest Service career at the CCC Camp,
Cass Lake, Chippewa NF, Minn. The rest of his career was spent in
Region 4, retiring in 1971.

From day one, Gray, Jr. followed in his Dad's footsteps. The family was
transferred from Swan Valley, Idaho to the Teton National Forest in
November, 1945. From 1945 through 1958, summers were spent at the
Hoback Ranger Station and winters were spent in Jackson Hole. He
often spent days with his Dad at work, including on horseback pack trips,
checking on livestock permittees, trail crews and campers/hikers. He was the "Designated
Wrangler" at the Ranger Station and an "extra" on trail crews in his early teens. Gray excelled in
school and sports, especially ski racing in alpine events. He graduated from Jackson - Wilson High
School in 1958 and immediately enrolled in the Army.

After military service at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, he continued ski racing success at National
Men's Events while maintaining his collegiate studies. Gray met Glenda Laiche, of LaPlace,
Louisiana, while visiting his sister, Mary, in New Orleans in 1965. Mary had been appointed as a
Pharmacist at the Public Health Hospital in New Orleans. She shared an apartment with Glenda,
who was a nurse at the hospital. After courtship Gray and Glenda were married in Pocatello, Idaho
on June 8, 1968.
His Forest Service career began by working seasonally on the Teton National Forest when he was
18. He graduated from Utah State University in 1964 and was appointed forester on the Teton
National Forest. He later worked as assistant ranger on the Toiyabe National Forest and was the
first Superintendent of the Sawtooth National Recreation Area (1972-1976). He rose to the position
of forest supervisor of the Arapaho-Roosevelt and Angeles National Forests, before serving as a
Congressional Fellow and working in the Chief’s Office. Reynolds was Ogden's Region 4’s regional
forester from 1991 until 1994, when he became deputy chief for the National Forest System in
Washington D.C.
Gray's career had several highlights. Upon starting his career as Forester on the Teton NF in
1964, he was also assigned as Snow Ranger, working with Walt Hines for providing avalanche
control for the development of the new Jackson Hole Mountain Resort through the winter of 1964 /
1965. Access to the top of the mountain was provided by a temporary construction tram that was
used to haul materials and workers to the top of the mountain. After hearing of their exploits, the
Federal Aviation Administration requested their help in protecting their Sawtelle Peak access road
and radar equipment. The access road has numerous switchbacks along its last two miles to their
Radar Site atop Sawtelle Peak, Targhee NF, near Island Park, Idaho. Snow depths, up to 15 feet,
with large cornices were a concern. They used hand charges to mitigate risk and planned a
second trip for control purposes. Gray continued as a Snow Ranger on the Toiyabe NF.
Upon obtaining his 1972 Masters Degree from Michigan State University in Public Land
Administration, he was appointed the first Superintendent of the Sawtooth National Recreational
Area (SNRA) where he served for five years. It encompasses over 750,000 acres including the
Sawtooth Wilderness Area (or about 1,200 square miles.) Long a controversial subject, the White
Cloud Peaks and Boulder Mountains are part of the SNRA. Control of land use, mining, hunting
and fishing by different agencies had been at the core of the controversy. Immediately two issues
surfaced to confront the new administration. The first was how to control private lands and their
subdivisions within the SNRA. The second was the question of protecting the White Cloud
Mountains and other richly mineralized areas in the SNRA from the eager hands of mining
companies with claims. It was in the clear view of these much disputed issues that Gray Reynolds
served as Superintendent.
Gray was Forest Service sponsored for two special international field trips. He toured Russia
regarding the development of policies for grizzly bear management. He also toured Israel for
coordination and review of forest restoration policies.
As Deputy Chief of the Forest Service for National Forest System, Gray was responsible for the
overall management and protection of the National Forests including working (liaison) with Congress
regarding
Forest Service hearings, budgeting, and appropriations.
"In a time which found the management of the National Forest Systems the center of
national attention and controversy, Gray's personal demonstration of leadership and

influence as an advocate for Forest Service programs contributed to program
enhancements, and improvements in Forest Service management."
After his retirement from the Forest Service in 1997, he became General Manager of Snowbasin
Ski Resort near Ogden, Utah, where he was responsible for management and execution of the
development plan in support of the 2002 Winter Olympics. He retired from Snow Basin following
the 2002 Winter Season. Gray & Glenda then moved back to Maryland to be close to their four
daughters.
Gray was honored in April, 1997 as a Utah State University Distinguished Alum during a Luncheon
and an evening Banquet. Gray was a proud member of the Forest Service Retirees, and served as
the past President of the National Museum of Forest Service History. The Winter 2022 Newsletter
of the National Museum of Forest Service History, which highlights "The story of skiing on the
National Forests" is dedicated as follows "This newsletter is dedicated to Gray Reynolds, Past
President of the Museum, in honor of his love of skiing, the Forest Service, and the National
Museum of Forest History. We are thankful for his leadership and the inspiration he has
been to so many of us!"
He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Glenda Reynolds; his daughters, Marie (Charles) Bailey of
Boiling Springs, PA, Margaret Ann (Jay) Erwin of Nesbit, MS, Cathleen (Cush) Newman of
Davidsonville, MD, and Susie (Fergus) Hughes of Davidsonville, MD; his siblings, George
(Michelle) of Redmond, WA and Mary Morrissey of Olympia, WA; his lifelong best friend Roche
Bush (Maggie) Elko, Nev.; his grandsons Connor and Austin Bailey, Gray and Andrew Erwin, Clay,
Mark, and Thomas Newman, and Liam Hughes; and his granddaughters Sophia, Cecilia, and Mia
Bailey, Catherine Erwin Kendricks, Siri Erwin, Sydney Newman, and Grace Hughes.

Reginald Reyolds
1911-2000

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1936
1938
1939
1940
1949
1951
1953
1957
1968
1969

Location
Cherokee National Forest
Elk City, Oklahoma- Shelterbelt Project
st
Active Duty 1 Cavalry Division, Ft. Bliss, TX
State Forester’s Office, Michigan
Sitgreaves National Forest, Arizona
Gila National Forest, New Mexico
Coronado National Forest, Arizona
Tonto NF
Coconino NF
Retired

Position(s)

Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger

Biography
REGINALD REYNOLDS FOREST SERVICE HISTORY- from his biography he wrote for his family on
January 22, 1990
When I finished high school, I had already decided that a career in forestry was what I wanted. I worked in a
Forest nursery for two years and then entered the Forestry School at Michigan State College. I graduated
with a B.S. in Forestry and a commission as a 2nd Lt of Cavalry in June of 1936.
I went on active duty with the Army after graduation, at Fort Custer, MI, and after that tour in the fall of 1936,
I received an appointment with the U.S. Forest Service on the Cherokee National Forest in Tennessee. This
proved to be a new and interesting experience. Hillbillies, moonshine stills, extreme poverty, and low
standards of living characterized the area at that time. However, the Southern Appalachian hardwood forests
were a new and interesting place to work, and I enjoyed the assignment very much.
In 1938 I was assigned to a job by the Forest Service in Western Oklahoma at Elk City. This was called the
Prairie States Forestry Project, the common name "Shelterbelt Project". It was established during the dust
bowl days of the 1930's to alleviate the damage to agricultural lands by the hot, dry winds peculiar to the
Plains States and extended from North Dakota down through Texas. Our purpose was to plant belts of trees
at intervals where they would protect valuable farm land from wind and soil erosion damage. I have seen
country roads in that area drifted so full of sand, and just like drifting snow, that in a few hours the vehicles
could not get through. I also saw dust clouds so heavy that for three days at a time you could not see the
house across the street.
In the summer of 1939 I went on active duty with the 1st Cavalry Division at Ft. Bliss, Texas. While there we
went on maneuvers in the brush country along the Rio Grande below El Paso. It was a pretty sight to see a
mounted Cavalry regiment accompanied by a horse drawn battalion of Field Artillery and all their wagon
trains on the move in the field. Something the world will never witness again. The Air Corp searched a whole
day for us and were unable to locate us. Such was the condition of our Air Force two years prior to World
War II.
I left the Forest Service in 1940 and went to work for the State Forester's Office in the Michigan Department
of Conservation. My duties there consisted of assisting land owners, both public and private, in the technical
aspects of managing their forest lands. I worked out of the Lansing office but covered the entire state. It was

an interesting job and the Michigan Department was one of the highest rated State Conservation
Departments in the nation.
Early in 1942, after the attack by the Japanese in December of 1941, I was ordered to active duty by the
Army. The Horse Cavalry was being rapidly phased out and I was detailed to the Corps of Military Police and
assigned to the Army Air Corps. After serving as executive officer of a couple of Military Police Companies in
the states, I went overseas late in 1942 to England. There I was promoted to Company Commander and
served as Post Provost Marshal at General Eisenhower's Headquarters prior to the D-Day invasion of France
and was assigned as Post Provost Marshal at Headquarters, U.S. Army Air Forces. Shortly after V-E Day
(Victory in Europe) I returned to the States and became Staff Provost Marshal of the 9th Air Force stationed
in Greenville, South Carolina. Early in 1948 the Anny Air Corps separated from the Anny and became the
U.S. Air Force. At that time I returned to my basic branch, the Cavalry, and was sent to the Armored School,
Ft. Knox, Kentucky. After a brief course at the School I was assigned as Assistant Executive Officer of
School Troops at the Armored School. Late in September of 1948 I requested release from active duty and
left the army.
In April 1949 I applied for reinstatement with the U.S. Forest Service and was assigned to the Sitgreaves
National Forest in Arizona. I spent the next two years there in Timber Management jobs which I enjoyed very
much.

Edmund (Bud) L. Richardson
1928 - 1985

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

1962 - 1964
1964 - 1970
1970 - 1976
1976 - 1983

Location
Shasta NF
Shasta-Trinity NF
Kings River District, Sierra NF, Sanger CA
Coffee Creek District, Shasta-Trinity NF
Cajon District, San Bernardino NF
Sierra NF

Position(s)
Seasonal
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Fire Control Officer

Biography
Bud was raised in the Redding, California area and as a young man worked seasonally for the Forest
Service (Shasta NF) and for the Southern Pacific Railroad. After receiving a Forestry Degree from Humboldt
State, Bud received a permanent appointment to the Shasta-Trinity and worked in several positions of
increasing responsibilities.
Bud was assigned to the Kings River District, Sierra NF as Assistant Ranger in 1962, and then returned to
the Shasta-Trinity in 1964 as District Ranger at Coffee Creek. In 1970 he was transferred to the San
Bernardino as District Ranger on the Cajon District, one of the heaviest fire workload districts in the Forest
Service. Bud became Fire Management Officer on the Sierra NF (in about 1976), the position he retired from.
Bud was a top all-around Forest Officer admired and respected by all he came in contact with.

Bill Rines

1927 – 1999

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location)

Position(s)

1953 - 1958

Collowash District, MT Hood NF, OR

1958 - 1962

Lakeview District, Freemont NF, OR

1962 - 1973

Chelan District, Wenatchee NF, WA

1973 - 1982

Burns District, Malheur NF, OR

District Ranger

1982 -

Private Forest Products Companies

Forestry Consultant

Biography
Mr. Rines was born in Lancaster New Hampshire. He served in the US Army from 1945 until 1947. He
graduated with honors from the University of New Hampshire in 1951 with a bachelor's degree in forestry.
He married Jean Baker June 8, 1955 in Vancouver, WA.
Bill worked on the Mt Hood, Fremont, Wenatchee and Malheur National Forests during his career, from 1953
to 1982. He retired as the District Ranger of the Burns District, Malheur National Forest. After retirement he
continued to work as a timber consultant for Edward Hines Lumber, Snow Mountain Pine, LT&L, Tecton
Laminates and Louisiana Pacific.
Bill was wonderful land steward and a leader in recognizing and implementing measures to protect and
enhance the forest environment. He was an outstanding District Ranger, a leader, a role model and a friend
to many, many people. Whoever met Bill never forgot his sincere manner and his energetic, bone squeezing handshake!

Arthur C. Ringland

1882-1981

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1910
1918 ? - 1922 ?
1925? - 1940
1941 - 1946
1946 - 1953

Location
Southwest District (now Region) (R-3)
Albuquerque, NM
War Relief
Forest Service
National Defense Advisory Commission and President's War
Relief Control Board,
Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid, U.S.
Department of State

Position(s)
District Forester

Watershed Specialist
Consultant
Executive Director

Biography
Arthur Ringland, was a career Forest Service employee who had studied
headwaters control in Europe, served as chairman of the Flood Control
Coordinating Committee of the Office of the Land Use Coordinator. After
several years of dealing with the problems, without much authority, he stated
that "the flood control program is the victim of institutionalism at its worst." Mr.
Ringland did go to Czechoslovakia and then Constantinople Turkey in 1922.
To correct the "confusion and diffusion of responsibility," he said (circa 1936)
there should be a department-level official with administrative authority. The
Forest Service and Soil Conservation Service should have "straight line
undivided responsibility and authority for all flood control project work in the
field of whatever character."
Details of Mr. Ringland's Forest Service career are lacking. He appears in a
photograph of the Apache National Forest Rangers Meeting, Springerville,
Arizona, 1910. He was R3 District (Regional) Forester.
The below information from: Oral History Interview with Arthur Ringland July 14, 1975 by Richard D.
McKinzie. Source: http://www.trumanlibrary.org/oralhist/ringland.htm
When I was 18 years of age I had just finished school in Montclair, New Jersey, and was interested in what I
had read. There was not much known or published at that time about forestry. I was fortunate to be one of
the young men recruited by Gifford Pinchot, who at that time was the chief of the Division of Forestry in the
Department of Agriculture. He later carried through to what is known today as the U.S. Forest Service.
I was in that Service under interesting conditions, which I'll not detail here, but I do feel that experience was
very stimulating. There was one phase of it where Mr. Pinchot had meetings about once a month in his
residence. Distinguished men in public service would come and talk informally about some of the problems
related to the conservation of natural resources. You must remember that at that time (the turn of the
century), it was the era of exploitation rather than conservation, but it was a very fortunate thing we had men

of Pinchot's vision to marshal public opinion. To see what could be done to the great public domain is what
was in mind. Pinchot believed that vast areas, mostly in the West, should be put under some form in the
public interest. These meetings were known as the "Baked Apple Club," because Mr. Pinchot always served
baked apples and gingerbread. What impressed me as a young man was listening to men like James
[Rudolph ] Garfield, [ Frederick Haynes ] Newell, and even Theodore Roosevelt himself. He came one time,
after a walk with Pinchot, wearing a sweater and talking in his vigorous manner. It was he, with Pinchot
alongside of him, who really made conservation, as we know it today. I think sitting there and listening to
these men did instill one with an idea of public service, and I was fortunate to carry on in that service until the
outbreak of World War I, when I went overseas.
It was after the armistice of 1918 that I was ordered home; but I didn't want to go home. I was completely
independent of any responsibility. I met an old friend in Paris and had dinner with him. He told me he had just
joined the American Relief Administration, which was then being organized by Herbert Hoover, the Allied
Director General of Relief.
When I finally returned home, I wanted to continue my interest in conservation. That took me into a period,
which carried on until World War II. Then, because of the background experience I had had in relief work, I
went into the State Department and was a consultant to the President's War Relief Control Board (I was later
the assistant director). That was when, 1945, the President's War Relief Control Board gave the impetus
and the guidance to the creation and organization of CARE. And I was awarded for my part as a co-founder.
CARE carries on today in a most fruitful way.

Donald George Rivers

1951-2019

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1963-1997
1997-2009
2009-2012
2012-2014

Location
Bridger-Teton National Forest, WY
Alaska Region
National Office, Washington D.C.
Lakewood, CO

Position(s)
Logging Engineer
Assistant Regional Engineer
Engineering Manager
Engineering Manager

Biography
Donald George Rivers, 67, passed away January 5, 2019 in Lafayette,
CO. Don was born June 13, 1951 in Rapid City, SD to parents Esther
and Eanard Rivers.
Don received an Associates Degree in Surveying from South Dakota
State University, a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from South
Dakota School of Mines and Technology and Masters of Science in
Logging Engineering/Forestry from Oregon State University.
He started his career as a Professional Engineer with the U.S. Soil and
Conservation Service traveling through eastern Montana assisting
farmers with small engineering projects. He transferred to the U.S.
Forest Service where he remained for 36 years until his retirement in
2014. As a Logging Engineer, Don was assigned to the Bridger-Teton
National Forest in Jackson Hole, WY and subsequently became the
Assistant Regional Engineer for the Alaska Region of the Forest Service
where he was in charge of logging, aviation and fire management. After 12 years in Anchorage and Juneau,
AK, Don moved to the Washington DC office of the Forest Service working as an Engineering Manager until
transferring to his final duty station in Lakewood, CO.
Don’s interests and hobbies included fishing, running, hiking, rafting, camping, golfing, sea kayaking, hunting
elk in Wyoming and Caribou in Alaska, travel and gardening.
A loving son, brother, father and grandfather; Don was kind and patient, playful and told corny “dad jokes.”
He was also a great friend and loved by all.

Moten Roark
Unknown

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
1940s - 1963

Location
Clearwater NF, Idaho

Position(s)
Crew Supervisor

Biography
Moten Roark worked in the Clearwater NF Blister Rust Control (BRC) organization in the 1940s to the 1960s.
He worked on many different forest projects and as a fire Camp Boss. He supervised many BRC men on
many project fires. He was skilled in supervising young men. He retired from the Clearwater NF around
1963.

Norwood F. "Woody" Robertshaw

1934-2011

Forest Service Employee
Date(s)

Location
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Missouri
Indiana
Wisconsin
Washington DC
California

Position(s)

Director of Land and Real Estate
Management

Biography
Woody was born in East Penn Township, PA to Andrew Robertshaw Jr. and
his wife Eleanor. He and His wife, Patricia, raised three daughters: Anne,
Amy, and Sue.
After graduating from Penn State University, Woody began a 34-year career
with the US Forest Service, working in various locations across the country,
including Oregon, Pennsylvania, Missouri, Indiana, Wisconsin, Washington
D.C. and California. He retired in 1989 as the Director of Lands and Real
Estate Management for the Pacific Southwest Region in San Francisco.
After retirement, he worked for the Trust for Public Land, and then a Land
Natural Resources Consultant. He served on the Board of the California
Tahoe Conservancy, and the Brentwood Agricultural Trust.
During his career, he dressed up as Smokey Bear for appearances at grade
schools to educate children about the importance or fire prevention. He manned Forest Service lookout
towers, fought wildfires throughout the western U.S., and designed campgrounds. He was a true
conservationist, and planted an estimated million trees throughout his career. He brokered numerous land
exchanges with private parties, to help preserve pristine wilderness areas for the public domain.
Activities throughout his adult life included Little Theater, assisting with organizing three Unitarian Churches
in Roseburg Or, Springfield MO and Mequon WI. He was an advisor to a 4H club. He was a member of the
Tau Phi Delta fraternity, The Penn State Alumni Association, the Pennsylvania German Society of American
Foresters, the national Association of Forest Service Retirees, and proudly, the Sons of the American
Revolution.

F. Dale Roberston

1940-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
F. Dale Robertson, the twelfth chief of the Forest Service, was born in
Bald Knob, Arkansas, on August 17, 1940.
He joined the Forest Service in 1961 after receiving a degree in
forestry from the University of Arkansas. His early assignments were
in the South. After moving to the Washington Office, he completed a
master's degree in public administration from the American University
in Washington, D.C. in 1970. Shortly afterward, he was reassigned to
the Pacific Northwest, returning in 1980 to the Washington Office.
After the retirement of Max Peterson in January of 1987, Dale
Robertson was appointed chief of the Forest Service.
Soon after his appointment as chief, Robertson had to face a public
that was wary of anything the Forest Service had to say or proposed
to do.
Several new resource programs were developed under Robertson's
leadership, including the highly successful "Rise to the Future," a
program designed to enhance the production of fish on the national forests. Robertson also led efforts by the
Forest Service to find new and creative ways to manage the national forests, especially by emphasizing the
non-commodity (non-timber) resources, new forestry, new perspectives, and ecosystem management.

Laird A. Robinson

1942-2016

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1962-1965
1963-1971
1972-2012

Location
U.S. Forest Service
U.S. Airforce
U.S. Forest Service
National Smoke Jumpers Association

Position(s)
Smoke Jumper
Captain
Public Information Officer
President

Biography
Laird A. Robinson passed away after a nine-year courageous battle with
cancer with his wife Loretta by his side. Laird was born on Sept. 5, 1942, at
Walla Walla, Washington, where his father attended school at the time.
Laird attended Paxson Grade School and went on to attend and graduate
from the Missoula County Public High School in 1960. Laird continued his
education at the University of Montana to include a double major in biology
and history graduating in 1966. He was also president of the Phi Delta
fraternity house.
Laird married Helen Ferrlan on June 12, 1965, and had two sons.
Eventually Laird and Helen were divorced.
Laird began smoke jumping with the Missoula Smokejumper around 1962
till 1965. He would return to smoke jumping after serving in the military in
1971 till the mid-1970’s.
Laird entered ROTC in 1963 and entered the U.S. Air Force as an officer in 1965 earning the rank of captain.
Eventually he departed with an honorable discharge in 1971. After serving in the Air Force, Laird continued
federal employment with the U.S. Forest Service until retirement with nearly 40 years of service. Laird
worked on a large incident management fire team and next in a professional capacity in public affairs and
eventually retired in special projects at the Regional Office in Missoula.
Laird would also serve as Norman MacLean’s research partner in the book “Young Men and Fire.” The two
built a special bond and relationship that would last until Norman’s death in 1990.
Laird would later serve in a volunteer capacity as the president of the National Smokejumpers Association.
Laird married Loretta Robinson on May 1, 1998, and remained happily married until his death.
To say that Laird was an avid outdoorsman would be an understatement. Laird was an expert woodsman
who enjoyed every adventure involving hunting and fishing.

Michael J. Rogers
1938 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1957 – 1963

1974 - 1977
1977 - 1981
1981 –1985
1985 – 1990
1990 - 1999

Location
Angeles NF, CA
Mendocino NF, CA
Angles NF, CA
Hayfork District Shasta-Trinity NF, CA
Angeles NF, CA
Washington Office
Cleveland NF, San Diego, CA
Angeles NF, Pasadena, CA

Position(s)
Chilao Hotshot Crew

District Ranger
Forest Fire Management Officer
Staff Fire and Aviation
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Michael J. Rogers served as Forest Supervisor of the very urban Angeles
National Forest from August 1990 to December 31, 1999. Born and raised in
Altadena, California, he began his US Forest Service career in 1957 as a
seasonal firefighter on the Chilao Hotshot Crew, protecting the critical
watersheds of the Angeles National Forest, the very first Federal Timberland
Reserve set aside in the state of California and the second nationally. He
continued to work for the Forest Service while going to school, eventually
graduating from the School of Forestry at Oregon State University in 1966 with
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Forest Management.
Following graduation, he held a variety of positions, each with increasing
management responsibilities, on the Mendocino and Angeles National Forests
and served as District Ranger from 1974 to 1977 on the Hayfork Ranger
District, Shasta Trinity National Forest. During this time he also continued to
develop his personal interest in fare ecology, forest fuels management,
prescribed burning, smoke management, working with communities and management of complex wildfires
on the nation's National Forests. He returned for a third tour on the Angeles in 1977, this time as Fire
Management Officer on a Forest known for some of the most difficult wildland/urban interface, wildfire and
flood problems in the world.
In 1981, he accepted the National Fuel Management Specialist position on the Fire and Aviation
Management Staff in the Forest Service Washington, DC Office. He returned to southern California in August
of 1985 as Forest Supervisor of the Cleveland National Forest, located north and east of San Diego,
California. In August of 1990 he began his fourth and final tour on the Angeles National Forest. He has had
the good fortune to have worked 31 of his 42 years with the Forest Service in southern California. This
includes 26 years on the Angeles National Forest, a watershed forest that still continues to supply 35% of the
Los Angeles basins water supply and reigns as the most heavily used National Forest in the nation.

He is currently working as a Senior Wildland Fire Associate with Firewise 2000, an international corporation.
He has completed a number of comprehensive Fire Management / Watershed Management Plans for
several Cities, the Catalina Island Conservancy and Rancho Mission Viejo.
Mike and Patti, his wife of 41 years, have four adult children, two daughters, two sons and six grandchildren.

Mark Romey
1948 - 2019

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1975 -- 1977
1977 – 1980
1980 – 1988
1988 – 1992*
1992*–1997*
1997*–2005

Location
Missoula Smokejumper Base, Missoula, MT
Spotted Bear RD, Flathead NF, MT
Libby RD, Kootenai NF, MT
Hebgen Lake RD, Gallatin NF, MT
Huron-Manistee NF, MI
Kootenai NF, MT

Position(s)
Smokejumper
Forester
Silviculturist
District FMO
Forest FMO
Supervisory Forester/Staff Off.

*approximate dates

Biography

Mark was born and raised in Buffalo, NY. He entered the Coast Guard in
1965 and served two tours of duty in Viet Nam as a gunner on a swift boat.
In 1972 he married Sandy and they had two children, Jesse and Amy. He
graduated from the University of Montana in Forestry in 1974. Following
graduation, he was a smokejumper for several years before starting his
professional career as a forester at Spotted Bear R.S. Flathead N.F. Mark
was a silviculturist on three ranger districts and became the District Fire
Management Officer on the Hebgen Lake R.D. at West Yellowstone in 1988.
Mark left Montana to become the Forest Fire Management Officer on the
Huron-Manistee N.F. in Michigan. After five years Mark transferred to the
Kootenai N.F. as the Operations Staff Officer and was responsible for the
forest’s timber and fire programs until his retirement in 2005. Mark was a
very competent forester, but his true love was always fire. He had many
notable accomplishments in fire including being the Gallatin N.F.’s
representative on the Interagency Fire Restoration Team following the
Yellowstone Fires. He was instrumental in successful collaborative efforts
between varying agencies in Michigan resulting in Michigan Interagency Wildland Fire Protection
Association. Upon returning to the Kootenai N.F., Mark brought his interagency experiences with him and
became chair of the Northern Region Coordinating Group Operations Committee for three years. There he
worked with the regional Incident Command Teams (ICT) to provide leadership and direction to further
interagency cooperation, communication and coordination.
Mark was later appointed to be on the unique three-person Regional Fire Safety Oversight team focused on
the ICT teams, helping them where needed, including helping to solve and expedite logistical, political
(interagency) issues. His broad fire suppression experience and open and honest communication skills
made him an ideal person for this team.
After retirement in 2005, Mark came back several fire seasons to be part of the oversight team. He
continued his interest in fire suppression by being a member of the Lincoln County Firesafe Council, fire risk
assessor for Lincoln County, supervisor on the Lincoln Conservation District and a member of the Lincoln
County Planning Board. In later years Mark struggled with Parkinson’s disease, but his outspokenness and
wry sense of humor were always there.

Howard “Rondy” Rondthaler

1928 - 2007

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1949 – 1954
1955 – 1959
1960
1961 – 1965
1966 – 1979
1980 – 1984

Location
Rhododendron Ridge Guard Station and Lakes
District, Mt Hood NF, OR
Lakes District, Mt Hood NF, OR
Lakes District, Mt Hood NF, OR
Lakes District, Mt Hood NF, OR
Supervisors Office, Mt Hood NF, OR
Supervisors Office, Mt Hood NF, OR

Position(s)
Seasonal Semi-skilled Laborer,
Fire Control Aide
Fie Control Aide GS-4, GS-5
Fire Control Officer GS-6
Fire Control Officer GS-7
Hiway Engineering Tech GS-9
Civil Engineering Tech GS-11

Biography
Howard Rondthaler was born in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina on March 9, 1928. He attended school at
Clemmons School in Clemmons, NC, where his father was
principal and his mother was a teacher. He performed
janitorial work at the school such as sweeping, cleaning
blackboards, cleaning bathrooms and starting a fire in the
furnace during winter months. He graduated in 1945.
He was in the Navy from 1945 to 1946, and performed
office work in Oklahoma. He always joked that it was pretty
far from a naval ship. This was particularly humorous to
him because he had chosen the Navy so that he could go
to sea.
He attended Black Mountain College in North Carolina
from August 1946 to September 1947. He also worked
there as a bookstore manager and maintenance worker.
He left Black Mountain College and attended University of North Carolina for one semester, but returned
after that to Black Mountain College. In 1948, he went to the Milwaukee School of Engineering for one
semester and quit to work at the Pullman Standard Car Manufacturing Company in Chicago.
He moved to Oregon in 1949 on a bet from a friend. His friend offered two quarts of beer if Rondy would
move to Oregon. Rondy took the bet and drove west in a Model A. He loved Oregon, and decided to stay.
He became a trail worker on the Mount Hood National Forest for the summer of 1949. He was always very
proud that his first job title was Semi-Skilled Laborer. His immediate supervisor was Virgil Carrell, who was
the District Ranger, and the location was Rhododendron Ridge Guard Station. During 1951 - 1955, he
worked summers for the Forest Service and went to school during the rest of the year at Portland State
University and Reed College. He graduated from Reed College and shortly thereafter got his career
conditional appointment with the Forest Service on July 25, 1955. In his career, he served as fire control
aid, forestry aid, fire control officer, and recreation technician on ranger districts in the Clackamas River

drainage.
As his career progressed, he gained expertise in trails location, construction and maintenance. He became
a resource for information on trails in the Columbia River Gorge and was featured in an article in the
Oregonian in October 1977 titled, "Mountain Trail Blazer Has Wily Way in Woods." One of the projects that
gave him the most satisfaction was the development of the portion of the Pacific Crest Trail that goes
through the Mount Hood National Forest. He also took great pleasure in knowing that some of the trails he
laid out resulted in unusual or spectacular views for hikers. He enjoyed the part of the job that required him
to walk those trails and once said that keeping his feet moving appealed to him. In addition to Forest
Service trails, he did extensive volunteer work in the Portland area. He was involved in trail planning at
Cascade Head, Tryon Creek State Park, Pittock Sanctuary; and several privately-owned properties in the
Gorge. He also led extensive trail survey work in the Ventana Wilderness of the Monterey Ranger District
of the Los Padres National Forest after the Marble Cone Fire of 1977. His work there was used to award a
contract to reconstruct trails that had been damaged and caused the Los Padres National Forest to realize
that they needed a wilderness/trails position because of the importance of their trails along the Big Sur
Pacific Ocean seacoast.
Rondy enjoyed supervising trail crews of any type. He supervised trail crews of employees, YCC crews,
volunteer workers, and anyone who expressed interest in access to forest settings.
Rondy retired in 1984, and kept an active walking schedule and became a bicycle repairman for the Catlin
Gabel School Rummage Sale, where bicycles he repaired generated hundreds of dollars for student
financial aid.
Despite his vigorous life, he developed heart problems. He died of heart failure on August 6, 2007.
He supported the National Museum of Forest Service History, Friends of the Columbia River Gorge, Black
Mountain College, Thanksgiving Reunion Group, Reed College Alumni Association, Catlin Gabel School,
and the Forest Service Thirty-Year Club, among many other causes.
Howard married Jane Rondthaler in December 1952, and they were divorced in 1974. They had three
children, Elizabeth, Catherine, and Mary. He married Carolyn Droege Reynolds in April, 2000.

Victor J. Rudolph
1916 -2008

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1937 - 1938
1940 - 1941
1946 - 1948
1952 - 1982
1975

Location
Kamas Ranger District, Wasatch National
Forest, Utah
Uinta National Forest, Utah
Duke University
Michigan State University
Regional Office R-1, Missoula, MT

Position(s)
Forest Guard
Forest Guard
Assistant Professor Forest Management
Professor and Assistant Department Chair
Forest Economist

Biography
Victor J. Rudolph was born on September 26, 1916 in Little Falls,
Minnesota. He graduated from Little Falls High School in 1935; Weber
Junior College, Ogden, Utah, A.S. in 1938; and Utah State University,
Logan, Utah, B. S. F. in 1941 and Duke University, Durham, NC, M. F. in
1943 and Doctor of Forestry degree in 1950.
He served a Navy Lieutenant, 1943-1946 during World War II.
His first forestry job was as a Forest Guard in brush disposal, on the
Kamas Ranger District, Wasatch National Forest for $100.00 per month in
the summer of 1937. Summer jobs followed on the Wasatch and Uinta
National Forests in 1938, 1939, 1940, and 1941.
Victor was a Research Associate at the School of Forestry, Duke
University in 1946 through 1948. His next assignment was as the Assistant
Professor of Forest Management and Assistant Director of Duke Forest at Duke University, 1948-1952.
Victor then moved to Michigan State University, Department of Forestry in several positions as Assistant,
Associate, and Professor of Forestry and then Associate Department Chairman. He was at Michigan State
from 1952 until 1982.
Victor worked as a forest economist {GS-13), analyzing environmental impact statements and economic
analyses of forest management plans at the U. S. Forest Service Region 1 Office in Missoula, Montana,
during sabbatical leave, 1975.
He was a consultant to the University of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on tree planting to stabilize sand dunes in
1975. Victor was also a forest management consultant to the Agency for International Development on its
Forestry Project in the Dominican Republic, 1982-83.
A member of the Society of American Foresters since 1946. Vice Chairman and Chairman of the Lower
Michigan Chapter, 1967-69. National Program Committee, 1968, Chairman, Cutting Practices Committee
and Taxation Committee, 1968-70. Chapter Distinguished Service Award, 1975. Council Member, 1976-79.
Council Executive Committee, 1978-79. Ad Hoc Governance Committee, 1979, Executive Vice-President
Search Committee, 1978-79, Goals Committee, 1979, Chairman, National Nominating Committee, 1980. He
was elected SAF Fellow, 1981.

Ken N. “Moose” Salyer

?-1965

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1954

Location
McCall, ID

Position(s)
Smokejumper

Biography
Ken trained in McCall (l954) where he jumped for 12 seasons, achieving a total of 101 career jumps before
his death in 1965. Ken was killed when a Twin Beech crashed during a cargo run after safely dropping four
jumpers on a fire in Norton Creek, a tributary to the Middle Fork of the Salmon River in central Idaho. He
became a squad leader, trainer and spotter in 1962 and was especially known for effective training and
mentoring ofNeds, emphasis on physical fitness as a means of reducing injuries and a relentless focus on
overall jumper safety. He acquired the nickname of "Moose" because of his great physical strength combined
with outstanding athletic ability and a willingness to shoulder more than his fair share of any work
assignment.
After serving on active duty in the Army in 1957, Ken continued jumping in McCall. At the age of 27, he
returned to college on a wrestling scholarship at Central Washington State College where he graduated with
a bachelor's degree in education in 1964. He returned to Boise with his wife, Mary K. and young son Mike,
where he pursued a teaching career at Fairmont Junior High. Because of his keen interest in young people
and athletics, he also coached wrestling and football. In addition, he participated as a high school wrestling
referee for schools in the Treasure Valley.
As a statement of Ken's strong positive effect on those people who knew and worked with him, two books
were written about smokejumping with him as a central figure. In his book Jumping Skyward, the Reverend
Stan Tate (MYC '53) modeled the main character after Ken as a testiment to his spiritual strength and
fundamental concern for other people. Dale Schmaljohn's (MYC '60) book Smokejumper also referenced
Ken's skill in training Neds and in demonstrating a tremendous work ethic. His last chapter tells about the
overpowering sadness and profound sense of loss felt by McCall smokejumpers upon hearing about his
death. He was a unique individual who made a major impact on every jumper who knew him. This was all the
more remarkable considering the condensed time frame of summer work associations and his prematurely
shortened jumping career.

Hal A. Samsel

1930-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1952
1957
1970-1980
1980

Location
Missoula, MT
Missoula :MT
Missoula, MT
Flathead Lake, :MT

Position(s)
Smokejumper / Part-time
Smokejumper / Full-time
Parachute Loft Foreman
Retired

Biography
Hal A. Samsel was born on February 20, 1930, in Missoula to William and
Hallie Samel. He lived in Monture Ranger Station until age 4. He then
moved to Seeley Lake where his father was the district ranger. He lived at
Seeley Lake until 1941 attending a one room school. After stops at
Missoula and Plains, he moved with his family to Ravalli and graduated
high school in St. Ignatius in 1949. Hal smoke-jumped the summer of
1949.
He married Betty on September 01, 1950, and joined the Marine Corps
shortly after. He attended boot camp in San Diego and as later stationed
in Jacksonville, Florida.
Hal returned home in 1952 and resumed working summers as a
smokejumper and winters in the local lumber mills. In 1957 he was hired
on full-time at the Smokejumper Base. During his career as a smokejumper, Hal became the first
smokejumper to receive a 250-jump pin. For the last 10 years of his career, he was the parachute loft
foreman. Hal retired from the Smokejumper Base in 1980. At his retirement party, he asked "Why is it you
have to die or retire to find out what a good guy you were?"
After retiring in 1980, Hal and Betty lived in Missoula for a few years while they were completing their cabin
on Flathead. After selling their house in Missoula, Hal and Betty moved permanently to their home on
Flathead Lake where they lived until passing.

Stanley Cyrus Sanderson
1890-1970

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1911-1914
1914-1923
1923-1955

Location
Choteau, Montana
Black Leaf and Bell Creek, Montana
Couer d' Alene, National Forest

Position(s)
Guard
Forest Ranger
Asst. Supervisor

Biography
Born 1890 in Osage, Minnesota. Stanley began working for the Forest
Service as a summer guard in 1911. Initially worked at Choteau, Montana
and after working summers for Forest Service and winters for Bell
Telephone for 3 years, took a full-time job as ranger with the Forest Service
in 1914. Initially sent to Sun River district o Lewis and Clark National
Forest, then transferred to Ear Mtn. district. After marriage in 1914, sent to
Dupuyer Ranger Station (luxurious accommodations) with his new bride.
After Dupuyer, he was transferred to Black Leaf Ranger Station where his
two children were born in 1915 and 1918. He also completed a forestry
course from the University of Montana during 1916 and 1917. In 1920 he
took over the Belt Creek Ranger District.
In 1923 he was transferred to the Coeur d'Alene National Forest and moved
to Coeur d'Alene. He remained in Coeur d'Alene working for the Forest
Service for the next 32 years, serving as Assistant Supervisor. He made the choice to turn down further
promotions for the opportunity to remain in Coer d'Alene.
He remembered the days before there were any roads, and very few trails. All travel was by pack train. He
spent days on snowshoes and living out of tents. It took weeks to make rounds of the districts.

Ted Schlapfer
1921-2012

Beth Schlapfer
unknown-2009

Forest Service Employee

Spouse

Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1946 -

- 1977

Location
Mt Hebron District, Klamath NF, CA
Quincy District, Plumas NF, CA
Hayfork, Shasta-Trinity NF, CA
Sequoia NF, CA
Los Padres NF, CA
Tongass NF, AK
Black Hills NF, SD
Southern Region (R-8)
Washington Office

Position(s)

Biography
Mr. Schlapfer worked for the Forest Service from 1946 until 1977. He
served in the US Navy 1943 -1946 at Palau Islands, Iwo Jima, and
Okinawa. He served the Forest Service in many different locations over
his long career. After retiring from the Forest Service Ted formed the
Executive Seminar Program at Lewis and Clark College in Portland
Oregon and managed the program for 12 years. Students were leaders
in natural resources - State, Federal, Tribal and private. He also served
on the Board of the National Museum of Forest Service History.

Jack E. Schmautz
1921 – 1989

June Schmautz
unknown-2000

Forest Service Employee

Spouse

Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1948 - 1951
1951 - 1954

1955 - 1958

1958 - 1961
1961 - 1971
1971 - 1980

Location
Montana Fish and Game, Lincoln County
Northern Rocky Mountain Forest and Range
Experiment Station, Vigilante Experimental Range
south of Virginia City, MT
Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment
Station Upper Snake Rive Experimental Range
U.S. Sheep Experimental Station, Dubois, Idaho
Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment
Station, Missoula, MT
Range and Wildlife Management, Region 1,
Missoula, Montana.
Washington Office - Range Management,
Washington, DC

Position(s)
Big Game Biologist
Range Conservationist

Superintendent

Ecologist
Chief, Branch of Range Studies,
Plans, and Analyses
Staff Ecologist

Biography
Jack Schmautz was born in Dietz Wyoming. He graduated from Sheridan
County Wyoming High School in 1939. In 1947 he received a Bachelor of
Science degree with Honors in Range Management from the School of
Forestry, University of Montana. In 1948 Jack received a Masters of
Science degree in Range Management, from the University of Montana. He
completed post-graduate studies in Plant Ecology and Geomorphology at
the University of Minnesota.
He married June Callahan and they had one son, Thomas Michael. During
World War II Jack served in the Army Air Corps form August 1942 to
October 1945 as a tail gunner on a B-17 bomber. Jack saw duty in
European, African, and Middle Eastern Theaters of Operation and received
a Distinguished Flying Cross, three Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters and an Air
Medal.
Jack began his professional work as a wildlife biologist managing white tail
deer in Lincoln County for the Montana Fish & Game Department. In 1948 he began his career in Forest
Service Research working as a Range Conservationist on the Vigilante Experimental Range south of Virginia
City, MT studying cattle grazing, reseeding, plant control, and plant ecology.
During his next assignment, he was Superintendent of the U S Sheep Experimental Station, Dubois, ID
studying sheep grazing on sagebrush-grass habitats. Jack was a range ecologist for the Intermountain
Station in Missoula and then was the Branch Chief for Range Studies, Plans, and Analyses in the Northern
Region. Jack's last assignment was as a Staff Ecologist in Range Management at the Washington Office.
Jack retired in 1980.

Jack Schmautz was a truly dedicated and loyal employee of the Forest Service. Passing up other
opportunities, he always preferred to work with the job he loved and to which he committed his life.
Jack authored several publications on range management including:
Beef Production on Montana Summer Ranges; USFS North Rocky Mountain Forest and Range
Experiment Station; Note 118, 1953
Grass - Cafeteria Style in South Western Montana; USFS Intermountain Forest and Range
Experiment Station, Note 112, 1954
Winter Field Key to Native Shrubs of Montana, Joint Authorship with M. S. Morris and P. F. Stickney,
Bulletin 23, Montana State University
A Field Test of Relative Weight Estimate Method for determining Herbage Production; Joint
authorship with S. S. Hutchings; Journal of Range Management, Vol. 22, No. 6, November 1969
Use of Ecological Knowledge to Improve Big Game Range; Research Symposium, 1970
A Model to Incorporate Soil Survey Allotment Analyses Dates in Range Management Planning;
Research Symposium, 1970
Forest Management in Wyoming; Joint authorship with Bernsten, Litton, Lyon, Packer, and Rees;
USFS Dept of Agriculture, 1971

Andrew R. Schmidt

unknown- 2007

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1933 - 1935
1938 - 1941
1946
1946
1947 - 1950
1950 - 1954
1954 - 1959
1959 - 1961
1961 - 1963
1963 - 1970
1970 - 1973

Location
Pinnacles Fire Crew and Pilgrim Creek,
Shasta NF, CA
Oscar M. Evan Timber Survey Crew, CA
Salyer Ranger District, Trinity NF, CA
Susanville Ranger District, Lassen, CA
Sawyers Bar, Klammath NF, CA
Shasta NF, CA
Eldorado NF, CA
Intermountain Region, Ogden, UT
Lands Staff, Washington, DC
Lands and Watershed Staff, Eastern
Region, Milwaukee, WI
Tahoe Federal Coordinating Council, CA /
NV

Position(s)
Firefighter
Forester
Assistant Ranger
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
Range and Wildlife Staff
Timber Staff Officer
Timber Sales Officer
Staff Assistant
Assistant Regional Forester
Administrator and Team Leader at Lake
Tahoe

Biography
Andrew.R. Schmidt's career began in 1933 on the Pinnacles National Monument Fire Crew. In 1934 &
1935 he worked on the Pinnacles Fire Crew and Pilgrim Creek, Shasta National Forest Fire Crew.
Andy graduated from the University of California, Berkeley in 1938 with a B.S. Forestry degree. From 19381941, Andy worked with Oscar M. Evan Timber Survey Crew in California. In 1941, he received his Junior
Forester appointment on the Trinity National Forest. From 1942-1945 Andy served with the U.S. Navy in the
South Pacific.
He returned to the Forest Service in 1946 and served as Assistant Ranger on the Salyer Ranger District,
Trinity National Forest for six months, and Susanville Ranger District, Lassen National Forest for six months.
In 1947, he moved to the Klammath National Forest as District Ranger at Sawyers Bar. In 1950 Andy
became Range and Wildlife Staff for the Shasta National Forest and in 1954 Timber Staff Officer of the
Eldorado National Forest at Placerville, California. In 1959, he moved to Ogden, Utah, as Timber Sales
Officer for Region 4. In 1961, Andy moved to the Washington D.C. Office of the Forest Service, working in
Lands, under Axel Lundh. In 1963, Andy became Lands and Watershed Assistant Regional Forester in
Region 9, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
In 1970, he became the Administrator and Team Leader for the Forest Service at Lake Tahoe, working with
TRPA and the Lake Tahoe Bi-State Planning Commission, representing all federal agencies, through the
Tahoe Federal Coordinating Council. The historical events and long standing controversy over Lake Tahoe's
environment involved many people, governmental levels and agencies, organizations, and the political
arena. Andrew R. Schmidt's team put together a system of "threshold values" for the various ecosystems for
the Lake Tahoe Basin, to guide further land development and prevent further degradation. The

environmental Threshold Project served as a basic guide for the Bi-State Compact mandated Tahoe
Regional Plan.
Andy retired in 1973. His sons Larry and Tom both have had careers with the Forest Service as
professionals. His daughter Diana and wife Barbara were very much a part of Andy's illustrious career.
Barbara always made sure that wives of new Junior Foresters received loving care as they adapted to the
times and conditions of primitive living with the Forest Service in the early days. Andy died in the Fall of
2007.

Richard Schmitz
1934-1998

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1962-1969
1969
1982

Location
Intermountain Forest and Range Station
Forestry Sciences Laboratory at Moscow,
ID
Forestry Sciences Laboratory in Ogden,
UT

Position(s)

Biography
Dick was born May 2, 1934, in Milwaukee, WI, son of Frances Mary
Charvat and Herman Carl Clarence Schmitz. Dick graduated from
Washington High School, Milwaukee, WI, and in 1955, from New York
State Ranger School in Forestry. He received a B.S. degree in Forest
Management in 1957, and a M.S. degree in entomology in 1965, from
Oregon State University. He earned a Ph.D. in entomology from the
University of Idaho in 1978. Dick served two years in the U.S. Army at
Camp Irwin, CA.
He received his permanent appointment to the USDA, Forest Service,
Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station in 1962 at Missoula,
MT. He transferred to the Forestry Sciences Laboratory at Moscow, ID, in
1969, and finally to the Forestry Sciences Laboratory in Ogden, UT, where
he retired in 1992.
Dick had been a member of the Entomological Society of America;
Entomological Society of Canada; Society of American Foresters; Western
Forest Insect Work Conference; Sigma Xi; Phi Sigma; Ducks Unlimited;
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation; and the Ogden Nature Center.
His love of the outdoors took Dick to Clarkia, ID, where he worked as a forestry aid. He also worked as a
forest fire lookout on the Ninemile Ranger District of the Lolo Forest in Montana and as a seasonal biologist
When he began his professional career, Dick worked with Philip Johnson (deceased) on a ponderosa pine
risk rating system for the western pine beetle, Dendroctonus brevicomis. However, his major effort involved
studies of the biology and ecology of the pine engraver beetle in second growth ponderosa pine.
At Moscow, ID, Dick studied Ips flight and dispersal behavior. He collaborated with Malcolm Furniss on tests
of Douglas-fir beetle pheromone, Dendroctonus pseud otsugae. Their research identified alphapinene as the
primary constituent of tree resin that synergized the attractiveness of the aggregative pheromone, frontalin,
by the Douglas-fir beetle. He discovered the strong attraction of the checkered beetle, Thanasimus zm

datulus, to frontalin, an important new element in understanding the dynamics of this significant predator of
the Douglas-fir beetle.
In Ogden, Dick began work on the mountain pine beetle, Dendroctonus ponderosae, in collaboration with
Walt Cole (deceased), Mark McGregor (deceased), and Gen e Amman. He made significant contributions to
understanding the interactions of mountain pine beetle populations and the secondary bark beetles (Ips and
Pityophthorus spp.). An outstanding contribution was an understanding of the flight and behavior of the
mountain pine beetle in thinned lodgepole pine stands.
Dick's love for trees, insects, gardening, and the outdoors led to a job at Valley Nursery in Ogden where he
was employed at the time of his death.
Richard Franklin Schmitz was a person of quiet manner, a capable woodsman, and very meticulous and
orderly in his research. Dick was an invaluable counsel to forest and resource managers in dealing with their
forest insect problems.
Dick was married to Billie Joyce Frank. They later divorced. He is survived by his wife of 15 years, Joyce
Carver Schmitz; two daughters, Christine Ellen Schmitz, Karen Schmitz Mendys; and two grandchildren.

Clifford B. Senn
1939-2001

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
1964 - 1994

Location
Chippewa NF, Cass Lake, MN

Position(s)
Lands and Timber Technician

Biography
Cliff worked for the Forest Service from 1964 to 1994 on the Chippewa NF in
Cass Lake MN. He was a technician in Lands and Timber. He also spent
time in Idaho and Montana fighting forest fires. He retired in May 1994.

Paul Senteney

1930-1980

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1954-1957
1957-1962
1962-1967
1967-1976
1976-1989

Location
Chevelon RD, Sitgreaves NF
Jacob Lake RD, Kaibab NF
Supr Office, Kaibab NF
Supr Office, San Juan NF
Supr Office, Grand Mesa,
Uncompahgre and Gunnison NF

Position(s)
Asst Ranger/WL Bio
District Ranger
Fire Staff
Range Staff
Resource Staff

Biography
Paul Senteney, a friend, a mentor, and role model for numerous past and
present Forest Service employees, passed away at his home in Delta,
Colorado on January 18, 2022. Paul was a beloved leader in the Forest
Service and was known for his common sense approach to range and
wildlife management. His influence impacted hundreds of employees in
the Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management and the NRCS. Paul’s
thoughtful advice was always provided with a smile, a sense of humor
and a focus on teamwork.
He was born and raised in Matoon, Illinois and as soon as he could, he
and 3 friends drove a broken down jalopy across the Plains to attend
college at Eastern New Mexico State University in Clovis NM. Shortly
thereafter, he met and married the love of his life, Helen. They were
happily married for 67 years until she passed away in 2017. Paul enlisted
in the US Air Force and served during the Korean War. Upon his
discharge, he attended the University of Arizona where he earned a Masters Degree in Range and Wildlife
Biology. Paul was one of the first, if not THE first, professional wildlife biologist hired directly into the
National Forest System, as opposed to others that entered through Research. He was hired shortly after
graduation and assigned to the Chevelon RD on the Sitgreaves NF as an assistant Ranger/ Wildlife Biologist.
He went on the serve as the District Ranger on the Jacob Lake District on the Kaibab NF, and then on into the
SO as Fire Staff for the Kaibab NF. In 1967, he accepted a transfer to the San Juan NF in Colorado as the
Range staff, before moving to his final assignment as Resource staff for the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and
Gunnison NFs in western Colorado in 1976.
Paul was regarded as an exceptional horseman throughout his career. He was particularly well known for
his expertise training Missouri Foxtrotters. Over the years, he was constantly asked to provide advice and
guidance in selecting, purchasing and training these wonderful horses. His expertise was in constant
demand throughout his time working for the Forest Service and continued unabated for many years after he
retired as well. It was a common sight to drive by his place and see trucks and horse trailers from all over the
country. In 2002, he was inducted into the Missouri Foxtrotter Hall of Fame for his many years of promoting

Paul Senteney
the breed across the West. The high regard to which Paul was held resulted in him appearing several in
horse oriented periodicals in the 1990s. He appeared on the cover and was the featured article in the March,
1993 issue of “The Trail Rider” magazine.
As a leader in rangeland management, Paul was well known at all levels of the Forest Service as well as
externally. Paul served as president of the Colorado Section of the Society for Range Management in 1981.
He came to be revered by several generations of young range managers and wildlife biologists for his
technical expertise, calm guidance and mentorship. Paul felt it was critical that a feeling of inclusion and
espirit de corp be developed for younger employees. Because
of this, he strongly supported ongoing, practical training for
the young professionals he oversaw. He directed field
workshops, often in backcountry settings, that showcased
treatments, follow-up monitoring and assessments of results.
Many of us were fortunate to have Paul available during our
formative years and then well into later assignments that
extended to regional and national level assignments. His
influence continued unabated for many years after his
retirement in 1989. It was common for former associates to call
Paul for over 20 years after he retired, sometimes just to talk
and reminisce and sometimes to gain advice and insight into
complicated resource issues that they were dealing with. There
is no question that Paul Senteney was indeed, an exceptional
leader in the Forest Service. His winning personality and ever
present sense of dedication to the resources of the National
Forests is still felt by many of his former associates. He is and
will be sorely missed.

Vance Charles Setterholm
1925 –2009

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1950 - 1990

Location
Forest Products Laboratory, Madison, WI
Forest Products Laboratory, Madison, WI

Position(s)
Technician Director of Pulp and
paper research.
Assistant Director

Biography
Vance enrolled in the University of Minnesota School of Forestry on the GI
Bill. To save money he stayed at home and worked at Lund Press in the
evenings, weekends and vacations. After his folks moved up to Clementson
in 1949 he stayed in a rented room with a fellow classmate named Steve
Wise, the son of a banker from Cloquet, Minnesota. After spending a
summer in forestry camp in northern Minnesota, he decided he did not like
the prospect of isolation in the woods for the rest of his life and transferred to
the new Wood Technology School.
Upon graduation in 1950 he obtained a job at the US Forest Products
Laboratory in Madison, WI where he spent the next 40 years of an
outstanding career in wood/paper physics research and development.
Among his many accomplishments was the invention of a new papermaking
process called “press drying” for which he received a patent.
In 1957 Vance was elected to The Society of the Sigma XI. In 1981 he
received an award for Meritorious Service from the US Department of Agriculture on the Paper Properties
and Uses Project Committee from the Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper Industry (TAPPI). In
1988 he was elected a TAPPI Fellow. In 1993 He received the Alvin J. Huss Award of the American Forest
and Paper Association for research and development of a new generation of recycled products using
recovered paper and paperboard products known as “space board”. In the summers of 1973, 1981 and
1986, he delivered scientific papers at international conferences of the paper industries at Cambridge
University, Oxford University and Brighton, England, respectively. Vance’s work was so outstanding and so
well recognized throughout the US and the world that he frequently was addressed as Dr. Setterholm and
even the Wall Street Journal.

David Glen Shaw
1946-2016

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Klamath National Forest, Siskiyou

Position(s)
Forest Planning Team

Biography
David Glen Shaw was the first child born to Glen and Ruth Shaw on Aug. 26,
1946, in San Francisco, California. Mr. Shaw died on March 5, 2016, due to a
heart attack at home.
Dave and the family moved to Shasta County around 1952. He attended
Magnolia Street Elementary School and graduated from Central Valley High
School in 1965. Dave graduated from Shasta College, after studying courses
related to his profession in forestry, and attended Humboldt State University.
Prior to college, Dave proudly served four years in the U.S. Army. He was a
veteran of the Vietnam War. Dave worked through college in the saw mills, and
summers with the United States Forest Service.
He retired after 25 years or more with the Klamath National Forest in Siskiyou
County. He resided in Yreka. Dave enjoyed his retirement years with activities involving metal detecting and
ATV clubs. He had many friends in Siskiyou County. We all knew Dave to be creative in painting, ingenious
with ideas and having a great sense of humor. Dave loved his family and friends very much.
He is survived by his brother, Steve Shaw (Debbie), and his sisters, Joy Shaw Hayes and Bobbie Lee Shaw.
Although Dave had no children, he truly loved his niece, Shannon Henry (and her children, Jordan and
Rylie), along with his nephews, Alex Hayes and Grant Hayes. Dave is also survived by his dearly loved
yellow lab, “Jake.”
Please take a moment to remember his humorous jokes and antics with the hope that they bring a smile. As
he said in his Advance Directives, stating, “I’m going home, and will meet you all in Heaven.”

John C. Sherrod

1937 - 2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1960-1962
1962-1964
1964-1965
1965
1965-1967
1967-1972
19721974
1975-1981
1981-1984
1984-1985
1985-1988
1988-1993
1994-2003

Location
Kettle Falls & Orient Districts, Colville National Forest, WA
Army - Fort Huachuca, AZ
Sullivan Lake District, Colville National Forest, WA
Tennessee State Forest Service
Republic District, Colville National Forest, WA
Sioux District, Custer National Forest, SD
Forest Planning Team, Custer National Forest, MT
Gallatin National Forest, MT
Helena National Forest, MT
Chugach National Forest, AK
Sullivan Lake District, Colville National Forest, WA
Forest Planning, Willamette National Forest, OR
Chatham Area, Tongass National Forest, AK
Chatham Area, Tongass National Forest, AK

Position(s)
Forester
Signal Corps
Liaison Officer
Forester
Resource Forester
Forester
Team Leader
Forest Planner
Resource Staff Officer
Planning Officer
District Ranger
Team Leader
Planning Staff Officer
Planning Staff Officer

Biography
John Sherrod was born in Knoxville, Tennessee, on June 13, 1937, the son of A.
Glenn and Margaret (Cates) Sherrod. John quickly became an active woodsman,
with great respect for the forest as he grew up in East Tennessee. He achieved
the rank of Eagle Scout and remained active in scouting throughout his life,
culminating with receipt in 2012 of the Silver Beaver award, the highest
volunteerism award in Scouting. After graduation from Robert Fulton High School
in 1955, John enrolled at the University of Tennessee. He later moved on to
receive a Bachelor of Science degree in forestry from the University of Georgia in
1960. John would later earn a Master of Science degree in forestry from the
University of Idaho in 1980. Shortly after graduation from the University of Georgia,
John married Bobbie Carol (Barfield) in Atlanta, Georgia, on June 18, 1960.
John began his permanent career with the Forest Service on the Kettle Falls
Ranger District of the Colville National Forest on July 1, 1960, living in a two-room log cabin, just minutes
away from the Forest Service “compound”. A few months later, he and Bobbie moved to the Orient Ranger
District, not far from the Canadian border. By Thanksgiving however, they were packing to join the Army for
two years. John was primarily at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, serving in the Signal Corp, where he became
recognized as an “Atomic Veteran”.
Following John’s military duty in 1962, he returned to the Colville Forest and served once again as a forester
on the Kettle Falls Ranger District. In 1964, he moved to the Sullivan Lake Ranger District, near Metaline
Falls to become Liaison Officer for the Boundary Dam Project for one year. For a short period during 1965,
John left the Forest Service to work as a Tennessee State Forester in Madisonville, near Knoxville where
another “Tennessee boy” was born, son Steven Glenn. As John again felt the “pull” of the West and of the

U.S. Forest Service, he decided to return to the Colville and made Republic their home from 1965 to 1967,
where he was the Resource Forester responsible for recreation, fire, roads and trails.
John transferred to the Sioux Ranger District of the Custer National Forest at Camp Crook, South Dakota in
1967, where he served as a Forester and where their son David John was born in 1968. While at the remote
Camp Crook station, John joked that he only periodically kept in touch with the Forest Supervisors Office in
Billings, Montana, by having to use an unreliable crank telephone. He also took pride in completing the
mound of paperwork needed to get an AM radio installed in his Government vehicle to help pass the time
during his long trips back and forth to meetings in the Supervisors Office.
In 1972, John was promoted to the Forest Planning Team Leader position for the Custer National Forest and
was stationed in Dickinson, North Dakota. While serving on the Custer Forest, John continued his education
by completing the Northern Region’s Certified Silviculturist Program in 1973. John transferred to the Gallatin
Forest Supervisors Office in Bozeman, Montana in 1974 and spent one year as a forest planner.
From 1975 to 1981, John served as the Forest Resource Staff Officer on the Helena National Forest.
Helena was where John and Bobbie purchased a home which would play a role later in their career. This
six-year period would be their longest time spent at one place until Sitka, Alaska, in 1988.
John transferred north to the Chugach National Forest in Anchorage, Alaska, where he was the Forest
Planning Staff Officer from 1981 to 1984. He then returned south as the District Ranger on his old Sullivan
Lake Ranger District of the Colville National Forest for one year. Then John promoted to the Forest Planning
Team Leader on the Willamette National Forest in Eugene, Oregon, where he served until 1988.
In 1988, John became the Forest Planning Staff Officer on the Chatham Area of the Tongass National Forest
in Sitka, Alaska. While in that position, John played a key role as the Lead Planning Staff Officer for the
three Areas of the Tongass as the massive, highly controversial, Tongass Forest Plan, covering 17.5 million
acres, was being revised.
John retired from the Forest Service his first time in 1993. He and Bobbie had kept that first home they
purchased in Helena, Montana, way back in 1975. They sold their home in Sitka and moved back to Helena.
After less than a year in retirement and with their home back in top shape, John looked around and
wondered, “What am I going to do now?” Ironically, it turned out the Forest Supervisor on the Chatham Area
of the Tongass was still holding John’s old Planning Officer position open. John called and asked if there
was any way he could “re-up”? With some very creative personnel work, the Forest Supervisor was able to
reinstate John as the Forest Planning Staff Officer where he served with distinction until his second and final
retirement on May 3, 2003.
After retirement, John and Bobbie remained in Sitka where John remained active in community work, serving
for 5 years as a City/Borough Assembly member, Chamber of Commerce board member, and Presbyterian
Church elder; as well as a member of the Rotary Club and American Legion. Even after his retirement, John
also enjoyed dressing in period uniform to play the part of Gifford Pinchot in parades and other public events.
Throughout his career, John was an active member of the Society of American Foresters. He became a
member in 1960 and served as Secretary/Treasurer of the Cook Inlet Chapter in Anchorage, AK in 1983;
Chair of Sitka, AK chapter in 1992; SAF Leadership Academy attendee in 1997; House of Society Delegates
in 1997 and 1998; State Chair of Alaska in 1998; and served as a delegate to state and national
conventions many times. John was recognized as a SAF fellow in 2001 and was presented his SAF Golden
Membership certificate in Sitka in 2013 by retired Alaska Regional Forester, John Sandor.
John was an active member of the Forest Service Retirees Association, the National Museum of Forest
Service History, the National Fire Lookout Association and the National Eagle Scout Association.
John passed away peacefully at his home in Sitka, Alaska on May 26, 2013. He was buried in the Caledonia
Presbyterian Cemetery in his home town of Knoxville, Tennessee. He requested that he be buried facing to
the west, where he spent his outstanding Forest Service career, where he fought the good fight, finished the
race well, made a positive difference in natural resource management, and kept the faith. John will be fondly
remembered by his family, friends, and colleagues.

Ruth Shields
1925-2014

Forest Service Employee Spouse

Biography
Ruth Jeanette Ginter Shields died July 30, 2014. The oldest of three girls, Ruth
was born May 1, 1925, in Custer, South Dakota, to Paul L. Ginter and Cora M.
(Baske) Ginter. Her father worked for the U.S. Forest Service. The family
moved to Colorado in 1929 and was stationed in Monte Vista, Pueblo, and Fort
Collins.
Ruth attended Colorado A & M in Fort Collins and was the third female to
graduate with a B.S. degree from the forestry department after being
discouraged from pursuing a degree in chemistry. Ruth wanted to work as a
pilot ferrying planes during WWII or as a fire tower lookout spotter near Walden,
Colorado. Her parents denied her requests. She worked for the college
agronomy farm for four years helping with wheat, barley, and corn genetic
research. Ruth also worked for the Girl Scouts as a camp counselor and
director at Flying G Ranch near Byers, Colorado and was known as Ginger to
her Girl Scout friends. She was excited to have canoed in the Boundary Waters
with these friends. She also worked as a ranch hand driving cattle and mending fences, and on a hay crew.
She was especially proud to have run a stacker and dump rake and to have finished a green broke horse.
Ruth met Chester A. Shields, also a forestry student from Durango, through the college rifle club. Following a
romance of duck hunting and other outdoor activities, they were married November 21, 1948. They moved to
Happy Jack, Arizona, where Chet began his thirty-one year career with the Forest Service. They were later
stationed at ranger stations in Mountainair, Taos, and Penasco, New Mexico, where their two sons Patrick
and Paul were born. After spending a year in Boston, where Chester earned a master's degree in public
administration from Harvard, the family moved to Durango. They purchased a brand-new home on Rio Vista
Circle. Daughter, Diane, was born shortly after moving to the Denver area in 1959. Ruth volunteered with the
Girl Scouts and the Campfire Boys and Girls Club at this time.
The family moved to Springfield, Virginia, in 1963 when Chester was transferred to the Forest Service
National Headquarters in Washington DC. Ruth was a den mother for her sons' Cub Scout packs and helped
coach their Little League baseball teams. She was a soccer coach for the fledgling Annandale Boy's Club.
Ruth later petitioned this organization to start a girls soccer program in 1967 and was one of the first
coaches. In 1974, she was one of the first coaches with the Washington Area Girls Soccer League, a league
that today numbers over 650 teams. She coached her daughter's soccer team for a tour of West Germany in
1977, the first US girls team to play in that country.
Ruth was an Outdoor Leader Trainer for the Girl Scouts teaching classes in basic camping, backpacking,
and winter camping skills and led Girl Scout backpacking trips into wilderness areas near Estes Park,
Colorado and on the Appalachian Trail in Virginia. Ruth was active with Volunteer in the Parks, a program for

schools in Fairfax County, Virginia, adopting parks to establish nature trails. Ruth was also an instructor for
the American Red Cross teaching first aid and water safety classes.
Ruth taught a class on useful and edible wild plants class for the USDA Graduate School in Washington DC
for several years. Ruth also taught classes in campfire cooking and orienteering for the National Wildlife
Federation Conservation Summits in New York, North Carolina and Colorado.
The Shields family retired to Durango in 1978. Ruth and Chet reunited with their love of competitive rifle,
silhouette and cowboy shooting at the Durango Gun Club. She went by the name of Ruthless and was an
inspiration to the younger shooters. They belonged to the San Juan Basin Archaeology Club and volunteered
on digs and site survey crews for the BLM and Forest Service. Ruth played on numerous flag football,
soccer, volleyball, basketball and softball teams. She was still vying for pitcher or first baseman positions at
the age of 72. She also had a surprisingly accurate underhand chest basketball shot. Ruth volunteered at the
Durango Arts Center to help set up art exhibits. She was quite convincing in her portrayal of Olga Little as
part of the AAUW Women of the San Juan presentation.
Ruth possessed a season pass at Purgatory Ski Area for many years, but limited herself to Nordic skiing the
past few years. She enjoyed fly fishing and tying her own flies. She also kept a beehive for many years.
After the death of her husband from Parkinson's in 2000, Ruth continued being active with Elderhostel
adventures-sailing and crewing on a tall ship in the Puget Sound, silversmithing, woodwork carving, Native
American pottery and watercolor painting classes in New Mexico, house boating on Lake Powell and
canoeing on the Green River in Utah. She joined Gudy Gaskill on a hiking adventure with the Colorado
Mountain Club in Norway. Ruth was proud to watch and cheer her granddaughters, Megan and Caitlin at
their Nordic ski races and to watch granddaughter Alison play soccer for Colorado Christian University.
Ever the scientist, Ruth kept a daily weather record for the past 36 years. Ruth enjoyed debating topics with
a longtime Durango Discussion Group and with the Great Ideas group at the Durango library. In May she
enjoyed a reunion with a Forest Service Retirees group in Quemado, New Mexico with her daughter.
Although she didn't bring her fishing pole this year, she was proud to be camping in her tent and first one up
for campfire coffee. She thought that next year at 90 years old, she would treat herself to a new cot.
Ruth lived her entire life with a dog by her side. She was excited about her first pound hound, Gypsy,
adopted from the Humane Society last October. Ruth could be seen being led by Gypsy for their daily twomile walk wearing one of her many baseball caps with a feather tucked in the side.
Ruth is survived by her two sons, Patrick of Canon City, Paul of Durango, her daughter Diane Cassidy and
her husband Colin of Durango; three granddaughters, Alison Shields McCoy and her husband Seth of
Wheatridge, Megan Fretz and her husband Caley of Boulder, and Caitlin Cassidy of San Francisco. She is
also survived by two sisters; Eileen Lorraine Holden of Fair Oaks, California and Fay March of Grand Rapids,
Michigan along with several cousins, nieces and nephews.

Edwin Ralph Sievers
1901-1999

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

1920 -

Clark Fork, ID

Seasonal

1933 - 1961

Region 3 Albuquerque, NM
Northern Region (R-1) Missoula, MT

Engineer
Chief of Surveys and Maps

Biography
Mr. Sievers began working for the Forest Service in 1920 near Clark Fork, Idaho as a summer employee.
He had a long full-time career, which began in 1933 as an engineer in Region 3 out of Albuquerque, NM. In
1947 he transferred to Region 1 as Chief of Surveys and Maps. He retired in 1961.

Ferdinand A. Silcox

1882-1939

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1904
1905 - 1906
1907 - 1911
1911 - 1917
1919 - 1933
1933 - 1939

Location
Private ? West Virginia & Kentucky
USFS, Colorado, New Mexico and
Montana
Cabinet NF, Thompson Falls, MT
Northern District (Region 1) Missoula, MT
Private Employment
Washington, D.C.

Position(s)
Timber Cruiser
Technical Assistant
Acting Forest Supervisor
District (now Regional) Forester
Printing Industry
Chief U.S. Forest Service

Biography
Ferdinand Augustus Silcox was born on Christmas Day 1882 in Columbus, GA. He grew up at his boyhood
home at Charleston, SC. As a young man he attended Yale University Forestry School.
His first forestry experience was in 1904, when he worked as a timber cruiser (one who measures standing
timber) in West Virginia and Kentucky. He then went on to become a Technical Assistant 1905-06 in
Colorado for the newly formed USDA Forest Service. After a short assignment in New Mexico he moved to
other Forest Service work in Idaho and Montana. In 1907, he was the Acting Forest Supervisor on the
Cabinet National Forest at Thompson Falls, MT.
Recognizing the important role of both professional forestry and a professional forestry organization, Silcox
became a member of the Society of American Foresters at Missoula, MT in June 1907.
Silcox continued his FS employment and from 1911 to 1917 he served as the Northern District (now
Regional) Forester in Missoula. He resigned from the FS to enter private employment in the printing industry
from 1919 to 1933.
In the Great Depression year of 1933 Silcox became the fifth Chief of the Forest Service in Washington, DC.
During his six years as Chief he oversaw the FS role in many important national programs, including the
outstandingly successful Civilian Conservation Corps, which provided employment and education to more
than 3 million young American men. Another great accomplishment during this time was the FS role in
salvaging much of the enormous volume of timber blown down during the 1938 New England hurricane.
Yet another major accomplishment was the FS leadership role in establishing the tree/shrub shelterbelt
program in wide belts ranging from North Dakota to Texas.
This major planting effort was intended to reduce crop damage and soil erosion from winds that together with
drought had produced the "dust bowl" in the Great Plains. Over the duration of the shelterbelt program
(1934-42) over 200 million trees and shrubs were planted in belts up to 100 miles wide on more than 30,000
farms - a total length of 18,600 miles if measured end to end. Other accomplishments included range use
studies were completed and watersheds surveyed for flood control. In 1938, the first experimental use of
smokejumpers on the Chelan (Okanogan) National Forest occurred.

In these and many other activities, Silcox provided the leadership that enabled the Forest Service to become
internationally known as a real can-do outfit. The Society of American Foresters is also proud to claim Silcox
as one of its early members.
Silcox died at his home in Alexandria, VA on Dec. 20, 1939.
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Tony Skufca
1926 – 2003

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1958 - 1960
1960 - 1963
1964 - 1965

1978 - 1984

Location
Elk Mountain District, Newcastle, WY
Black Hills NF, Custer SD
Fire Management Region 2, Denver, CO
San Isabel NF, CO
Recreation Management Washington Office
Recreation Management Region 6, Portland,
OR

Position(s)
Fire & Recreation
Operations
Deputy Director
Forest Supervisor
Deputy Director
Director

Biography
Mr. Skufca was born in Aspen Colorado. He received a bachelor's degree
from Colorado State. He served in the US Navy during World War II. He
was married in 1948 to Elaine Cook.

Robert A. “Bob” Smart
1942-2021

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date (s)

Location

Position

1960-1963

Region 1 Forests

Summer hire

1963

Region 1, Kootenai National Forest

Permanent hire

1964-1966

U.S. Army, Ft Benning, GA

Airborne

1967-1970

Region 5, Eldorado NF, Cosumnes RD

Timber Mgmt Asst.

1970- 1975

Region 5, Cleveland NF, Trabuco RD

Resource Officer

1975-1977

Region 5, Klamath NF, Salmon River RD

District Ranger

1977-1999

Region 5, Eldorado NF, Placerville RD

District Ranger

Biography

.
Bob was born in Keene N.H. and grew up on Ranger Stations in
Montana and Idaho, as his father was a District Ranger and Forest
Supervisor in Region 1. After High School, Bob earned a degree in
Forestry at the University of Idaho. After his two-year tour in the
Army, at Ft. Benning GA, Bob requested a transfer to California, from
Region 1, as his father was Forest Supervisor on the Colville National
Forest. He was assigned to the Eldorado National Forest, where he
began his 32-year career in California, serving later on the Cleveland
and Klamath National Forests before returning to the Eldorado
National Forest, where he retired in 1999. During this tour, Bob was
an Incident Commander, heading up his own national Incident
Management Team.

Allen W. Smith
1936-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1961-1962
1962-1964
1964-1967
1967-1969
1969-1971
1971-1980

Location
R-5, Six Rivers National Forest
Shasta Trinity National Forest
WO - Administrative Services
R-4 RO, Ogden Utah
R-3 RO, Albuquerque, NM
WO-Washington DC

Position(s)
Administration - Trainee
Administrative Assistant
Supervisory Contract Specialist
Procurement Officer
Office Services Manager
Director, Administrative Services

Biography
Allen W. Smith was a proud 36-year veteran of the US Forest Service.
He started his career as a summer employee working in Idaho,
Washington and Oregon. After growing up in Milwaukee and
graduating from the University of Wisconsin he joined the Forest
Service in business management. Allen served in Washington D.C.
where among his first assignments was the Smokey Bear CO! After
two years Allen went to Region 4 as Supervisory Procurement Officer
for the next two year. Allen was then promoted to the R-3 Regional
office in Albuquerque as the Directory of Administrative Services
where he served under Regional Foresters Bill Hurst and Jean Hassel.
He developed strong people-skills and a reputation for mentoring a
wide, diverse group of people.
In 1980 Allen was selected as the National Director for Administrative Services and became mentor-in-chief
for those individuals pursuing careers in procurement management. He was a visionary who was passionate
about his career field.
Allen and his wife, Nancy, moved to the Upper Valley 15 years ago where they opened and operated the
Shaker Hill Bed and Breakfast. He was an active antique toy collector with a particular interest in WWII-era
games and toy soldiers. He coached boys basketball for over 30 years, and for over 10 years he has
volunteered at the NH Attorney General's Office, Consumer Protection Bureau. Allen was an avid Green
Bay Packer fan reflecting his Wisconsin roots. He was a strong, quite man with a sense of humor; He was a
good friend and father and will be missed.

Douglas G. Smith
1939 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1958 – 1966
- 1966
1966 – 1967
1967 – 1971
1971 – 1975
1975 – 1980
1980 – 1986
1986 – 1992

Location
Big Springs and Chalender Districts Kiabab NF
Catalina District
Coronado NF
Kiowa National Grasslands
Cuba District, Santa Fe NF
Regional Office, Region 3, Albuquerque
Apache-Sitgreaves NF
Modoc NF

Position(s)

Forest Supervisor

Biography
Doug Smith began his Forest Service career and retired in 1992 as Forest Supervisor of the Modoc
national Forest in California.

Edwin F. Smith

1890-1973

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1909
1920-1950

Location
Tahoe NF (NV)
El Dorado NF(CA)

Position(s)
Guard
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Edwin F. Smith occupied a very responsible position as
supervisor of the El Dorado national forest, a position to which
he was promoted after years of faithful and efficient service as
forest guard.
th

Born at Ione, Amador County, California, on the 9 of March,
1890, he is a son of Alfred E. and Martha W. (Perkins) Smith,
both of whom were natives of the state. The maternal
grandfather, John Dabney Perkins, was an early settler of
California, as were also the paternal ancestors, who came
from the state of Virginia.
Edwin F. Smith attended the public schools of his home
county, after which he took a course in Heald’s Business
College in Sacramento. In 1908 he entered the United States forest service as a guard, and was assigned to
the Tahoe national forest, where he was stationed until 1911, when he was sent to the Lassen national
forest. He remained there until June, 1917, when he enlisted in the Tenth Engineering Corps.
In October, 1917, he was sent to Europe, disembarking at Glasgow, Scotland, his contingent being a part of
the first twenty-five thousand troops to be sent to France. He served continuously with the Tenth
Engineering Corps until March, 1919, when he was honorably discharged. He at once resumed his work in
the Tahoe national forest, where he was stationed until February, 1920, when he was promoted to
the supervisorship of the El Dorado national forest, with headquarters at Placerville. That he rendered
efficient service was a matter of common comment and he was regarded as one of the best men in the forest
service.
Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss Lila E. Oliver, of Truckee, who was also is a member of an old
family. Her father, Harry E. Oliver, was yardmaster for the South Pacific Railroad at Truckee. Mr. and Mrs.
Smith were the parents of two children, Barbara and Lyle. Mr. Smith and his family belonged to the
Methodist Episcopal Church. His hobby was the forests and mountains. He was a very capable man and
well merits the high place which he holds in public regard.

Glenn Smith
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Glenn Smith is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

H. Garvin Smith
1885 - 1961

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1917 - 1919
1919 - 1920
1920 - 1933
1933 - 1943
1943

Location
Mayhill District, Lincoln NF, Mayhill, NM
OBarO District, Cibola NF, Datil, NM
Magdalena District, Cibola NF, Magdalena, NM
Coronado NF, Tucson, AZ
Retired on the Coronado NF, AZ

Position(s)
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Assistant Forest Supervisor
Acting Forest Supervisor

Biography

In 1917, Garvin Smith, while serving as a hunter and
trapper for the U.S. Biological Survey in northern Arizona
responded to a yellow Forest Service recruiting poster.
After passing the Ranger Exam he was assigned to the
Mayhill RD, Lincoln NF. He moved his wife, Ola, and
young son Zane in a wagon to the Station in Mayhill,
NM. During the summer months the family lived at
Cloudcroft.
In 1919 he was reassigned to the OBarO RD, Cibola NF
and stationed 90 miles from the nearest town. Young
H. Garvin Smith Instructing Fire Guards on
Zane was home schooled. In 1920 Garvin was made
Packing, High Rolls, NM, Circa 1924
Ranger of the Madglena RD of the Cibola until
reassigned as Assistant Forest Supervisor of the
Coronado NF in Tucson, AZ. His specialties were range management and fire. During this time, he was a
strong advocate for, the use of fire in the stewardship of the Forest. The Regional Forester in Albuquerque
cautioned Garvin that until he got that silly notion out of his head, he would never make Forest Supervisor,
hence, retiring as Acting Supervisor.
Garvin, with the rest of his Forest Service generation, served during a time of protection and custodial
management of the National Forests. His emphasis on stewardship and true partnership with forest users,
such as the livestock industry, earned him enormous respect both in and outside the Service. Much more of
his career was spent on horseback rather than in the office or a motor vehicle.

Jacob Samuel (Jake) Smith, Jr.
1911 - 1984

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
1926 - 1930

Location
South Umpqua District, Umpqua NF, OR

1930 - 1945
1945 -

South Umpqua District, Umpqua NF, OR
Private Fire Protective Assoc.

Position(s)
Trail Construction, Lookout
Fireman, Crew Foreman
Assistant Ranger
Fire Warden

Biography
Mr. Smith born in Oklahoma and was a natural woodsman. He started trapping when he was about six years
old and had 25 miles of trap line when he was in high school. Brothers William C Smith and John B. Smith
also went into forestry work.
He started working in trail construction for the Forest Service in the spring of 1926 on the South Umpqua
District, Umpqua NF, Tiller Oregon. He was lookout fireman on Butler Butte in 1928. Getting to the lookout
was 28-miles by trail. Once he pulled a toboggan of supplies for the aircraft warning service people in deep
winter snows during World War II. A plaque was placed at Butler Butte with Jake's name.
In 1929 he was a foreman of a 20-man construction crew. His crew constructed the 35-mile Jackson Creek
Trail from the South Umpqua River to Rouge divide. His next assignment was as Assistant Ranger on the
South Umpqua District. District Rangers came and went, but to the South Umpqua residents, Jake was the
Forest Service. He retired from the Forest Service in 1945 and served as a District Warden for the Eastern
Lane Forest Protective Association. This was probably the most valuable tract of private forestland in the
United States.

John B. (Jack) Smith

1913 -2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1930 - 1943

1951 - 1957

Location
All four Ranger Districts of the Umpqua National
Forest with headquarters at Roseburg, OR.
Fremont National Forest, Bly and Lakeview OR
Wallowa National Forest, Supervisor's Office,
Enterprise, OR
Willamette National Forest, Eugene, OR

1957 - 1958
1958 - 1961
1961 - 1964
1964 - 1967

Regional Office, Region 6, Portland, OR
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest, Baker, OR
Chief's Office, Washington DC
Alaska Region (10), Juneau, AK

1967 - 1970

Rocky Mountain Region (2), Denver, CO

1943 - 1948
1948 - 1951

Position(s)
Laborer, Fireman, Packer, Forester
Assistant Ranger and Ranger
Forest Staff Officer for Fire and Natural
Resources
Forest Staff Officer for Fire and
Recreation
Assistant Chief of Fire Control
Forest Supervisor
Assistant Director Fire Control
Assistant Regional Forester,
Resources Management
Assistant Regional Forester, Fire, Air
Operations and Law Enforcement

Biography
John B. (Jack) Smith started his Forest Service career as a laborer and
firefighter on the South Umpqua District, Umpqua National Forest, in 1930.
He had various titles such as trail construction foreman, fireman, packer,
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) foreman etc. He served on all fourranger districts of the Umpqua National Forest during that period. After
receiving a Bachelor of Sciences in Forest Management at Oregon State
University in 1939, he received his assignment as a Junior Forester. After
several assignments in timber management on the Umpqua National Forest
from 1939 – 1943, he was transferred to the Bly Ranger district, Fremont
National Forest, as Assistant Ranger. In 1946 he was transferred and
promoted to District Ranger, Drews Valley Ranger District, Lakeview, OR,
Fremont National Forest.
In 1948 he was transferred to the Wallowa National Forest, Enterprise, OR,
as Fire and Timber Staff Officer. In 1951 he moved to the Willamette
National Forest at Eugene, OR as Fire and Recreation Staff Officer. In 1957
he transferred to the regional office in Portland, OR to be assistant Chief of
Fire Control for Region 6. In 1958, he was transferred to the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest, Baker, OR,
as Forest Supervisor. In 1961, Jack was transferred to the Chief’s office in Washington, D.C. as Assistant
Director of Fire Control. In 1964 at the time of the big earthquake in Alaska, he was transferred to the Alaska
Region in Juneau, AK as Assistant Regional Forester for Resource Management. In 1967 Jack was
transferred to the position of Assistant Regional Forester for Fire, Air Operations, and Law Enforcement for
the Rocky Mountain Region in Denver, CO. He Retired in 1970.
2003 Photograph

Since retirement from the Forest Service, Jack has been active in private tree farm management in NW
Oregon. He has been active in several chapters of the Oregon Small Woodlands Association. He has
managed several small, family tree operations. In 1993 he was named Tree Farmer of the year for Columbia
County. In 2003 he was selected as Tree Farmer of the Year for Yamhill County.

Lyle F Smith
1922 - 1997

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Snow Basin
Bridgeport District, Toiyabe NF, NV
Carson District, Toiyabe NF, NV,
Alpine District
Uinta NF,UT

Position(s)
Snow Ranger
Ranger
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger

Biography
Mr. Smith was active in establishing the Hoover Wilderness area in the
alter 1960s. He worked in recreation and lands on the Uinta NF. He
also worked in fire suppression.

William Cyrus (Dub) Smith
1908 - 1933

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
1926 - 1933

Location
South Umpqua District, Umpqua NF, OR

Position(s)
Technician

Biography
Mr. Smith born in Oklahoma. Brothers Jacob Samuel (Jake) Smith, Jr. and John B Smith also went into
forestry work. He got along well with people and did and excellent job representing the Forest Service.
He started working in trail construction for the Forest Service in the spring of 1926 on the South Umpqua
District, Umpqua NF, Tiller Oregon. Next year he was a trail foreman on a 4-man crew and a fireman when
needed. For the next six years Dub became an assistant to the Ranger. Smith Ridge, the high ridge
between Dumont Creek and Straight Creek is named in his honor. Dub was one of the pioneers in
development of the South Umpqua District. His accidental death was not work related.

Zane G. Smith Jr.
1933 -

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1951 - 1952
1952 - 1955
1955
1955 - 1958
1958 - 1960
1960
1961
1961 - 1965
1965 - 1966
1966 - 1967
1967
1967 - 1968
1968
1968 - 1970
1970 - 1974
1974 - 1974
1978 - 1988
1988 - 1988

Location
Heber RD, Sitgraves NF, Overggard, NM
Wallace RD, Coeur de Alene, NF, Wallace, ID
Union Cr. RD, Rogue River NF, Union Cr., OR
B-25 Pilot
Butte Falls RD, Rogue River NF, OR
Malheur NF, John Day, OR
Klamath RD, Winema NF, Klamath Falls, OR
Conconully RD, Okanogan NF, Okanogan, WA
Cispus JCCC, Gifford Pinchot NF, Randle, WA
Job Corps Staff, Chief s Office, Washington, D.C
Vice President's Office, Washington, D.C.
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY
Sierra NF, Fresno, CA
Sierra NF, Fresno, CA
Willamette NF, Eugene, OR
Recreation/Wilderness Staff, WO, Wash., D.C.
Pacific Southwest Region, San Francisco, CA
Chief s Office, Washington, D.C.

Position(s)
TSI Crew
Timber Crew
Forester
B-25 Pilot
Forester
Timber Staff Assistant
Assistant District. Ranger
District Ranger.
Center Director
Staff Assistant
Detail
Grad. Student
Deputy. Forest Supervisor.
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Director
Regional Forester
Recreation Strategy

Biography
A third-generation career Forest Service career officer, Zane G. Smith, Jr.
served 34 years in three Regions and the Chief s Office at every level in the
National Forest System. Following graduation from the University of
Montana, he and his wife, Betty, moved to the Pacific Northwest Region
where he served in a variety of field positions, through District Ranger and
Job Corps Center Director. While in the Chief's Office, the first time, serving
on the Job Corps staff, he was selected as a National Institute of Public
Affairs Fellow and they spent a year at Cornell University, along with their
children, Tim and Kelley.
In 1968 he was assigned Deputy Forest Supervisor of the Sierra and then
Supervisor. During this time, the Sierra became a leader in environmental
reform and human development programs. This led to promotion to
Supervisor of the Willamette NF during a period of I billion Board Feet timber
programs. Amid considerable controversy, he led the Forest to a stable and
sustainable timber management program. Those same skills resulted in
promotion to Director of Recreation and Wilderness Management in the WO. There he led the second
Roadless Review process and interacted with the Congress in considerable Wilderness designations. He

completed his career in San Francisco as Regional Forester for California, Hawaii, and Micronesia.
Significant achievements were made in Civil Rights, sustainable timber programs and recreation
management. After retirement in 1988, he spent a decade applying Forest Service management principles
to the emerging free market entities of the former Soviet Union, working with their natural resource
organizations.

Zane G. Smith, Sr.

1909 - 1990

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1926 - 1928
1928 - 1932
1932 - 1936
1936 - 1939
1939 - 1943
1943 - 1945
1945 - 1951
1951 - 1956
1956 - 1958
1958 - 1968
1968

Location
Lincoln NF, Alamogordo, NM
Tijeras RD, Cibola NF, Tijeras, NM
SW Region (3), Albuquerque, NM
Drake RD, Prescott NF, Drake, AZ
Tijeras RD, Cibola NF, Tijeras, NM
US Army Engineers
SW Region (3), Albuquerque, NM
Lewis & Clark NF, Great Falls, NF
Chief s Office, Washington, D.C.
SW Region (3), Albuquerque, NM
Retired as Assistant Regional Forester R-3 Lands and
Recreation

Position(s)
Timber survey
Assistant District Ranger
Recreation Specialist
District Ranger
District Ranger
Sergeant
Lands Specialist
Forest Supervisor
Lands Staff
Asst. Reg. Forester

Biography
A second-generation Forest Service career officer, Zane Grey Smith, Sr. joined
the Service in 1926 after studying forestry at then Colorado A&M in Ft. Collins,
Colorado. He and his wife Elsie moved to the Lincoln NF headquartered in
Alamogordo, NM where he served on the Timber Survey team. Two years
later he was reassigned to the Tijeras RD, Cibola NF as Assistant Ranger.
In 1932 he transferred to the Regional Office in Albuquerque where he was
classified as Landscape Architect. During this time, Zane prepared the first
recreation development plans for Arizona's Oak Creek Canyon and Sabino
Canyon outside of Tucson. This led to promotion and appointment as District
Ranger of the Drake RD in Drake, AZ on the Prescott NF. He later was
reassigned as District Ranger at Tijeras, NM. Near urban Albuquerque,
recreation, winter sports, wood and Christmas tree sales were on top of an
intensive grazing workload. He prided himself in improving the grazing
resource, working closely with the permittees.
After World War II, he returned to Albuquerque with Elsie and young son, Zane
Jr., assigned to the Lands Staff. The highlight of his career was appointment
as Forest Supervisor of the Lewis & Clark NF at Great Falls, MT. Here he was
a leader in establishing a sustainable timber program and gained a reputation of developing out- standing
employees. Zane then transferred to the Chief's office and then to Albuquerque again as Assistant Regional
Forester for Recreation and Lands. He closed several significant land exchanges involving old Spanish Land
Grants. In 1968 he retired and took pride in his son and grandson's forestry careers.

Smokejumper Experiment
1939

1939 SMOKEJUMPER EXPERIMENT

From October 5 to November 15, 1939, the Forest Service conducted an experimental parachute
jumping project to determine under what conditions Forest Service trained firemen or smoke chasers
trained as parachute jumpers could safely land in inaccessible mountainous areas. Field tests of
parachutes and protective clothing were made to determine what equipment was necessary to land
safely in timber or other hazardous cover or terrain types, the purpose being to reduce the travel time
from the discovery of a forest fire to the arrival of the first person, in order that such fires may be
extinguished while small.
Sixteen people participated in the "1939 Smokejumper Experiment." Fifteen were employees of
the Forest Service and one a "supporter" of the experimental program. Following are brief
biographies of those sixteen, highlighting their role in the experiment as well as information about
their lives and careers with the Forest Service.
1938 Smokejumper Experiment Team Members
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Anderson, Walt
Burge, William Franklin
Davies, Thomas Albert
Derry, Chester (Chet)
Derry, Francis (Frank)
Derry, Virgil
Gill, Beach
Godwin, David

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Honey, Allen
King, Harold Currie
Lufkin, Francis
Mitchell, Joseph (Roy) Royal
Smith, Glenn
Tuttle, Richard
Tuttle, William (Harry) Harrison
Wernstedt, Lage

Nine of the sixteen
participants: (L to R)
Beach Gill
Al Davies
Glenn Smith
Chet Derry
Harold King
Walt Anderson
Dick Tuttle
David Godwin
Frank Derry

Smokejumper Experiment – Walter (Walt) Edwin Anderson
Walt Anderson
1939 USFS Photo

Walt was born May 1896 in Easton, Washington. He was the oldest often
children born to Andrew and Mary Anderson, immigrants from Finland. Walt
served in the U.S. Navy in WWI, completed a two-year college course in
business administration, and joined the Forest Service on the Wenatchee NF as
a casual firefighter by the mid-1920s. Walt was the Wenatchee NF,
Leavenworth District Ranger in 1928 and their Forest Fire Control Officer by
1931.

Walt was an avid snow skier, ski jumper, and supporter of the sport. When
he was a nine-year old boy living in Cle Elum, Washington he was the master
of his 11-foot skis. Walt was instrumental in organizing the first ski
tournament in 1928 at Leavenworth, Washington and "father of the ski-jump
slope" at their annual ski tournament. He was president of the Wenatchee Ski
Club when that group, along with the Wenatchee Chamber of Commerce, and
the Everett Chamber of Commerce purchased 120 acres at the summit of Stevens Pass, Washington. By
1937 the land was turned over to the Forest Service for the enjoyment of skiers.
In 1937, Walt transferred to the Chelan NF as the Forest Fire Control Officer where he conducted
annual Fire Guard training camps. They were week-long events, a general practice on all forests in the
western United States. About one hundred permanent and seasonal employees attended in June each
year. In addition to fire-finding, fire line building, and other firefighting practices, entertainment
features included ball games, log chopping, and crosscut sawing contests.
Walt was appointed as the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment Project Leader when Lage Wernstedt
became ill in early October 1939. When he was 43, Walt made the 57th of the 58 jumps made during
the experiment, the only parachute jump he made.
From 1940 to 1946, Walt had a substantial role in World War II activities as a civilian employee of the
Forest Service. In February 1943, Walt was named Okanogan County Director of the Forest Fire Fighters
Service (FFFS). This new Federal Civilian Defense Agency included oversight for forest protection against
forest fires that may be caused by enemy action, sabotage, or accidents. After the Pearl Harbor attack in
Honolulu, Hawaii, in December 1941, nearly every American was in fear that the enemy would attack
the mainland of the United States. This was fear was reinforced when Japanese submarines were
spotted off the west coast and German submarines off the east coast.
Walt continued as Chelan NF Fire Control Officer, in addition to his assignment as the FFFS Okanogan
County Director until March 1944 when he was reassigned as the Quilcene District Ranger on the
Olympic Peninsula of Washington. His Forest Service duties included civilian defense activities in
partnership with U.S. Coast Guard and other military units along the coast of the state of Washington.
Walt retired from the Forest Service by the end of 1946 and became a carpenter. Later in life, he
moved to Huson, Montana to live near his son, Hal who had a career working for the Forest Service as
a forest fuel scientist at the Northern Forest Fire Lab in Missoula, Montana.
Walt is attributed by the wildland firefighter industry for use of the occupational title "smokejumper."
In the 1939 Forest Service Experiment Report, the commonly used term for the parachutists was "timber
jumper." In a casual discussion among the project members toward the end of the experiment, Walt
suggested use of the title "smoke jumpers" since ground firefighters were called "smoke chasers." The
commonly accepted title at the present time is with one word, but it is still used as two words by those
not familiar with the preferred one-word title - smokejumpers.
Walt died in Missoula, Montana in 1990 at the age of 94 and is buried in Cle Elum, Washington.

Smokejumper Experiment – William Franklin (Frank) Burge
Frank was born November 1886 in Spokane, Washington. As a
youngster, Frank lived on a farm with his parents, Daniel and Ellen Burge
in Mount Hope, Spokane County, Washington. In 1910, he was the oldest
of their ten children and in 1920 he married Mary Anna Barber in
Penticton, British Columbia, Canada.
Frank was a long-time employee of the Chelan NF. In 1917, he was an
Assistant Forest Ranger and in 1921, District Ranger on the Eight Mile
Ranger District. In 1925, he was reassigned as the Winthrop District
Ranger and continued in that position for 21 years until his retirement
in 1946.

William (Frank) Burge
USFS Photo Circa 1940

With an intimate knowledge of the topography in the area surrounding
Winthrop, Frank was well suited to be field advisor for the 1939
Smokejumper Experiment since all jumps were on or near the Winthrop
Ranger District. Frank did not make a parachute jump.

Frank and Mary had two sons, William Franklin, Jr., and Robert William. Frank died December 1990 in
Spokane, Washington at the age of 104.

There is often confusion about use of names for the Okanogan and Chelan National Forests. In July
1908, the Chelan NF was established in the north central portion of the state of Washington,
separated from the Washington National Forest. The Chelan NF was named after the city of Chelan,
where its headquarters was in 1911. Three years later, the Chelan NF was divided with the eastern
portion named the Chelan and the western portion the Okanogan. In 1921, the two Forests were
combined to become the Chelan NF. Therefore, the Smokejumper Experiment was conducted on the
Chelan NF in 1939. In 1955, the Chelan NF was renamed the Okanogan NF and remains with that
designation today.

Smokejumper Experiment – Thomas Albert (Al) Davies
Al was born in Portland, Oregon in October 1910 and lived with his family
in Hood River, Oregon until attending Oregon State College in 1933. He
graduated in 1936 in Forestry and by 1939 was a Forestry Field Assistant
assigned to the Region Six Regional Office in Portland, Oregon.
Al was selected in the summer of 1939 to be on the aircraft crew for the
1939 Smokejumper Experiment in Winthrop, Washington. He made the 58th
and last parachute jump during the experiment at the Intercity Airport on
November 13. Al, along with the pilot, Harold King, authored the 86-page
"Parachute Jumping in Forest Fire Control - Report of Field Experiments - Fall
1939." It was published a month after his jump on December 12, 1939.
Al was assigned as the Smokejumper Project Leader at Winthrop,
Washington for the 1940 fire season, but not as a trained smokejumper. In
Al Davies with a bundled fire pack ready June, five firefighters were trained to be smokejumpers, four who
for a cargo parachute to be attached jumped on fires that summer on the Chelan NF. At the end of the fire
and dropped. 1939 USFS Photo
season, he and four smokejumpers critiqued their experiences with Al
documenting numerous recommendations for future operations of a Forest Service smokejumper
program.
Al married Katherine Louise Ward in September 1941 and he served in the U.S. Army as a Captain in
WWII from November 1942 to March 1946. Al was on military furlough from the Forest Service as were
many other Forest Service employees during WWII. There were approximately 1,350 U.S. Forest Service
employees on Military Leave and on the WWII "Honor Roll" in 1944.
After his military discharge in 1946, Al returned to a career in the Forest Service. He was a District
Ranger on the Bohemia Ranger District, Umpqua NF from 1948 to 1952 and District Ranger on the Lake
Wenatchee Ranger District, Wenatchee NF for the following two years. In 1954, Al was assigned to the
Timber Staff unit on the Willamette NF and by the time he retired in 1970, he was their Forest Timber
Staff Officer. During this period, the Willamette NF harvested amongst the largest volume of timber, if
not the largest volume, from any single National Forest in the Forest Service. His assignment on the
Willamette NF would have been very challenging and hectic for the last 16 years of his career. Al was
known as a quiet and unassuming man.
He died December 1976 of a heart attack at the age of 66 in the front yard of a fellow Willamette NF
Staff Officer and is buried in Eugene, Oregon.

Al Davies wearing a pilot’s
cap used for the first few
experimental jumps. The
cap was replaced with a
football helmet and wire
mesh face mask after an
injury to the face of one of
the jumpers in the early
jumps of the experiment.
1939 USFS Photo

Smokejumper Experiment – Chester (Chet) Edward Derry
Chet was born April 19, 1916, in Wenatchee, Washington and died
April 20, 1947, one day after turning 31 years of age. Chet was one of
the four professional parachute jumpers in the 1939 Smokejumper
Experiment, making at least a dozen jumps during the 42 days of the
experiment, the most for any of the jumpers. He was a smokejumper in
Missoula, Montana in 1940 and 1941.
In the summer of 1940, Chet assisted his brother, Frank in developing
a static line system for deploying the main parachute canopy. This
design was in lieu of the smokejumper needing to pull a ripcord to
Chet Derry
1939 USFS Photo

deploy their parachute. Frank and Chet believed this would reduce the anxiety first-time
parachutists experienced during the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment and for the trainees in 1940.
On December 28, 1940, Chet made two parachute jumps at Hale Field, Missoula, Montana using
the newly developed static line system in the presence of an official from the Civil Aeronautics
Administration. On his second jump, Chet released his reserve chute while the main parachute was
deployed to demonstrate the main parachute would still operate. Use of the static line system was
approved, and it has been used for smokejumper operations for over 80 years.
Chet was a smokejumper in 1940 and 1941 in Missoula, Montana, making three fire jumps.
However, Chet's personal obsession in life was wanting to be a pilot. In 1942, Chet completed a
Civilian Pilot Training course at Felts Field with the Wallace Air Service in Spokane, Washington. In
1943, he joined the U.S. Army Air Corps as a pilot in the Air Transport Command in China and
Burma flying the "Hump" (over the Himalayan Mountains). When he was discharged from the
military, he joined the Johnson Flying Service in Missoula, Montana as an instructor and pilot.
On Sunday, April 20, 1947, Chet, Frank Derry, Bob Johnson, and a few other pilots were sitting in
the Missoula, Montana Johnson Flying Service office at Hale Field. Two customers entered the
office asking for a charter trip to Hamilton, Montana, 50 miles away. Chet asked Bob for the short
trip. Bob got a phone call 30 minutes later from the Hamilton Airport Manager who said it was bad
- four dead in a mid-air collision over the north end of the field and Chet was one of the dead.
The Johnson Flying Service plane Chet was flying collided with another plane over the Hamilton
Airport about 660 feet above the ground. The other plane was piloted by Gordon Wetzsteon, age
30, a local rancher on his second solo flight as he was approaching the field for a landing. According
to witnesses, it appeared the two planes crashed head-on. Gordon was the only occupant of his
plane, but Chet had two passengers: Dr. E. L. Williams, a Missoula chiropractor, and Garland Reeves
of Kalispell. The accident occurred at 4:50 pm. The airport didn't have a tower and in the mid
1900's, it was common for small airplanes to fly without radios or if they had radios, to not use
them.
Chet is buried in the Missoula, Montana City Cemetery.

Smokejumper Experiment – Francis (Frank) Marion Derry
Frank was born July 1904 in Wenatchee, Washington. He graduated from
eighth grade in 1918 and from a business course at Wenatchee Business
College in 1921 at age 17. When Frank turned 18, he spent the summer of 1922
as a smoke chaser on the Wenatchee NF. For the next 10 years he worked in
Wenatchee in various lines of work, including in his parent's orchard business
and the Harris Sawmill. In 1933, his first personal business was buying, selling,
and hauling produce, but in his words, "went broke." Frank then moved to the
Los Angeles area working for the Northrop Aircraft, Consolidated Aircraft, and
Douglas Aircraft Companies.
Working for the aircraft companies, Frank earned a reputation for his
experimental work with parachutes. Frank obtained a parachute rigger's
license, airplane pilot license, and established a part-time parachute business
in sales and service of parachutes, parachute rigging instruction, and
parachute jumping. He worked part time for the Irving Parachute Company
and made stunt parachute jumps with Tex Rankin's Air Circus. He made over
300 parachute jumps, some as high as 5,000 feet. In January 1938, he used his
Frank Derry
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reserve parachute to save his life. Frank was a stunt parachute jumper in two 1942 movies, The Forest
Ranger and Wake Island.
In early 1939, Frank became the west coast distributor of Eagle Parachutes for Beech Gill, owner of the
Eagle Parachute Corporation. There is little doubt that Beech had in his mind that he would hire Frank as
his parachute technical expert when he bid on the Forest Service contract for the 1939 Smokejumper
Experiment. In his bid, Beech said that he would provide two professional parachute jumpers in addition
to parachutes and protective suits. The other person hired was Glenn Smith in whom Frank had
confidence to provide parachute jumping, rigging, and repair services.
Frank was injured two days into the experiment on October 7, 1939, and Glenn two days later. Frank
was unable to jump for two weeks and Glenn for the remainder of the experiment. As a result, Beech
hired Frank's two brothers Virgil and Chet, both experienced parachutists.
In June 1940, Frank was hired by the Forest Service to train five smoke chasers to be smokejumpers in
Winthrop, Washington and six more to be smokejumpers in Montana. After training, the five trained at
Winthrop remained there. While training the Montana crew at Seely Lake, several Army officers observed
his training program and in July, Frank and the Seeley Lake trainees were stationed at the remote Moose
Creek Ranger Station on the Bitterroot NF.
Due to his high level of expertise and the salary he requested, he was hired at the CAF-11 grade level,
the same grade level as Forest Supervisors on the largest national forests such as the Boise, Bitterroot,
Deschutes, and Angeles. Salary was $3,800 per month while the average annual income in the United
States was $1,386 in 1940.
Frank continued working for the Forest Service at Missoula from early spring and into the late fall
between 1940 and September 1946 when he resigned to "enter private business" in Big Fork, Montana.
This was after he had trained over 300 smokejumpers, about half who were Conscientious Objectors who
volunteered their services for smokejumping.
Frank developed the static line system for deployment of parachutes for smokejumpers in August 1940
with the assistance of his brother, Chet. Also in August, the U.S. military inquired about Frank's interest

Smokejumper Experiment – Francis (Frank) Marion Derry
and availability to train the newly formed U.S. Army Air Corps Infantry unit at Ft. Benning. However, that
potential opportunity came to an abrupt ending when on August 6, Frank broke his ankle in a training
exercise when he jumped off a 15-foot platform demonstrating exits from an airplane.
In 1942, Frank invented a "Derry slotted" parachute that he "dedicated to the free use of the people in
the territory of the United States." If we had been without Frank's parachuting technical expertise, causes
over 6,000 United States smokejumpers to wonder how the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment would have
ended and how the operational smokejumper program could have evolved to the extent it has, over 80
years later?

Frank had two children, Frank, Jr. and Frances Marion. Frank, Jr. was a smokejumper at Missoula in
1948 and 1949 and his three brothers, Virgil, Chet, and Bob were also smokejumpers.

Smokejumper Experiment – Virgil Derry
Virgil Derry
1939 USFS Photo

Virgil was born November 1908 in Chelan, Washington, grew up in
Wenatchee, Washington on his father's apple orchard, and completed one
year of high school. Virgil was a professional parachutist and a member of
the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment. He was a smokejumper for the 1940
fire season at Winthrop, Washington and made the second fire jump in
Region Six with George Honey on August 11, 1940, near the North 20-Mile
Lookout on the Winthrop Ranger District, Chelan NF. This was Virgil's only
season as a smokejumper and his only fire jump.
Virgil gained parachuting experience when he visited his brother, Frank in
Los Angeles in the mid 1930's. Frank taught Virgil how to make jumps, pack,
and repair parachutes. Upon returning to Wenatchee, Virgil got into jumping
when he bought an old parachute and made jumps at county fairs and
turkey shoots. The hat would be passed to spectators, and he'd get five
dollars plus a free plane ride.

Virgil was hired for $500 after Frank and Glenn Smith were injured and he made at least 10 jumps during
the experiment. At a Smokejumper Reunion in 1984, Virgil was interviewed providing many details about
his experiences and equipment modifications made during the experiment. They included a new twopiece jump suit, use of a football helmet with a face mask instead of a pilot's cap, and modifications in
the harness to permit the jumper to "let" himself to the ground from a tree landing.
In late 1943 or early 1944, Virgil went to Belfast, North Ireland with 350 other men from the Lockheed
Overseas Corporation to help prepare the Allies for the June 6 D-Day Invasion during World War II in
France. He instructed U.S. Army parachutists and riggers. With the D-Day mission accomplished and the
training of others to rig parachutes, Virgil and the other Lockheed employees returned to the United
States, in July 1944.
Virgil died January 1995 in Sun City, Arizona at the age of 86. Following are excerpts from an obituary
for Virgil written by a friend, Gerald R. Unger:
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

After the War, Virgil bought a motel in Spokane, Washington in 1949, sold it, and moved to San
Diego and bought another motel.
He worked at Hoover Dam for a short period of time and moved to Brownsville, Texas about
1955, buying a shrimp boat, then another shrimp boat, then another, and then two service
boats for the oil derricks in the Gulf. At one time he had a fleet of five ships and a motel in
Aransas Pass, Texas.
But disaster fell. In August 1970, hurricane Celia destroyed the motel and all the boats.
He sold out and moved to Hawaii. He started hang gliding at the age of 65 and flew the gliders
every year for 10 years. Reaching the age of 75, the authorities in Hawaii refused to allow him
to hang glide anymore at age 75 and he was highly insulted.
In 1991, he travelled with his wife Jeanne to California to visit stepson Harvey Langham and to
Sun City, Arizona to visit a cousin, Winnie. In two days, he decided to retire and bought a house
in Sun City.
Virgil hardly ever told a soul about his adventures, except a remark or two. This is only a sample
of the adventures told by his wife Jeanne after Virgil succumbed to a raging hemorrhage in a
hospital in January 1995.
It is true what someone once said that within every person's life is a book of supreme adventure.
Virgil was the ultimate example of that.

Beach Gill
1939 USFS Photo

Smokejumper Experiment – Beach Gill
Beach Gill was a collaborator to the Forest Service for the 1939
Smokejumper Experiment. His contributions to the Forest Service parachuting
experiment were significant. The results did not go unnoticed by the War
Department as the military prepared the following year for use of parachutes
in WWII. The experiment by the Forest Service and Beach's contribution
played an important role in the development and use of parachutes for the
military. That role as well as his role in the experiment is briefly presented in
this biography.
Beach was born October 1907 in Puerto Rico, living there for twelve years
before moving to New York. Between 1928 and 1938 he worked in the banking
industry in New York and England except for a couple years when he served in
the U.S. Navy Supply Corp.

By 1938, Beach owned a parachute manufacturing plant in New Brunswick,
New Jersey that he relocated to Lancaster, Pennsylvania in January 1939. He
incorporated it as the Eagle Parachute Corporation on April 5, 1939. The month before, on March 18, a
new steerable parachute made in Lancaster, Pennsylvania was demonstrated in a parachute jump at the
local airport. The main feature of the new parachute was the capability for it being steerable, patented
by Richard Hart and approved by the Civil Aeronautics Authority.
In July 1939, the Forest Service in Portland, Oregon sent letters to parachute manufacturers in the
United States asking for information about parachutes capable of parachuting firefighters to forest fires.
Beach Gill, owner of his less than year-old parachute company responded and went to Portland to
demonstrate his equipment. Beach said that he not only wanted to bid on the parachutes but would like
to assist in getting the operation started by furnishing experienced jumpers as well as parachutes.
The Forest Service prepared a request for bids, and Beach Gill was the successful bidder. A contract was
prepared for the Eagle Parachute Corporation to provide parachutes, protective clothing, parachute
riggers, jumpers, portable canvas table for packing parachutes, and repair materials. For the 1939
Smokejumper Experiment supervision of the experiment and aircraft were furnished by the Forest
Service. Beach hired Frank Derry and Glenn Smith as his parachute and equipment technicians for the
project.
It was fortuitous that a new steerable parachute was designed and patented the year before the
experiment. It vented a column of air from the front to the back of the canopy giving it a forward
propulsion giving the jumper the ability to turn the parachute when steering lines were pulled.
When the parachute was not being turned, it would propel itself forward or would allow descent
without self-propulsion, "at the pleasure of the jumper." In the words of Richard Hart, the inventor, the
parachute had almost complete maneuverability. The parachute also had an automatic spring-loaded
pilot chute. When the rip cord was pulled, the pilot chute inflated and quickly opened the substantially
non-fouling main parachute. Eagle parachutes were used in the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment and from
1940 to about 1945 in the Forest Service smokejumper program.
Beach was appointed collaborator for the experiment by U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary,
Henry Wallace when his company was awarded the contract to provide parachutes, equipment, and
technical help. His experience with "similar 'chutes used in fighting of forest fires" with the Forest Service
earned him an appointment as senior collaborator to the War Department in 1940. The first week of
August, Beach met with War Department personnel in Washington, D.C., sharing with them, his forest
firefighter parachute training and experimentation experience. By the last week of August, Beach shipped
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50 of his parachutes to the Army Air Corps' Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio. These silk parachutes were 30foot in diameter and described as being "training attached" because the jumper didn't pull a rip cord. The
parachute backpack was attached to a cable in the airplane, causing the parachute to open automatically
after the trooper jumped. It remains unknown, but perhaps Beach Gill and Frank Derry had been
corresponding about the development of a static line deployed parachute since Frank was developing a
static line deployed parachute the same month in Montana for use by smokejumpers.
In September 1940, Beach spent a week collaborating with War Department officials and four other
parachute manufacturing heads. The company presidents provided advisory duties as well as discussing
available plant capacity in relation to possible needs for the U.S. WWII preparedness program.
By the end of September 1940, in addition to providing parachutes to the Army, the Eagle Corporation
was awarded a contract to provide parachutes to the Navy. These were quick detachable parachutes
especially adapted for large patrol airplanes providing soldiers the ability to move freely in the airplane
without wearing the parachute but still able to quickly put on when needed. After Beach's meetings, he
told the local newspaper in Lancaster, Pennsylvania that the U.S. Army was going ahead with plans for a
special battalion of 500 parachute troops and that training bad already begun in Fort Benning.
With Beach Gill's appointment as senior collaborator, he used Richard Hart as his parachute technician
to design and alter parachutes to meet specific needs of the War Department. In May 1941, Hart applied
for a parachute patent that was granted the following year. He assigned rights for production of the
parachute to the Eagle Parachute Corporation stating that it was not the "offspring of mere theorizing."
In his patent description, Hart wrote that his parachute was circular, has been tested by the U.S. Army
Parachute Corps, is easily and quickly packed, and can withstand a great opening shock. It could be
deployed with a static line or by a rip cord with a pilot chute pulling the main parachute from its container.
The Eagle Parachute Corporation had a work force of 235 employees during the Corporation's peak
parachute production period during WWII. In August 1945, contracts for military parachutes ended and
the Eagle Parachute Corporation engaged in sub-contracting work for the fashion industry with a
workforce of 17 employees. In 1950, Eagle sold out to Valley Frocks and the business was formally
terminated in September 1951. In the late 1940's, Beach was President and General Manager of the Kent
Fabrics Corporation in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He died September 1987 in Bradenton, Florida.
During the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment, Beach Gill made a parachute jump on November 13, 1939.
His was the 56th of the 58 jumps during the experiment and the only known parachute jump by Beach
Gill.

Smokejumper Experiment – David (Dave) Parker Godwin
David Godwin
June 1940 USFS photo at Portland,
Oregon Airport with Forest Service
Stinson SR-10 Reliant Airplane.
Mt. St. Helens in the background, 40
years before the volcanic eruption of
1980.

Dave had an undeniable pursuit to get
firefighters to forest fires faster. His obituary
stated that he "fathered the smoke-jumping
operations in the late l 930's." Since 1940
there have been over 6,000 smokejumpers in
the United States.
Dave was born in Norfolk, Virginia in July
1887 and as a young boy, grew up in the
Washington, D.C. area. His father was Colonel
David Jeremiah Godwin (1829-1890) who
served in a Virginia Infantry Unit in the Civil
War, became a lawyer and judge, and died
three years after Dave was born. Dave's
formal education ended after graduation from Washington Technical High School in Washington, D.C.
After graduating from high school in 1905, Dave worked as a rodman, level-man, transit-man, and
construction engineer for the Erie Railroad. He became an engineer in charge of an engineering party and
made valuations of property for the New York, New Haven, and Hartford Railroad.
Three years after graduating from high school and gaining valuable experience, Dave ventured west
and began his Forest Service career as a "Guard" on May 19, 1908, on the Inyo National Forest in Bishop,
California. While assigned as a Guard, his primary duties were those of a Land Examiner travelling to
several of the national forests in California, examining and inspecting the work being done on national
forests. Forest Service managers readily recognized that his knowledge and talents were far greater than
those required of a Guard. As is often the situation, a federal employee is required to perform "other
duties as assigned." In January 1909, the Chief of Operation for District Five requested that he be assigned
as a Land Examiner. The request was denied because he was a temporary employee, so he continued
performing "other duties as assigned." In June 1909 he was promoted in title to the position of "Forest
Guard." As late as December 1909, Dave was still officially assigned as a Forest Guard, but his salary was
increased to $1,100 per year effective January 1, 1910, with a letter personally signed by Forest Service
Chief Gifford Pinchot. Dave was one of Forest Service Chief, Gifford Pinchot's several hundred "little GP's"
working in the far-flung national forests.
In early 1910, Dave passed the Forest Service Rangers' Examination and was appointed Assistant Forest
Ranger in May 1910 as a permanent employee. He was assigned to District Five headquarters in San
Francisco but continued to travel throughout California performing Land Examiner duties.
Dave was assigned Deputy Forest Supervisor on the California National Forest in October 1910 and
Forest Supervisor on the same forest, less than a year later at age 24. Headquarters for the California NF
was in Willows, California, present headquarters for the Mendocino NF. In June 1914, Dave was
reassigned to the California District Office in San Francisco as the Fire Control Planning Director for District
Five.
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While Dave was the California NF Forest Supervisor, and under the tutelage of District Forester Coert
duBois, fire control became Dave's primary interest. He developed the Godwin Fire Locator, an alidade
sighting device providing compass bearing direction of an identified fire from fire lookouts or other
temporary observation points. This comparatively basic device became the standard fire locator for
District Five in 1914. It was a forerunner of the Osborne Fire Finder, developed by William B. Osborne.
The Osborne Fire Finder was more sophisticated and became the standard fire finder for use in all lookout
towers beginning in 1915.
On July 13, 1917, Dave went on military leave from the Forest Service to enlist in WWI. He was
commissioned as a First Lieutenant, joining the 10th Regiment, Engineers (Forestry). After training for
two months at American University in Washington, D.C. he departed for France and soon became an
Adjutant Captain in the Second Battalion with over three companies of 650 men. The troops in the 10th
Regiment represented many of the timber communities throughout the United States with logging or
forestry experience. Many from the Forest Service were on military leave, like Godwin.
By the end of October 1917, the 10th Regiment was managing lumberjack operations and sawmills in
France producing timber for the War effort. The 20th Engineers (Forestry) joined the 10th later in the
year. The 10th and 20th Regiments were among the first American troops in France during the War.
Forest Service employees in these two battalions, included Chiefs Henry Graves (1910-1920) and William
Greely (1920-1928). By the end of the War, the 10th and 20th Engineer Regiments were falling timber
and hauling logs to 81 operating mills in France with 360 officers and 18,183 enlisted men.
While in the Army, Dave graduated from the Army General Staff College and Army School of the Line.
He departed Brest, France on July 1, 1919, arriving in New York 10 days later.
After WWI, Dave resigned from the Forest Service on February 25, 1920. This may have been because
of the freeze on Federal Government wages that was imposed in 1910 and continued until 1924. For
sixteen years, Dave lived in New York City working for three fabric and clothing manufacturing companies
serving as sales manager, factory manager, vice president, and corporate owner.
In July 1935, Dave was disillusioned with what he called the "dog-eat-dog" world of the fabric
manufacturing business and the toll that the Great Depression was taking on business. Dave wrote a sixpage handwritten letter to his old Forest Service friend from California, Roy Headley. Dave was inquiring
about the possibility of returning to work for the Forest Service.
Roy was now the Chief, Division of Operation which included fire control in the Washington Office. Dave
wrote that he had been reading and heard much about the Forest Service purchasing lands for
conservation and was impressed by this practice more than any governmental undertaking in many years.
(This was the Weeks Act of 1911.) Dave wrote that with his eleven years with the Forest Service, two
years in the 10th Engineers, and fifteen years in private industry administrative assignments, he could
"take hold as though it had been last month that I left the work" (of the Forest Service).
Roy Headley wrote a letter to Major Evan Kelley, their old friend in California and with whom Dave
worked with in France in the 10th Engineers Regiment. Kelley was now the Regional Forester, in Region
One and was interested in hiring Dave but responded saying he did not have the funds to hire Dave. So,
Roy hired Dave as his Assistant Chief, in charge of Fire Control and Improvements in Washington, D.C.
Dave was reinstated as a Senior Executive on September 21, 1935, at a salary of $4,600 per year and given
a seven-page memorandum from Roy Headley outlining his new duties.
Dave was immediately put in charge of the Fire Equipment Conference in Spokane, Washington, already
scheduled to be held in February 1936. A major outcome of that conference was approval by the Regional
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Fire Control Directors to finance a Forest Service-wide Aerial Fire Control Project that became operational
in California in the fall of 1936.
Another outcome of that conference was the establishment of a means for the Nation-wide
interchange of ideas and developments in fire control. Dave established and edited a Forest Service
publication still in use today -- "Fire Control Notes," a clearing house for sharing the creative efforts and
observations of firefighters in the Forest Service, State and Federal protective agencies, and other
interested organizations. Except for nearly a four-year wartime suspension from 1942 to 1946, this
publication has been produced on a quarterly basis by the Forest Service to the present time. In the 1970s,
the name changed to Fire Management Notes reflecting changes in wildland fire management policy. In
2000, the name changed again to Fire Management Today, the present title.
In August 1937, fifteen firefighters died on the Blackwater Fire in Wyoming. Dave was the lead
investigator and although he concluded that Forest Officers were not negligent in their duties, he believed
a quicker response time in attacking the fire could very well have saved lives. This investigation intensified
Dave's advocacy for rapid initial attack on fires to not only control fires when small, but to also make
firefighting safer. He was consistently trying to find shorter response times for initial attack on fires.
In June 1939, the Forest Service airplane and pilot from the Aerial Fire Control Project in California were
transferred to Portland, Oregon where aerial bombing tests continued. In early July, Godwin was in
Portland when Harold King, Pilot; Jack Campbell, Regional Fire Control Officer; Al Davies, Forester; and
Melvin Merritt, Assistant Regional Forester for Operations reported that the aerial bombing tests like
those that had been conducted in California for the previous three years were also failing in Oregon.
Suggestions were made that if the airplane could drop men to a fire after it started, perhaps it could then
serve its most useful purpose. The proposal for using parachutes for transporting firefighters to fires was
not new. Region Four in Utah had made such suggestions in 1934 and 1935. Also, members of Region Six
had discussed it for several years and news stories reported that Russia and other countries had used
parachutes as a common practice for transportation of personnel from airplanes to the ground.
Dave was present for the first 30-days of the 45-day Smokejumper Experiment in the fall of 1939,
observing the experiment and taking many of the Forest Service photos. In addition to still photographs,
movies were taken from the jump plane, an adjacent airplane, and from the ground.
After receiving the Smokejumping Experimental Report by New Year's Day 1939, Dave immediately
wrote a news article that was later published in the April 1940 Aero Digest Magazine. He began with a
statement that a "study of time records of forest fires always reemphasized the inescapable truth that
travel-time is a paramount factor in determining the size of a burned area - if only one man had been
there early." Since 1919, aircraft had been used to deliver fire information, supplies, firefighters, and fire
control overhead for large fires. Seventy six landing airfields had been opened in remote areas. But
Dave's main question at the time was "what can be done to land firefighters without landing the
airplanes" near fires? He argued about the possibility of parachute jumping of trained firefighters near
small fires in back country and thus "catch 'em early."
Dave continued in his April 1940 Aero Digest Magazine article saying that professional parachute stunt
jumping has been confined mostly to airports. The Russian and Germany armies have made mass jumps
of armed men, but always in flat or rolling country. There had been no premeditated parachute jumps
over rough and timbered back country like that of the western national forests. Dave wrote at length
describing the equipment used, the training of the jumpers, and the success of the Experiment. Dave
concluded saying that "hopes are high that this new practice may develop into a useable means of
reducing that all-too-bulky period of travel time."
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Even though Dave was instrumental in supporting firefighters deployed rapidly to fires via a parachute,
he never gave up on the possibility that there may be other means for delivering them rapidly to a fire.
On August 4, 1943, he was invited by the Army Airborne Command to visit the Laurinburg-Maxten Army
Air Base in North Carolina. The base had been activated the previous year as a glider training base for
training glider pilots for WWII. Dave wrote a 4-page, Forest Service confidential memorandum about his
visitation. He said the Air Base had hundreds of CG-4A Glider aircraft capable of carrying 15 troops plus a
pilot and co-pilot. A report of his experience included the following information:
My experience in riding in one of the gliders was comfortable. Our pilot released the towline
at about 4,000 feet while a couple miles from the landing spot. Without an engine, it still had the
various elementary controls of an airplane. Altitude can be lost at will and the ship can be
maneuvered to any desired spot. The pilot "landed on a dime," just as pre-arranged. The C-47
(DC-3) tow ship can tow two gliders side by side.
Various tactical maneuvers were demonstrated. They included landing in a clearing in the woods
with scattered pine trees and the deployment of Jeeps and howitzers. The most spectacular event
was a night operation demonstrating almost unbelievable control in flight and landing in pitch
dark. Another spectacular landing was in a cypress lake in which the troops were out and
swimming in 30 seconds. A regular requirement is that pilots land in a 600-foot stretch over 50foot obstacles.
Certainly, there are many openings and meadows large enough to land gliders in our national
forests. Also, the Army has developed a pick-up device for tow-planes to retrieve gliders for
continued use. Another potential use observed at the Air Base was the helicopter. This has great
possibilities for airborne firefighters if it can be developed to carry the necessary payload.
Economically, the use of gliders for fire control work may be all wrong. Certainly, the Forest
Service could not afford these craft. However, the Army owns thousands, and the fifteen-place
ship is being produced at the rate of 400 per month. This will create a great stockpile of surplus
equipment after the war and there will be hundreds of well-trained glider pilots available after
the war. Perhaps there is a place for glider-borne firefighters.
Dave, in addition to being Assistant Chief for Fire Control, was the "War Liaison" and Forest Fire Fighter
Service (FFFS) National Coordinator during WWII. The FFFS was a National Civil Defense program to teach
and enlist U.S. citizens as volunteer forest firefighters. Many young boys and men were trained who
volunteered their services for firefighting, especially in the eastern forests. State Civil Air Patrol units
were used to patrol remote areas. As part of the program, in the western United States, Forest Service
Lookout Stations and Guard Stations were occupied over the winter of 1944-1945 watching for Japanese
fire and bomb balloons and aircraft.
Dave was promoted to the Forest Service Chief of Fire Control on December 12, 1946. This was a
position he had dreamed of achieving after his reinstatement to the Forest Service in September 1935.
On June 13, 1947, Dave died in a tragic commercial airplane accident in the Blue Ridge Mountains near
Leesburg, Virginia at the age of 59. He was returning to Washington, D.C. from a joint meeting of the
American Society of Mechanical Engineers and the Society of American Foresters in Madison, Wisconsin.
Dave was on Pennsylvania-Central Airlines Flight 410 when the DC-4 crashed approximately 8 miles
southeast of Charles Town, West Virginia. All 50 occupants of the aircraft perished. Dave is buried in
Charleston, South Carolina.
After the death of Dave, in a Forest Service "Information Digest" (press release), Chief Lyle Watts
summarized several of Dave's accomplishments over the previous ten years of his life. The Chief reported
that Dave's untimely death came while he was furthering the adaptation of airplanes and other war
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material to peacetime fighting of forest fires. Some of his contributions included:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Serving as a pioneer in the development of the Forest Service's Northwest "smokejumper"
corps, doubtless the most outstanding innovation in forest fire control in the last 20 years,
Cooperating with the Army in the use of helicopters to transport men and equipment to fires,
Bombing of fires with water and chemicals from airplanes,
Development of a 1,000,000-acre project in Montana in which airplane patrols and
"smokejumpers" were being substituted for many old-time Forest Service lookouts,
Negotiation with the Army for the development of agreements in which troops fought fires
during manpower shortages,
Merging of National Forest and War Department facilities in the development of an
Aircraft Warning Service, and
Development of joint Forest Service-Army arrangements for meeting the threat of
balloon-borne explosives from Japan.

Dave and his wife, Thelma Strabel whom he married in 1942 had no children. Thelma was an author for
magazines and fiction stories. They met while she wrote a magazine story named "The Forest Ranger"
which became a movie released on October 21, 1942, with Frank Derry as a stunt parachute jumper. The
movie was directed by George Marshall and starred Fred MacMurray, Paulette Goddard, and Susan
Hayward. It is a fictionalized "love story" featuring a Forest Service Ranger, two women who live in the
community, and a timber operator who is an arsonist. Frank Derry makes a "rescue" jump as a stuntman
in the full-length movie.

Smokejumper Experiment – Allen (Al) Andrews Honey
Al was born January 1914 in Conconully, Washington where his
father worked for the Bureau of Reclamation building the darn in
Conconully. Al's father, Edwin Allen Honey was a wagoner in the
cavalry of the Spanish American War in 1898. Al had three brothers
and three sisters.
Al was an amateur boxer. A month before the Smokejumper
Experiment began, a "fight card" in the "Winthrop Smoker" column of
the local newspaper listed Al Honey of Spokane versus Paul Castello
from the state of Virginia, both 130 pounds. "Honey won" was the
decision's announcement in the Okanagan County newspaper. Al's
older brother, George taught him to be an amateur boxer who himself
was a boxer in the military.
Al was 26 when he made his "first-timer" jump on October 16, 1939,
at
the Intercity Airport, Winthrop. He was the first non-professional
Allen Honey
parachutist to make a parachute jump during the Smokejumper
Circa 1941
Experiment with the idea that Forest Service smoke chasers could
Allen Honey Photo
become "parachuting firefighters." On October 17, Al made his second jump at
Parachute Meadows, near Tiffany Lakes landing on the edge of a meadow with his chute caught in two
pine trees. When the ground crew arrived, he was calmly sitting on a log. On October 19, Al made his
third jump at Parachute Flats. It caught eleven trees, with Al suspended ten inches off the ground. He said
it was "like landing on a feather bed," an often-used term for tree landings during the experiment. Al
made at least four jumps during the experiment but did not become a smokejumper.
Al had a career in the military with enlistments in February 1936, October 1942, and February 1945.
After over 20 years of military service, he was released from duty in March 1960. He was a Master
Sergeant in the U.S. Army Air Force in WWII and in the U.S. Air Force in Korea.
While serving in WWII, Al was a Staff Sergeant in the Army Air Force and became a German Prisoner of
War (POW). The B-24 in which he was a crew member, was shot down on his 17th and last mission in
February 1945 near Erding, Germany. After he returned to U.S. Military duty at the end of the War, he
was assigned to the Erding Air Depot where he began his search for seven former bomber crew members
who did not survive the B-24 crash. Al located the young German girl who was an interpreter for him and
a surviving fellow crew member after their crash. Through her, he found the town of Straubing, Germany
where the airplane fell, and he met the priest who buried the crew members who perished. The priest
violated a German order by placing the bodies in his churchyard and entering the names of the dead in
his church record.
Local German children Jed Al to the remains of the B-24. He picked up a burnt and twisted fragment of
the airplane and declared his mission ended when he found the crash site and the burial location of his
buddies.
The story of how Al became a POW began at 23,000 feet, when his ship was shot down by three
simultaneous bursts of anti-aircraft fire. The right wing sheared off and the burst fuel tanks bathed the
rest of the ship in flames. Al and the airplane's engineer were the only survivors. He had just left the bomb
bays when the B-24 was hit by anti-aircraft fragments. He had been trying to free live bombs which had
become stuck in the bomb racks and was crawling back through the narrow companionway when the
airplane exploded. The companionway was very narrow, and he had to unfasten one of the chest rings to
his parachute. As he fell from the ship, his chute was held by only one snap. The other snap was spinning
before his face, and he had to fasten it before he could pull the rip cord.
Al was awarded two Purple Hearts, the Air Medal, and the European theater ribbon with three battle
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stars. Al died December 1993 at the age of 79 and is buried at the Golden Gate National Cemetery, San
Francisco, California.
Al's brother, George Phillip Honey, was on the Winthrop smokejumper crew in 1940 and in Missoula
for 1941. George was employed by the Chelan NF as a cargo dropper from 1942 to 1944 and an aerial
observer from 1945 to 1947. A nephew, Raymond E. Honey was a Winthrop smokejumper in 1955 and
1956.
In July 1937, Al married Elinor Ruth Diehl in Spokane, Washington. They had one child and were
divorced by 1942. He then married Ingrid Fahrni in December 1943, had one child and this marriage also
ended in divorce. In about 1949, Al married Elisabeth Marie Baratta-Dragono in Salzburg, Austria. Maria
was born in 1923 in Prague, Czech Republic, became a naturalized citizen of the U.S. in 1951 and died in
2014 in Alameda, California. Al and Elisabeth had two children and she is buried beside Al.

Smokejumper Experiment – Harrold Currie King
Harold was born September 1899 in San Jacinto, California and lived in
nearby Riverside until joining the U.S. Army in May 1918. In the Army, he
worked on maintenance and operation of aircraft and attended school at
Manual Arts Junior College in Los Angeles and at California Tech. in
Pasadena, California. In 1920 he was admitted to the West Point Military
Academy, graduating in1924. After West Point, he was a pilot in the U.S.
Army Air Service, became an Advanced Flying Graduate in 1925, and for
four years flew airplanes at Kelley Field, Texas; Mitchel Field, New York;
and France Field in the Panama Canal Zone.
While in the Army, Harold had over 1,900 hours of flying time. He
trained student pilots, provided instruction in the theory and practice of
bombing including the maintenance of bombing devices, assisted in the
development of emergency landing fields in Panama, navigation over
uncharted areas, had a permanent rating of "Distinguished Aerial Bomber
and Gunner," and was qualified to "fly all types of military aircraft."
From 1928 to 1936 Harold worked for the A.F. Stoeger Company, a large
commercial firearms business in New York City. He learned about
pyrotechnics, explosives, gun making, and firearm mechanisms. In 1930,
Harold King, USFS Pilot
Harold
was commissioned as a First Lieutenant in the Air Corps, New York
1939 USFS Photo
National Guard by New York Governor, Franklin D. Roosevelt. He left the
Stoeger Company to pursue "all my time to aircraft activities, including flying." He worked for a short
period of time for the Glenn L. Martin Company in Baltimore, Maryland as an aircraft inspector in their
aircraft manufacturing departments.
On June 15, 1937, Harold was employed by the Forest Service as an Engineer-Pilot at the job
classification of P-4 with a salary of $3,800 per year. Harold's officially described duties were:
"To alter and remodel aircraft to make them adaptable for dropping objects on incipient forest
fires. Adapt existing devices such as bomb racks, dropping rigs, containers, aiming instruments,
etc., to improve accuracy in dropping material on forest fires. Make studies and continuous
experiments on the ground and in the air with the effects of water, chemicals, and explosives.
Continually change and improve the materials, devices, and methods for dropping material from
the airplane. Fly airplanes and work with and train others in the development of mechanical
aids."
In a March 1938 test, Harold flew a Forest Service rented Norduyn Norseman airplane slow and low
over a test fire. He dropped five and ten-gallon tin can containers of water that burst as they struck the
ground, splashing water on or near the fire. Cuyama District Ranger, Walter Puhn, with a crew would
stand by for the "water bombs" and keep the fire contained while the airplane returned with more water
containers. After several drops, Puhn said enough of this nonsensical experiment and prepared to put
the test fire out and leave the site. The airplane landed to refuel and reload with more tin cans but as
fate sometimes intervenes, the plane crashed on takeoff. No one was injured.
In August 1938, the Forest Service took delivery of the first airplane they owned. In preparation for
the purchase, Harold spent most of the summer of 1938 in Washington, D.C. developing specifications
for purchase of the airplane. After approval of the purchase, he was at the Stinson Aircraft
manufacturing facility in Wayne, Michigan monitoring production. After completion, Harold flew the
newly purchased Stinson aircraft to California and conducted numerous experiments with it for the
Aerial Fire Control project in California.
After the tests proved to be a failure in California, Harold was reassigned along with the Stinson aircraft

Smokejumper Experiment – Harrold Currie King
from California to Region Six in Portland, Oregon on June 16, 1939. His duties were the same as when he
was hired in June 1937. Harold made a parachute jump in the summer of 1939 at the Portland, Oregon
Airport to gain first-hand knowledge of parachute jumping after it was decided to possibly use the
airplane for a "Parachute Jumping Experiment."
During the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment, Harold was the pilot dropping 150 and 180-pound
dummies (simulated jumpers), parachute jumpers, and cargo with parachutes. It is estimated that Harold
made over two hundred flights during the 42 days of the experiment.
Harold was co-author of the Forest Service Concise Report of Activities of the Aerial Fire Control Project
on Direct Attack (in California and Oregon), and the Parachute Jumping in Forest Fire Control Report of
Field Experiments, Fall 1939. The co-author for the two reports was Thomas A. Davies.
In April 1940, Harold, age 40 was living in Portland, Oregon with his wife, Virginia, a stenographer, age
23. On September 20, 1940, Harold's employment was terminated by the Forest Service "due to the fact
that the work of which Mr. King has been employed is being terminated." He was notified that the Forest
Service airplane is not being used to continue the experimental work for which it was acquired. Forest
Service fire funding was drastically reduced with federal government funds being diverted to support
the WWII effort.
In 1942, Harold was working for the Civil Aeronautics Board, Washington, D.C." Harold died July 1974
at the age of74 in San Diego, California.

Smokejumper Experiment – Francis Bourdette Lufkin
Francis was born August 1, 1914, in Auburn, Washington, and as
he was proud to say, "I was born and then WWI broke out." At the
age of 15, Francis began living with his uncle Ed Brengman in
Winthrop, Washington where Ed worked for the Forest Service at
the Eight Mile Ranger Station. When Francis graduated from high
school in Winthrop, he began working for the Forest Service as a
fireguard, packer, maintaining trails, installing phone lines, and as
a fire lookout. He was also a supervisor at the Civilian Conservation
Corps Camp at Eight Mile during the end of the Great Depression
in the 1930s.
Francis married Lola Ann Figgins March 1937 in Yamhill, Oregon
and twins, Ronald and Raymond were born in July 1939. Three
months after their birth, Francis was assigned, with his tree
climbing skills, to assist in the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment at
Winthrop. In November 1939, he made the 54th of the 58
parachute jumps as a member of the experiment. In June 1940,
Francis was trained as a smokejumper at Winthrop and on August
10, 1940, Francis and Glenn Smith made the first smokejumper fire
jump in Region 6 on the Chelan National Forest.
From 1942 through 1944, Francis was assigned as a Forest
Service "essential" employee in support of the World War II
national defense Aerial Warning System. Several fire lookout
Francis Lufkin
towers and guard stations were operational, including the winter
1939 USFS Photo
months of 1943-1944. Francis packed supplies, kept communication
systems operational, and taught Forest Service personnel to identify and report airplanes and Japanese
incendiary balloons. This operation was carried out under a cloak of secrecy and even though a balloon
was identified and shot down by an Army airplane from one of the stations supported by Francis, it was
never reported to the public.
In the early summer of 1941 through 1944, Francis went to the Nine Mile Ranger Station, near
Missoula, Montana for personal refresher jump training, training new jumpers, repairing, and rigging
parachutes. He returned to Winthrop during the summers serving as a cargo dropper and made several
smokejumper fire jumps. In 1945, Francis became the North Cascades Aerial Project Officer with 30 to
50 smokejumpers under his supervision each fire season until he retired in 1972. Francis was affectionally
called "Pappy" by the approximately five hundred smokejumpers that had worked for him during the 27
years he was Project Officer/Base Manager.
In 1949, Francis was the Smokejumper Representative on the Mann Gulch Fire Investigation in Region
1 where 13 smokejumpers died. In 1957, Francis was awarded the USDA Secretary's Award by Ezra Taft
Benson for "Meritorious Performance" as manager of the North Cascades Smokejumper Project. In 1965
he was awarded the Presidential Award for Economy for saving several million dollars from his ideas for
improved firefighting techniques and safety.
Francis' sons, Ron in 1960 and Larry in 1963, became smokejumpers at Cave Junction, Oregon. Francis
made 57 smokejumper parachute jumps. He died February 1998 at the age of 83 and is buried in the
Sullivan Cemetery, Winthrop, Washington with the words "Smoke Jumper" engraved.

Smokejumper Experiment – Joseph Royal (Roy) Mitchell
Roy was born February 1892 at Hartline, Washington. In 1900, he was living with
his parents and five siblings in Grand Coulee, Washington and ten years later, was
a farm laborer in Rathdrum, Idaho. By 1912, Roy had two years of college at the
University of Idaho. In April 1916 he married Mina Wilcox in Umatilla, Oregon and
by June 1917 they were living on a ranch in Fremont, Lake County, Oregon. Three
years later, Roy was the Fort Rock District Ranger, Deschutes NF. In 1925, Roy,
Mina, and their five-year old daughter, Joan moved to Twisp, Washington where
he became the Chelan NF Road Superintendent. In 1928 he was promoted to
Assistant Forest Supervisor and continued in that position until his retirement in
1954.
Roy purchased an airplane in May 1936 at Portland, Oregon. With a few hours
of instruction, he flew the airplane home to Okanogan with a pilot-instructor
accompanying him as co-pilot. The "machine" had an enclosed cabin, seating two
people in tandem and powered by a four-cylinder 42 horsepower engine.
Roy Mitchell
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Cruising speed was 70 mph. Roy received messages from District Rangers for fire
orders and he would fly his airplane over the fire and free-fall the ordered supplies.
After two and one-half years, he found it too rich of a hobby for a Forest Officer and sold it.
At age 47, Roy was the oldest member of the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment to make a "first timer"
jump. His jump was on November 13, the 55th of the 58 jumps. Roy wrote nearly a page describing his
"first-timer" parachute jump for the experiment. He said Frank Derry prepared him for the jump,
searched clothing for matches, put on back and leg braces, and gave a few minutes instruction about how
to get out of the airplane and pull the rip cord. The airplane climbed to 2,000 feet, the burlap trial chute
was dropped, and a slight southwest wind was noted. Roy continued writing "when the chute opened, I
had no trouble orienting myself and located the airfield at once. I found the chute difficult to turn to the
right, but it turned easily to the left. I landed softly on the ground about 300 feet from the target. I could
have landed on my feet if I had a little more flexibility in my knees, which the jump suit prevented.
Roy had over a 30-year career in the Forest Service and was a prominent figure on the Chelan National
Forest. On September 16, 1955, a bridge that spanned Ortell Creek north of Winthrop was named for
Roy. Regional Forester, J. Herbert Stone dedicated the bridge with Roy present. Stone talked about the
leading role Roy played in engineering and improvement of forest facilities, construction of the Pasayten
Airstrip, and for development of the smokejumper program.
Roy retired in 1954 and later wrote an historical document about the 1939 Smokejumper
Experiment. Roy died in 1974 at age 82 and is buried in Seattle, Washington.

Roy Mitchell
Circa 1940 USFS Photo

Smokejumper Experiment – Glenn (Smitty) Harrison Smith
Glenn was born June 1914, along the Ohio River in Paden City,
West Virginia. During the l920's, his family moved to Gardena,
California where Glenn graduated from high school in 1934. Before
graduating, he lost his left eye in a basketball accident. Glenn went
through the rest of his life without eyesight from his left eye, but
the loss did not deter him from pursuing a career in parachute
jumping, smokejumping, and working with parachutes.
When Glenn graduated from high school, he made his first exhibition
parachute jump with Frank Derry as his instructor. That parachute jump
led to a career in the use of parachutes as a professional barnstormer,
with the Forest Service, the military, and the Civilian Intelligence Agency
CIA.
Glenn, along with Frank were employed by the Eagle Parachute
Corporation when the company was awarded the Forest Service
contract in 1939 to supply parachutes and professional parachutists for
Glenn Smith
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the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment. Glenn was hired to make
parachute jumps, repair, and rig parachutes. Two days into the experiment on October 7, on his second
jump, Glenn was injured when his chute opened with his feet in the air in an upside-down position and
a shroud line took a half hitch around one of his legs, spraining his knee. The injury prevented him from
jumping anymore during the experiment. This jump was near Tiffany Lakes Campground on the Chelan
NF with David Godwin blazing the tree as a monument to the first premeditated parachute jump into a
forest.
In June 1940, Glenn was hired as a "Smoke Jumper-Rigger" by the Chelan NF. He and Francis Lufkin
made the first jump to a fire on August 10 on the Twisp RD, Chelan NF. Since Region 6 did not have a
smokejumper program in 1941 Glenn was hired as a smokejumper by Region 1 in Missoula, Montana.
His employment continued with the Forest Service through 1951 except for 1942 and 1943 when he
worked for the military as a Procurement Inspector, inspecting parachutes at Chandler, Arizona and San
Diego, California. When Glenn resigned in 1951 from the Forest Service smokejumper program, he
worked for the CIA at various military bases and became the parachute loft foreman for Intermountain
Aviation in Marana, Arizona. Glenn made his last parachute jump in 1964 on his 50th birthday at Marana
Air Park, Arizona. In March 1988, Glenn died in Tucson, Arizona at the age of 73.

Smokejumper Experiment – Richard (Dick) Edward Tuttle

Dick Tuttle
1939 USFS Photo

Roy Mitchell.

Dick was born June 1917 in Fort Thomas, Arizona and moved
with his parents to Twisp, Washington where he graduated from
high school and became a smoke chaser for the Forest Service. In
the fall of 1939, he along with Al Honey, another smoke chaser,
was hired by the Eagle Parachute Corporation to make
experimental parachute jumps during the 1939 Parachute
Smokejumper Experiment. He made his first parachute jump on
October 16, 1939, 3,000 feet above the ground at the Intercity
Airport. The local media gave him and Al Honey the title of the
"Original Smoke Chasers." Dick made 11 jumps during the
experiment with his final jump in the Wolf Creek neighborhood
of Winthrop on November 7, landing about 100 yards from the
target. The media reported that this jump was from about 5,000
feet above the ground with the descent lasting over four
minutes. The day before, Dick snagged the tops of two quaking
aspens and hung about 100 feet in the air landing very near
Chelan National Forest Supervisor P. T. Harris and his assistant,

When the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment ended in November 1939, Dick went with Beach Gill,
President of the Eagle Parachute Corp. to his factory in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Here, Dick became an
"expert jumper," a licensed rigger, and obtained a license to train other jumpers.
Upon returning to Winthrop, Washington, Beach Gill appointed Dick the Pacific Northwest distributor
of Eagle Parachutes, naming the company the Tuttle Parachute Service.
Dick was employed by the Chelan NF and completed smokejumper training jumps during the week of
June 10, 1940 and placed on the jump list. Two weeks later, on June 27 he was seriously injured when
he fell about 50 feet from a cottonwood tree while installing a radio antenna for the Winthrop Ranger
District Office. He sustained a serious skull fracture, a broken arm, and injury to his left eye. Dick had
been scheduled to make an exhibition parachute jump in Winthrop for their July 4th celebrations and at
Chelan, Washington during the rodeo. He was hospitalized and gradually improved but was still having
trouble with his eyesight six months after the accident.
Although he was not able to continue as a smokejumper, he worked for the Forest Service at Winthrop
the summer of 1940 as a parachute rigger. Later, he worked as a parachute rigger instructor for the Civil
Aeronautics Administration and as a construction worker in Spokane, Washington.
Dick died March 1964 in Hoquiam, Washington from suicide at age 46. Dick's ashes are buried in the
Sullivan Cemetery, Winthrop, Washington. His grave marker has the inscription "Pioneer Smoke
Jumper."

Smokejumper Experiment – William Harrison (Harry) Tuttle
Harry was born December 1894 in Tillamook, Oregon and was 44 when
he made his "first timer" jump on November 10 as a member of the 1939
Smokejumper Experiment. He was an employee of the Chelan NF as a
Telephone Line Construction Foreman and his assignment during the
experiment was to climb trees and retrieve parachutes and jumpers. He
was a long time employee of the Chelan NF and worked several years
supporting the work of the Forest's Civilian Conservation Corps Camps in
the 1930s.
Harry was an accomplished horseman, as was his wife. In their younger
years, Harry and
Florence performed horseback riding tricks for movies and Florence was
also an actress in silent movies when they lived in Arizona. Harry and
Florence spent many winters tending their fur and game trap lines along
the Pasayten River.
Harry made an exhibition parachute jump at the dedication of the
Chelan, Washington Airport
Harry Tuttle, Sport parachute
jumping at dedication of the
Chelan, Washington Airport.
July 18, 1940, Methow Valley
Journal newspaper. Photo by
Ralph Kenison.

in June 1940. He wore a smokejumper jump suit and helmet, using an
Eagle parachute. Harry had no fear of air travel but said that "planes are
fine if you want to get somewhere in a hurry, but for downright luxurious
and satisfactory travel, give me a horse every time."

Harry died in Mount Vernon, Washington in September 1974 at the age
of 79. At his request, his ashes were packed in and scattered along the
Pasayten River in the Pasayten Wilderness on the Okanogan NF by one of
his grandchildren. Harry's wife, Florence died in 1978 and her ashes were spread along the Pasayten
River where her husband's ashes were, four years earlier.

Smokejumper Experiment – Lage Von Wernsted
Lage (pronounced "Loggy") was born May 1878 in Strengnas,
Sweden. His seven brothers were officers in the Swedish military and
Lage studied at the Stockholm Institute of Technology in Stockholm,
Sweden before immigrating to the United States in 1902 at age 24. He
entered the Yale School of Forestry in 1903, completing a master's
degree in 1905 and was influenced by the writings of Gifford Pinchot.
He became a naturalized citizen in 1905 and moved west. First to Cook
Inlet, Alaska where he worked for the Forest Service from 1906 to
1909 as a "Forest Expert" for $900 per year. By 1914 he was living in
Portland, Oregon working as a forest examiner establishing national
forest boundaries and inspecting work on the forests of the Pacific
Northwest.

Lage Wernstedt Circa 1935
Photo credit rhinoclirnbs.com

During WWI, Lage was commissioned as a Captain with the 403rd
Aerial Engineers in the U.S. Army as an expert topographer. After
discharge from the Army in 1919, Lage estab1ished the Northwest
Blower and Kiln Company in Spokane, Washington with another
former Forest Service employee.

By 1923, Lage moved back to Portland, working for the Forest Service. He specialized in the use of
photography and the production of topographical maps. From early spring to late fall, he packed his
equipment by horse and mule into the forests of the pacific northwest taking panoramic terrestrial
photographs from mountain tops on many of the national forests in Oregon and Washington. He used
the photos in winter months making topographical maps. He made the first ascents, by Forest Service
employees of over 170 peaks in western Washington and named most of the geographical features in
the region. From 1927 to 1933, Lage was Assistant Forest Supervisor on the Mt. Baker NF in Washington.
By 1934, Lage moved back to the Regional Office in Portland and by 1935 he was using a new aerial
camera flying 5,000 to 8,000 feet over the timbered forests instead of taking photographs from mountain
tops. Lage was the regional expert using photos taken from airplanes to make more accurate contour
maps.
In 1936 and 1937, in addition to producing maps, Lage successfully experimented in developing a
practical method for delivering supplies from airplanes, using sheets of burlap. He used wool sacks or
sheets of burlap cut into 7 by 7-foot squares, tying a line from each corner with the other end of the lines
tied together with the cargo attached. The burlap served as a parachute, or as he called it, "a retarder."
Lage and Lawrence Mays conducted training sessions for Forest Service employees in Region 6 in the
spring of 1938 on how to make and fold the newly designed parachutes, prepare cargo loads, and
discharge the parachute and cargo from an airplane.
In the summer of 1939, when the decision was made to conduct the 1939 Smokejumper Experiment,
Lage was selected to lead the project. This would have been due to his extensive knowledge of north
central Washington, experimentation with cargo chutes and airplanes, working with aerial stereoscopic
cameras, formal education as a forester, and managerial experience as an Assistant Forest Supervisor.
Lage initially lead the experimental project. For over two months before the project started in the field
on October 5, 1939, Lage made detailed project plans. These included procedures for recording
experiences by the parachute jumper, the ground observation crew, and the pilot or someone else in
the airplane. Many photographs were taken, including movie and still photos from the jump plane,
another airplane flying beside the jump plane, and the ground crew.
Undoubtedly, these meticulous plans contributed to the success of the project along with post jump
critiques and review discussions.

Smokejumper Experiment – Lage Von Wernsted
Less than a week into the project, on the afternoon of October 10, Lage ran up a rather steep slope
north of Tiffany Lake in what has become known as "Parachute Meadows" to capture a photo of a jumper
making a parachute landing. Lage over-exerted himself and shortly after the crew got in their vehicles to
return to Winthrop, Washington, Lage suffered a slight stroke and was unable to continue his work on
the project. Lage was 61 years of age. Two days later, he was making satisfactory improvement and being
cared for at the Winthrop Hotel. Due to his illness, the 1939 Smokejumper Experimental leadership role
was assigned to Walt Anderson.
In 1942, at the age of 64, Lage retired from the Forest Service with a Forest Service career that spanned
at least 36 years. He did not make a parachute jump. Lage died in 1959 at the age of 81 on Guemes Island
in the San Juan Islands of Washington.

Ralph S. Space

1901 - 1993

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1925 - 1928
1928 - 1928
1928 - 1932
1932 - 1933
1933 - 1935
1935 - 1936
1936 - 1941
1941 - 1945
1945 - 1950
1950 - 1954
1954 - 1963

Location
Olney District, Blackfeet NF, MT
Wolf Creek District, Blackfeet NF
Fortine District, Blackfeet NF
Supervisors Office, Blackfeet NF
Blackfeet NF
Flathead NF, MT
Division Lands, Northern Region, (R-1)
Missoula, MT
Division Fire Control, Northern Region
(R-1)
Division Fire Control, Northern Region
(R-1)
Cabinet NF, MT
Clearwater NF, ID

Position(s)
Forest Ranger
Senior Forest Ranger
Principal Forest Ranger
Principal Forest Ranger
Acting Supervisor
Associate Forester
Associate Forester
Forester (Inspector)
Division Chief
Supervisor
Supervisor

Biography
Ralph was raised on the family homestead between Weippe and Pierce,
Idaho, and attended the University of Idaho, graduating with honors with a
degree in forestry in 1925. He worked summers for the Clearwater Timber
Protective Association while going to school.
Following graduation in 1925, Ralph accepted an appointment with the U.S.
Forest Service. He worked as a Ranger and Assistant Supervisor on the
former Blackfeet National Forest in Montana and, beginning in 1936, in the
Divisions of Lands and Fire Control in the Northern Region headquarters in
Missoula. In 1950 he was appointed Supervisor of the former Cabinet
National Forest in Montana and in 1954, of the Clearwater National Forest
in Idaho, a position he held until retirement in 1963.
Ralph was a noted local historian. He wrote numerous articles on local
history and published three books, including "The Clearwater Story,"
chronicling the history of the Clearwater National Forest, and "Lewis and
Clark Through Idaho" which traces the route of the expedition over the Lolo Trail and through the
Clearwater valley. For his work on the history of the Lewis and Clark expedition, he was given a
Meritorious Achievement award from the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. He also served as
president of a group of citizens, which worked to establish the Nezperce National Historical Park in
Idaho.
Ralph was elected a Fellow of the Society of American Foresters.

Al Spaulding

1906-1987

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1934-1938
1939-1944
1945-1949
1949-1957
1957-1969

Location
Falls Ranger Station/Priest Lake, ID
Kaniksu National Forest, WA
Colville National Forest, WA
Region One, Missoula, MT
Region Six, Portland, OR

Position(s)
Ranger
Fire Assistant
Supervisor
Chief of Fire Control
Deputy Regional Forester

Biography
After graduating from the University of Montana Forestry School, Al started
his career with the Forest Service in 1934. He and his wife Helen Mumm
Spaulding spoke fondly of their early years living and working `in the
beautiful primitive area around Priest Lake, Idaho. They both were most at
home in the forests and mountains of the Northwest and felt fortunate to
live there throughout Al’s career.
Al spent most of his career in fire control – ‘was liked and admired – tops in
his field’ according to his colleagues in the Forest Service. Under his
leadership the Smokejumper Base in Missoula, Montana was completed in
1954 with President Eisenhower giving the dedication address.
In 1957 he led the team detailed to Washington, DC to re-write the Forest
Service Fire Fighting Manual. As Deputy Regional Forester in Portland he
was noted for his skills to listen and be receptive to new ideas in balancing
the demands on forest lands of conservationists, timber companies,
ranchers and recreation interests.
Throughout his career he was a dedicated steward of using Forest Service
resources for the public good. In retirement he shared his love of conservation as a counselor at the
Outdoor School for 6th grade students in Multnomah County- he was fondly known by the young campers as
‘Trees’.

John S. “Jack” Spencer

1930 - 2004

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
Ca 1952
1956 - 1963
1963 – 1968
1968 - 1996

Location
Blister Rust Project, MT
Klamath National Forest, CA
Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station,
Ogden, UT
North Central Forest Experiment Station, St. Paul, MN

Position(s)
Forestry Aid
Forester
Resource Analyst
Resource Analyst

Biography
John S. " Jack" Spencer was born September 20,1930 and died
December 27, 2004. An honorable man, deeply respectful of others,
and a forester's forester, Jack Spencer will be remembered by his
friends for his wry sense of humor and for pride in his profession.
He was inspired in 1952, as a graduating forestry student at Virginia
Polytechnic Institute, to spend a summer as a smokejumper after seeing
the film "Red Skies of Montana" starring Richard Widmark, based on the
historic Mann Gulch Disaster of 1949. He later wrote a humorous article
telling how overly dramatized depictions of fire behavior in the film led
him to expect the same when he later led a crew on a real fire in the
Shasta Trinity National Forest in California. Years later, Jack's friends
celebrated his firefighting and smokejumper days by showing the film at
his birthday gathering.
His first job in the Forest Service was a-summer spent doing blister rust control in Montana as an
undergraduate. After obtaining his Bachelor's degree at VPI, he got a Master's in forest management in
1953 at the University of Montana, and later spent two years in the military writing a timber management plan
at Ft. Carson, Colorado. In 1956 he began a 7-year stint working on the Klamath National Forest in
engineering, forest management, and as assistant district ranger. He married Janice Atkinson in 1957 and
began a family in Yreka, California. In the Klamath he thoroughly enjoyed putting to use in the field both the
technical skills he learned in college and the people skills he observed in some of his supervisors. He wrote
movingly of these old friends in "Forest Service Memories--Past Lives and Times in the U.S. Forest Service,"
(History ink Books, Hat Creek, California).
In 1963 Jack began a run of 33 years in research as a resource analyst in forest inventory, first for five years
at the Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, Ogden, Utah, and then 28 years at the North
Central Forest Experiment Station, St. Paul, Minnesota. During this time his expertise was much in demand.
He authored and co-authored more than seventy publications and he was active in the Society of American
Foresters. He went on assignments in Rome for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, and in Kenya training East Africans how to inventory their bamboo forests.

Jack was as much at home writing technical encyclopedia articles about global forest resources as he was
writing to thank a 4th grade girl who had sent him a drawing after he had talked about the value of forests to
her school class. Her teacher in an earlier thank you note to Jack had mentioned that the girl had been
devastated by the recent death of her grandmother, so he touchingly comforted her along with his thank you
for the drawing.
Those who worked with Jack no doubt will remember him as much for hours of effort by phone and letter
trying to get a fair deal on a camera a visiting Chinese forester with limited knowledge of English had
purchased from a shady dealer in a distant city.
He liked picture-framing and baking bread at home, and enjoyed annual canoe trips and fishing in
Minnesota's Boundary Waters with his children and his co-workers. He also loved Roman history, saying
that he "wallowed" in it during his stint at the FAO and during travels to Britain. He once told the Station
newsletter editor "I never got tired of walking the Roman roads (and the Italian ice cream wasn't too bad
either)."
Jack was a loving husband and an involved and patient father whose parenting style was rich in humor,
character, humility and love. His wife Jan, daughter Marta, sons Scott and Thad, and grandsons Cole, Tate
and Eden survive him.

Marshall E. Spencer

1921-2010

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
1942-1977
1977

Location
Pacific Forest and Range Station, CA
Hamilton, Montana

Position(s)
Assistant Director
Retired

Biography
Marshall died May 29, 2010, in Hamilton, Montana from bladder cancer. He graduated from the University of
Idaho Forestry School in 1943 and went to Officer Candidate School at Fort Benning, Georgia. Marshall
landed at Omaha Beach as a replacement officer shortly after D-Day and was in combat in France, Belgium
and the Netherlands. He was seriously wounded in October of 1944 and spent 19 months of hospitalization.
Marshall was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart. After the war, he went to work for the USFS for 35
years before retiring in 1977. His last assignment was in Berkeley, California, as assistant director at the
Pacific Forest and Range Experiment Station.

Paul P. Spivey

1910 – 1977

Dorothy Spivey
1911 - 1995

Forest Service Employees
Places, units or projects served (Paul)
Date(s)
1946 - 1972

Location
Hume Lake District, Sequoia NF, CA

Position(s)
Technician

Biography - Paul P. Spivey
Paul Spivey worked his entire time for the USDA Forest Service as a
technician on the Hume Lake District of the Sequoia MF in R-5.
Born in Redlands, CA on 9/19/10, graduated from Alhambra High
School in 1928, worked for the Curry Company in Yosemite seasonally,
then in the wholesale grocery business. He married Dorothy Stevenson
on 9/l/33. A son Robert was born in 1935 and a daughter Kathleen in
1937.
He achieved a dream of working for the Forest Service in 1946. As was
typical of the times (and small staffs) he worked at every kind of task
through the four seasons. The Ranger Station at Pinehurst was the end
of the school bus line, so the family lived there during the school year.
Soon as the snow melted from the roads in spring, Paul moved up to
the Hume Lake Guard Station and was joined by Dorothy, Bob and
Kathie as soon as school was out. The process was reversed when
school started in September and when snow closed the roads later in the fall.
Dorothy "worked" as did all Forest Service wives in the field. They passed information on the FS phone lines,
provided maps and answered questions from the public, issued fire permits along with fire prevention
messages, nurtured seasonal employees, fed and entertained visiting FS officials, cared for a family in a
Guard Station without electricity, cooking on a wood stove, washing clothes by hand, etc.
This strong support allowed Paul to accomplish a big workload in this large heavily used area adjacent to the
Kings Canyon National Park. He cleaned toilets and hauled garbage from major recreation facilities along
with dozens of primitive camps, maintained phone lines, water and sewer systems, signs, trails, drift fences,
administered many special use permits including a summer home tract and grazing permits, did the full
range of fire prevention and suppression work, and developed strong working relationships with private land
owners, adjacent Park Service personnel, fish and fame, public health and many other agency personnel.
Were it not for Paul's initiative and persistence, two Dolbeer steam donkeys are on display at the Hume Lake
Ranger District headquarters and at Paul Bunyan's Forest Camp at Turtle Bay Museums and Arboretum in
Redding. Paul found the donkey engines rusting away in the Evans Grove area on the Camp 7 Road where
they had lain since the end of the redwood-logging era (contributed by Chuck Lowrie, Pine Grove CA).
In the early 1970's Paul arranged for District Supervisory Forestry Technician Paul Roche, who operated the
district dozer, to skid the donkeys to the road where they were loaded onto a low-bed truck. Previously Paul
had arranged with two retired machinists (the Denton Brothers) in Woodlake to volunteer their time and skills
to completely restore the two donkeys.

Some months later the two donkeys were delivered to the Pinehurst Ranger Station in a fully operational
condition. They were fired up and what a thrill it was for one and
all to see those two machines chugging powerfully along. Paul
was the sparkplug that made it happen -that salvaged those
important pieces of redwood logging history from what is now a
part of the Giant Sequoia National Monument in the Sequoia
National Forest for all of us, now and in succeeding generations,
to enjoy and learn from.
Paul thoroughly enjoyed the people, the agency, and the work.
He built a home just below Pinehurst and retired in 1972.
During his work and in retirement, he collected information
regarding the Big Tree logging and milling done on the Hume
Lake District land before it was the Sequoia National Forest. A significant collection of photos and
information was placed in the Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley.

Places units or projects served (Dorothy)
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

1956 - 1970

Pinehurst District, Sequoia NF, CA

District Clerk

Biography - Dorothy Spivey
Dorothy Spivey was born 11/28/11 in Siseton, SD where her father was school superintendent on an Indian
Reservation. She graduated from Alhambra, CA High School in 1930 and worked as a telephone operator.
She married Paul Spivey.
After Paul went to work for the Hume Lake District of the Sequoia NF in R-5, Dorothy served as all wives of
the era did, as an important part of the work although of course without being on the payroll. The women
were very knowledgeable about Forest Service work and activities, could and did answer lots of questions
from the public and other employees, served as important communications links while the men were away
from the stations, and supported the family in an era when conveniences were few and salaries were very
low.
Their children Bob and Kathie rode an hour and a half each school day to Reedley, then another hour and a
half on the bus back home. Then of course on Saturday another trip to "the valley" to do the weeks shopping!
After Bob and Kathie were graduated from high school and gone from home, Dorothy went to work as District
Clerk in the Pinehurst Ranger Station office. In 1956 a District Clerk did all the clerical work and fire
dispatching for the entire Ranger District. These were big jobs and preceded the addition of major office
machinery and communications tools. A second clerk was added in later years of her service.
When a new retirement house just below Pinehurst was completed in 1970, Dorothy retired to enjoy it.
She helped Paul put together an important collection of photos and information about the Big Tree logging on
the land that later became National Forest. This collection was placed in the Bancroft Library in Berkeley at
the time of Paul's death.

Robert Paul Spivey

1935-2019

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

1961 - 1962
1962 – 1963
1963 – 1965
1965 - 1966
1966 - 1969
1969 - 1971
1971 - 1974
1974 - 1976
1976 - 1978
1978 -1980
1980 - 1986
1986 – 1988
1988 – 1989
1989
1990 – 1992
1992 - 1994

Location
Sequoia National Forest, CA
Six Rivers National Forest, CA
Kings Canyon National Park
Orleans District, Six Rivers National Forest, CA
Mad River District, Six Rivers National Forest, CA
Peace Corps Volunteer, Brazil
Downieville District, Tahoe National Forest, CA
Sierraville District, Tahoe National Forest, CA
Regional Office (R-5), San Francisco, CA
Big Bar District, Shasta- Trinity National Forest, CA
Shasta Lake District, Shasta- Trinity National Forest, CA
Sierra National Forest, Clovis, CA
Jefferson National Forest, Roanoke, VA
Regional Office (R-8), Atlanta, GA
Washington Office, Washington, DC
Forestry Development Project Honduras
Senator Conrad Burns (MT) Office, Washington, DC
Recreation, Range, Wildlife, Landscape & Cultural Resources
- Regional Office (R-9), Milwaukee, WI Natural Resources - Regional Office (R-9), Milwaukee, WI

Position(s)
Seasonal
Seasonal
Seasonal
Forester
Forester
Forester
Forester
Asst. District Ranger
Timber Management Staff
District Ranger
District Ranger
Deputy Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Director, Planning & Budget
Asst. Director, Recreation
Project Leader
Legislative Assistant
Director
Team Leader

Biography
Robert Spivey was born in 1935 in Glendale, California to Paul and
Dorothy Spivey. He is a graduate of Humboldt State University in Arcata,
California in with a BS degree in Forest Management in 1961. Bob served
with the U.S. Army in Germany.
Bob was a second-generation career Forest Service employee from 1961
until retirement in 1994. Bob was a forester Regions 5, 8, and 9, the
Washington office and International Forestry assignments with the Agency
for International Development. He also was a forester in Brazil with the
Peace Corps and as a seasonal with the Park Service during college.
Before retirement Bob was on several short-term assignments in
Dominican Republic and Russia. After retirement he worked on short term
projects in Guatemala, Russia, Kazakhstan, and Belarus.
The Russian forestry partnership was a joint effort by the Eastern Region and the Northeastern Research
Station to work with the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences and the Krasnoyarsk Kray
Forest Service. This was intended to be a long-range partnership involving the full range of research and
management activities in assistance to those responsible for development and management of the huge and
significant forests of central Siberia. Spivey’s role included development of the partnership relationships,

advising on reasonable forest management initiatives, and working to get the resources allocated to achieve
the agreed upon desired results.
Bob recorded some general thoughts on his 1993 trip to Russia:
“I've been in Russia before, so I'm prepared both mentally and with "things". Toilet paper, soap, water filter,
lomotil, strong practical clothes, insect repellant, greenbacks-no travels checks or credit cards work here.
Siberia, huge, beautiful, from the tundra through the taiga to the steppe. We look for demonstration areas, a
sustainable ecosystems management opportunity, something like a NF. Wonderful people, great
opportunities. Confidant we can make something great work here.
We stay in the best hotels available, mostly hotels that had been reserved for the old party officials. Primitive
and poorly maintained by our standards, quite nice by theirs. All had running water and flush toilets (this guy
who has spent lots of time in Latin America is impressed by this!). No water is safe to drink {giardia and other
stuff} so my backpackers water filter gets a workout. No medical problem at all either during or after the trip.
Food very satisfactory to me, but simple. Lots of vegetables {raw}, excellent dark brown bread and butter,
various sausages and cheeses, great yogurt. Some fish and eggs, and meat {no talk of beef or pork or
whatever, just meat}. Sweet flavored water common, coffee and tea less so, vodka everywhere constantly,
frequently with brandy and cognac. Beer less common, seemed to all be imported. We even saw imported
fruit juice. Rubles 1060 to the dollar, I bought 40 dollars worth. Spent only half of them. Greenbacks are the
preferred currency naturally.”

F. Leroy Sprague
1914-2004

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
1943-1945

Date(s)
Boise National Forest -

Location
R-4

1945-1949
1949-1951
1951-1952
1952-1955

Boise National Forest Boise National Forest Boise National Forest Boise National Forest Toiyabe National Forest

R-4
R-4
R-4
R-4
R-4

Position(s)
Forester
District Ranger
District Ranger
Timber Staff Asst.
District Ranger
Fire/Engineering Staff Officer

Boise National Forest

R-4

Nursery Manager

1955-1959
1959-1971

Biography

F. LeRoy Sprague, 90, of Boise died Sunday, Nov 7, 2004 at a local care center.
Leroy was born and raised in Southeast Kansas and Southwest Missouri and came
west in the spring of 1934 and joined the Civilian Conservation Corps in the
Cascade, Idaho Camp. He then worked seasonally at Cascade and Landmark on
the Boise National Forest while attending college as a smokechaser,
warehouseman, headquarters guard and lookout.
He attended Idaho State University in Pocatello and Oregon State in Corvallis,
where he received a B.S. in forestry in 1943
He served on a variety of Ranger Districts on the Boise National Forest. He also
served a Fire/Engineering Staff Officer on the Toiyabe National Forest.
His last assignment at Lucky Peak Nursery was one he chose and requested because of the opportunity to
build something from the ground up. He was assigned to the task when the Forest was still in negotiation for
the land and built the Lucky Peak Nursery from scratch and managed it for 12 years.

David M. Stack

1942-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1963
1964
1965
1965-1968
1969-1970
1970-1974
1974-1976
1976-1978
1978-1985
1985-1999

Location
Stanislaus National Forest, Calaveras District
Malheur National Forest, Long Creek District
Chequamegon National Forest, WI
U.S. Navy
Chequamegon National Forest, Washburn District
Chequamegon National Forest, Medford District
Chequamegon National Forest
Superior National Forest, Duluth, MN
Monongahela National Forest, Greenbrier District
Lolo National Forest, Missoula District

Position(s)
Forestry Aide
Forestry Aide
Forester – Timber Inventory
Officer
Timber Forester
Timber Management Assistant
Timber Inventory Crew Leader
Recreation Staff Assistant
District Ranger
District Ranger

Biography
David Stack was born in Normal Illinois in 1942. The family moved to
st
Aurora, Illinois after 1 grade. Dave graduated with a forestry degree from
Southern Illinois University in 1964 and a Master’s degree in Forest
Management from Duke University in 1965.
He served as an officer in the Navy from August 1965 until December 1968.
He was assigned to the aircraft carrier USS America for two years and then
as an instructor as the Glynco Georgia Navy Air Training Center.
Dave’s first Forest Service job was 1963 on a summer KV Crew on the
Calaveras Ranger District, Stanislaus National Forest in California. The job
was to thin, double-bit axes, and regeneration on closed timber sales.
Travel to job sites was in the back of an open stake-side truck: no seats and
very dusty! They were paid travel time only one-way to the job site. They
started the season out by planting skid trails with sugar pine seedlings and
opening several campgrounds.
The crew was housed in a prefab
bunkhouse in Hinkleman Meadow, which was about a mile above Camp Connell California. Dave was a GS3 and earned $1,052 for the summer.
The summer of 1964 he worked on the Long Creek Ranger District, Malheur National Forest in John Day
Oregon as a timber marker and cruiser (GS-4).
Dave received his professional appointment as a Forester in June 1965 and reported to Park Falls
Wisconsin. He was a member of a regional timber inventory crew working on the Chequamegon National
Forest. After six weeks he left for Navy Officer Candidate School at Newport, RI, and in January 1969 left
the Navy and reported to the Washburn Ranger District on the Chequamegon as the timber forester. In
March 1970 he was transferred to the Medford Ranger District as the Timber Management Assistant, where

the district had an active timber sale program of 10 million BF, good for a small district of about 120,000
acres – aspen and hardwood pulpwood and some hardwood sawtimber.
Dave Transferred in May 1974 to the Chequamegon Timber Inventory Crew leader, stationed at Glidden RD,
and wrote what was perhaps the last Forest Timber Management Plan in 1976, because the National Forest
Management Act was enacted and in the future required Forest Plans.
August 1976 Dave transferred to the Superior National Forest supervisors’ office working for Joe Higgins in
the recreation shop with Jim Hulbert. He worked on summer home special use permits, on maps for different
BWCA legislation options, researched writing a special use permit for dog sleds, and managed a
campground reconstruction near Ely since the landscape architect position was vacant.
In August 1978 Dave transferred to the Monongahela National Forest as the Greenbrier District Ranger; the
ranger station was located in Bartow, WV, about 40 miles over Cheat Mountain to Elkins for shopping. It was
a beautiful area, with a very productive young forest with black cherry, oaks, sugar maple and yellow poplar.
Several Civil War small battle sites were on the district, the 1840s Staunton-Parkersburg Turnpike, and the
National Youth Science Camp, and Rothkugel Plantation.
In April 1985 Dave transferred to the Lolo National Forest as the Missoula District Ranger, which was a very
interesting and challenging district with the University, Forest Supervisor’s and Regional Office in town. The
Rattlesnake National Recreation and Wilderness (established 1980) adjacent to the city had its own set of
issues and concerned public. Management of dogs was a big issue that required complex regulations to
control. There was no trailhead, so after several proposals they finally approved and constructed a main
trailhead and a separate trailhead for horseback riders. A large watershed restoration project on the Blue
Ribbon Rock Creek was a fun project they completed with good public support. The main goal of the project
was to return the creek to a meander that a private owner blocked 40 years before.
Timber sales in the Missoula area at the time were challenging. Dave attended a conference at the
University of Montana in 1987 that talked about the issues associated with the Urban-Interface and fuel
build-up in the frequent fire regimes of Ponderosa Pine-Douglas Fir and decided that the Pattee Canyon
Recreation Area was the best place to demonstrate the need to cut and remove some trees to open up the
stands and hopeful do some prescribed burning. One reason, for example, was the 1,200 acre Pattee
Canyon fire which burned several homes. To gain public understanding of need for vegetative treatment and
to show the type of treatment, they did several small-scale demonstration treatments – horse logging and
mechanical harvesting demonstration. To show they type of treatment on a wide-scale the District prepared
and sold the Northside Sale (near Snowbowl Ski Area) to Plum Creek. After 10 years the District prepared
the Pattee-Blue Restoration project. That project was widely accepted by the public.
Since retiring from the Forest Service in 1999 Dave has tirelessly worked as a volunteer and Board Member
of the National Museum of Forest Service History in Missoula, whose progress and accomplishments would
not have been made without him.

William (Bill) Stephens
1921 - 1997

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)

Location
San Bernardino NF, CA

Position(s)
District Ranger

Biography
Mr. Stephens was a native of Weatherford Oklahoma. He lived in San Bernardino California 70 years. His
career with the Forest Service spanned 31 years.

James R. "Bits” Stephenson

1923 - 2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

1942

Stillwater District, Custer National Forest

1943 - 1946
1949 - 1952
1952 - 1953
1953 - 1956
1956 - 1957
1957 - 1959
1959 - 1964
1964 - 1984

U.S. Army
Sula District, Bitterroot National Forest
Cabinet National Forest, Thompson Falls, MT
Gallatin National Forest, Bozeman, MT
Regional Office, Timber Management, Missoula, MT
Deerlodge National Forest, Butte, MT
Nez Perce National Forest, Grangeville, OD
Regional Office, Missoula, MT

Position(s)
Survey Crew for Roads to Chrome
Mines
Clerk
Administrative Assistant
Administrative Assistant
Administrative Assistant
Administrative Officer
Administrative Officer
Regional Budget Officer

Biography
J. R. “Bits” Stephenson born in Missoula on May 4, 1923. Growing up in
Missoula, he attended Missoula County High School (class of 1941) and
the University of Montana. He served in the Army during World War II in
the 3rd Army 13th Armored Division, during which time he took part in
numerous battles throughout central Europe.
Upon graduating from the University of Montana, Bits followed his father
into a career in the U.S. Forest Service, working in Missoula, Thompson
Falls, Butte, Bozeman, Grangeville, Idaho, and finally back in Missoula.
He retired as the regional budget officer in 1984 with 34 years of service.
His first job with the Forest Service was as a member of a survey crew
for surveying roads to access a chrome mine on the Stillwater Ranger
District in eastern Montana. Chrome was a critical metal for the war and
the Forest Service supported mining by constructing access roads to the
mine. Bits Forest Service specialty was administration, fiscal,
purchasing and budgeting.
Bits donated his Forest Service records and artifacts to the National Museum of Forest Service including
photographs of the first Forest Service automobile in the Northern Region (1919); newspaper articles about
his father, W. P. Stephenson, 1920 trip on Forest Service business from Missoula to Miles City and his
Notary Embossing Seal.
Bits loved the Montana outdoors, where he enjoyed elk hunting, skiing, camping, snowmobiling, mountain
biking, hiking and spending time at Flathead Lake well into his 80s. He was known as a true gentleman,
loving family man, not to mention creative handyman and tinkerer. He will be missed by all who knew him.

John C. (Cliff) Stephenson

1920 - 2003

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1945 - 1948
1948 - 1954
1954 - 1958
1958 - 1966
1966 - 1983

Location
Kaniksu NF, Sandpoint, ID
Bitterroot NF, Hamilton, MT
Northern Region Office (R1), Missoula, MT
Uncompaghre NF, Delta, CO
San Juan NF, Durango, CO

Position(s)

Administrative Services

Biography
Cliff was a second-generation Forest Service employee. After his discharge from the Army Air Corps in 1945,
he began his Forest Service career on the Kaniksu NF in Sandpoint, Idaho.
He worked in administrative positions in various assignments on forests and the Regional Office.
In 1948 he was transferred to the Supervisor's Office, Bitterroot NF Hamilton, Montana, and in
1954 moved to the Regional Office in Missoula. He worked in Administrative Services (then called
Procurement & Supply). His next move, in 1958, was to Region 2, where he was A.0. on the
Uncompaghre NF, Delta, Colorado. In 1966, he transferred to the San Juan NF in Durango,
Colorado.
He retired in 1983 after 41 years of Federal service.
Throughout his Forest Service career, Cliff's hobby was horses. By working with them and recognizing their
ailments, he treated both his own and Forest Service horses, giving them shots and medicine. This earned
him the nick name "Doc Stephenson."

Stan Stevenson

1915-unknown

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
1938-1943
1943-1946
1946-1952
1952-1955
1955-1957
1957-1971

Location
Sequoia National Forest Pinehurst, CA
Mendocino National Forest Mendocino, CA
Cleveland National Forest, San Diego, CA
Stanislaus National Forest Sonora, CA
Six Rivers National Forest Eureka, CA
Cleveland National Forest San Diego, CA

Position(s)
Head Fire Guard
District Ranger
Fire Control Office
Timber Mgmt and Land Exchange
Timber Staff Officer
Supervisor

Biography
On April 24, 1915, Stanley Ray Stevenson was born to Irma and Ray
Stevenson in the new home Ray had built for Irma the previous year.
Unfortunately for Irma, Ray's enthusiasm for building homes had
quickly withered in the fierce summer sun of Bakersfield, California;
and he had already joined the Forest Service doing Fire Prevention
Patrol along the Kern River. Irma found a renter for the house, and the
Stevenson family camped at Democrat Hot Springs that summer.
In the fall the Stevenson family moved to Havilah's abandoned jail, as it
could be made habitable and on Forest Service land. During the
summer they camped on Breckenridge Mt. a dozen miles from Havilah
by trail, to be closer to Ray's duties as Assistant Ranger. Stanley
learned to crawl and walk tied to the clothesline, as Irma feared losing
him in the forest. Oblivious to danger, Stanley happily explored nature.
Two years later, Ray became District Ranger in Isabella, where Ray
built a house and Ranger Station. When Ray needed employees or
volunteers, he was sometimes forced to prevail upon family members to fill positions. When not in school,
Stanley was of course available. One school break when he was six, Stanley kept his grandmother company
on the remote Sherman Peak Fire Lookout tower, hiding under the bed during frightful lightning storms; but
he sat his horse proudly, with a homemade felt hat, when he accompanied his father. Summers, they
inspected Fire Guard Stations, Lookouts, and grazing ranges on the Kern Plateau. By age 10, on a two week
trip along the summit of the Sierra Nevada in the Pinehurst Ranger District, he would help set and break
camp, fish, gather wood and have dinner started, which greatly impressed the grazing man from the
Supervisor's office. After the Converse Basin fire had been controlled, Stanley and his father walked the
creek siphoning water with an Evinrude pump to snuff out smoke sightings.
Stanley's first official Forest Service job was during the summer of 1927, when he was twelve. His father
hired him for a dollar a day, for three days, to deliver food and water to the fire crew. By 1930, he earned four
dollars a day for twenty-five days, again as "water boy" as well as cook's helper and for campground

cleanup. After two years of high school, his responsibilities included time keeper, crew boss and laborer,
cleaning campgrounds and brush along trails and roads, for 63 days. In 1933 he helped install telephone
lines from Delilah Lookout to Camp 4. He also learned to drill and blast to widen trails, so pack stock didn't
bounce off the wall and off the trail to their death.
In 1935 he attended the U.C. Agriculture Department of Forestry's month-long Forest Management Field
School in the Plumas National Forest. Students learned to measure the volume in board feet of logs and of
standing trees. Students were also taken to experience fire fighting, as a fire was nearby; but Stanley's father
had recently needed him for nearly a week to chop and dig brush on a fire out of Cecil Pack Station, so he
was excused from participating.
The summer of 1936 he worked on the Kern River and Kern Plateau, and the following summer he was a
Fire Guard on the Kings River.
In 1938 Stanley Stevenson graduated from the U.C. Berkeley College of Agriculture in Forestry. Stanley
became Head Fire Guard at Pinehurst, on the Sequoia National Forest. As Head Fire guard Stanley received
and dispatched supplies ordered by Guard Stations and road and trail crews, he responded to reports of fires
with an old fire truck after dispatching Fire Guards. Stanley also supervised the making of grapevine posts
from remaining redwood logs not destroyed in the Converse Basin fire. In April, He was assigned to
represent the Forest Service on a timber and Big Tree swap above Kernville, with the lumber manufactured
at Johnson's sawmill. He marked trees according to required percentages of species, oversaw road location
and construction and log scaling. He re-established the private National Forest boundary lines, as well as
managing mill and logging crews, who were also required to respond to nearby fire suppression calls. This
job was also seasonal. When logging ceased, he became a fireman for the company constructing the Camp
Roberts Military Training Facility. By spring he was back in Johnsondale. In the Fall he was temporary
Ranger at California. Hot Springs and he worked in the Supervisor's office in Porterville for winter. In the
Spring he was again in Johnsondale. In 1941 tent life was replaced by a newly constructed Forest Service
house above the mill town.
In 1943 Stanley transferred to the Mendocino National Forest as District Ranger on the Upper Lake Ranger
District, which was his first full time assignment.
In 1946 he transferred to the Cleveland National Forest, in San Diego, as the first Fire Control Officer, after
some large California fires. He began a review of equipment and personnel; and by developing an
organizational plan supported by justifying data, the four Southern-most National Forests received additional
funds and equipment. He wrote and illustrated a fire fighting method, tested at the Berkeley Forest Service
Experiment Station, which was then produced as the "Water Verses Fire" handbook.
In 1952 he transferred to the headquarters of the Stanislaus National Forest in Sonora, for timber
management and land exchange. Several exchanges involved the Pickering Lumber Company to save the
Big Trees, and later one acquired tract was added to the South Grove of Big Trees State Park. Stanley
assisted the Las Padres National Forest as a division boss on a large fire. For two years, several hundred
acres were reforested with Ponderosa seedlings. Stanley helped "Pop" Dirkson receive national recognition
for establishing a nursery of planting stock for new forests
In 1955 he transferred to the Six Rivers National Forest as Timber Staff Officer, in Eureka. An impressive
event occurred when the Simpson Lumber Company Mill won the bid for a nearby tract of forest for
somewhat more than a million dollars.
In 1957 he returned to the Cleveland National Forest as Supervisor in San Diego.
In 1971 Stanley Stevenson retired.

William Lemley Stewart
1943-1983

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Summer 1970
1972 - 1973
1973 - 1975
1975 - 1977

1978-1979
1979-1981
1981-1983

Location

Position(s)

Jackson Hole, Wyoming
Washington State University
Beaverhead National Forest, Ennis, MT
lntermountain Forest & Range Experiment
Station, Bozeman, MT

Extension Assistant
Range Manager
Extension Assistant

Washington State University

Range Scientist
Pesticide Specialist
Regional Ecologist

Northern Region, Missoula, MT
Northern Region, Missoula, MT

Biography
Bill was born on April 1, 1 9 43 in Seattle, Washington and named William
Lemley Stewart, the fourth son of Frank and Audrey Stewart. He was raised in
Everett, Washington and graduated from Everett High School in 1962.
He served in the U.S. Army from August 1965 until August 1967 and was
wounded in action while on duty in Vietnam.
He received an associate of arts and sciences degree from Everett Community
Colle g e in 1968 and a bachelor of science in range management from
Washington State University in 1971. Also in 1971, Bill was named the
"Outstanding Senior in Range Management.” In 1973, he received a Masters
of Science in range management from Washington State University. From the
same institution, he was awarded a Ph.D. in agronomy in 1981.
Bill began work for the U.S. Forest Service on Beaverhead National Forest in
1973. He was transferred to the regional office in Missoula in 1979 where he
worked until overcome by his fatal illness. He was highly regarded as an
expert in range ecology.
Bill was a family man whose commitment continued to grow through the years. He married Jo Anne Spencer
in 1966 and they had two children: a daughter, Amy, and a son, Nick. Bill was never prouder than he was of
his child ren. He loved them dearly and instilled in them an appreciation and interest in nature.
Being an avid fisherman and hunter, Bill's leisure time was usually spent out of doors. However, he was a
member of the Lolo Lions Club, Lolo Volunteer Fire Department, Disabled American Veterans, and Sigma
Xi, Alpha Zeta and Xi Sigma Pi. He is listed in Who's Who in the West. To have known Bill Stewart
is to have enjoyed a unique experience. A reflect ion on the good times, however, brings to mind his
many fine traits and the incomparable "Stewart style." No one had a greater zest for life, was more
irreverent toward inflexible institutions and pretense, was more, irrepressible. No one was more

determined to succeed. Straight forward, uninhibited, and intensely loyal, the meaning of friendship
took on a new dimension when one became a friend of Bill's. His kind ness was unexpectedly deep;
his concern, profound.
Bill had a rich sense of humor. If there were a Storytellers Hall of Fame, he would have been a charter
member, for his ability to tell and embellish a story was unrivaled. When he told them,
characteristically, his gesture s and manner usually said as much as his words.
Bill's zest for life, loyalty, wit, determination, and love has left its mark on those of us who knew him.
While we may feel a great sense of regret at not being able to continue to share life with him, we must
remember the "good times," and as Bill would often say about them, "it was worth a smile."

J. Herbert Stone
unknown

Alberta Stone
unknown

Forest Service Employee

Spouse

Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
Prior to 1951
1951 - 1967

Location
Various locations in Southern Region (8)
Pacific Northwest Region (6), Portland OR

Position(s)
Regional Forester

Biography
Herb Stone was the Regional Forester in Portland OR for 16 years during which great change occurred on
the National Forests in Region 6. Herb was a great leader. John (Jack) B. Smith said he spent many days
on horse trips with Herb into the backcountry on the Willamette and Wallowa-Whitman National Forests. He
was interested in everything and he did his share of camp duties. He was outstanding in every way.

Glenn Storms
1920-2009

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
Glenn was a retire U.S.F.S. Forester who died 11/8/2009 in Weaverville, Ca. Glenn, whom was 89 at the
time of his death, worked on a variety of National Forests in California, including the Klamath, Six Rivers and
Shasta-Trinity over many years. He is survived by his wife, Liz (Elizabeth) and a large family. Good Guy,
Glenn who put his all in whatever Forest Service tasks he was involved in. Glenn was not shy about putting
his oar into whatever waters of interest to him. A good guy, Glenn.

Robert Young Stuart

1883-1933

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
Robert Young Stuart, the fourth chief of the Forest Service was born in
the South Middleton Township, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, on
February 13,1883. He graduated with an A.B. degree from Dickinson
College in 1903, worked for a year in business, and then entered Yale
Forest School, receiving a master of forestry degree in 1906. He entered
the Forest Service the same year, working in a variety of jobs.
Stuart led the Forest Service in creating job opportunities for the
unemployed on the national forests, especially those dealing with the
road system. During his term, the McSweeney-McNary Act of 1928
promoted forest research, while the Knutson-Vandenberg Act of 1930
was designed to expand tree planting on the national forests. Stuart was
chief when the system of wilderness, primitive, and natural areas under
the L-20 regulations of 1929 came into place (replaced by the URegulations in 1939).
Many new national forests were established during his term of office,
especially through the South and Mid-West.
Stuart died tragically following a fall from his office on the seventh floor on October 23, 1933, which many
attribute to overwork.

Walter H. Sundell
unknown - 1989

Alice C. Sundell
1918 - 2001

Forest Service Employee

Spouse

Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Helena NF, MT
Beaverhead NF, MT
Custer NF, MT
Lewis & Clark NF, MT
Unita NF, UT
Boise NF, ID

Position(s)

Biography
Mrs. Sundell was born in Dillon, Montana. She attended Western Montana College. In 1943 she married
Walter H. Sundell. Walter was a career Forest Service employee living in Helena, Ennis, Ashland and
White Sulphur Springs in Montana. They were also assigned to Orem Utah and Boise Idaho. Alice
worked on the Boise NF.

Vernon Eugene Sylvester
1924-2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1942 - 1946
1946 - 1950
1951 -

- 1980

Location
U.S. Navy
Missoula, Montana
Sheridan Wyoming
Wise River, Beaverhead National Forest
Grangeville, Idaho, Nez Perce National
Forest
Elko, Nevada, Humboldt-Toiyabe NF
Reno, Nevada, Humboldt-Toiyabe NF

Position(s)
Smokejumper
Assistant Ranger
Ranger
Staff Officer for Range and Wildlife
Staff Officer for Range and Wildlife
Staff Officer for Range and Wildlife

Biography
Vernon was born May 29, 1924, near Lewistown to Arthur and Clara (Woolhiser) Sylvester. He attended a
one-room schoolhouse up Cottonwood Creek where the family homesteaded. He graduated from Fergus
County High School and enlisted in the U.S. Navy after the bombing of Pearl Harbor and honorably served
his country for five years. While in the U.S. Navy, he tested radar in airplanes used to detect German subs
on the east coast.
After his discharge from the service, he attended Montana State University in Missoula on the GI Bill. He
completed a bachelor’s degree in forestry in 1950. He worked as a smokejumper while attending MSU in
Missoula.
He married Katherine Ritenour who he had met at Lookout Pass Ski Area. They were wed in Pendroy on
Aug. 20, 1950. They lived on Porcupine Creek in Gallatin Canyon while he was working for Montana Fish &
Game. He began his career with the U.S. Forest Service in June of 1951. He served as assistant ranger in
Sheridan, as ranger in Wise River, and as staff officer for range and wildlife in Grangeville, Idaho, Elko, Nev.,
and Reno, Nev. He retired from the Forest Service in 1980 and moved to Stevensville.
He will be remembered for his generosity to those in need, tenacity for the care of the environment and his
tender heart for those he loved. He was active in St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. He was president of
Friends of the Mansfield Library. He was also active in Stevensville Civic Club, Pantry Partners, Forest
Service Retirees, National Smokejumpers Association, Ravalli County Democratic Support Group (Mule
Team) and numerous conservation organizations. He enjoyed steelhead fishing and skiing with his family.
Vernon Eugene Sylvester of Stevensville embarked on a new adventure in the early morning of June 18,
2011. He was lucky enough to pass quickly and die at home.
He is survived by his wife of 60 years, Kay, two sons and two daughters.

J. Kent Taylor
1933-2021

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1959

1979-1991

Location
Wasatch NF
Kamas Ranger Dist, Caribou NF
R-4 Regional Office
Fishlake NF & Ashley NF
Fishlake NF

Position(s)
Range Mgmt
Range Mgmt
Branch Chief of Recreation & Lands
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Kent was born on January 2, 1933 in Vernal, Utah. He spent most of his
youth helping his father farm and raising sheep in the mountains of the
Uinta Basin. This love of farming and of the mountains remained with
Kent the rest of his life. He earned a B. S. degree in Agriculture and
finished a M.S. degree in Range Management from Utah State
University in1959. His schooling was interrupted by two years of service
with the US Army in Fairbanks, Alaska.
Kent spent his entire professional career in the Intermountain Region of
the Forest Service. He was a member of the Society for Range
Management (SRM) for more than 30 years and was recognized as
“Rangeman of the Year” in 1990 by the Utah SRM section. He chaired
the national SRM publicity committee in 1985 and served as president of
the Utah SRM section in 1982. In 1986 Kent received the Secretary of
Agriculture’s Distinguished Service Award for his leadership in the Oak
Creek Mountain Coordinated Range Management Project.
Once you met Kent he probably considered you his friend forever. Kent was always in “perpetual motion”
and his retirement years were sufficient to wear out the average citizen. In addition to raising huge gardens,
he began breeding and raising Missouri Fox Trotter horses and at one time had a remuda of 17 of these
magnificent critters. Their good pedigree and training earned Kent several show awards and recognition.
His ultimate joy was riding and packing into the back country of Utah, Idaho, Colorado and Wyoming as he
was an active member of the Central Utah Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen. He was among the
original “Old Bulls,” a group of Forest Service retirees who spent many weeks annually making horse tracks,
packing, camping and telling tall tales along many hundreds of miles of trails in the Rocky Mountain West.
All this, including several “ass -over -teakettle” ski and horse wrecks, was accomplished without dislodging
the ever-present toothpick between his front teeth.

Jack Ward Thomas

1934-2016

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1966-1969
1969
1993-1996

Location
Morgantown, WV
Urban Forestry and Wildlife Research, MA
Washington, D.C.

Position(s)
Research Wildlife Biologist
Chief of the Forest Service

Biography
Jack Ward Thomas, the Forest Service's 13th chief, was born in Fort
Worth, Texas, on September 7, 1934. Thomas received a B.S. degree
in wildlife management from Texas A&M University in 1957, then his
M.S. in wildlife ecology from West Virginia University in 1969, and a
Ph.D. in forestry (natural resources planning) from the University of
Massachusetts in 1972.
Jack began his long career as a wildlife researcher with the Texas
Game and Fish Commission in 1957, moving in 1966 to join the Forest
Service in Morgantown, WV, as a research wildlife biologist, then in
1969 to the Urban Forestry and Wildlife Research Unit at Amhurst, MA.
Amid controversy about how new chiefs should be appointed, Thomas
was given the job on December 1, 1993, as a political appointee, the
first since Pinchot and Graves, with the assurance that he would be
converted to a career appointment through the Senior Executive
Service (through which chiefs Peterson and Robertson were
appointed). Thomas moved quickly to address a demoralized agency, with the public in opposition to
practically anything that the Forest Service proposed to do.

Hugh Thompson
November 2,1942-

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1961-1964
1965-1967
1968-1969
1970-1972
1973-1976
June 1976
1976-1981
1982-1986
1986-1998

Location
Black Hills National Forest
Eldon RD, Coconino NF
Pinedale RD, Sitgreaves NF
Tres Piedras RD, Carson NF
Taos RD, Carson NF
Tonto Basin RD, Tonto NF
Payson RD, Tonto NF
Gila NF
Dixie NF

Position(s)
Seasonal Employee
Forester
Range Con
Range Con
District Ranger
District Ranger
District Ranger
Range/Wildlife Staff
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Hugh grew up as a ranch kid on a South Dakota ranch started by his great grandfather. When the Forest
Service traded land for his grandfather’s homestead in 1905 to add it to the Black Hills NF (BHNF), he kept
the grazing permit, which is still in the family as of 2018.
After several years as a seasonal employee on the BHNF where he engineered a pilot’s license out of being
an aerial observer, he attended Colorado State University. He graduated as honor senior with a degree in
Forest/Range Management and a powerful land ethic. His first professional assignment was as a forester on
the Eldon RD, Coconino NF (1965‐1967). After he had to remark a timber sale because he marked trees
larger than the mill’s head rig, he was transferred with promotion to the Pinedale RD, Sitgreaves NF as a
range con. (1968‐1969). He and the District Ranger disagreed over the Ranger’s constant TV interference
from his ham radio tower. Hugh chopped the offending tower down and earned a transfer with promotion to
the Tres Piedras RD, Carson NF, (1970‐1972). This was one of the best career moves he ever made.
Hugh and his family loved Tres Piedras. He was transferred laterally as DFR to the Taos RD, Carson NF
(1973‐1976). At a time of smoldering friction between the Forest Service and segments of the Hispanic
population of Northern New Mexico, Hugh flourished with his acceptance of these folks and their wonderful
culture. Thus he was promoted to DFR on the Tonto Basin RD, Tonto NF. (1 month in June, 1976)
The first Friday on the Tonto Basin RD, they experienced a fast moving desert fire ignited by lightning. Hugh
spent the day on the fire. The next morning, he was called by the forest fire staff who proceeded to chew
him out for being on the fire and not at the Ranger Station. Hugh promptly informed the staff officer that he,
Hugh, was the District Ranger and that the forest staff was not. This set the stage for a friendship that lasted
until the Staff officer’s retirement. It was also the impetus for Hugh being laterally reassigned to the Payson
RD, Tonto NF (1976‐1981).
Upon arriving at the Payson RD, Hugh was tasked with weeding out the Payson Hot Shot crew as they were
suspected of smoking funny cigarettes in USFS vans on the way home from fires. During his tenure on the
Payson RD, Hugh managed to terminate 19 out of 20 of them. He also flew air patrol about 100 hours a
year, was a Type 2 Incident Commander and served on several Type 1 incident teams.

Hugh was transferred against his will but with promotion to Range‐Wildlife Staff on the Gila NF.
(1982‐1986). His reluctance was due to leaving his oldest son to finish high school in Payson. While on the
Gila NF, Hugh developed a healthy distaste for Forest Planning and made hundreds of miles of horse tracks
to prove it. In a brilliant career move, he lost three dollars to the Chief of the Forest Service in a seminar on
advanced statistics and was soon transferred with promotion as Supervisor of the Dixie NF (1986‐98).
Hugh’s time on the Dixie NF was marred by environmental turmoil. The Forest Service was in the process of
surrendering to the non‐use environmentalists and as a resource trained land manager Hugh soon
discovered that he not only had to battle the enviros but a good share of the Forest Service leadership as
well. He prevailed through several lawsuits but eventually sought retirement in 1998, having successfully
alienating both the enviros and his boss, the Regional Forester.
After two years “to blow off the stink”, he was recruited by the Utah Department of Natural Resources as
Deputy Director (2000‐2004). This was an enjoyable assignment as the Governor of Utah appreciated his
expertise in resource management and his largely adversarial relationship with the militants in the
environmental community. In 2004 Hugh returned to a small acreage in Northeast Wyoming where he
assists his family and neighboring ranching operations and lives in relative peace with his wife, Pam, two
horses and a red heeler.

Perry A. Thompson

1889-?

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1921-1930
1930s
1945-1946
1946-1950

Location
Colville, Whitman and Malheur National Forests
Willamette National Forest
Washington, DC
California Region

Position(s)
Forest Supervisor
Assistant to Chief Forester
Regional Forester

Biography
Perry Thompson was born in Conconcolly, WA in 1889. He worked
on the Colville National Forest before World War 1, and after the war
returned to the Colville in 1921. Between 1921 and 1930 Thompson
worked on the Colville, Whitman and Malheur National Forests. He
then went to the Santiam in 1930 and with the merger became
Supervisor of the Willamette.
He was keenly interested in recreation, and during his term as
Supervisor took advantage of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
program to advance recreation developments in the forest, and
recreation planning in the region.
In 1946 Thompson became Regional Forester of the California
region, in charge of recreation and lands management.
Notably, Thompson Ridge Trail near Kettle Falls, WA is named for
Thompson for his years of dedicated service to the agency.

Vern L. Thompson
1923-2020

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date (s)

Location

Position(s)

1947, 1949, 1950

Seasonal work with the Forest Service

1955–1957

Meyers Creek Ranger District, Region 1, Custer NF

Assistant Ranger

1957–1959

Ennis Ranger District, Region 1, Beaverhead NF

District Ranger

1959–1961

Yellowstone Ranger District, Region 1, Gallatin NF

District Ranger

1961–1965
,
1965–1967

St. Maries, Idaho, Region 1, St. Joe NF

Staff Director, Recreation Lands

Missoula, Montana, Region 1, Regional Office

Wilderness Management

1967–1970

Billings, Montana, Region 1, Custer NF

Staff Director, Range & Wildlife

1970–1976

Elko, Nevada, Region 4, Humboldt NF

1976–1978

Washington, DC, National Headquarters

Biography

Forest Supervisor
Assistant Director, Range Management
National Grasslands

Vern Thompson was born in Merrillan, Wisconsin, in 1923. His youthful
dream of moving “out west” was made real while serving in the United
States Coast Guard during World War II. It was on board the U.S.S.
Duane that he applied to the forestry school at the University of Montana
in Missoula and was accepted. As a veteran, he was able to use the GI
Bill to attend UM and graduated in 1950 with a degree in forestry.
After his freshman year at UM, in the summer of 1947, Vern became the
fire lookout at the Bonita Ranger District of the Lolo National Forest on
Slide Rock Mountain. Together with his new bride, Roxana, they kept
the dispatcher tuned in to the lightning strikes, smokes, and fire
locations. Vern got paid for working Monday through Friday, and Roxana
got paid for Saturday and Sunday. Slide Rock Lookout now stands on
the grounds of the Historical Museum in Missoula.
Vern performed seasonal work cutting Christmas trees in 1947, and
worked for J. Neils Lumber Company cruising timber near Libby,
Montana, in the summer of 1948. In the spring of 1949 he worked for the A.C.M. Timber Company setting
chokers on a logging operation in the woods east of Missoula. Then he worked as a seasonal employee
for the Forest Service at the Northern Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station taking

watershed samples of soils and vegetation on the Lolo, Coeur d’Alene, and Colville National Forests in
1949 and 1950.
In 1951, Vern worked for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) as a range conservationist in Whitehall,
Montana. He was a member of a three-man survey crew making range surveys in the Beaverhead,
Jefferson, Madison, and Meagher counties in Montana.
In 1953, Vern was assigned to the Big Dry District in Miles City, Montana,
still with the BLM. He traveled all over eastern Montana, north of the
Yellowstone River, and into western North Dakota working with ranchers
on grazing allotment plans.
Vern’s first permanent assignment with the Forest Service was as
assistant ranger on the Stillwater District on the Custer National Forest in
Nye, Montana, in 1955. Much of his time was spent working in the
Beartooth Wilderness.
In April 1957, he was promoted to District Ranger on the Beaverhead
National Forest in Ennis, Montana—an achievement he had been working
toward in his early career with the Forest Service.
Vern got a promotion to Yellowstone District Ranger with a move to
Livingston, Montana in 1959.
After three years in Livingston, he was promoted to the Lands, Recreation, and Watershed staff post on
the St. Joe National Forest in St. Maries, Idaho.
After 4.5 years on the St. Joe, Vern was transferred to the regional office in Missoula and worked in
wilderness management in 1965. The Wilderness Act had just been passed the previous year, and he

spent some of this time in Washington, DC, integrating the new law with the Forest Service manual
directives.
In 1967, Vern was promoted to the range and wildlife staff director on the Custer National Forest in
Billings, Montana. Vern enjoyed working with ranchers, university researchers, and range and wildlife
agencies while serving on the Custer.
1970 brought a promotion to forest supervisor on the Humboldt National Forest in Elko, Nevada, where
he served for six years.
In 1976, Vern was promoted to the range job in Washington, DC. He headed up the National Grasslands
program for two years, which involved working on the National Grasslands Forest Service manual
directives and travel to grassland units across the country. After working 30 years for the Federal
Government, he figured at his age it would be more enjoyable traveling the roads in Montana than fighting
the traffic in DC, so in 1978 he retired and moved back to Missoula and “Big Sky Country”.
Upon returning to Missoula, Vern was one of the retirees to start the Northern Region Forest Service
retiree organization along with John Milodragavich, Gary Nelson, Jack Puckett, Jack Bennett, and others.
He continued to meet with other retired members over the years to keep involved and stay updated with
the Forest Service and important issues concerning our public lands.
Vern was an ardent conservationist throughout his career, working to protect the land and the water that
we are blessed with in this country. He instilled these values in his four daughters and continued to fight
for the protection of our public lands.
He considered his career with the Forest Service—working with the ranchers, environmental
organizations, and all his friends and coworkers from the Forest Service, BLM and Soil Conservation
Service—as a rewarding time.
This summary of Vern L. Thompson’s career with the U.S. Forest Service has been provided by his four
daughters: Becky Brucker, Dana Ashman, Eileen Chontos, and Sarahjane Reed.

Robert W. Tice

1928-2009

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1958-1960
1964-1967
1967-1979
1979-1986
1986

Location
Snowy Range, WY; Medicine Bow NF
State and Private Forestry
Nebraska NF
R2 Regional Office

Position(s)
District Ranger
Cooperative Fire Control
Resource Staff Officer
Lands Adjustment Officer
Retired

Biography
This, from Bob’s dear wife, Mary:
Here's a bit of a bio on my very special husband.
The immediate family was here for a bedside service with Bob in
The ICU at Good Samaritan and then a memorial and wake on
Wednesday at Parry Park Club House. (While on the
ventilator Bob's written instructions to us included "Open the 'OLD
FORESTER' for a toast.”)
He amazed the nurses by being alert and able to write during the 3
days he agreed to try the ventilator while doctors looked for a
complete diagnosis, but then he insisted it be removed as planned.
He then continued to breath very slowly for a couple of hours which
enabled us to all hug him and kiss him goodbye without obstructing
tubes. His granddaughter Jenna sang "over the rainbow" to him and
we all sang "Amazing Grace" (though not as beautifully as Bob had always sung it.) The chaplain
and other members of the Palliative Care Team at Good Samaritan Hospital were with us, and
supported us while shedding· a few tears of their own. Bob had a gift for endearing himself to his
caregivers, with patience and humor no matter what his condition--One of many; reasons why he
was so loved by so many people.
Those who knew Bob will recall his amazing command of the forest manuals, his two ranger
districts at Centennial WY and at Alamosa- Rio Grande Nat. Forest. He then moved to head
Cooperative Fire Control, spent many years as Resource Staff Office for the NEBR. Nat Forest and
Grasslands, joined the Rare 2 Team for Region 2, moved into the Denver Regional Office as Land
Status Specialist.
He conducted many environmental ed classes for teachers and pupils on behalf of the FS as well.
After retirement he was a long-time volunteer at the then Museum of Natural History and taught
"The Cowboy," The Anasazi, The Fur Trader, and The Miner to student tours at the Colorado

History Museum. He drove for the Senior Resource Center and assisted with funerals at the
Archdiocese of Denver Mortuary where his way with people was much appreciated. He also
served on the Lakewood Liquor Authority and a couple of city planning task forces.
Bob loved the Forest Service as he knew it from the time he was cruising the high country on
Forest Timber Surveys in the sos--lately this former R2 Fire Behavior Officer and graduate of fire
training, had found the news a bit depressing.
Our three children were his highest priority and he frequently gave programs at their schools,
was a leader in both cub Scouts and Boy Scout Troops as well as being a resource person for
Girl Scouts and Brownies with Cindy and Sue. To add to his scouting capabilities he earned the
Wood Badge Award after a week of special training in New Mexico. He contributed his rich vocal
skills to church choirs in Chadron, NE and Lakewood, CO, as well as filling many positions on
Church Councils, and served as lay leader in two of the United Methodist Churches that he
attended.

John Stanley “Stan” Tixier
1932-2017

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

1959-1961
1962-1965
1966-1968
1969-1970
1971-1973
1974-1975
1976-1981
1982-1991

Coconino NF
Lincoln NF
Carson NF
R-3 Regional Office
Sitgreaves NF
Washington, D.C. Office
R-9 Regional Office
R-4 Regional Office

Range Conservationist
District Ranger
Range & Wildlife Staff
Asst Dir - Range Mgmt
Forest Supervisor
Range Staff
Deputy Regional Forester
Regional Forester

Biography
Stan was born February 15, 1932 in Clayton, New Mexico. In his youth
he lived with his parents in several places throughout New Mexico and
Mexico. Youthful summers were spent on his uncle’s ranch in Southern
Colorado. Stan served in the Navy as an air traffic controller for 4 years
starting in 1951 and in the reserves for 4 more years after that. He
received his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Range Management from the
University of Arizona in 1958 and 1959 respectively. While in college he
met and married Janice White in June of 1958 and she stayed faithfully
by his side the rest of his life.
Stan started his Forest Service career in 1959 on the Coconino National
Forest in Flagstaff, Arizona as a range conservationist. For the next 32
years he was stationed on the Lincoln and Carson National Forests, R-3
Regional Office , the Sitgreaves National Forest, The Washington D.C.
Office, the R-9 Regional office and ended his Forest Service career as
Regional Forester in the R-4 Regional office in Ogden, Utah. Stan was considered a “straight arrow” who
thought every decision through thoroughly and he always “went by the book.” While serving as R-4 Regional
Forester he also served as the first Chairman of the Inter-Agency Grizzly Bear Committee. He was active
throughout his adult life in the Society for Range Management (SRM) and served as national president in
1991-1992. The SRM conferred it’s prestigious Frederick Renner Award on Stan for his faithful leadership.
After retirement, Stan pursued further careers raising Missouri Fox Trotter horses and writing and performing
cowboy poetry. He achieved particular success in the later, performing often and winning several regional
contests. He was a charter member of the “Old Bulls” club, a group of Forest Service retirees which for
twenty years made millions of horse tracks in the back country of Idaho, Utah, Colorado, Wyoming and
Montana. Being a self-imposed perfectionist, he evolved into a “fair to midlin” camp chef. Stan was a
published author as well writing books entitled Green Underwear, A badge with a Tree, Riptide and A Good
Lookin’ Horse, all well received. He was also active in the community such a supporting Friends of the
Kaibab Squirrel and his church.

William T. (Tom) Tobin
unknown- 1996

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
Washington Office

Position(s)

Biography
Mr. Tobin was born in Nahma, Michigan. He is a 1950 graduate of Michigan State University with a
Bachelor's degree in forestry. He was a member of the Society of American Foresters. Tom was a US
Army Korean War veteran. He retired 1987 to Lady Lake Florida from Fairfax, VA

David B. Trask

1935-2017

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1956
1958-1961
1962
1962-1965
1965
1966-1974
1974-1986
1989-1994

Location
White Mountain National Forest
Green Mountain National Forest
Umpqua National Forest
Gifford Pinchot National Forest
Eastern Region Headquarters
Washington Office
Region 6
Lewis and Clark College

Position(s)
Junior Engineer
Forest Engineer
Forest Engineer
Forest Engineer
Staff Engineer, Transp. Planning
Engineer & Special Asst. to Chief
Director of Engineering
Dir. Exec. Seminar Program

Biography

Dave Trask and his wife Pam were proud parents of Steve,
Sue Ellen and Diana, grandparents of 6 and great
grandparents of 5 lively children. The following is a brief
remembrance of a life well lived.
Dave served the U.S. Forest Service over a 30-year career,
with increasing levels of responsibility, from forest, to regional,
to national levels. He began the journey as a junior Engineer
in Region 7 on the White Mountain National Forest in Laconia,
New Hampshire, directly after graduation from the University
of Maine and marriage in 1956.
From 1958 to 1961 Dave was Forest Engineer on the Green
Mountain N.F. in Vermont. Not long afterward, he landed a job
as a Forest Engineer on the Umpqua N.F. in Region 6, so at
27 years old, Dave, along with his wife Pam and their 2 young
children, headed west to Roseburg, Oregon. They were there only long enough to have a baby and buy a
house when in 1962 they were transferred to the Gifford Pinchot N.F. in Vancouver, Washington.
In 1965 Dave and his family were transferred to the Eastern Region Headquarters in Upper Darby,
Pennsylvania, where he worked as a staff engineer in transportation planning. Around the time of the
combining of Regions 7, 8 and 9, Dave was offered a position in the Washington Office in 1966 where he
worked until 1974. In his final year in Washington, D.C., he was assigned as special assistant to the Chief of
the Forest Service, John McGuire.
Their time out west had spoiled them, and when Dave was offered the position in 1974 as Director of
Engineering, encompassing the 19 Forests of Region 6 in Washington and Oregon, they packed up their

family and became Oregonians once more. At the time, at 39 years old, he was the youngest engineer to
serve in that position. In September 1982, Dave was selected to attend the prestigious Senior Executive
Service Program. He relished the challenge as Director of Engineering until retiring in 1986.
After about a year of retirement, Dave was offered the position as Director of the Executive Seminar Program
at Lewis and Clark College, which he led from 1989 to 1994, taking the reins from Ted Schlapfer who
designed and built the program. He spent these years bringing middle managers together from various
agencies to wrestle with current natural resource issues and gain insight into each other’s different
perspectives. Visiting the various sites of the resource issues was part of the unique seminar experience. He
focused on such issues as: Prescribed National Fire in the Greater Yellowstone Area; Land Management the
New Way; Resolving Competing Demand for Colorado’s Water in Coming Decades; Old Growth
Forestry/Forestry in Transition; Livestock Grazing on Public Lands; the Silver Fire – Controversy to
Recovery; Arctic National Wildlife Refuge/Environmental Protection in Prudhoe Bay; High Seas Drift Net
Fishing/Management of Marine Resources; National Policy for Natural Resources & Energy; Ecosystem
Management and Grizzly Bear Recovery; Recovery of Endangered Salmon Runs in Columbia River Basin;
Community Based Ecosystem Management/ Applegate Partnership.
He relished his career with the U.S. Forest Service. It was a cutting edge, exciting time to be on the ground
floor of Resource Management and as shared by one of his colleagues, “Dave often remarked how his time
as Director of Engineering for the Forest Service was the most rewarding position he could have ever
imagined. Dave had incredible abilities in recruiting and developing outstanding leaders and his staff was
nationally recognized as being part of the finest of Engineering organizations in the Forest Service. Dave
wasn't just an Engineer, he was keenly interested in the roles and needs of other organizations and he used
that knowledge to show by example what excellent customer service looks like. Dave made meaningful time
for everyone, he made them feel important. If there was a caravan leaving Dave would always be the last
one in the vehicle because he would be engaged with others and those he had been talking with always
walked away inspired by this fine leader. The mark of a leader is often measured by the people one
develops, and there are literally hundreds of leaders all over the Forest Service that attribute much of what
they learned to Dave Trask.”

William (Harry) Harrison Tuttle
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for William (Harry) Harrison Tuttle is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled
“Smokejumper Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Richard Tuttle
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Richard Tuttle is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

Robert R. “Bob” Tyrrel

1933-2010

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1958
1960
1961
1964
1965-1967
1968
1973

Location
USFS Hiawatha National Forest – Region 9
USFS Shawnee National Forest – Region 9
USFS Chippewa National Forest – Region 9
USFS Superior National Forest – Region 9
Job Corps Center - Minnesota
White Mountain National Forest
USFS Portland Oregon – Region 6

1977

Department of Interior Washington, D.C.

1979
1984

USFS – San Bernardino National Forest – Region 5
USFS – Shasta-Trinity National Forest Redding, CA –
Region 5

Position(s)
Summer Employee
Forester
Forester
District Ranger
Center Director
Forest Supervisor
Director of Program, Planning, and
Budget
Forest Service Representative to
the Heritage Conservation Service
Supervisor
Supervisor

Biography
Robert (Bob) Tyrrel died peacefully on May 5,2010 at his home in Redding of respiratory failure. He was
born November 28, 1933 in Albia, IA to Harold and Frances Tyrrel. He graduated from Roosevelt High
School in Des Moines, IA. Bob served in the U.S. Army from 1953-1955 and graduated from Iowa State
University in 1959 with a degree in Forestry.
He married Janet McBride at Nevada, Iowa in 1957. Bob was a summer employee for the U.S. Forest
Service on the Hiawatha National Forest in Munising, MI in 1958. After finishing college, he was
employed by the Forest Service on the Shawnee National Forest in MO and marked timber on four ranger
districts. One year later, he accepted a forester position on the Cut Foot Sioux Ranger District, Chippewa
National Forest in MN followed by the Assistant Ranger job on the Black Duck Ranger District. In 1961,
Bob was promoted to District Ranger at Aurora, MN on the Superior National Forest; in 1964, he became
District Ranger at Isabella, MN, which encompassed part of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area. From
1965 to 1967, Bob was Center Director for the first Job Corps Center in Minnesota near Isabella. He
worked one year in the Supervisor's Office in Duluth and was promoted to Forest Supervisor of the White
Mountain National Forest in Laconia, NH. In 1973, he transferred to Region 6 in Portland, OR where he
was Director of Program, Planning, and Budget. In 1977, Bob was detailed to the Department of Interior
in Washington, D.C. as the Forest Service representative to the Heritage Conservation Service to prepare
a National Recreation Plan. Bob was able to return to what he loved best in 1979 when he became
Supervisor of the San Bernardino National Forest in Southern CA He transferred to Redding in 1984 and
was Supervisor of the Shasta-Trinity National Forest until his retirement in 1992.
In retirement, Bob was active with the Forest Council and then the McConnell Arboretum at Turtle Bay,
serving as president of the Arboretum Council and chair of the annual plant sale. He became a Certified
Master Gardener and enjoyed his role as "tomato man". He was a member of the Shasta Rose Society
and provided his beautiful garden for a Rose Tour.

Bob was a member of the Pilgrim Congregational Church and served as Deacon and Head Usher. He was a
past member of Redding Rotary, served on Boy Scout Councils in MN and CA, and was made a Master
Mason at Lodge #293 in Biwabik, MN. Bob was a member and chair of the Northern California Forest
Service Retirees' Association, the National Museum of Forest Service History, Pacific Southwest Forest
Service Retirees, and Pacific Northwest Forest Service Retirees-"Old Smokeys".
Bob's love of the outdoors was shared with his family through fishing, hunting, camping, hiking, and skiing.
He is survived by Janet, his wife of 52 years, and children Kari Ayers of Las Vegas, NV; Lori Windsor
(Howard) of Temecula, CA; Steven Tyrrel (Lissa) of Lavina, MT; and Rodney Tyrrel (Angel) of Crestline, CA.
80b loved his family including grandchildren Alexander Ayers, Katherine Ayers, Rebecca Ayers, Heather
Windsor, Amanda Windsor, Lucas Tyrrel, Zachariah Tyrrel, Lanning Tyrrel, Jacob Tyrrel, and Samuel Tyrrel.
Bob's sister Nancy Theodore (Peter), sisters-and brothers-in-law JoAnn Halterman (Bob), Shirley McBride,
Judith See (Gary), aunts, cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends across the United States will miss him.

Union Camp Corporation
1861 – 1998

Cooperator
Biography
A diversified manufacturer, Union Camp made paper, packaging products, chemicals and wood products.
The company’s packaging products division made kraft paper and packaging, linerboard, corrugated
containers and flexible packaging and folding cartons for the US and international markets. Its uncoated free
sheet products included paper for copiers, laser printers, envelopes, desktop publishing, direct mail and
similar applications. Union Camp’s chemical products division was a majority shareholder in Bush Boake
Allen, an international manufacturer of flavors, fragrances and aroma chemicals. Its Forest Resources
Division managed a woodlands base of approximately 1.7 million acres.
The true genesis of the company was probably the invention of the first paper bag machine by Frances
Wolle in 1851; however, it wasn’t until 1861 that Wolle and partners formed Union Paper Bag Machine
Company in Bethlehem, PA to manufacture and sell machines for making paper bags. Union and others
consolidated as Union Bag and Paper Company in 1874 to manufacture and market its own bags. In 1883
Charles Stillwell invented the modern grocery sack,
Hudson Falls, NY became the primary paper and bag-manufacturing site. In 1892 spruce replaces jute fiber
in paper making, so Union begins acquiring timberlands. By 1900 Union controlled 80% of the US bag
market.
In 1911 the process was developed using southern pine for paper. In 1916 the company became known as
Union Bag and Paper Corp. In 1936 it began operations in Savannah, GA and acquired 200,000 acres of
timberland. In 1956 the name changed to Union Bag-Camp - Paper Corp. as a result of the merger with
Camp Manufacturing Company, Franklin, VA. Over the years there were numerous acquisitions and
expansions and in 1965 it became known as Union Camp Corporation. In 1966 the Savannah mill produced
over one million tons of product, a new world record. The company had paper mills, sawmills, plywood and
particleboard plants and converting plants in the U.S. and also had some foreign operations.
In 1991 the company completed major modernization and added the no. 8 linerboard machine in Savannah.
Making it the largest integrated pulp and paper manufacturing facility in the world.
On November 24, 1998 the buyout of Union Camp Corp. by International Paper was announced.
Union Camp had one of the best-managed forestry operations in the U.S. Forest Industry. It had
approximately 1.7 million acres of timberland in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
and Virginia.
Union Camp was a cooperator with the Forest Service in various University based cooperatives dealing with
various phases of forest research and management such as Naval stores, seedling nurseries, genetics,
fertilization, herbicides, insecticides, soils, site preparation, harvesting, etc. On several occasions, Union
Camp provided personnel to assist the Forest Service in the re-measurement of permanent forest inventory
plots.
Fred Haeussler, NMFSH Board member, served as a member of the advisory committee on State and

Private Forestry – Non-Industrial Private Landowners during the terms of Secretary of Agriculture Harden
and Butts while employed by Union Camp. Union Camp employed Fred for 37½ years until his retirement on
January 1, 1995.

FOOTNOTE:
In addition to Union Camp, International Paper bought out Champion International, Hammermill and Federal
Paper. With their land holdings and those of the acquired companies, International paper amassed a total of
14,320,000 acres of foreign and domestic forestland. 12,000,000 acres U.S.; 1,500,000 acres Brazil; and
820,000 acres New Zealand
As a result of the buy outs, International paper was highly indebted and immediately began selling lands in
the U.S. to reduce debt. They donated and sold lands and in 2007 they sold 6.6 million acres, which was the
bulk of their remaining lands in the U.S. This was a major factor in the decline of the forest industry
ownership of forestlands in the U.S.

Jack H. Usher
1924 - 2002

Forest Service Employee
Place, units or projects served
Date(s)

1963 - 1967
1967 - 1977
1977 - 1981
1981 - 1984

Location
Ochoco NF
Pomeroy District, Umatilla NF, Pomeroy WA
Fremont NF, Lakeview OR
Pacific Northwest Region (R-6), Portland OR
Northern Region (R-1), Missoula MT
Pacific Northwest Region (R-6)

Position(s)
District Ranger
Timber Staff
Assistant Timber Staff
Director Timber
Director Timber

Biography
Mr. Usher was born in California. Jack was influenced by his brother Jim's happiness and completeness in
his work with the Forest Service. After Jack's military service in the Pacific during in the US Navy, he
graduated from Oregon State University School of Forestry in 1949. During the Korean War he again served
in the US Navy. He was a fine employee, both line and Timber Staff in R-6 and then R-1. He was greatly
admired for his fine efforts.

James M. (Jim) Usher

1914 - 1997

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1938 - 1939
1941 - 1945
1945 - 1948
1948 - 1950
1951 - 1955
1955 - 1961
1961 - 1972

Location
Kootenai NF, MT
Libby District, Kootenai NF, Libby MT;
War Mapping & Guayule
Ochoco NF, Pineville OR
Cleveland NF, San Diego CA
Eldorado NF, Placerville CA
Washington Office
Intermountain Region (R-4), Ogden UT

Position(s)
Lookout
Assistant Ranger
Smokejumper (summer)
Forest Engineer
Forest Engineer
Forest Engineer
Assistant for Roads & Trails
Regional Engineer

Biography
Even as an adolescent, Jim wanted to be a forester. He graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Forest
Engineering from Oregon State University. With a vision handicap, being hired by the Forest Service
seemed problematical. But a working as a lookout summers as a student to later war mapping, Guayule
project and persistence, he finally made it. After that, he was always a Forest Service man. He loved the
Forest Service. He gave everything of his abilities and people skills to it.

Bayard R. "Bob" VanGieson

1921-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Rexford, MT

Various

Libby, MT
Troy, MT
Condon Ranger District
Custer National Forest Billings, MT
Lolo National Forest MT

Various
Various
Forest Ranger
Assistant Supervisor
Assistant Supervisor

Biography
Bob Van Gieson was born in Helena, MT on May 21, 1921, to Sanford and Mary
Burt Van Gieson. The family lived near Avon where his father owned and operated
a ranch and saw mill. They moved to Missoula when Bob was three. He attended
Willard Elementary School and graduated from Missoula County High School.
After high school, he worked at various jobs before attending Montana State
College, where he studied electrical engineering. When World War II broke out he
enlisted in the Army Air Corps. While in Bozeman he met the love of his life, Helen
M. Aubol, and they were married on April 2. 1944, in Roswell, N.M., where he was
undergoing flight training. Bob was a B-29 pilot in the Pacific Theater stationed on
the island of Tinian. He flew 37 combat missions over Japan.
After the war, he went into the logging business for a short time, and then resumed
his education at the University of Montana, graduating with a degree in forestry.
Bob worked for the U.S. Forest Service in various capacities in Rexford, Libby and Tray, Montana and then
as the Forest Ranger at the Condon Ranger District. He was promoted to Assistant Supervisor of the Custer
National Forest in Billings. He was part of the team that placed a register box on top of Granite Peak, the
highest point in Montana. He later transferred to the Lolo National Forest as the Assistant Supervisor where
he was in charge of timber sales and fire control. As the Northern Region's number one fire boss, he was in
charge of fighting several of the largest fires in the area. His crews never had a fire get away from them.

T.H. (Tom) VanMeter

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location
R1
R4

Biography
INFORMATION PENDING

Position(s)
Assistant Regional Forester
Assistant Regional Forester Operations R4

Harry Hasbrouck (Rip) Van Winkle

1901-1989

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1923

Location
Monticello Ranger District, LaSal NF

Position(s)
Fire Fighter, laborer

1957-1963

Sawtooth & Lemhi National Forests
Wyoming & Boise National Forests
Teton National Forest
Regional Office, Ogden, UT.
Teton National Forest

Assistant Forest Supervisor
Recreation & Lands
Forest Supervisor

Biography
Rip, as he was affectionately known to his friends, was born June 3, 1901,
on a ranch near Roscoe, outside of Red Lodge, Mont., the son of George
Washington Goss Van Winkle, an Episcopal priest, and Zerellda W. Pilkinton.
His parents originally met in New Jersey and traveled west to help the
father's asthma condition. Rip was the last of 10 children. His mother died
when he was six and his sister Grace was given the task of raising him. His
father died when he was 13.
The family moved to Virginia City, Mont., during his grade school days. He
went to high school in Billings while the family lived in Columbus, MT. He
went on to graduate from the University of Montana in Missoula with a
degree in forestry in 1927.
While still a college student, Rip began his long service career for the
federal government in July 1923 as a firefighter and laborer for 35 cents an
hour. He also worked as a lookout, forest guard and a member of the timber crew.
His first appointment came as a forest ranger on the Monticello Ranger District of the La Sal National
Forest in Utah. He also served on the Sawtooth and Lemhi National Forests in Idaho and the old
Wyoming National Forest.
His career continued at a rapid pace when he was transferred to the, Boise National Forest. His next
assignment was assistant forest supervisor on the Teton National Forest. Following this he went to
the regional office in Ogden as a staff officer in recreation/ lands. His final assignment was forest
supervisor on the Teton National Forest from 1957 to 1963. He loved the outdoors and always
worked to contribute to a better environment.

Gustav (Gus) Verdal

1922 - 2001

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
1958 - 1962
1962 - 1978

Clearwater NF, Orofino, ID
Coeur d'Alene NF, Coeur d'Alene ID

Fire Staff Officer
Fire Staff Officer

Biography
Mr. Verdal was a World War II veteran flying 35 combat missions in a B-17 over northern France. He
began his Forest Service career in 1950. Gus was a "super" (provocative) Fire Staff Officer on the
Clearwater and Coeur d'Alene National Forests. He served as a fire boson numerous large fires in
Region One. Fire seasons of 1961 and 1967 very dry and with active fires.

Roger Allen Ward

1941-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

1988

1998

Location
Nez Perce National Forest, Elk City
Idaho Panhandle National Forest, Priest Lake, Idaho
Kamiah, Idaho Office Clearwater NF
Office Nez Perce NF, Supervisors Office, Grangeville,
Idaho

Position(s)
Forester
Forester
Silviculturist
Silviculturist
Retired

Biography
Roger Allen Ward was born October 16, 1941 in Kokomo, Indiana. Rogers
passion for fishing began at a young age and his desire to move West. He
wanted to be near the mountains and forest. After graduating from Kokomo
High School in 1959, he attended Purdue University. After graduating with a
degree in forestry, he began his Forest Service career as a forester on the
Deerlodge National Forest, Philipsburg Ranger District, Philipsburg,
Montana.
Roger's desire to serve his country overrode his dreams of the West. He
joined the U.S. Navy and attended U.S. Navy Officer Candidate School.
Roger served his country as a lieutenant on the aircraft carrier USS Bon
Homme Richard wit deployments to Vietnam. Following his service to our
country, Roger returned to the forest that he dreamed about. He went to Elk
City, Nez Perce National Forest, as a forester. Roger was next transferred to
Priest Lake, Idaho, Idaho Panhandle National Forest, where the fishing was much better.
He heard rumors of a great fisherman and wanted to meet him. Little did he know that he would fall in love
with the man's daughter, Kathryn Bierman. Kathy and Roger were married February 5, 1972, in Spokane. It
wasn't long before their family started to grow. Their first child, Rob, was born December 13, 1974.
Roger was a member of The Society of American Foresters. While on a study tour with them, he was able to
tour New Zealand and Australia. Fortunately, Kathy and Rob were able to meet him in Australia. While
working full time, raising a family and fishing, Roger managed to continue his education. He received his
master's degree in silviculture from the University of Idaho.
Roger transferred to the Kamiah office, Clearwater National Forest, and the Ward family made Kamiah their
home. Ashley joined the family Jan. 31, 1988. He worked at the Kamiah office for several years before
transferring to the Grangeville office, where he retired in 1998.
After retirement, Roger stayed busy. He was a master at Dutch oven cooking. He enjoyed cooking for others
and teaching classes with his son. Roger was a fourth-degree black belt in Goju Shorie karate and attended
Ron Reed's School of Karate. He loved to fish, camp, hunt with his wife and float the river with his family and
friends. He was known to sharpen your knife when he stopped by. He liked to watch NASCAR and football,

smoke fish and was a fine woodworker. Roger was a friend to all who knew him. He is loved and will be
missed.

Randall Warner

1952-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
2004-2015
2003
2003
2003

Location
Coconino NF, Flagstaff, AZ
Coconino NF, AZ
Payette NF, ID
Payette NF, McCall, ID

2002-2003

Region 4, Ogden, UT

2000-2001
1990
2007-2008

Arapaho Roosevelt NF, Idaho Springs, CO
White River NF, Rifle, CO
Museum of FS History, Missoula, MT

Position(s)
Fire Lookout
Recreation Technician – Volunteer
Back Country Ranger – Volunteer
Guard Station Attendant – Volunteer
Architectural Historian Assistant –
Volunteer
Information Receptionist – Volunteer
Recreation Technician – Volunteer
Volunteer

Biography
Randall Kent Warner was born in Wichita, Kansas. He moved with his
parents and siblings to Evergreen, Colorado, Canoga Park, California,
and finally Arlington, Texas. He spent his last fifteen years with the U.S.
Forest Service, primarily in the Flagstaff area. Randall lost his battle with
cancer with courage, but hoped every day to return to his fire watch
tower and the public service he valued above all else.
Randall was a proud protector of the town and its people. In the course of
his job at the Mount Elden Fire Watch Tower, he watched over Flagstaff
as sentry, our first line of defense against fire. If he spotted and reported
a fire, he would take a moment as soon as possible to make a call to any
friends that could be affected. He was proud of his role...he served a
purpose that was dear to him. He would almost always be wearing a hat,
vest, or jacket with the Forest Service emblem. It was a major part of what made Randall unique to us. It
defined who he was, and his dedication never wavered.
In Colorado in the early 60's, Randall was always roaming the mountains in Evergreen. In the late 60's, he
was one of the first hippies…not easy in southern Texas. Randall was part Cherokee from his mom's side of
the family. He was always strongly drawn to Native American lore and history, spending time and gaining
adoption with the Arapahoe Reservation in Oklahoma.
As a friend in his later years, his sense of humor and generosity stood out. Beneath his rough exterior was a
big hearted, gentle man. He didn't forget birthdays, and he'd have a gift for you too. He valued his friends
and reached out to them often. We also shared a love for music with Randall. Live music in town would often
bring Randall together with his friends. We became fond of Randall and he will be greatly missed.

Randall worked as a volunteer for Ogden Ranger District on a project
cataloging blueprints of all Forest Service buildings (1933-1997) with the
Intermountain Region (R-4) Architect Historian Richa Wilson.
Randall was a supporter and volunteer for The National Museum of
Forest Service History. He served as a volunteer for the Forest Service in
many roles before settling in as a Fire Lookout, a testament to his
dedication to public service and his undying love for the forest.

Frank Watson

unknown - 1975

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1946-1956
1956-1962
1963
1963-1971
1971-1974

Location
Sequoia NF, Hume Lake RD
San Bernardino NF, Cajon RD
Fire Hose Standardization Project, SO Zone, R5
San Bernardino NF, SO
Don Pedro Recreation Agency, Don Pedro Reservoir

Position(s)
Fire Control Officer
Fire Control Officer
Project Manager
Asst. Fire Management Officer
Asst. Director Recreation Agency

Biography
Frank began his career on the Sequoia NF, in the 1940’s and became the FCO on the Hume Lake RD. In
the late 1950’s he transferred to the Cajon RD on the San Bernardino NF as FCO.
He served that position until 1963, when he accepted a detailed position to the Equipment Development
Center at San Dimas, heading up a project to standardize fire hose couplings amongst all fire agencies.
Upon completion of that project, he accepted the position of Assistant FMO on the San Bernardino NF,
working for both “LRBs” : Lynn Biddison and Lloyd Britton.
After his retirement in 1971, he was the Asst. Director of the Recreation Agency for Don Pedro Reservoir,
operated by the Turlock and Modesto Irrigation Districts.

Gordon L. Watts
1918 –2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

1946 – 1951
1951 – 1955
1955 – 1959
1959 – 1963

Boise National Forest
Challis National Forest
Targhee National Forest
Washington, D.C.

1963 – 1966

Intermountain Region

1966 – 1973

Intermountain Region

Position(s)
Assistant Forest Ranger, Forester, Ranger
Assistant Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Legislation Liaison
Asst. Regional Forester for Watershed and
Multiple Use Management
Deputy Regional Forester

Biography
Gordon L. ("Gordy") Watts, age 92, died peacefully on October 6, 2011, at
home in Carmel Valley, CA after a brief illness. At his side were his
beloved wife, Virginia E. ("Ginnie") La Belle Watts, and all his children.
Watts was born December 12, 1918, in Boise, Idaho. His parents were Lyle
F. and Nell (Bowman) Watts.
Watts attended grade schools in McCall, Idaho, Ogden and Logan, Utah,
and Missoula, Montana. He attended the University of Chicago for two
years. After three years at the University of Michigan Ann Arbor, he
graduated cum laude with a bachelor's degree in forestry and conservation
in 1941. During his college years, Watts worked summers for Forest
Service experiment stations in Idaho and North Carolina; on a forest pathology expedition in Alaska; and at
the University of Michigan's forestry camp.
Drafted as a private early in World War II, Watts attended basic engineer training, followed by engineer
officers' candidate school at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. He served for three years as regimental adjutant for an
engineer general services regiment in Louisiana, England, and France. He retired with the rank of major.
Gordy met the true love of his life, Virginia LaBelle at the senior graduation ball at the University of Michigan.
They were married in Ft. Belvoir on November 26, 1942; then both went off to serve the country in World
War II. After the war, they raised a family, as Gordy followed his father's example (former Forest Service
Chief Lyle Watts), managing the national forests of the intermountain west.
During his career with the U.S. Forest Service, Watts served as an assistant forest ranger, forester, and
forest ranger on the Boise National Forest (1946-51); as assistant forest supervisor on the Challis National
Forest (1951-1955); as forest supervisor on the Targhee National Forest (1955-59); in legislation liaison and
reporting in the Forest Service Washington, DC office (1959-63); as assistant regional forester for watershed
and multiple use management in the Intermountain Region (1963-66); and as deputy regional forester for the
Intermountain Region (1966-73).
In 1973, Watts accepted a specialist assignment on a 7-member U.S. Department of Agriculture advisory
team which went to Iran for 18 months to try to help improve that country's agricultural economy. Watts'

assignment involved grazing land management. After completing this assignment, Watts retired on March
15, 1975, with 34 years of service (including time in Army). In 1976, he and Ginnie moved from their home in
Ogden, Utah to Carmel Valley, California.
Watts was a member of several organizations through his profession, including the American Association for
the Advancement of Science (Fellow), the Society of American Foresters (Emeritus), the Federation of
American Scientists, the Soil and Water Conservation Society, the Range Management Society,
Intermountain Forest Service Old Timers Club, the National Museum of Forest Service History, and the
Forest History Society.
Gordy's hobbies included song-writing, rock collecting, archeology, bird-watching, gardening, hiking, solving
puzzles, reading, collecting stamps, and communing with nature.
He is survived by his cherished, loving wife of 68 years, Ginnie Watts, their six children, ten grandchildren,
and three great-grandchildren.

Lyle Ford Watts

1890-1962

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

Biography
Lyle Ford Watts, seventh chief of the Forest Service, was born in Cerro
Gordo County, Iowa, in 1890. He was a graduate of the Iowa State
College School of Forestry earning both the B.S. in Forestry in 1913 and
the Master of Forestry degree in 1928. He entered the Forest Service in
1913.
Much of Watts' attention focused on planning what the national forests
and the Forest Service would be like after the war. The aftermath of the
war saw many of the Gls going back to college, with the fields of
professional forestry and engineering taking many candidates through to
graduation. Watts encouraged the Forest Service to hire these new
graduates to assist in the development of forest road systems and
intensively managed, sustained yield forests.

James Wenban

1916 - ~1980

Forest Service Employee
Places units or projects served
Date(s)
1950 - 1953
1953 - 1957
1957 -1962
1962 - 1968
1969 - 1974

Location
Lake George District, Pike NF CO
Alaska Region (R-10) Juneau
Rocky Mountain Region (R-2) Denver
Roosevelt NF
Northern Region (R-1), Missoula MT

Position(s)
District Ranger
Personnel Officer
Personnel Officer
Forest Supervisor
Deputy Regional Forester

Biography
Mr. Wenban was born in New York and graduated in forestry from Syracuse University. He was a US navy
veteran of World War II. He received a Masters Degree in Public Administration from George Washington
University. Assigned to the Forest Service's Washington Office. In 1946 he was reassigned to Region 2. In
1967 - 1968 he was the Task Force leader for the personnel program system review.

Florence H. Wenger

1913 - 1989

Cooperator
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1943 -1944

Location
Forest Service and Soil Conservation Service
Civilian Public Service Camps

Position(s)
Dietitian

Biography
Florence was raised near Toledo Ohio. She was a teacher for 44 years. She wanted to become an
Extension Home Economist but changed direction to teaching after she was injured at school and the death
of her mother. Later she attended Bowling Green College and Ohio State University. Florence studied
Kindergarten-Primary education and received a two-year diploma. She married Roy Wegner in 1942.
Florence accompanied Roy Wegner to the Civilian Public Service (CPS) Camp at Seeley Lake, MT early in
World War II. The CPS camp was training smokejumpers. She participated in the strenuous training and
was ready for the practice jumps, but was not permitted to. She felt cheated. Florence became a dietitian at
two CPS camps.
CPS camps were operated during World War II by the government to provide drafted conscientious objectors
alternative civilian public service. The camp at Seeley Lake on the Lolo NF trained young men as
smokejumpers. During the war, the Japanese launched balloons carrying incendiary devices to start fires in
western United States. The balloon effort was a failure since the Japanese started very few forest fires.

Karl F. Wenger

1918-2010

Forest Service Employee
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)
-1975
1994-1998
1996-2003

Location
Rocky Mountain Research Station, CO
Virginia
Virginia

Position(s)
Director
Virginia Tree Farm Committee
Virginia Water Control Board

Biography
Dr. Wenger, whose forestry career started in Virginia and ended in Colorado, died Sunday in Tappahannock,
where he was hospitalized after suffering a heart attack and stroke in August. The Tappahannock resident
was 92.
Born in Springfield, Mass., he entered first grade unable to speak English because his immigrant parents
spoke German at home. He absorbed his love of nature from his mother, Bucher said, and knew his career
path early in life.
During World War II, he served stateside with the Army Air Forces and later served 25 years with the Air
Force Reserve.
He earned a doctorate in forestry at Duke University and worked in Franklin and Buckingham before going
on to forestry stations in North Carolina, Florida and New Orleans.
At family dinners and holidays Karl Frederick Wenger always recalled the year he and two companions
walked Virginia, conducting a forestry survey.
A 20-something newly graduated in forestry from the University of Maine, he noted the kinds of trees, how
old they were and their condition.
"And he told about the way people lived back in the hills, how kind they were in helping them and how they
fed them," said his daughter, Karlynn Bucher of Tappahannock.
"He said all one woman had been cornbread and onions. She gave him an onion sandwich. He enjoyed it
immensely."
He was a man who "made sure of his science before he would make pronouncements of any kind," his
daughter said. He served as president of the Society of American Foresters; edited the Forestry Handbook
still in use; and was associate editor and editorial consultant for the Journal of Forestry, which says it is the
most widely circulated scholarly forestry journal in the world.

After retiring in 1975 as director of the Forest Service's Rocky Mountain Research Station at Fort Collins,
Colo., Dr. Wenger bought land on Betts Mill Creek, a spot he remembered from his early days in Virginia.
"He bought a 36-foot fiberglass hull and built an entire sailboat by himself," his daughter said. He sailed the
Chesapeake Bay with his wife.
He also immersed himself in activities of local and state forestry chapters.
Dr. Wenger was a voracious reader all his life until a stroke affected his vision and he couldn't read. "He
wanted to do something, he'd read. He taught himself calculus," his daughter said.
He served on the Virginia Tree Farm Committee from 1994 to 1998, was part of a 1998 joint legislative
committee to study the impact of chip mills on Virginia, and served on the Virginia Water Control Board from
1996 to 2003.
He was a former president of Rotary International in Tappahannock.
In addition to his daughter, survivors include his wife of 68 years, Naureene Springer Wenger; a son, Karl F.
Wenger Jr. of Bedford, Pa.; and six grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

Richard H. Wengert

1930-2013

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1950
1954
1958
1961
1966
1970
1972
1974-1993

Location
Missoula, MT
Ouachita National Forest, AR
Francis Marion National Forest, SC
Pike National Forest, CO
Black Hills National Forest, SD
Ouachita National Forest, AR
Chattahoochee/Oconee National Forest, GA
Daniel Boone National Forest, KY

Position(s)
Smokejumper
Forester, District Ranger
District Ranger
Fire, lands, Recreation Staff Officer
Timber Staff Officer
Timber Staff Officer
Deputy Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor

Biography
RICHARD HUGO WENGERT passed in January of 2013. Dick started his
career in forestry when he went to Purdue University and obtained a
bachelor’s degree in Forest Management. Upon graduation, he was
drafted into the Army and went to Korea for 2 years. One of his final jobs
as a sergeant was to give the American servicemen who had been held as
prisoners of war in North Korea, U.S. clothing when they walked across
the “Freedom Bridge” into South Korea and freedom.
Upon arriving home he married Patricia Kerr Wengert and together they
raised 4 children as they traveled the United States with Dick’s job as a
forester with the U.S. Forest Service.
During his 39-year career with the U.S. forest Service he inspired
hundreds of employees on numerous national forests in resource
management practices and conservation. Dick started his U.S. Forest
Service career as a smokejumper in 1950 and ended his career as Forest
Supervisor of the Daniel Boone National Forest. Upon his retirement it
was said that “every aspect of the Daniel Boone National Forest improved under his administration, including
the overall health of the forest, fish and wildlife resources, recreational opportunities and the education and
training of young people”. For 24 years he also served as a member of or as Fire Boss of the National Fire
Overhead Team that was used nationwide in wildfire suppression efforts.
Dick was recognized in so many ways they cannot all be listed, but some he was the most proud of were his
election as a Fellow in the Society of American Foresters; Forest Conservationist of the Year from the
League of Kentucky Sportsmen; Leadership Award for Conservation and recovery of Threatened and
Sensitive Species on the Daniel Boone National Forest from the USDA; Certificates of Appreciation from the
Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources and U.S. Senator McConnell; Leadership Award from

Job Corps; Presidents Awards form Kentucky Forest Industries Association; and the Conservation Award
from Kentucky Environmental Quality Commission.
Dick retired in 1993, but in 1996 forestry pulled at Dick once again and he started a business as a consulting
forester. He relished getting out into the woods once again, among nature and the trees that he so loved. He
provided woodland owners expert advice in trespass and insurance claim cases along with helping them to
generate the maximum dollar return from their woodlands while keeping their property aesthetically pleasing
to the eye.
Dick was a woodworker extraordinaire building cradles and rocking horses for his grandchildren. He built
them toys that two generations have enjoyed. He spent hours with his grandchildren teaching them to
respect nature while enjoying it to the fullest.
He was an active lifetime member in the Society of American Foresters, League of Kentucky Sportsmen,
Purdue Alumni Association, American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the National Rifle Association.
He was also a member of Kentucky Forest Industries Association, Kentucky Association of Consulting
Foresters, Association of Consulting Foresters of America, National Arbor Day Foundation, American
Chestnut Association, Ducks Unlimited and the Korean War Veterans Association.

John O. Wernham

1908 – 1998
Betty Wernham
unknown

Forest Service Employee

Forest Service Spouse

Places, units or projects where person served
Date(s)
1930
1933
1944-1946
1936
1950s

Location
Started Forest Service career
Shawnee National Forest, Illinois
U.S. Navy
Rosiclare, ILL Ranger District, Shawnee NF
Washington Office, Washington DC

1958-1966
1966-1969
1969
1969-1972
1972

Ottawa National Forest, Michigan
Superior National Forest, Minnesota
Eastern Regional Office, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Eastern Regional Office, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Retired

Position(s)
Acquisition Forester
Naval Officer
District Ranger
2.5 yrs
Forest Supervisor
Forest Supervisor
Director Recreation
Assistant Regional Forester

Biography
John O. Wernham was born November 4, 1908 in Marengo Illinois. He
received his Masters Degree in Forestry from the University of Michigan, in
1931. He began working for the U. S. Forest Service in 1930 and served in
many positions in that agency during the next 42 years. John retired in 1972
as Assistant Regional Forester in the Eastern Region, stationed in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

1969 Photograph

In 1933, John was the first land acquisition employee on the Shawnee
National Forest in southern Illinois. In December, 1934 he married
Elizabeth New, of Harrisburg, Illinois. During World War II he served as a
Naval Officer from 1944 to 1946.

He became Supervisor of the Ottawa National Forest from 1958 to 1966,
then Supervisor of the Superior National Forest in 1966. In 1969 John transferred to the Eastern Regional
Office in in Milwaukee, Wisconsin initially as Director of Recreation and later as Assistant Regional Forester.
He retired from the Forest Service 1972, and in 1977 he and wife, Betty, moved to Palm Harbor, Florida.
As the Region's first Acquisitions Chief John traveled in the "dirty 30s" to the Shawnee Purchase Units. His
October 1933 trip is recorded in The Land We Cared For ... A History of the Forest Service's Eastern Region.
With his typical enthusiasm and vigor, John spoke several times a day to hundreds of poverty-stricken
farmers to explain the policies and needs of the Forest Service and the opportunity for quick land sales. In

the first year of operation, 1933-1934, a total of 40,888 acres in options was approved on 263 tracts. By 1939
the Forest Service had purchased or optioned 183,446 acres and President Roosevelt proclaimed the
purchase units as the Shawnee National Forest.
Within his organizations, John gave equal attention to all employees regardless of their standing. His
presence at a technician's retirement was as likely as at a Ranger's or Staff Officer. There was no class
distinction in dealing with employees across the organizational spectrum.
He commanded the greatest respect even among the worst of foes of Forest Service policy. He could quickly
disarm his most vocal opponents with his warm and congenial manner. John much preferred adversaries in
his midst rather than having them sniping from a distance. His logic and understanding of his subject often
made his position secure and well reasoned.
As Supervisor of the Superior National Forest he exhibited great skill in keeping the BWCA "volcano" from
exploding. Administering "roadless and wilderness" areas required· great skill even before passage of the
Wilderness Act in 1964. Passage of the Act and the Secretary of Agriculture's regulations for the BWCA
permitted logging, road building and motor boats in one-of-a-kind unit of the national Wilderness
Preservation System. It was a design for disaster for administrators, but John kept the lid on and practiced
multiple use, which was highly respected by the local folks, the loggers, canoers, boaters, and even some of
the environmentalists and preservationists. His skill in handling international diplomacy and resource
management was highly regarded by his counterparts in neighboring Canada.
Betty Wernham had just one request of her husband when he was sent in 1936 to be the new forest Ranger
at Rosiclare, Illinois on the Ohio River: "Try to find us a house on the hill."
From Betty:
John's Ranger Station office was an old store building on the main street, just two blocks from the river. The
building was owned by Judge Miles, who loved to stop in and chat with the Forest Service men, always
pointing to a mark on the wall near the back of the office and saying, "See that mark up there? That was
where the water level was in the 1913 flood. Never saw that much water before--never will again!"
And then, on January 19, 1937, things changed, and in a hurry. For days we had watched the river rise from
its banks, a little at a time. By morning our world had changed considerably. Betty was awakened at 7:30
a.m. by the ringing of the phone. It was our grocer, whose store was downtown on the main street. He was
wading around the store in hip boots and said he'd be glad to fill a large order for me before he had to get out
of the store. Together we made a list of things I might need for cooking and eating for the next three weeks. I
remember he insisted I take a small ham, two large beef roasts, pork chops, cheese, butter, flour, several
dozen eggs, cereal, canned fruit and juices and more. I was very young and very overwhelmed, and later I
was glad he talked me into taking all those products.
A half-hour later John came in from the field. He brought his Assistant Ranger, Bob Obrist, his wife, Helen,
and their little girl, Georgia, to our house and said they'd have to live with us for awhile. The Obrists' house
was already partially under water.
The men went downtown and moved their whole office upstairs to the second floor of the building, because
as everyone knew the water would never get that high. The men from the CCC camps came into town to
help too. One of the first uses of the boats was to move the Forest Service office from the second floor of the
building and up to our house. Furniture was moved out of our dining room to accommodate two desks and
filing cabinets from the Forest Service office. The Ranger's warehouse was moved into our basement.
Never have we been more proud of our Forest Service men than during that critical time in that place. They
worked tirelessly, doing an endless amount of good. And my little four-room house on the top of the hill
served a lot of people too!

Lage Wernstedt
Smokejumper Experiment
1939

The biography for Lage Wernstedt is contained in the Honor Roll entry titled “Smokejumper Experiment.”
It can be found in the volume containing the letter “S.”

W. Jane Westenberger
1921 - 2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1964
1966
1967-1971
1971-1974
1974-1988

Location
Southern California
California State Senator Fred Farr
Lake Tahoe Visitor Center, Eldorado
National Forest
Forest Service Regional Office, San
Francisco, CA
Forest Service National Headquarter,
Washington, DC
Forest Service Regional Office, San
Francisco, CA

Position(s)
School Teacher
Staff Assistant of Environmental Education
Seasonal Naturalist
Conservation Education Specialist
Branch Chief Environmental Education
Regional Director Public Affairs

Biography
W. Jane Westenberger, a pioneer of environmental education, served as a
Director of the National Museum of Forest Service History (Museum) for 16
years. Jane joined the Board of Directors in 1995 at a meeting hosted by the
Museum as part of the Forest Service Retirees Reunion held in Portland,
Oregon.
Jane was born April 2, 1921 in Buhl, Idaho and grew up to graduate high
school in 1937 in Long Beach, CA. She enlisted in the Women's Army Corp. in
1942, which included postings to North Africa and Italy toward the end of the
war.
Jane earned a Bachelor’s Degree with Honors with a Major in Social Studies
and a Minor in Biological Science Minor, Long Beach State College (now
California State University, Long Beach). In 1956 she was the first candidate to
complete a Master’s Degree Thesis in Geography from Long Beach State
College and earned a Master’s Degree with Great Distinction in Cultural Geography with emphasis on man’s
relationship to and uses of the land. Jane held life credentials in elementary and secondary teaching and
school administration.
Jane initially taught high school for one year and then transferred to a new Southern California public school
conservation education project. The program involved taking students, primarily 6th graders, to a residential
facility in the mountains for a week. It was believed that the learning experience this provided would add a
major dimension to the student’s understanding of the natural world and the environments we live in.
After one year on the teaching staff, Jane was assigned to the position of principal of the Idyllwild Outdoor
School in the San Jacinto Mountains, serving five Southern California school districts. Since the program
was new, there were no curriculum requirements or materials yet in existence. Jane oversaw the
development of these and established the teaching philosophy suitable to the special circumstance.
There were four principal guidelines:

1. Teaching activities would emphasize hands-on direct experiences for students that helped their
observational and concept development skills as well as acquiring new knowledge about the
environment, not lecture or “book” approaches.
2. The inter-relatedness and inter-dependence of elements in the environment, including man, would
be emphasized, utilizing the forest environment in which the schools existed
3. Activities would also build on what knowledge students had acquired from their classroom
experiences especially in the science areas.
4. Special attention would be paid to helping students understand the Outdoor School experience was
not an isolated unconnected event but was relevant to their everyday life.
Jane worked with State Senator Fred Farr to provide stronger legislation and funding for these programs,
and served on the California State Superintendent of Schools Environmental Education Advisory Committee.
In 1964, Jane conducted a statewide evaluation of Forest Service educational materials, especially of those
designed for children, under a grant from the Pacific Southwest Forest Service Regional office. The study,
plus a growing sense that the Forest Service was not communicating with the public effectively, led to the
establishment of a conservation education position. In 1966 Jane joined the Eldorado National Forest Lake
Tahoe Visitor Information staff as a seasonal naturalist presenting evening programs at the Visitor Center
amphitheater, guiding day trips for visitors and preparing natural resource programs. Her skills were
recognized and she was recruited for the Regional Office.
Jane joined the Pacific Southwest (California) Region of the Forest Service as a Conservation Education
Specialist from 1967 to1971. She was responsible for designing and implementing a conservation education
program with the goal of teaching Forest Service personnel, particularly in field units, to work more effectively
with teachers and children. Teaching approaches and materials used in the Outdoor School program were
adapted and refined for this purpose. She cooperated with personnel in the Pacific Northwest Region with a
similar project to expand the program.
Other cooperative activities included organizing an inter-agency conservation education council.
Representatives of resource management agencies, both Federal and State, worked to promote a better
public understanding of forests, range lands, parks and other natural resources.
In 1971, Jane was transferred to the National Forest Service Headquarters in Washington D.C., where she
was chief of the Environmental Education Branch with the responsibility of further refining the program and
implementing it nationally. The same non-lecture, direct experience techniques that had been successful
elsewhere continued to be a core element.
Teams with members chosen from each Region were given special training to conduct conservation
education workshops with Forest Service personnel. At one point four teams were working at the same time,
and sessions were held in every Region. Special teaching plans and related materials were published to
help Forest Service personnel utilize their training and which could be passed on to the teachers. During this
period the Forest Service was cited by the U.S. Office of Education as having one of the two best
conservation education programs in the country.
In 1974, Jane returned to the Pacific Southwest Region as Regional Director of Public Affairs. Promoting
conservation education was part of the Division responsibilities. Jane retired in 1988 as director of the Forest
Service's Office of Information, Pacific Southwest Region.
A resident of Santa Fe, New Mexico, Jane served as a tireless leader of the Museum working with members
of the Board, Regional Directors and Representatives, Forest Service retirees, volunteers, friends and her
colleagues in environmental education. Jane served as a leader of the Museum’s Education Committee
where her understanding and passion for conservation education helped to guide the Museum’s plans for the
development of the National Conservation Legacy and Education Center (Center).
As the Board’s voice for conservation education, she advocated for the development of a landscape plan at
the Center’s 36-acre campus to incorporate trail and water features so that visiting students would have
direct access to the outdoors for experiential learning. These features are now incorporated into the site
plan. They will complement the Center’s interactive exhibits and will bring to life the classroom lessons
offered to students inside the Center.

She highly valued the Museum’s partnership with the U. S. Forest Service and held a vision, like a torch, that
when the Center was completed the Museum’s education programs would serve as a resource for Forest
Service educators and interpreters as they connect teachers and students to the conservation legacy of our
nation’s forests and grasslands.
Jane brought this same insight to the concept planning of the Museum’s virtual museum and on-line
educational and interpretive programs. She was a champion for instituting the Museum’s web site as a
significant channel for conservation education. With her considerable nonprofit board and leadership
experience, she worked consistently to support the development of the Museum as a nonprofit institution,
advancing the membership program and keenly supporting the development of the Museum’s Business and
Capital Campaign Plan for the Center.
“Jane’s vision and many years of volunteer service helped guide the Museum as the plan for the National
Conservation Legacy and Education Center progressed,” said Gray Reynolds, Past President. “Her
leadership in conservation education took root during her career with the Forest Service and following her
retirement, it branched out to elevate the work of many nonprofit organizations. As we mourn Jane’s
passing, we renew the Museum’s commitment to the build the Center and further distinguish the Museum as
a vital institution in conservation education.”
Jane was a recipient of the Howard Bell Award for Continuing Contributions to Outdoor Education and the
John Aston Warder Forestry Award for her pioneering work to develop new environmental education
teaching materials for schools and conservation organizations, and organizing and administering a teachingteam approach for the Forest Service to use with educators stressing conservation and resource
management. Jane served as a Visiting Lecturer, Yale Graduate School of Forestry as part of the Champion
International Lectureship Series. She served as President and member of the Board of Directors of Smokey
Bear Balloon, Inc., the California Association for Outdoor Education and the National Conservation
Education Association.
She also served as a member of the Board of Directors of the American Forestry Association (now American
Forests) and member of the New Mexico State Forester Urban Forest Advisory Council. She recently
assisted in production of a handbook on urban forestry for officials, citizens and teachers in New Mexico.
Jane’s passion for preservation was expressed in her service as a member and volunteer of the National
New Deal Preservation Association. Their activities include finding, restoring and conserving a substantial
quantity of paintings and other art produced by the WPA program during the Depression. Special attention is
also given to the many buildings and other facilities constructed in National Forests and Parks by the CCC
during that time. Jane also served as a Vice President of the Amigos, the Southwest Forest Service Retirees
Association.
The National Museum of Forest Service History Board of Directors is creating a memorial fund in Jane’s
honor. Gifts made in memory of Jane will support the development of conservation education programming
at the National Conservation Legacy and Education Center.

Nancy J. Weston
1937-2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1978
1999

Location
Lassen National Forest
Chester, CA

Position(s)
Fuels Technician
Retired

Biography
Nancy was born and went to school in North Hollywood. When she graduated
from high school she went to work for Lockheed aircraft as a tool chaser where
her step father worked as an engineer and her mother had worked on the p-38s
during WWII. Later she moved to San Jose and worked in a hospital as an EKG
technician. She had a friend who lived in Chester and when she visited there she
loved it and moved there about 1975 and got a job at the hospital there and then
with the Forest Service for the next twenty years. She has a son Eric Hansen
who lives in Seattle.

Arvin L. White

1937-2015

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1956-1960
1961

Location
Kaniksu National Forest
Colville National Forest
Regional Office, R-1 Missoula Montana
Couer d'Alene National Forest Idaho
Regional Office R-1 Missoula Montana
Washington Office
RO R-3 Albuquerque New Mexico

1967-1971
1971-1994

Position(s)
Crew Member
Admin. Trainee
Accountant
Unknown
Industrial Cost Accountant
Budget Analyst
Regional Fiscal Agent

Biography
Arvin was born on November 10, 1937, in Spokane, WA. His
parents were Leland L. White, and Harriet Freeman White. He
attended school in Sandpoint, Idaho.
Arvin began his career with the U.S. Forest service two days
following his graduation from Sandpoint Senior High in
Sandpoint, Id in May of 1956. He worked summers in the White
Pine/Blister Rust Control program throughout his college career,
and trained and worked fighting forest fires on the Kaniksu and
other national forests in the area.

Arvin and Pat White

Arvin married Patricia Palmer of Sandpoint, Id in September of
1959, and they completed college together at the University of
Idaho. in Moscow, ID. Arvin graduated with a degree in
Business Management, Accounting in 1961.

He began his professional career with the U.S. Forest Service in
1961 as a trainee on the Colville National Forest, in Washington State, Was promoted to fiscal control in
Missoula, Montana, sent to the Supervisor's office on the Coeur d'Alene National Forest, in Idaho, then to
Missoula again as a Regional Industrial Cost Accountant, and in 1967, was selected for a budget analyst
position at the National U.S. Forest Service headquarters in Washington, D.C. Arvin was promoted to the
position of Regional Fiscal Agent and moved to Albuquerque, NM in April 1971. In addition to his fiscal
responsibilities, Arvin supervised the law enforcement personnel in the Region for many years. He
completed a course in aircraft accident investigation at the University of Southern California, Institute. of
Safety and System Management and investigated and prepared many accident reports. He assisted in
developing non-governmental, private funding to enable the Region to build and fly the Smokey Bear Hot Air
Balloon.

Lawrence “Whit” Whitfield

1926-2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)

Location

Position(s)

U.S. Marines
Shasta-Trinity National Forest
Sierra National Forest
Sequoia National Forest
Region 1
Region 8

Fire Crew Foreman, Junior Forester, Assistant
District Ranger
Deputy Forest Supervisor
Supervisor
Deputy Regional Forester
Regional Forester

Biography
Whit was raised in McMinnville, Oregon and graduated with a degree in forestry
from Oregon State University. He served two tours of active duty with the U.S.
Marines. He worked as fire crew foreman, junior forester, and assistant district
ranger on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. It was here in Trinity Center that he
spent some good times fishing for salmon in the Trinity River.
He then worked as District Ranger, Forest Staff and Deputy Forest Supervisor on
the Sierra National Forest. During that time he commuted to law school at night
and passed the California bar. Next, he was Supervisor of the Sequoia National
Forest followed by a tour in the Washington Office in the Division of Lands and as
Director of the Division of Legislative Affairs. This was followed by a stint as Deputy Regional Forester in
Region 1 in Missoula, Montana and finally retiring as the Regional Forester in Region 8 in Atlanta, Georgia.
Whit followed his Forest Service career with 18 years in his private law practice in Redding, California. He
was a good friend and will be missed by all who knew him.

John A. “Jack” Williams

1913-1995

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1960-1978 ca

Location
Southwestern Region, R-3, Albuquerque, NM

Position(s)
Supervisory Soil Scientist

Jack was born in Hayden, Arizona and graduated from the University of
Arizona, Tucson, Arizona with a B.S. degree in Soil Conservation in about 1936.
He served in the Navy during World War II.
Jack’s early career was with the USDA Soil Conservation Service (now National
Resource Conservation Service) starting in about 1937, working as a Soil
Conservationist and Soil Laboratory Technologist in the Albuquerque, New
Mexico. He transferred to the Forest Service in 1957 when the Forest Service
began a concerted effort to gain and incorporate soils resource information into
their watershed, forest and range management programs. Jack was the first
Regional Soil Scientist for the Southwest Region, Region 3, headquartered in
Albuquerque.
Jack supervised several Forest Soil Survey teams that worked out of the Regional Office, conducting soil
surveys on National Forest Lands in cooperation with the Soil Conservation Service and State University
Cooperative Extension Agencies in New Mexico and Arizona. The first two Forest Soil Surveys published
were: the Zuni Mountain Area, 1967, on the Cibola National Forest in New Mexico and the Beaver Creek
Area, 1967, on the Coconino National Forest in Arizona. These were official forest soil surveys published by
the Soil Conservation Service and were the first of their kind to be completed in Region 3. Forest soil
surveys continued throughout his career but subsequent soil surveys on National Forests were incorporated
into county soil surveys within the National Resource Conservation Service system.
As demand for soil information grew for the management of National Forest lands, Jack was instrumental in
training Soil Scientists assigned as staff on several of the eleven National Forests in Region 3. Soil
Scientists were involved in soil mapping; in interdisciplinary team planning for Forest plans and for
Environmental Analysis reports for land use projects; in providing soil productivity information for range and
forest restoration and improvement projects; and watershed management projects to control soil erosion and
reforesting watersheds after wildfires.
Jack also coordinated Hydrologic-Soil Surveys on National Forest land, within the Salt and Verde River
Basins in Arizona, and the Colorado River Basin within New Mexico and Arizona, during 1963 to 1969.
These surveys were made to identify soil, vegetation and hydrologic conditions as they relate to stream flows
from National Forests watersheds, and how these flows contribute to the welfare of local communities, state
agriculture, municipalities and recreational values.
Jack furthered the knowledge of using soil resource information in forest management by contributing and
co-authoring papers to several professional journals. One was a paper presented to the Second North
American Forest Soils Conference, in 1963, titled Relation of Soil Properties to Ponderosa Pine Production in
the Zuni Mountains, New Mexico.

In the book, Profiles in the History of the U.S. Soil Survey by Helms, Effland and Duranan, 2002, Iowa State
Press, when presenting the history of soil survey in the Forest Service, it was noted that, in 1957, Jack
Williams was among original ten soil scientists selected to head regional soil survey programs in the Forest
Service. One of these ten original colleagues described him as being of pure gold. Somewhat older than the
rest of us, he was respected by all. Possibly he was the best of the lot in his job.
Jack received a Superior Service Award from the Secretary of Agriculture, Earl Butz, in 1973. The award
cited “dynamic leadership” in administering, planning, and directing a soils program within the Forest Service
in co-operation with other federal and state agencies.

Doris B. Wilson

1930 - 2006

Forest Service Spouse

Biography
Doris was born October 13, 1930, the daughter of Robert M. Baker, a forester with the U. S. Forest Service.
Doris was married to Dick Wilson for 56 ½ years and shared his life with the U.S. Forest Service until his
retirement in 1982. Upon retirement they continued to live in Sitka Alaska until her death on December 14,
2006.

William (Bill) Clayton Wood
1922 - 2001

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1943 - 1961
1961 - 1965
1965 - 1975

Location
Aerial Fire Depot, Missoula, MT
Chief's Office, Washington D C
Regional Office, Portland Oregon

Position(s)
Smokejumper
Fire Staff - Equipment Development
Fire Staff - Equipment Development

Biography
William C. Wood was born in Missoula, MT. He attended Roosevelt
Grade School and graduated from Missoula County High School in 1940.
He played basketball in high school. He attended the University for two
years, majoring in wildlife. He was deferred from military service.
Bill started working for the Forest Service 1943 as a smokejumper in
Missoula. He trained at Ninemile and Seeley Lake. Bill also was
involved in training as a spotter for the Civilian Public Service
smokejumpers.

Missoula 1943

During his career, Bill was involved with designing and improving
smokejumper and fire fighting equipment. His worked included designing
a contoured pack frame to fit the back, improving the jumpsuit with lighter
and stronger materials, and designing a wilderness rescue stretcher
using a standard Navy Stokes litter mounted on a low-pressure airplane
tail-wheel and the first fire shelters. Bill apparently was inside a fire
shelter during a test fire. After retirement, he saw a TV report describing
how fire shelters saved a crew - He expressed thanks for this life saving
equipment. During his time in Portland, Bill, and his son Gary, helped
design the first fiberglass "bucket" for helicopter water drops.

Bill was part of a search party to locate a crashed Army B-25 bomber 12
miles southeast of Missoula. The plane crashed on November 30, 1945 on
Miller Ridge, 1.5 miles east of Miller Peak on the Lolo National Forest. The pilot and two crew members
were killed instantly. The pilot, a Missoula native, was coming home on leave and tried to land at Hale field.
A low ceiling was reported at the time of the crash. Both ground and air rescue crews were dispatched. In
the parachute drop was Dr. Amos Little, paradoctor from the Second Air Force Search and Rescue Division,
Great Falls and smokejumpers R. W. Dodge and William C. Wood, according to the Missoulian Newspaper
(12/2/45).
Bill was the "Rescue Foreman.” Missoula Smokejumper rescue operations from 1945 to 1952 are described
in a November 1956 Outdoor Life magazine article. Backcountry rescues usually involved injured hunters.
Wood is featured in the article. Wag Dodge is also mentioned as leading a 1945 rescue. On some rescues
Dr. Amos P. Little, a Helena, MT physician Wood trained in 1945 as the country's first paradoctor, jumped to
administer first aid to the seriously injured. Fred Brauer, loft foreman during this era, estimated there were
about 10 to 15 rescue jumps, not 50 to 60 rescue jumps mentioned in the article. Brauer said smokejumpers
assisting Wood and other foremen were paid contrary, to the Outdoor Life article that said the jumpers were
unpaid volunteers.

All smokejumpers and Forest Service employees were saddened by the loss of life at Mann Gulch in 1949.
Bill was not directly involved in the fire. However, Bill did ask Fred Brauer if he should prepare for a rescue
mission to Mann Gulch. Fred told Bill that a rescue mission would not be needed.
Bill transferred to the Washington Office in 1961 and worked in fire control. In 1965 he moved to Portland
OR on the Fire staff for R6. He continued to specialize in equipment development. He retired in 1975
because of Parkinson's disease.
He married Margy Lineer in 1943 and they had two sons, Gary and Tye. Margy died in 1980. Bill and Mary
Plummer were married in 1981 in Missoula.

John Hardman Woolstenhulme
1881 - 1963

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1906 1909 1911 –
1919
192319331942-

Location
Uinta and Wasatch National Forests, Region 4, Utah
Wasatch National Forest, Salt Lake City, Utah, working in the
Vernon and Grantsville areas in central Utah.
Grantsville Ranger Station and Salt Lake City Supervisor’s Office
Resigned from the Forest Service.
Returned to the Forest Service, Kamas Ranger District, Wasatch
National Forest
C.C.C Camp Soapstone, Kamas Ranger District
Kamas Ranger District, Wasatch National Forest

Position (s)
Seasonal employee
Assistant Forest Ranger
District Ranger and SO Staff
Road construction and
maintenance supervisor
Camp Supervisor
Road construction and
maintenance supervisor

1946
Retired
*Note: Locations and administrative office names referenced in Jack’s memoirs, written in 1960, which was
the source of the following biography narrative, may have changed over a span of 100 years with the
reorganization and consolidations of Forests and Ranger Districts.

Biography
John (Jack) Hardman Woolstenhulme was born October 21, 1881 and died May 24,
1963. He was born in a 16 by 24-foot, two room log-cabin with a two-bed attic, the
tenth of twelve children, in Marion, Summit County, Utah. When he was about two
and a half years old, the family moved two miles away to Kamas, UT, to a seven-room
house built from lumber his father cut and milled from nearby forests that became the
Wasatch Forest Reserve in 1906 and a National Forest in 1907. Jack went to school
full time until he was 14 years old. After that, his time was needed by his family to put
up hay in the summer to feed their 125-150 head of livestock and work horses in the
winter.
When he was not busy with haying or feeding, he hauled lumber for a nearby sawmill
and hauled coal in the winter for heating fuel. By 1903 Jack had his own team of horses and began working
for a sawmill skidding logs from the nearby forest to be sawed at the mill. When the snow was too deep in
the timber, he worked moving logs at the mill. In the spring he hauled lumber from the mill to Kamas, UT.
Jack’s Forest Service career began near the birth of the National Forest Service, in 1906. From August
through December, 1906, Jack with his horse team, was offered a job on the Uinta Forest Reserve doing
range improvement work in the Uinta Basin area at $5.00 per day for himself and his team.

In January through May 1907, he attended the first Forestry class offered at the Agricultural College in
Logan, UT. In the spring of 1907 he worked for the U.S. Forest Service at Big Cottonwood Canyon Nursery,
Salt Lake City Ranger District. In July he took charge of a trail building crew at Bear River, Whitney Ranger
Station. The Whitney Ranger Station originally served as an administrative outpost for the Uinta National
Forest. In 1915 the National Forest Land in the Whitney Area was transferred to the Wasatch National
Forest. In 1908, Jack again worked at the Wasatch Forest Nursery in Big Cottonwood Canyon.
Jack took the Forest Ranger exam in 1908, and on May 7, 1909, he was appointed Assistant Forest Ranger,
at the salary of $900 per year, assigned to the Wasatch National Forest, Salt Lake City, Utah. He was
stationed at Sugar House area, Salt Lake City, UT. He was in watershed protection/fire control of an area to
the east of Salt Lake City which included Mill Creek, Red Butte, Emigrant, Parley’s, and City Creek canyons.
Parley’s canyon is now the route for Interstate 80 and at that time the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad.
Jack was busy chasing numerous fires caused by sparks from the coal burning locomotives. He set an
enviable record of not having any fires get away all summer.
In February of 1910, Jack was sent to work near Vernon, UT. It was a grueling four-day ride from Kamas
during the winter with some mountain passes closed and three feet of snow to ride through some of the way.
This area is in a simi-arid desert environment, nothing like the Kamas area he grew up in, and Jack said,
“this was the last place on earth that God made.” In May 1910 he was transferred to the American Fork
Ranger Station on the Pleasant Grove Ranger District. Then in August 1910 he was transferred to
Grantsville Ranger Station, UT. However, on the way there he was diverted to Missoula, MT, then to
Spokane, WS, taking his first train ride, to take charge of a fire crew to fight a large fire at the head of the
Coeur d’ Alene River. He was responsible for obtaining supplies, equipment and supervising a 75-man crew.
On August 12, Jack left for Coeur d’ Alene with 26 head of pack horses and 75 men for the 50-mile trek to
the fire, a two-day trip. After arriving and reconning the fire, finding extremely dry timber stand conditions, he
sent the pack string back for more supplies and ordered 100 more men. The fire became known as Big
Blowup of 1910, also called the Big Burn, a devastating forest fire that torched 3 million acres in western
Montana and northern Idaho. Of the fire's 85 victims, 78 were firefighters. Jack did not lose any of his crew.
He was on the fire until mid-October when rains finally put out the fire.
Jack then returned to the Grantsville Ranger Station in Utah. In May 1911, he became the District Ranger,
got married and spent three years at Grantsville. He was transferred to the Forest Supervisor’s Office in Salt
Lake City for two years, then reassigned back to Grantsville. In November 1917, he was called to a fire in
the Salmon River drainage on the Idaho National Forest for 30 days.
In April 1919, Jack resigned from the Forest Service to begin farming in Turner, ID. After the tragic death of
their 2-year-old daughter, they became discontented, sold their farm and returned to Utah, where Jack went
back to work for the Forest Service at the Kamas Ranger District, on July 23, 1923.
Jack began as an operator of a horse-drawn grader on the Provo River-Hayden Fork, on road construction to
Mirror Lake. The following year Jack took charge of the job. Daily pay for the single-hand men was $2 per
day and board, and $4 per day for a man and team and feed for them. He hired 14 men with teams and 28
single-hands. This was all manual labor; no mechanized equipment was then available. All construction
equipment and hand tools were provided. The road was completed by mid-September 1927 at the cost of
about $3,300 per mile.
Jack helped plant the first truckload of fish in Mirror Lake on September 20,1927. That fall they also built a
12-foot wide by 22 feet long bridge at Soapstone across the main river. In June 1928 he and a three-man
crew began maintenance work, with a tractor, on the road from the Forest boundary, 28 miles to Mirror Lake.
In August 1932 he was called to a fire on the Ashely National Forest near Vernal, UT, for eight days; then
returned to the road maintenance work.
In the spring of 1933 Jack took charge of the 212-man Civilian Conservation Camp that was being opened at
Soapstone. The CCC program was a cooperative effort between the US Army and the Forest Service. The
military provided the overall management of the men, housing/tents, feeding, sanitation, and transportation,

and the Forest Service selected the projects and provided training and supervision of the work. Jack
purchased the tools needed from a local Salt Lake hardware store and selected the five staff members
needed to provide training and supervision of the CCC Boys crews. Projects were varied. They included
constructing buildings at administrative sites, building toilets, water and sewer lines at recreation sites,
building telephone lines, road and trail construction, and insect and wildfire control. At times Jack had to
personally direct wildfire fighting on large fires in the area and direct road construction crews. Road
construction equipment was changing to a combination of horse-drawn equipment and caterpillar-tractors
and some hand-held power tools. The CCC camp moved to Hawthorne, NV in September for the winter and
returned to Soapstone for the summer work. The CCC program was discontinued when World War II was
declared in December 1941. Much of the powered equipment was diverted to be used in the war effort. At
the close of the CCC program Jack received a letter of appreciation from the Soapstone CCC Camp Army
Commanding Officer.
Jack returned to road construction and maintenance work for the next five years and then retired on
November 1, 1946 after 42 years of federal service in the Forest Service. Jack received a letter from the
Wasatch National Forest Supervisor, recognizing his commendable safety records on fires and construction
projects during his many years of service. He also received letters from the Chief of the Forest Service and
the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture for his dedicated service, recognizing that many of the roads
on the Wasatch National Forest were built and maintained under his supervision, congratulating him for a job
well done!
Reference material:
Woolstenhumle, J.H. My Forest Service History from1909 to 1946.
https://forestservicemuseum.pastperfectonline.com/archive/B08D0D2B-6953-4602-9F09-038251151071
Listing of history web-links for the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/uwcnf/learning/history-culture/?cid=stelprdb5053349
History of the Wasatch and Cache National Forest: Cut and Pastehttps://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5053310.pdf (usda.gov)
Whitney Ranger Station: (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Whitney_Ranger_Station_Utah.jpg}

William "Bill" Worf
1926-2011

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1961-1964
1964-1981

Location
Bridger National Forest
Washington D.C.

Position(s)
Forest Supervisor
Wilderness Manager

Biography
Born to Charlie and Florence in Reed Point, Bill was raised on a small
ranch in Rosebud County during the Great Depression and learned the
lessons of hard work and perseverance that were hallmarks of his life. He
graduated early from Forsythe High School so he could enlist in the U.S.
Marines. He served three years during World War II, which included
combat at the invasion of lwo Jima. He returned home and married Eva
Jean Batey of Rosebud on Dec. 22, 1946. He earned a bachelor of
science degree in forestry from the University of Montana in 1950.
Bill led an extremely active life, pursuing and working to strengthen the
values about which he was so passionate, including family, wilderness,
conservation, country and community. He worked for the U.S. Forest
Service for nearly 32 years in four national forests, two regional offices
and the national headquarters. In 1961 Bill was appointed supervisor
of the Bridger National Forest, where he developed and installed a
formal wilderness management plan, the first such program ever used in the U.S. Forest Service.
At the same time he actively campaigned for passage of the federal Wilderness Act. When it passed in
1964, he and five others were charged with the responsibility of developing regulations and policy
guidelines for implementing the act within the national forest system. He was then permanently
assigned to Washington, D.C., headquarters to lead the wilderness program, where he developed and
installed a Forest Service wilderness philosophy and prepared proposals to Congress for additions to
the National Wilderness Preservation System.
Upon his retirement from the U.S. Forest Service in 1981 and with the active support of his wife Eva
Jean, he vowed to dedicate his remaining years to working tirelessly for sound management of
wilderness. In 1989 he and two colleagues founded Wilderness Watch, the only national citizens'
organization dedicated solely to promoting sound stewardship of established wildernesses and wild
rivers, an organization that fights relentlessly to keep the full intent of the Wilderness Act intact. "I
shall not perish from this earth without doing everything within my realm to save its most precious
non-human resource." Bill brought about change. He inspired many people in many ways. It is
impossible to mention them all here.
Bill was preceded in death by his dear wife, Eva Jean; brother Laurel; sister Doreen Mathern; sons Gary
and Keith; daughter-in-law Susan (Bangart) Worf and son-in-law Clay Owen.

He is survived by his remaining children, Gloria Owen of El Jebel, Colo.; Ron of Logan, Utah;
Brent of Anaconda and Mark (Sandy); daughters-in-law, Claudine Jones of Oakland, Calif., and
Leslie (Towne) Worf; sister Dorothy Mathern; 13 grandchildren; six great-grandchildren and his
dedicated, beloved caregiver, Cathy Watson.

Harlow A. Yaeger II
1921-2003

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
32 years in the USFS

Biography
Harlow Yeager II was born in
Flagstaff, AZ, a son of Harlow
A. and Roseanne Gibson
Yeager, and graduated from
Lichfield High school in 1939.
A WWII Army veteran, Harlow
Yeager was honorably
discharged from the military
after spending three and a half
years as a Japanese prisoner
of war. He then went to work
for the U.U. Forest Service.
During his many years with
the U.S. Forest Service, he
discovered a little bear with
burnt feet at a forests fire in
New Mexico. This cub later
became the Forest Service’s
symbol, “Smokey the Bear”.
Harlow enjoyed camping,
fishing, hunting, boating, and
RVing throughout his life.

Edwin F. Youngblood

1921 - 2005

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date(s)
1947 - 1956
1956
1956 – 1960
1960 – 1962
1962 – 1980

Location
Willow Springs District, Mark Twain National Forest, Willow
Springs, MO
Bena District, Chippewa National Forest, Bena, MN
Manistique District, Hiawatha National Forest, Manistique, MI
Eastern Region Office, Milwaukee, WI
Huron-Manistee National Forest, Cadillac, MI

Position(s)
Assistant Ranger
Assistant Ranger
District Ranger
Lands Staff
Forest Lands Staff Officer

Biography
Edwin F. Youngblood was born on March 10, 1921 in Scranton, PA. He
attended Mont Alto College of Forestry for two years. He then went to
th
serve his country in the 29 Division of the U.S. Army during World War II
where he received two Purple Hearts.
He returned home from military service to attend Penn State University
for four years where he received his Forestry Degree in 1947.
Upon graduation, he went to work for the Forest Service as an assistant
forest ranger in Willow Springs, Missouri and Bena, Minnesota. He was
then named as Manistique District Ranger on the Hiawatha National
Forest in the upper peninsula of Michigan. From that position he
transferred to the Regional Office in Milwaukee, Wisconsin as Lands Staff
Officer. In 1962 he moved to Cadillac, Michigan to serve as the Lands Staff Officer for the Huron-Manistee
National Forests. He retired from that position in 1980.
Above is a 1958 photograph Ed Youngblood, District Ranger, Manistique District, Hiawatha National Forest,
standing in a northern hardwood stand.
He was most proud of the property purchases he made over the years for public use. He enjoyed tying flies
and trout fishing, hunting, cross country skiing, bicycling and playing cards.
Ed’s wife Laura Lee Youngblood and sons Stephen and Joel survive.

Steve Yurich
1924 –2011

Audrey Yurich
unknown

Forest Service Employee and Spouse
Places and/or units or projects where person served
Date(s)

1959

Location
U.S. Marines
Bridger-Teton National Forest, Dubois,
Wyoming
San Juan National Forest, Colorado
Chequamegon National Forest
Region I, Missoula, Montana
Region 9, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Position(s)

Forest Supervisor
Regional Forester
Regional Forester

Biography
Steve Yurich was born March 10, 1924 in Pinnacle, Colorado and served in the United States Marine Corps
in World War II, making landings on Kwajalein Islands, Guam and Okinawa in the South Pacific.
After returning home from military service, Steve Yurich earned a degree in forestry from Colorado State
University after which he began what was to become a distinguished career with the United States Forest
Service.
Yurich began his career with the U.S. Forest Service in Dubois, Wyoming after which he and his wife
Audrey continued raising two sons Steven and Rob as the young couple moved on to serve in various,
more responsible U.S. Forest Service career assignments.
On July 20,1959, Time Magazine published an article on the U.S. National Forests featuring the challenging
and significant work of several U.S. Forest Service employees. The article stated, "In Colorado's jagged San
Juan Mountains, Ranger Steve Yurich, 34, flew off in a Cessna for a quick fire spotting swing around his
Piedra District, switched to a pickup truck to check the camp sites and flag down a logging truck, then
saddled up his horse, "Buck" to inspect the grassy uplands where ranchers will graze 2,800 cattle and 7,000
sheep this summer under permit from the Forest Service."
Steve Yurich and family moved on to more challenging U.S. Forest Service assignments serving as Forest
Supervisor on the Chequamegon, National Forest in the Eastern Region and later as Regional Forester of
the Northern Region headquartered in Missoula, Montana. Steve Yurich concluded his distinguished Forest
Service career as Regional Forester of the ten states Eastern Region headquartered in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
Steve Yurich and his wife, Audrey, retired in Bosque Farms, New Mexico where they continued enjoying
associations with many old friends and colleagues - as well as enjoying their six granddaughters, one
grandson and five great grandchildren.
Steve Yurich passed away Thursday, March 31, 2011 in Albuquerque, New Mexico at the age of 87 with
internment at Santa Fe National Cemetery. Steve was survived by his wife Audrey, two sons,
grandchildren and their families.

Joseph Zylinski
1927-2020

Forest Service Employee
Places, units or projects served
Date (s)

Location

Position(s)

1954-1955

White River National Forest

Assistant Ranger

1955–1957

Blackhills National Forest

Assistant Ranger

1957–1960

Pike National Forest

District Ranger

1960–1963

Rio Grande National Forest

Ranger

1963–1966
,
1966–1969

Foreign Forestry Training Staff HQ

Training Staff

Wasatch National Forest

Range W’shed Officer

1969–1977

Alaska Region

Director, Soil & Water

1977–1981

Legislative Affairs HQ, Washington, D.C.

Legislative Affairs

1981–1987

Ottawa National Forest

Supervisor

Biography
Joseph Zylinski was born in Natrona, Pennsylvania to Bronislaw and Helen (Olczak) Zylinski, and
graduated from Har-Brack High School in Natrona Heights in 1946 with his twin brother Conrad. Upon
graduation, Joe joined the U.S. Army and served in Korea until 1948 when he returned and began
studying forestry at Pennsylvania State University.
After spending a solitary summer in a fire watch tower at Mount Adams, Washington, he was recalled to
Korea in September 1950 and found himself serving in the now renowned Army's 2nd Engineers Combat
Battalion which was tasked with holding off nearly 400,000 Chinese soldiers invading across the Yalu
River from Thanksgiving Nov. 25 to Nov. 29, 1950, to allow the rest of the United States and United
Nations forces to escape and regroup. They fought in sub-zero conditions for those five days with
temperatures dropping as low as 50 degrees below zero, until they were finally overwhelmed by the
advancing Chinese. The 2nd Engineers burned the unit's colors and remaining equipment to keep it from
falling into Chinese hands and the majority of the remaining U.S. soldiers were killed or captured by the
communist Chinese forces. Joe survived the cold, those battles and fought in Korea until September
1951. He left the Army an operations master sergeant after turning down battlefield commissions to be
elevated to officer and was awarded three Bronze Stars and two Korean Service Medals. He never
shared much about that year in Korea and never complained about the cold again.
Returning to Penn State, he continued his studies and while working at a summer job, rescued a coworker who might have been crushed by heavy glass panes in a workplace accident. Joe was admitted to

a Pittsburgh hospital and was tended to by a captivating young nurse, with whom he eloped just a few
months later.
After graduating in 1954, he accepted a position with the U.S. Forest Service, and he and Mary Ellen
drove West, where they spent the next nine years. Joe served first on the White River National Forest,
and it was there, in Minturn, Colorado, that their daughter, Susan, was born. In his 33-year career, he
served on four Ranger Districts, six National Forests including: the Pike, Rio Grande, Wasatch, TongassAlaska region and Ottawa, as well as at U.S. Forest Service Headquarters in Washington DC, where his
daughter, Barbara was born. His final assignment was as Supervisor of the Ottawa National Forest in
Michigan's Upper Peninsula.
He regarded his contributions to the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act, signed into law by
President Carter in 1980, as one of the most important contributions of his career when working in
legislative affairs at U.S. Forest Service Headquarters in Washington DC. He was elected a fellow of the
Society of American Foresters, a member of Soil Conservation Society of America, the Association for
Range Management and the Michigan Forestry Association.
Joe was a regular member of, and led, civic organizations throughout his life. He was a member of the
Knights of Columbus, a life-long member of the Kiwanis Club, helped found Kiwanis in Juneau, Alaska,
and served in a variety of leadership roles in the organization over the years. He was the vice
commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, Alaska Coast Guard District and served on the Ironwood
Chamber of Commerce, Tax Equalization Board, Housing Commission, Carnegie Library Board and was
a trusted organizer and volunteer at numerous civic events as well.
Joe took his hobbies seriously and was an avid outdoorsman, hunter, fisherman, scuba diver, golfer and
cross-country ski enthusiast. After his retirement, he pursued his love of aviation and earned his pilot’s
license. He founded the Ironbirds Flying Club and was an aviation evangelist flying more than 350
children and young adults as part of the Experimental Aircraft Association’s (EAA) Young Eagle Program
and flew countless friends, family and neighbors on his airplanes.
To his family, Joe was a loving, kind and generous husband, father, uncle and brother. He was the
embodiment of leadership, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, and personal courage. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Mary Ellen; daughter Mary Margaret; brother, Conrad Zylinski; and sister,
Laura Zylinski. He is survived by his beloved daughters, Susan Olson of Anchorage, Alaska, and Barbara
Zylinski, of Washington DC; five grandchildren, Robert Olson, Megan Olson, Dana Olson, Sophia Mizrahi
and Nina Mizrahi; and five great grandchildren and his sister, Annette Zylinski.

